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Revolutionary War Document Examined 

By Ray Beecher 
It was a document of Revolu

tionary War vintage that merited 
closer examination for the forth
coming monograph to be published 
by the Greene County and the Cox
sackie Township historians, the title 
being 'The Hotalings: A Dutch
American Family." And that exami-
1~ation yielded a major bonus. It 
-w,:. verified the oral tradition that 
at least a portion of Col. Anthony 
Van Bergen's 11th Albany County 
Militia served at the Battle of 
Saratoga. Unfortunately . Beers' 
"History of Greene . County" ··· 1n 
1884 never sought to expand the lo
cal Revolutionary War history. The 
connection with the Hotalings? 
Capt. Thomas Hotaling ( 1731-
1824) was one of the officers called · 
up! 

· Headed "Abstract of Pay due to 
Col. Anthony Van Bergen's Regi
ment of Militia from the Time of 
their entering Serviss (sic) to the 

. Time of their Discharge including 
Billet & Travel," the large sheet of 
paper contains the names, among 
others, of Van Bergen, Bronk, Van 
Orden, Hotaling, Conine, Tryon, 

Schram, DuBois, Van Veghten 
(Van Vechten), Abeel, Wigram and 
Salisbury. This portion of the Cox
sackie District Militia assembled at 
its home base on Sept. 22, 1777, 
Col. Van Bergen in command. 
They traveled northward 60 miles 
and remained in active service until 
Gen. Burgoyne's .surrender. 

The grand British strategy in the 
spring and summer of 1777 was to 
separate New England and New 
York from the colonies further to 
the south. The Hudson River and 
AJbany were the key targets. For-

-tunp.tely for ·the Continental Army, 
St. Ledger ~ was forced to retreat 
from his invasion of the Mohawk 
Valley, while-Adm.~ discour
aged by the trend of the fighting, -
after his delayed sail upriver, turned · 
back downriver after burning Cler- -
mont and greatly alarming the Em- · ) 
boght residents below Catskill. 

Gen. Burgoyne's army, bur
dened with baggage, managed to 
take Fort Ticonderoga and found 
Fort Edward · evacuated~ Crossing 
the Hudson and proceeding toward 
Albany, the British were slowed to 
approximately a mile a day advance 
by the American destruction of 
bridges and the felling of trees 

-across the-primitive roads _The. end 
came at the_ Battle of Saratoga, the 
turning point in the Revolutionary 
War. The surrender included 6 gen
erals, 300 other officers and some 
5,500 enlisted men. 

The payroll for the Coxsackie 
Militia during the call up was 194 
pounds, 13 shillings and 8 pence. 
Just how this document came into 
the possession of. the Bronks _ and 
indirectly to the Greene County 
Historical Society is an unsolved 
mystery. It certainly is one of the 
rarest Revolutionary War manu
scripts to survive in Greene County. 


