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Greene County Gleanings 
By Raymond Beecher -

For many decades, each town
ship had two or more men with a 
particular interest in the trotting 
horse and the related two wheeled 
sulky. D. Geroe Greene and the 
Reverend Lewis Lampman were 
two of Coxsackie's promoters, the 
fairground track between Mansion 
and Van Dyck Street being utilized. 
The tradition lingers that the Rev. 
Lewis Lampman also had a trotting 
track of sorts on the Branck Farm. 
The Greene County Agricultural 
Society's Cairo race track at the 
fairgrounds could always be 
depended upon to schedule races 
during the week of the summer 
county fair. There were the usual 
prizes; if betting occurred, it was all 
"hush hush." . 

Catskill, in 1895, went one step · 
further than other townships, when 
a group of men decided to form a 
corporation to build and operate a 
race track at West Catskill. Incor
poration papers were filed with the 
county clerk's office on July 30, 
1895. Capital stock was to be is
sued in 50 shares of $ 100 each, 
thus providing $5,000 in working 
capital. Sales were brisk for this 
"Catskill Driving Park Associa
tion." The word "Racing" not ap
pearing in the corporate name. 

The site selected was a part of 
-- the-Rohwedder Farm, 15-J/4 acres 

at West Catskill; the price agreed 
upon was $2,282.10. The soil had 
been determined as suitable for a · 
racing track, being entirely free of 
stones although there was a little 

. concern over a .small stretch of clay .. 
soil near the home stretch. 

The newly formed corporation's 
elected officers were: James Stead 
(President); S.B. Sage (Vice Presi
dent), J .F. Gaylord (Treasurer), 
Frank S. Decker (Secretary). The 
Board of Directors consisted of the 
foregoing individuals plus Smith 
Hay and P.S. Jennings. The reader 
may recognize these names and 
their relative importance. 

The race track was constructed: 
a covered grandstand erected, and a 
street leading to the park laid out. 
All was in readiness for the grand 
opening on Memorial Day 1896. A 
number of first-class · trotters, in
cluding the famous Kitty Story, 
were entered. Even the street lead
ing into the park was sprinkled to 
lay the dust, an added inducement 
to encourage the female sex to at
tend. 

The formal opening proved to be 
a major success. In addition to the 
trotting races, the spectators en
joyed bicycle races and a baseball 
game. The grandstand was crowded 
to capacity. The committee had no 
trouble in lining up entrants for the 
next event on July 4, over 30 hor
ses and their owners anticipated. 

While the tradition of trotting 
races continues, more or less on a 
professional basis, the advent of the 
automobile - and . the _holding _of __ 
meets transferred much allegiance 
from the horse · to the "gasoline 
beast." But no one ever expected 
life to stand still! . 
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