
Greene County Gleanings 
by Raymond Beecher 

Spring l!,55, was shaping up as 
a competitive season for freight and 
passenger traffic for the river port 
of Coxsackie. Depending upon 
one's time frame, several choices 
were open. The newer firm of 
Hamilton and Smith (David H. 
Hamilton and John Smith) was 

cp promoting its weekly line propeller 
Davis, Captain V.B. Budd in comr.i mand. Passengers were alerted to 

· 7:- the availability of "cabbins and 
f' state-rooms." Adhering to a closely 
~ followed schedule, Captain Budd 
ir could be expected to "cast off' 

from the Hamilton and Smith wharf 
5G every Thursday at half past four in 
0 the afternoon. Travelers desiring a 
t{ return trip on the Davis had to be 

; ~ content to remain in New York un
s: til the following Tuesday until five 
~ p.m. The firm of Hamilton and 
~ Smith was also alerting the public K to their "large and commodious 

storehouses" at their Coxsackie 
wharf. Shippers could also avail 
themselves of the firm's agent 
maintained on board the Davis. He 
was available to dispose of ship-

per's freight at New York. The 
price of shipping hay was a firm $2 
with "no extra charges." Passengers 
could secure transportation between 
Coxsackie and New York for the 
low price of $1. They could disem
bark at the foot of Franklin Street. 

The firm of J.G. Bedell & Co. 
was also making a strong pitch for 
Coxsackie's freight traffic. This 
four-man firm consisted of Jacob 
G. Bedell, Henry G. Bedell, G. 
Bedell Jr. and Levi Freligh, all of 
Coxsackie. The 1855 season's plans 
called for the use of the two barges, 
Coxsackie and Jefferson. The for
mer would be the responsibility of 
G. Bedell Jr. while the latter came 
under the control of Levi Freligh. 
The timetable for departure from 
Coxsackie (Reed's Landing) was 
set for Wednesdays at 3 p.m. The 
Coxsackie and the Jefferson were to 
be towed by the steamboat Utica. 
As stated in the Bedell advertise
ment "thus drovers and dealers 
could be assured of good accom
modations." For those finding it 
necessary to remain in N PUT v Mir 

to dispose of their livestock or 
other freight, boarders could be ac
commodated until the scheduled 
return trip upriver. Their center of 
operations at New York was at the 
foot of Jay Street. 

Competition for passengers also 
came from the propeller Mayo, 
James H. Powell, Master. That 
steamboat's schedule called for a 
Coxsackie departure every Tuesday 
at 4 p.m. and a return each Friday 
at 5 o'clock in the afternoon from 
the foot of Franklin Street. 

There was still another possibil
ity for first-class travelers headed 
for New York. For an extra 25 
cents ($1.25 as against the Davis's 
$1), passengers with hand luggage 
could embark on the upriver 
steamer-taxi P.G. Coffin which 
would transport them to Hudson. At 
that river port, they could then 
transfer to the palatial steamer 
South America for the balance of 
the downriver trip. 

Yes, Coxsackie with its three 
landings was a busy place in this 
pre-Civil W,ir nPritvi 
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