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Greene County Gleanings 
by Raymond Beecher 

COXSACKIE - The calendar 
season is upon us as the New Year 
comes into being. Oil companies, 
banks and other concerns charge it 
all to advertising! As one aspect of · 
paper collectibles, calendars are 
receiving more attention. Some per
sons concentrate their efforts in ac
quiring locals for their geographical 
interest, others assemble those of a 
particular size, or type of illustra
tion. Era vintage ones are rapidly 
rising in value. 

Parallel to the paper calendar are 
the glazed . pottery plates reserved 
by merchants such as grocers for 
their steady customers. In the Ellen 
Whitbeck collection of calendar 
plates is Coxsackie's Ritz Grocery 
Store, once located during its last 
years in the west block of the town 
building on Reed St., Coxsackie. 

Inexpensive calendars were fre
quently put out on a "help yourself' 
basis, while the more expensive va
riety was held in reserve for the 
more valuable customer. In the time 
of home delivery, the calendar fre
quently came with some of the last 
boxes of groceries, before Christ-

mas. Since many youngsters vied to 
see just how many calendars they 
could collect, one could not blame 
the merchants for controlling the 
flow to the public. 

Some calendar productions were 
large, with monthly tear-off sheets. 
The top half had large letters which 
could be seen almost anywhere in 
the room. Few were decorative. 
Calendars aimed at wagon shops, 
taverns, and later · auto repair ga
rages, frequently were illustrated 
with scantily clad females. Risque 
in their day, in these times they 
might be considered a dull subject. 

Prior to WWI, calendars are fre
quently of elaborate design, some 
embossed. One such cardboard 
production is in the collection of 
the Greene County Historical Soci
ety, the gift of Florence Palmer 
Hunter. It is the 1904, five-fold 
standup desk calendar, one 
produced by the Perry Mason firm 
of Boston and given to new sub
scribers of The Youth's Companion 
magazine. Others in the same col
lection are the 1889-1989 Greene 
County Savings Bank calendar with 
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vintage Greene County scenes 
taken from old photographs. The 
1983 Berzal's Chevrolet Inc. one is 
filled with colored illustrations of 
vintage antique cars. 

In recent years, historical 
fundraising calendars containing 
Greene County scenes of yesteryear 
and today have been produced by 
Greenville's Local History Group 
and have become very collectible. 
For 1994, as an adjunct to its major 
capital funds campaign for a state
of-the-art new library building, the 
Greene County Historical Society 
has produced such a collectible 
calendar which is certain to be 
more valuable as _the years pass. 

The price is $6.50 including sales 
tax for store purchase and $8 to· 
by mail. Local merchants are c0<,, 
erating in their sale, including 
Books Galore in Catskill and Ver
milyea's, Hoerning's and Century 
21 in Coxsackie. The calendars 
may also be secure'd by contacting 
museum shop supervisor Olga San
tora, librarian Raymond Beecher, or 
other officers of the society. 
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