
Greene County Gleanings 
By Raymond Beecher 

Leonard Bronk's survey map of 
the Town of Coxsackie, undated 
but before Greene was separated 
from Albany in 1800, has long in
terested historians. In sending an 
early copy to Albany, Andrew N. 
Heermance, the then town super
visor, added two paragraphs of 
comments. To assist the reader, the 
lack of periods has been partially 
overcome by the insertion of diago
nals. 

"In the above map to the Sur
veyor General I think proper to ob
serve that the original name of the 
Town of Coxsackie derives its 
name from the . Indian word 
Machoochsackie signifying in the 
English language Lands Where 
Owles frequent/ and was settled by 
the Dutch about the year 1670 ... The 
roads creeks & Village are laid 
down as Exact as they possibly 
could ... a number of Saw Mills but 
not all/ The number in the Town is 
thirty Three and upwards and about 
Ten Grist, four places of public 
worship, one protestant reformed 
Dutch Church built in the year 
1733 and one presbyterian one 
friends Meeting House and one 
Babtist (sic). The number of Tax
able inhabitants is 619. 

The Natural Curiosities are as 
follows - at the head of Coxsackie 
Creek which issues out of the bot
tom of a high Ledge of Rocks-the 
place will admit Several persons at 
the entrance and when penetrating 
further it grows much larger/ about 
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three quarters of a mile from thence 
is a Large hole which is not capable 
to receive all the water from an
other creek called VosenKill which 
enters into Cattskill/ the rest of the 
water which is Swallowed by the 
hole forms the Creek whereon 
Woodbecks (Whitbecks) Mill 
Stands after having run under the 
ground . for the Space of about one 
mile as designated on the Map and 
falling down a precipice of about 
Sixty feet in height/ at the Distance 
of about feet from the rock Stands 
the Mills which grinds at all sea
sons of the year. Another curiosity 

is the water of Murderers Creek 
whereon saw Mills are erected and 
in its course unpreceived for the 
Distance of about one Quarter of a 
mile, in 1777 and 1783 the hole 
being insufficient to receive all the 
water a great extent of Land was 
inundated and the traveler consider
ably impeded in traveling to the 
westward (the great western road 
going over it)/ the Yearly exports 
from the Landing in Coxsackie are 
principally Lumber of all kinds, 
staves of Different kinds about two 
million feet/ of pine boards about 
one and one half million & about 
500 Barrels of Pots Ashes and Lat
terly considerable Beef & Pork all 
of which is Humbly Sumitted." 

The reader may recognize the 
"Grote Fountain" below the Thru
way and the entrance to the under
gound lake at Climax. 
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