
Greene County Gleanings 
By Raymond Beecher 

Of all the thousand or more indi
vidual papers in the Bronk-Ely Col
lection at the Society's· Vedder Me- . 
morial Library, there are only a few 
which either relate directly to 
Leonard Bronk Lampman or to the 
operations of Ely and Bronk Farms. 
Since his forebears had a tendency 
to save almost every scrap of paper, 
this lack of Leonard Bronk 
Lampman material is notewo~y. 
Was it a desire for personal pnva
cy? Destruction by his executor? 
We will probably never know. 

From time to time bits and 
pieces of information. both oral and 
written, surface. The latest comes 
from a former Greene County resi
dent, daughter of the previous 
county historian. Mabel Parker 
Smith. Barbara Smith Rivette sends 
a photocopy from the 1921 Ne~ 
York State Agricultural Bulletm 
#139 "Farms For Sale or Rent." 
Mr. Lampman not only inserted an 
advertisement but was the only one 
to include a full page illustration of 
the multi-story red barn on the site 
of the Lincoln Auction operation. It 
is further proof that this gentleman 
farmer was unburdening himself of 

. what was becoming a marginally 
profitable agricultural effort. The 
Ely and Bronk farm payrolls :,vere a 
drain; Mr. Lampman as an mvest
ment counselor at New York, cer
tainly knew of more profitable in
vestments for his capital, much of 
which was tied up in Greene 
County real estate. 

The story has come down in my 
family that in the early 1920's my 
father and my uncle looked at Ely 
Farm as a potential purchase. So, in 

addition to Bronk Farm, Ely Farm 
must have been on the market. Ap
parently there was no thought of 
preserving the historic Dutch
English houses and the barns as a 
museum and headquarters for the 
historical society. That concept was 
more than a decade away. 

The 1921 advertisement 
reads .. .No. 1,324--Farm of 1,000 
acres, 2 miles from West Shore 
railroad station at Coxsackie; 700 
acres tillable, . 300 in timber. ~oil, 
black loam; surface level and hilly, 
House, stone and brick, in good 
condition. Eight barns, dairy barn 
and house of brick, many other out
buildings, everything in excellent 
shape. Adapted to hay, . grain ~d 
fruit. Watered by runnmg sprmg 
water, streams and springs. Lake 
1/4 mile square [Bronk Lake] on 
the farm. Nine hundred apple trees. 
Price on application. Address 
Leonard B. Lampman, Coxsackie, 
NY. 

There were apparently no seri
ous offers for the Bronk Farm, in
cluding the brick house and barns 
by the Thruway tunnel. After the 
great depression beginning in 1929, 
Mr. Lampman found a more willing 
purchaser in the state of New York. 
On part of it they would construct 
the NYS Vocational Institution. An 
auction sale was held for farm per
sonal property. Smaller plots were 
sold off on adjacent acreage. Mr. 
Lampman continued to reside at 
Ely Farm (route 385) until his death 
in 1939. A few cousins, Yale Uni
versity, Williams College and _the 
Greene County Histqrical Society 
were the beneficiaries: 
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