
Greene County Gleanings 
by Raymond Beecher 

COXSACKIE - In a "hands 
on" effort to better understand the 
interests of 4th graders in NYS and 
local history, this columnist on a 
Tuesday in early November was a 
guest of Mrs. Henke's fourth grade 
class at Greenville Central School. 
It was a "show and tell" effort 
jointly sponsored by the office of 
the Greene County historian, the 

. Greene County Historical Society 
and VFW Post 10986. Voice of 
Democracy program. 

The session, as to be expected, 
· was an active one as artifacts of 
history were passed among the 
class members. Numerous questions 
were asked and information shared 
with classmates · .. --~-- · 

illustrations of local interest plus 
the drawing of the newly opened 
Brooklyn Bridge. 

A sampler stitched by Selima 
Burch in the year 1818 illustrated 
the domestic arts training given to 
young girls in the first decades of 
the 19th century. 

Indian artifacts, including a 
recently excavated flint chip from 
Mineberg (Flint Mine Hill) demon
strated the retained sharpness of 
such material shaped for projectile 
points. (The class had earlier made 
a field trip to that Indian site.) Also 
shown were Indian artifacts found 
in the Aleutian Islands which led to 
a discussion of the native land
bridge connection with Asia. 

Postcard . view of Greenville 

ranged from street scenes, buildingsc:_, 
and boardinghouse advertisements . • 
Dirt roads were noticed. Greenville "-J. 
in the early years of the 19th cen- ~ 
tury was connected to Coxsackie by 
a toll road, a stock financed opera-
tion. A number of blank stock cer
tificates were distributed and each 
student was enrolled as a stock
holder. 

In a time when one reads so 
much negative publicity about the 
educational process, it was a very 
positive experience for both this 
historian and students and indicates 
all learning does not necessarily 
come just from books but rather 
from a multiple of sources. Mrs. 
Henke is complµnenteq, ~ , are her 
students. 
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Examples of~~e fJ?i:faper cur
rency from the: Gr~e County 
Bank dated March 4, 1822, large 
early copper pennies, two and three 
cent pieces, gold paper certificates, 
etc. attracted considerable attention. 
It led to one student matching the 
size of a current one dollar bill with 
the much larger one of earlier vin
tage. Tinware produced at 
McCabe's Tinshop in Greenville in
cluded a cylindrical pierced tin lan
tern and a small kerosene container 
with soldered spout. The wrapping 
paper used in the Roe Brothers 
store in the village in 1884 carried 

It was Charles E. Dornbusch 
former Vedder librarian as well ~ 
proprietor of Hope Farm Bookshop 
in Cornwallville, who constantly 
stressed the importance of acquiring 
current paper material for a 
research library's collections. "In 
years to come local history scholars 
will be grateful," was one of his 
truisms. Since his time, the Vedder 
Memorial Library, the research 
branch of the Greene County His
torical Society, has followed his 
dictum. They are presently main
taining 20 file cabinet drawers 
covering Greene County's organita
tions, people and· events. The files 
are in constant use. 

Reed Street. J 
Programs of many organizations 

reflect the community service as
pects of such non-profit groups: the 
Rotary Club, fire companies, gar
den club, as well as educational and 
religious organizations. The 
Catskill Mountain Guide for the 
season of 1935 on it's back cover 
depicts two dancers and the adver
tis~ment "Dine and Dance at Jerry's 
Clrmax Hotel." Several persons 
recalled Jerry's in their "Climax 
Recollections" recordingsd for that 
recently published booklet. Tickets 
good for one quart of milk at Parks 
& Sons Dairy, as · well as Chamber 
of Cornrnerce promotional guides 
featuring Coxsackie beach on a 
busy weekend are all past 
memories. 

Now through the generosity of 
Bill Bergman, 6 Reed St., Cox
sackie, owner and operator of W .E. 
Bergman & Son Printers since the 
early 1930's, the Vedder Library 
has been given carte blanche in 
sorting through several boxes of 
their printer's work dating from the 
1930's to current times. A few of 
the many selections will be dis
played on Saturday, Nov. 27, at the 
"Coxsackie of Yesteryears" local 
l,;••""' ~hnw at the Town Hall, 

The sorting and cataloging of 
the several boxfuls of selected 
paper material, including many 
posters, will be a winter's work for 
the historical society's library staff. 
Needless to say, Bill Berman merits 
a special "thank-you" for his gt>-~,._ 
ous gesture in helping to pre. .! 

local history. He would have made 
Charles E. Dornbusch very happy. 
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