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Greene County Gleanings 
By Raymond Beecher 

COXSACKIE - At the Cox
sackie Village-Wide Yard Sale this 
past Saturday, I spotted a thin pile 
of printed programs for the "Cox
sackie Speedway." Such paper 
memorabilia is "part and parcel" of 
local history. It was the second "of
ficial" raceway in Coxsackie, the 
first having been the Coxsackie 
Trotting Track at the fairgrounds 
after 1883. Both trotting and har
ness events were featured on that 
rail-enclosed half-mile track. The 
Rev. Lewis Lampman was an astute 
judge of horses. At the Bronck 
Farm is one of his two-wheeled, 
one-horse and rider sulky vehicles 
used on this raceway. (See "Under 
Three Flags,'' photographic sec
tion.) 

It was Walter Parks who estab
lished a public track for stock car 
racing in Coxsackie. The program 
which survives is for 1953. It ap
pears to have been a well-organized 
operation. Emma Schmit{, a nearby 
neighbor on Noble Street, recalls 
the blacktopping of the 1/4 mile 
stretch with trucks loaued with 
steaming asphalt lined up waiting 
to "dump" in Park's pasture. 

This 1953 program contains the 
handicapping arrangements for 
heats, consolation heat, semi-finals 
and the main event. The qualifying 
race consisted of 12 laps around the 
track, the semi-finals 15, the con
solation 10, while the main event 
called for 25. Flag signals were of 
various colors: the "Go" signal 
called for green, "Stop" for red, 
yellow indicated "Slow-Hold posi
tion," while the white reminded 
drivers they were entering the last 
lap. To "Move Over for competitor 
passing" the blue flag with diagonal 
stripes was waved. "Puiling into L.'1e 
pit '' required the black signal and, 
and the "Finish" one was check
ered . No mention was made of 
prizes nor registering fees, if any. 
Readers may recall the public ad
mission price although many of the 
younger population came in "the 
back door." 

Equally interesting is the adver-

tisement section, pages which 
reflect the turnover of mercantile 
businesses. Vosburgh's Soda Bai, 
TV and Radio" used the entire back 
page. Haas Garage and Jackson & 
Boome combined to advertise their 

"wrecking services," probably very 
appropriate for stock car smashups. 
Michael Mareli was urging po
tential patrons to visit his Silver 
Lake Farm between Medway and 
Grapevine. A similar invitation 
came from Cure's Inn "at the 
entrance to Coxsackie Beach." 
Other "watering holes" could be 
found at the West End. Wood's 
Refreshment Stand at the speedway 
sold hotdogs, soda, candy, ciga
rettes and ice cream, while Harriet 
and Joe Kelly "on the top of the 
hill" back of the speaker's stand, 

featured beer. The National Bank of 
Coxsackie was advertising "friendly 
service" of a different variety. 

Of the numerous other adver
tisers, only a few currently survive; 
among these are Red's, Vosburgh 
Nurseries, Schmidt Bros., Matter 
Construction, Oren's, the National 
Bank of Coxsackie, Brady Funeral 
Home, and Max Wood. Gone are 
Gabe Pantaleo, A. Sbarbaro, Cap's 
Market, Martin's Newsroom, Scully 
Foundry & Machine Co., Dr. Sol 
Y arvin, Coons & Schoonmaker, 
Ernest Dombrowe and Cliff 
Hyman. 

.Forty years have passed. 
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