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The sighting of comets through

out mankind's existence has long 
had portentous meaning for many 
observers. In the thinly populated 
colony of New York, including the 
Coxsackie Precinct, the sighting of 
the great comet of 1680 was a 
cause for fear and religious repen
tence. Just how many persons lo
cally were affected is uncertain, 
population figures being very limit
ed. That it was low is judged by the 
census of 1714, thirty~four years 
later, which indicated a count of 
only 242 persons, including 53 
slaves, for the combined area of 
Coxsackie and the north part of the 
Manor of Livingston. 

With the colonial governor hav
ing sailed from New York, the 
Commissaries at Albany addressed 
their communication to Capt. A. 
Brockholles at Fort George. It was 
sent Indian Post by runner Wat
tawitt who was to be paid at that 
place with a "Blankett & shirt." 

The Albany communication in 
its period spelling and lack of punc
tuation is quoted as far as it relates 
to the sighting of the comet. 

Wee doubt not but yow have 
seen ye Dreadful Cornett Starr wh 
appeared in ye south west, on ye 
9th of Decembr Last about 2 a 
clock in ye afternoon, fair sun
nshyne wether, a little above ye 
Sonn (sun), whe (where) takes its 

course more Northerly, and was 
seen the Sunday nigl}t after, about 
twy-light (twilight) with a fyery 
(fiery) Tail or Streemer in ye West 
To ye great astoneshment of all 
Spectators, & is now seen every 
night wt clear weather, undoubtedly 
God Thretens us wo Dradfull Pun
ishments if wee do not Rpent, we 
would have Caused ye Domine 
Proclaim a Day of fasting and hu
miliation tomorrow to be kept on 
Weddensday ye 12 Jany in ye 
Town of Albany and Dependencies 
(Coxsackie being one in 1680-81). 

From New York under date of 
Jan. 13, 1681, Capt. Brockholles 
replied reassuring the Albany Com
missaries they had not overstepped 
their authority. 

Yor's of the first Instant by the 
Indian Post received and am glad to 
here (hear) all things Well. Wee 
have Seen the Cornett not att the 
time you mention only in the Eve
ning the Streame being very large 
but know not its predicts or Events, 
and as they Certainly threaten Gods 
Vegence and Judgments and are 
promonitors to use Soe Doubt not 
of yor and each of yor performance 
of yr Duty by prayer, etc. as be
comes good Christians Especially at 
this time. 

Both communications also · ex
pressed concern at the small harvest 
of com and hopes for a better agri
cultural year. 
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