
Greene Appoints First New 
Historian in.s-o Years 

BY CAROLYN BENNETI' 
CATSKILL -- Raymond Beech

er, a 76 year old retired college 
professor and guidance director 
who currently serves as Trustee 
Emeritus of the Greene County 
Historical Society, was appoint
ed in January to the position of 
county historian by the Greene 
County Legislature. 

Beecher, who has served as 
the county's archivist and has 
been a member of the Greene 
County Historical Society since 

1945. replaces county historian 
Mabel ~n who served in 
that position from 1962 until 
Beecher's appointment in 
January. 

"There's absolutely nobody 
more qualified in Greene County 
to be its historian," according to 
Greene County Historical Socie
ty President Bob Stackman. "It's 
been a long time coming for 
Ray." 

As county historian, Beecher 
sees his new role as "giving 

' some mild encouragement" to 
the county's I 7 village and town 
historians. 

"Mild encouragement. that's 
one aspect," says Beecher. "You 
want to encourage them out of a 
labor of love. The other thing is 
to get students and others to 
discover and appreciate the 
roots and development of this 
area. I think the job of county 
historian has flexible guidelines. 
It's really up to each historian." 

One of Beecher's first initia
tive's is a get-together of village 
and town historians in late 
spring. "I hope we can all get 
together to exchange ideas," he 
says. 

Born in New York City, a 
mixture of German, French and 
English background, Beecher's 
maternal ancestors, Baxters by 
name, came over during the 
Dutch period; his father's 
ancestors arrived on these 
shores after the Franco-Prus
sian War. 

Beecher's family moved to 
Greenville in 1927. where the 
historian graduated from 
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LEE FERRIS/MT. EAGLE 
NEW HISTORIAN ... Ray Beecher of Coxsackie has taken over the position of Greene County 
Historian after Mabel J~left the post in January. 
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Creenville Central School in 
l -934. He went on in 1934 to 
earn a bachelor of science 
degree from Hartwick College In 
bneonta. and a Master's Degree 
from Boston University in 1946. 
!'le also did extensive post
graduate work at the State 
University at Albany. 

'f:.. :: During the war years. Beecher 
was a tenured teacher and 
~saistant professor until 1953: 
Hrst. at th-e Oneonta High 
$chool where he taught English 
l(nd Commercial. and then at 
his alma mater. Hartwick , 
where he taught Business and 
Economics. 
,: He spent four years In the 
Asiatic-Pacific and European 
t.neaters of operation during 
World War II and came back to 
Oreene County In 1953 to his 
family home at Coxsackie where 
,e taught at NYS Vocational 
fnstitute and for two decades 
"o/aS guidance supervisor at 
€0.xaackie Correctional Facility. 
; Most of his adult life has been 
4evoted to doing volunteer work 
[or a variety of no-n-for-proflt 
~ups. 
:. He has served as volunteer 
~urator of the Greene County 
Historical Society's Branck 
Museum and has twice served 
is Society president. Eventually 
be "stepped down from that 
position for a younger genera
ifon." but he continues to serve 
as volunteer librarian for the 
Society's Vedder Memorial 
t..ibrary. 
:: Under Beecher's direction. 
both the Society and the library 
bave continued to thrive. 
• For 14 years . Beecher served 
aa the Society's quarterly histor
ical journal editor: he has also 
researched and written exten
~ively on Greene County in the 
journal's pages and elsewhere. 
: In 1976 he served Greene 
County as chairman of its 
American Revolution Bicenten
nial Celebration. He has also 
served as volunteer county 
archivist and as Coxsackie 
town Historian. 
: In addition. he established the 
9reene County Historical Regis-

ter and Is a member of tha1t 
committee. 

Mr. Beecher ls the author of 
three books and many historical 
articles. His Letters from a 
Revolution. which he edited, and 
Out to Greenville and Beyond, 
are both still available from 
Hope Farm Press. as is his most 
recent book. Under Three Flags, 
a history of the Coxsackie. 
Earlton & Climax Settlements. 
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published in 1991 by Blad 
Dome Press. 

The author and historian is 
currently working on a new 
"booklet" on Kaaterskill Clove . 

Mr. Beecher has been the 
recipient of numerous citations 
and awards. 

He lives in Coxsackie with his 
wife. Catharine Shaffer Beecher. 
a retired Oneonta Senior High 
School art teacher. 
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