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Greene County Gleanings 
by Raymond Beecher 

Among the Castle Seeley docu
ments in the Flint-VanValkenburg 
Memorial Collection, a 1995 gift to · 
the Greene County Historical Soci
ety's Vedder Memorial Library, is a 
two-page invoice with the printed 
heading of Daniel W. Gantley, No. 
173 Pearl Street, New York. The 
invoice listing reveals this New 
York City merchant was a whole
sale dealer in dry goods and as
sorted notions. The April 28, 183 7 
bill reveals purchases by Athenian 
merchant Castle Seeley in the 
amount of $261.80. From the size 
and variety of the order it would 
appear most of the purchase . was 
for "stock in trade." It was a period 
of time when much clothing was 
made at home, including men's 
shirts. For the ladies, the yard 
goods carried such names as Buck
ram, Apron check, Furniture 
dimity, Irish linen, Fancy prints, 
Super prints, Blue and. White ging
ham and Cambric muslin. 

Packing this large order for ship
ment upriver to the wharf at Athens 
called for the construction of a spe
cial crate costing ten shillings as 
well as cartage of three. It should 
be noted that as late as the 1830's 
crating and cartage were being 
quoted in shillings, a long holdover 
from colonial times. Four blankets 

reminds us Mr. Seeley also held 
that appointment from the federal 
government, probably at the same 
store location. 

Daniel W. Gantley's mini-biog
raphy appears in the booklet au
thored by Schuyler Van Loan and 
Mabel P. Smith and was published 
by Hope Farm Press and Bookshop 
in 1973. What is interesting for lo
cal historians is that this New York 
City merchant retired upriver to 
Athens in 1848, purchasing the 
Haight brick residence at the south-

. em edge of the village (later the 
Van Loan and now the Francis Hal
lenbeck residence). Mr. Gantley's 
wife was Maria Hosmer of Hudson. 
Athens would become the Gantley 
residence after 1848 until his death 
on March 8, 1881. The residence 
then came down the next generation 
of surviving daughters and their 
nieces. On March 21, 1905, for 
$7,100, the Haight-Gantley real . 
property passed to Thomas Van 
Loan, spice and coffee importer, 
with a stone house in Brooklyn. 
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at 75 cents each were used to line 
the box. One layer of contents in~ , 
eluded spools of thread, a gross of 
"Lasting overcoat buttons," and a 
:lozen "Ladies white ribbed com 
1ose." 

The Gantley firm's invoice, 
·olded into its own 1inJ!~was fas
:ened by sealing wax. By this era 
most post offices were beginning to 
stamp the point of mailings as well 
as the month and the day but not 
the year. The address, C. Seeley, 
Esq., Post Master Athens, NY . 


