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The State of New York has had 
its share of socialistic lifestyle com
munities, among them being• the 
Forestville Community northwest 
of Earlton. That one lasted shortly 
over 12 months with members 
migrating off to the Saratoga area 
and as far west as New Harmony, 
Indiana. 

One of the so-termed "com
munistic" groups was established at 
Oneida, Madison County, its fol
lowers frequently being referred to 
as "perfectionists." Founded by 
John Humphrey Noyes in 1847, it 
has had a lengthy history of sur
vival. In 1879 it abandoned certain 
of its precepts especially those 
relating to the original marriage 
system with no permanent ties. 
Two years later its assets were 
placed in a newly formed join stock 
company, the Oneida Community 
thus recognizing individual prop
erty rights. Prosperity came with 
the manufacture of Oneida silver
ware, with branch factories at Niag
ara Falls, Sherrill and Kenwood, 
New York. 

In an exchange of correspon
dence with Barbara Smith Rivette, 
daughter of former county historian 
Mabel P. Smith, she was thoughtful 
enough to include copies of two 
mini-biographies of Oneida Com
munity women, namely Candace 
Bushnell and Tryphena Freeman. 
Interestingly enough, both came 
from Greene County. Neither fe
male's maiden surname is known. 

Candace Bushnell was born at 
Catskill June 29, 1817. Educated at 
the Canandaigua Seminary she sub
sequently married Harvey Bushnell. 
One offspring, namely son Albert, 
was the result of this union. Strong 
differences of opinion pertaining to 
religion brought about a marital es
trangement. An active proselityzer 
for the Oneida Community, on 
Sept. 27, 1866 she joined with one 
of her recruits. For the remainder of 
her life (death coming Nov. 10, 
1895) she served the Community 
being "skilled in both exhortation 
and consolation." Son Albert never 
followed her example. Although at 

first buried in the Commumty cem
. etery, her family was eventually 
successful in having her remains 
reinterred at Catskill. 

Less is known about Tryphena 
Freeman (1810-1889). Joining the 
Oneida Community Sept. 4, 1874, 
as a widow of E.P. Freeman, unlike 
Candace Bushnell she was success-

-" 
ful in persuading her son John S. 
Freeman to follow her example, 
their descendants continuing to be 
active members. 

On the Vedder Memorial Li
brary's "information wanted list" is 
the burial cemetery of Candace 
Bushnell and the maiden surnames 
of both Candace and Tryphena. 
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