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The ease of mobility with the 
automobile in today's world of im
proved highways contrasts sharply 
with the means of transportation 
available in the latter decades of the 
19th century. While many families 
maintained horses and carriages or 
wagons, few used these conve
niences for long distances. To the 
inland hamlets and villages of 

, northern Greene County, as well as 
for the more localized residents, 
Coxsackie was the transportation 
hub. 

Three stage lines connected 
Coxsackie with points as far west 
as Medusa and South Westerlo. 
Their use meant a full day of travel. 
Alverson 's Stage, in 1898, covered 
the route between Coxsackie and 
Medusa, stopping off at Climax, 
Medway, Grapeville, Greenville 

. and Norton Hill. Medusa dwellers 
had to be early risers if they 
planned a trip, the stage leaving 
that lower Albany County settle
ment by 6 a.m. Reversely, Alver
son's left Coxsackie early in the af
ternoon at 1 :30. 

Some competition was offered 
by Tousan's Stage, which also 
stopped at Climax but then varied 
from Alverson's by going by way 
of Urlton, Surprise and Greenville 
Center. The Evan's Stage in its ad
vertisement in The Coxsackie 
Times of 1898 does not specify any 
stopoffs en route but appears to 
have been an "express of sorts" to 
Greenville, that village being a hub 
for surrounding villages and ham
lets. 
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Coxsackie was also the northern 
Greene County terminal for more 
distant travelers to and from New 
York or Albany. Some might prefer 
to use the New York Central and 
Hudson River Railroad, which re
quired a Coxsackie steam ferry 
crossing of the river. In wintertime 
it meant the use of a ferry sleigh 
with increased danger to life and 
limb. The West Shore Railroad was 
more convenient for Albany but for 
New York it meant a ferry crossing 
from Jersey. In this time frame one 
could choose from five trains a day 
on either line. 

With the ice moving out of the 
Hudson, water became a favorite 
means of travel. For those going 
northerly, the Excelsior Steamboat 
Company _adhered to a convenient 
timetable between Catskill, Cox
sackie and Albany. It meant leaving 
Coxsackie Landing at 8:30 a.m. and 
usually reaching steamboat dock in 
Albany by 10. Return passengers 
could expect to be discharged at 
Coxsackie by 5:30 p.m. Since this 
was after the departure of the stage 
lines to the westward, some passen
gers had to plan on an overnight 
stay at one of the several local 
hotels. 

The Coxsackie and New York 
Night Boats offered competition to 
the railroads. The Onteora pulled 
up its gangplank from the Cox
sackie pier promptly at 3:30 p.m. 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, while its sister ship, the 
McManus, handled the passenger 
traffic on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

Saturdays. That night line provided 
daily return trips (except on Sun
day), leaving from Pier 43, foot of 
Christopher Street, at 6 p.m. In 
1898 the one-way ticket price was 
set at $1. 

Mail schedules were far more 
elaborate in 1898. Postmaster 
Stephen Van Dyck had a minimum 
of four outbounds daily except Sun
day. The stage mails for Climax, 
Urlton, Result, Surprise, Greenville 
Centre and Greenville closed at 9 
a.m. and at 1:15 p.m. For West 
Coxsackie, Climax, Medway, 
Grapeville, Medusa, South 
Westerlo and Norton Hill there was 
only one closing - at 1:15 p.m. 
Any stage line which could contract 
to carry the United States mail 
could be assured of extra income. 
Postmaster Van Dyck also had 
deadlines for the railroad mail car
riage. Strangely enough, the Cox
sackie Post Office was open to the 
public each Sunday morning for 
one hour. One suspects this was 
more for meeting outgoing mail 
deadlines than for any other reason. 

Travelers might use the Westcott 
Express Company for the checking 
of baggage, Schuyler C. Bishop 
being their agent at the Coxsackie 
station. Those desiring to use the 
Cummings Stage between Reed 
Street and the West Coxsackie train 
depot were warned to allow one 
half hour's transit time. 

One can readily understand why 
many families did a minimum of •·· 
travel prior to the advent of the au-

tomobile. :S, Cf,/ .QwL.LJ ~ -J..{ 1 (( f& 


