
Greene County Glea~i11gs 
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The Coxsackie newspapers, such 
as The Times, were urging local 
residents to see "Edison's Wonder -
ful War-Graph," including "Wreck 
of the Maine with explosion and 
great scenic effects, plus the battle 
of Manila Bay." It was Thomas 
Alva Edison, using George A. 
Eastman's film, who in 1889 
produced the first true motion pic
tures with his newly invented 
kinetoscope. Thereafter, Edison 
went on to improve on initial in
ventions. Among his subsequent 
machines were the biograph and the 
viliscope. 

Traveling skilled operators of 
Edison's machines were quick to 
see the potential for profit in 
providing novelty productions at 
rural opera houses, usually one or 
two night stands. This also meant 
income for the opera house owners. 
Thus what appears to be the advent 
of the motion picture entertainment 
in Coxsackie · came to the Dolan 
Opera House on Wednesday and 

Thursday evenings, December 14-
15, 1898. Within the previous few 
months, Dolan had contracted for 
the wiring of his River Street build
ing; he could boast of 30 electric 
lightbulbs! That same year James 
G. Newbury had incorporated the 
Coxsackie Light & Power Com
pany, thus providing more capital 
for expanded and improved power 
services .• 

The year 1898 brought about the 
Spanish-American War, a short 
conflict in comparison to the 
lengthy heretofore fought Civil 
War. Patriotism was at a high level 
as Greene County men were called 
up . Now they were starting the 
return trip back home. Thus the 
December "Living Picture Show" 
held great interest to Coxsackians, 
including as it did scenes from the 
Cuban phase of the war. Admiral 
Dewey's victory of Manila Bay 
"reproducing with startling effects 
the destruction of the Spanish fleet 
in the greatest naval combat of 
modern times." The battle of San
tiago with the . destruction·· of 
Cevera's battle vessels and the 
charge of the gallant Rough Riders 
were guaranteed to · be part of the 
visual performance. All of this was 
to be accompanied by appropriate 
music. 

Reserved seats for the Edison 
show at the Dolan Opera House 
were available at Jordan's Drug
store on Monday of that week in 
December 1898. Selections were 
priced at 50, 35 and 25 cents. Of 
course tickets could be purchased at 
the booth both nighrs but there was 
always the possibility of "no seats 
left." 

Diligent research has yet to find 
a Coxsackian's personal diary entry 
with an indication of attendance at 
this pioneer motion picture event. 
To date, the newspapers are the 
only source of information. The 
Dolan Opera House, of course, be-
came the Coxsackie Theater. . ( 
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