
Greene county Gleanings 
by Raymond Beecher 

In a heavily stamped envelope a 
few weeks ago, one sent from Bris
tol, VA, came a issue of The Cox
sackie Times newspaper dated 10 
December 1898. It was found 

/ among some family papers in pos-
0 session of Mrs. Polly Sherman. 
~ Generally such single issues · were 
'-- saved because they held a family 

._ birth, marriage or death notice. And 
--1l this was the Sherman case, the 

1898 issue carrying a laudatory eu-
·--:-r logy relating to the life of Augustus 
r:-6 Sherman who met an unexpected 

tragic death while disembarking 
, \' from the steamer Lotta at New 
~ Baltimore upon that "river taxi's" 
~ down trip from Albany. Regardless 
'1 of the reason for the Sherman-;, < saving this particular local newspa

.-l r\:i,er, it has the additiona! merit. of 
11 providing us with an mterestmg 
',1 glimpse of life in Coxsackie and its 
~ environs at the end of the 19th cen-
~ tury. 

'y The Coxsackie Times was a i four-page affair, published weekly 
on Saturday afternoon from . its 

' River Street location; the "editor, 
\'__) publisher and proprietor" was C. 

Melvin Pierce. Subscription rates 
were $1 the year, six months at 50 
cents or three months for 25 cents. 
Single issues might also be pur
chased at the newstands of Worden 
and Gedney. 

The format followed the practice 
of publishing lpcal and area news 
on the interior pages. The front, 
without the use of headlines, was 
divided into two sections. The ex
treme left tw0 columns contained 
standardized local service informa
tion relating to rail, ferry and river
boat time schedules, church ser
vices, lodge meetings, etc. The 
remainder of the front page held 
two pieces of fiction filler. The 
back page held both national and 

local advertising, being supple
mented by a longer article released 
by the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 
relating to the introduction of the 
Philippine bee (East Indian Honey 
Bee, known scientifically as Apis-
dorsta), one having enormous 
manufacturing capacity. 

For eligible "joiners" Coxsackie 
maintained eight lodges: Ark Lodge 
(Masonic Hall, Reed Street); Faith 
Lodge No. 341, 1.0.G.T. (G.A.R. 
Hall, Reed Street); Eureka Lodge, 
K of P. No. 131 (Castle Hall, Reed 
Street); Coxsackie Chapter No. 85, 
R.A.M. (Masonic Hall, Reed 
Street); Hollister Post No. 27, 
G.A.R. (Hallenbeck Bldg., Reed 
Street); Ancient Order of Hiber
nians (Hibernian Hall over Collier's 
dry goods store); and Coxsackie 
Council No. 1552, Royal Arcanum 
(G.A.R. Hall, Reed Street). These 
bodies met usually once a month on 
different evenings to accommodate 
those individuals belonging to more 

-than one. 
In addition to the lodges, volun

teer fire companies expected their 
members to appear at monthly 
meetings. D.W. Morgan Hose Co. 
No. 4, of which James Carrick was 
the foreman, met at that company's 
firehouse at the Upper Landing. In 
the west end, Henry Rosa as fore
man, directed the affairs of Cox
sackie Hose Co. No. 3. Designated 
Geo. H. Scott Hook & Ladder Co. 
No. 1, its affairs were supervised 
by H.J. Hahan at their firehouse on 
North River Street. Finally, fore
man John H. Goodwin and his 
D.M. Hamilton Steamer Co. No. 2 
utilized the brick building at the 
corner of New and River streets 
(still in the same firehouse today). 

The religious needs of the resi
dents were met by six church con
gregations. On Mansion Street hill 

the Rev. Thomas Luney presided 
over the Episcopal group. St. 
Mary's still on lower Church Street, 
between Ely and South River, had 
the priestly services of the Rev. 
Thomas P. Walsh. The African 
Methodist Episcopal congregation, 
the Rev. R.H. Shirley as pastor, 
held forth at its site between 
Lafayette and Van Dyck. Of the 
two Reformed Church bodies, the 
First was benefiting from the pasto
ral concerns of the Rev. Eugene 
Hill while the Second Reformed in 

its brick building on Ely Street was 
utilizing Pastor F.S. Barnum. Morn
ing and evening Sunday services 
were the general rule. Christian en
deavor and Sunday schools catered 
to the youth. Prayer services could 
be attended, usually on Thursday 
evenings. 

These social and religious meet
ings did much to occupy the time 
of the Coxsackie residents apart 
from earning their livelihoods. 


