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The Charles L. Beach name is 
so closely connected with the 
famed 19th century Catskill Moun
tain House that individuals some
times forget it had an earlier phase 
of existence. The success in raising 
capital after being chartered by the 
state in 1823, insured a more ade
quate building at the Pine Orchard 
site. Over the fall of 1823 and the 
winter months following, the 
Catskill Mountain Association con
tracted for the erection of a perma
nent hotel, the timbers allegedly cut 
from the nearby forestlands . Over
seeing the construction was local 
carpenter, Wells Finch, and his as
sistant, one Samuel Chichester. Van 
Zandt' s volume provides the reader 
with more details. 

The new hotel, with its large 
columned veranda, was a major 
topic · of interest in both Greene 
County and elsewhere, a magnet for 
both the traveling public and local 
residents. On July 15, 1824, Castle 
Seeley and wife succombed; their 
own horse and carriage furnished 
the tranportation. Castle Seeley, the 
Athens postmaster, was then 36 
years of age. Because of this Seeley 
desire to see the new hotel on .the 
mountaintop then being managed 
by Wm. Van Bergan, and because 
Seeley later used the receipted bill 
to make business notations on the 
blank reverse side, historians may 
now study one of the original print
ings used to bill the guests in the 
first year of the permanent building 
in 1824. 

The two Seeley Athenians had 

both tea and breakfast, each meal 
costing the couple 75 cents . In con
trast, overnight lodging was had at 
25 cents. "Horse keeping" in the 
stable brought about a charge of the 
same amount for both man and 
beast. Feeding a sufficient quantity 
of oats to the Seeley horse cost 35 
cents. The bill format indicates the 
guests had a wide choice of special 
beverages: claret, Madeira, 
teneriffe, London brown stout, 
Comstock' s Cider and Congress 
(Saratoga) Water. The Seeleys 
made no selection from that more 
expensive list but did spend another 
19 cents in the category of "Punch, 
Brandy, Segars, etc." The total 

hotel expense for the Seeleys came 
to $2.50. The blank line "To Keep
ing Servants," indicates these Hud
son Valley individuals came alone. 

The 6½x4-inch printed billhead, 
one with an attractive Greek Key 
border, has survived in a collection 
of Seeley family papers acquired by 
Orin Q. Flint during his Athens 
years of residence. As a memorial 
to this first president of the Greene 
County Historical Society, the 
Catskill Mountain House item and 
a wide assortment of other local 
history material has come from the 
grandson connection, John C. Van 
Valkenburg and , his wife Pa;ricia of 
Athens . ::_..cr,1 ~ ~ if (t<itS-


