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Greene County Gleanings 
by Raymond Beecher 

Items having a connection with 
earlier township families tend to 
rouse interest for researchers, espe
cially if such items are oddities. 
Ever since the Paul and Bathsheba 
Sherman and descendants family 
papers came to the Vedder Library 
as a memorial to Edward Ely Sher
man, certain New Baltimore sur
names have stood out in the study 
of bound and unbound manuscript 
material. The latest acquisition aug
ments our hamlet knowledge of the 
Goldsmith family and their retail 
trading operations. 

Early in the . post-Revolutionary 
period's settlement the Goldsmiths' 
names appear in the mercantile 
partnership of Ten Eyck and Gold
smith. Subsequently they operated 
as individual proprietors. 

R.H. Goldsmith as early as 1871 
was a saloon keeper on Mill Street 
in New Baltimore at a time when 
river traffic and the ice harvesting 
operations helped fill the cash 
drawers. By the time of the printing 
of an 1880 Greene County directory 
he was the proprietor of a candy 
store. In the 1890 directory · he was 
listed as a newsdealer. 

Somewhere in this latter time 
frame, before the advent of the Pure 
Food and Drug laws, R.H. Gold
smith either acquired by purchase 
or developed his own formula for a 
toothache remedy. Thereafter he of
fered his "Tooth Ache Wax" at ten 
cents the bottle. Whether he had a 

"gold mine" or not is difficult to 
say. We do know that thanks to a 
recent Vedder Library acquisition, 
he invested in what was for the 
time "expensive advertising." A 
three-dimensional 13-inch multi
color Dutch style male character 
calendar advertised R.R Gold
smith's Tooth Ache Wax, a calen
dar printed by the U.S. Calendar 
Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

All of which leads to more 
research on this New Baltimore 
medical remedy. It is another of 
several produced with Greene 
County surnames. 


