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• Greene County Gleanings 
by Raymond Beecher 

Collecting cookbooks, both 
modern and of more ancient vin
tage, is a popular hobby well recog
nized by book dealers. Wh~n the 
volume carries a local publisher's 
imprint, value increases. Except in 
unusual circumstances, few house
wives ever experiment today with 
pre-WWI recipes with their quan
tities of butter, cream, eggs, etc. 
Temperatures for baking are also . 
vague, with measurements ... "a 
lump of butter the size of a wal
nut." 

In the latter days of the 19th 
century well into the several 
decades of the 20th, many village 
ladies' groups produced books of 
favorite recip_es, the sales of these 
publications aiding churches, 
libraries and other groups. 

At the Coxsackie Town Histori
an's Paper Show at the Reed Street 
Hall this year, Mrs. Mildred 
Cameron appeared with a hereto
fore unknown cookbook for the 
Vedder Library collection. Slightly 
the worse for continual use ·· at an 
earlier date, it had been handed 
down to her. The title is of special 
interest to local historians: "The 
Elm Street Cook Book: A Collec
tion of Well Proven Recipes Fur
nished by the Ladies of Elm Street 
[Coxsackie]. The purpose of this 
publication effort was to raise 
money for the Coxsackie Union 
News Power Print, it was bring 
sold in the year 1906 .. 

It was a period of time when 
ladies were somewhat reticent 
about having their names appear in 
print other than for "births, mar
riages, and deaths." Hence many 
merely used their husbands' sur
names affixed with "Miss or Mrs." 
Platt Coonley was the only male to 
contribute a recipe - one for his 
favorite lemon pie. 

Not only was money to be made 
from the sale of the cookbooks--the 
arms of local firms were also 
twisted for advertising. Thus we 
have more local history. Dayton B. 
Smith's Newsroom carried all the 
leading periodicals, his store then 
being on the south side of Reed 
Street. As agent for the Catskill 
Hygiene Laundry, he guaranteed 
satisfaction with work sent out 
Wednesday, returning on Saturday. 
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Watches, and Jewelry." J.E. 
Browne Jr. was a local newsdealer 
and tobacconist. Long a standby on 
Reed Street, in 1906 A. Sbarboro & 
Co. was stressing wholesale and 
retail contacts for imported and 
domestic fruit, nuts, etc. "All kinds 
of Foreign and American confec
tionary. Ice Cream sodas in sea
son." 

Still in its first location in the 
Dolan Opera House Block, F. Ritz 
was a "dealer in plain and fancy 
groceries." Stressing its policy as 

"cash grocers," Poit and Hinsch had 
taken over Hallock's old store. 

Courtesy advertising came from 
Coxsackie's Miller-Hale Shirt and 
Collar Factory, from Attorney 
Omar Powell of New York City, 
from J. Herbert Newbury of 
Goshen, and H.H. Franklin of Syra
cuse. 

We have no indication as to how 
successful the Elm Street Cook 
Book was to be. If time permits , 
more research is called for by scan
ning the 1906 newspapers. 


