
Flint-Van Valkenburg Memorial Collection At GCHS 
Another significant local history 

collection has been saved for 
Greene County through the gener
osity of John C. and Patricia Van 
Valkenburg of North Church St., 
Athens. To be known as the Flint
Van Valkenburgh Memorial Collec
tion, following study and catalog
ing, the material will be available 
to researchers interested in Greene 
County and its surrounding envi
rons. 

It was Orin Q. Flint's interest in 
local history which spurred him on 
to collect both primary and second
ary paper material in the late 1920s 
and early 1930s. In addition to this 
avocation, Mr. Flint gave of his 
time to help found the Greene 
County Historical Society and also 
served as its first president. 

Foremost in the Flint-Van 
Valkenburg holdings is the Petrus 
Van Loon land records dating fro~ 
the reign of King George the Sec- . 
ond, one signaling the release of 
certain Van Loon claims to land in 

the Loonenburg Patent. Others re
late to the division of the real estate 
after the failure of the promoters to 
establish Esperanza (Hope) as a 
model settlement on the west bank 
of the Hudson at Athens. 

In the early post-Revolutionary 
decades, the growth of the village 
of Athens is also the story of such 
families as Northrup, Coffin, 
Seeley, Clark, and Haviland. Cer
tain of the documents reflect the 
economic development of this in-

. land port. It should be . recalled that 
prior to the establishment of the 
Town of Athens, the land south of 
Murderer' s Creek was included in 
the Township of Catskill. Hence we 
find the 1803 Uriah Coffin Liquor 
license being signed by Catskill's 
Excise Commissioners, namely 
Thomas Thomson, Samuel Haight 
and Joel Bellamy. In this time 
framed the collection also includes 
the official appointment of Castle 
Seeley as postmaster of Athens, 
dated 1810. 

in the first year of the permanent 
building's existence, that of 1824, 
the Catskill Mountain House was 
attracting the attention of numerous 
Greene County residents, among 
them being Postmaster and Mrs. 
Seeley of Athens. On a mid-July 
day in the summer of 1824 they 
departed from Athens in their own 
carriage for an overnight stay at 

this hotel of growing fame. The 
printed hotel billhead survives, 
receipted by the manager William 
Van Bergan; it will be discussed in 
a separate article, having survived 
from a period before the Beach 
family assumed control. 

The Flint-Van Valkenburg Col
lection is almost heavily weighted 
with early 20th century books, 
pamphlets, maps, and magazines, 
all having a local history content. 
Mrs. Patricia . Van Valkenburg has 
also established a photographic 
folder of 8x10 inch glossy Story 
professional photographs of the Co
operative Association's milk 
processing and distribution at 
Catskill as well as Dairylea efforts 
later working out of Kingston. 
These photos and additional milk 
topical articles come as a memorial 
to her father, Edward A. Guilzon. 

The generous actions of John C. 
Van Valkenburg, grandson of Orin 
Q. Flint, and of his wife's, are 
praiseworthy, especially since the 
material is in good condition and 
readily saleable . . During the sum
mer months at the new Vedder Li
brary, the display cases will hold 
changing exhibits of interest to 
researchers and collectors. The 
Flint-Van Valkenburg gift as well 
as the Edward A. Guilzon . Memo
rial will be featured. 
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