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COXSACKIE - Few families 
had deeper roots in the colony and 
state of New York than the Reed 
and Adams families of Coxsackie. 
The small cemeteries at West Cox
sackie and south on route 385 were 
their burial grounds. Colonel An
thony Van Bergen of Revolutionary 
War fame was their mutual ances
tor, as was his wife Maria Salisbury 
of Old Catskill. 

Over the last two decades Mrs. 
Frances Smith Adams and her sister 
Mrs. Ellen Smith Whitbeck, sub
stantially enhanced the manuscript 
and photographic collections in the 
Greene County Historical Society's 
Vedder Memorial Library. Their 
gifts included the Clough-Van 
Hoesen, Smith, Van Bergen, Reed 
and Adams paper material. These 
gifts are of significance in under
standing local history, they being a 
treasure trove of tangible informa
tion. 

With the Reed papers, the 
Greene Co. Historical Society's 
Quarterly Journal was enabled to 
publish_ a mini-biogniphy of Ros
well Reed, one of Greene County's 
post-Revolutionary mercantilists. 

In the late summer of this year 
has come a number of late 18th and 
early 19th century manuscripts 
relating to the Van Bergen-Adams 
ancestors. Of particular interest are 
the two 1784 documents legalizing 
the final division of the Coxsackie 
Patent between the Bronck and Van 
Bergen heirs. Mrs. Adams had a 
keen interest in this matter arid her 
research notes are included in the 
gift. They will be of help in the cat-
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aloging process. 
During the next several months 

accession and subject cards will be 
prepared as the material is studied. 
Among . the top priorities is the 
1824 political flyer for the People's 
Meeting at the inn of Mary Ludlow 
at Cairo. Such early Greene County 
political flyers reflect the formation 
and breakup of the then existing 
political parties. This one appeals 

\-
for support from those once relating ;;::_ 
to the "Whigs of 1776, the Republi- ...:::: 
cans of 1798 and all true Patriots of C 
1824, of the County of Greene." _ 

Scholars interested in such .... 
topics should ask for the Reed ~ 
Adams Memorial Collection. Ap-~ 
plication is being made for the list- ;..J 

ing of this collection in the Na- ~ 
tional Union Catalogue, The 
Library of Congress. 


