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COXSACKIE - As the years 
pass, I seem to be enriching the 
postal service. A steady exchange 
of correspondence has developed 
with individuals with some direct 
or indirect tie-in to Greene County. 

_1 ~ Occasionally I receive an interest-
~ ing bit of local history. This is one 

~ I want to share with readers. It was 
originally researched by one John 
Thomas of Weaverville, Calif. in an 

· article entitled "Whiskey Bottles 
Not In Books." Denis Hotaling got 
a copy from a now deceased rela
tive in Florida. The latter mailed a 
copy on to Grant W. Van Loan of 
Fort Plain who made certain that I 
received one, I having recently had 

published "The Houghtalings: A 
Dutch-American Family." 

Anson Parsons Hotaling, a na
tive son of New Baltimore, born in 
that township in the year 1827, 
earned a meager livelihood first on 
a farm and then in a country store. 
Like other young men of his time, 
he was enticed westward after the 
discovery of gold in California. At 
the age of 25 he sailed for the Pa
cific Coast, having embarked on the 
ship "Racehound" in New York 
Harbor. It was an eventful trip 
around Cape Hom, so much so that 
Hotaling almost decided to leave 
the ship at a South American port. 
But persevere he did, arriving at 
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Among the considerable number 
of interesting correspondents with 
this columnist is Ted Van Loan of 
Bradenton, FL, but once a resident 
of Prospect Ave., Catskill; On Au
gust 13, his 89th birthday, he was 
busy sending me another tidbit of 
local history, this one connected 
with the Catskill Mountain House. 
Seemingly, the public cannot get 
enough of that famous Beach hotel. 
Artifacts relating to that mountain
top hostelry are in great demand as 
demonstrated by the high bidding at 
various auction sales. I share Van 
Loan's recollection with you. 
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"When I was about 16, I became 
well versed in 'wireless' and had a 
good homemade receiver which ~e
came well known around town 
(Catskill). 

"In the summer of 1921 (I think) 
Jack Van Wagonen who was 
managing the M~. House h~ed ~e 
to bring my radio set to entertam 
his guests. It was necessary to add 
a high powered amplifier and 
speaker. So I rigged up an 'aerial' 
on the roof. I never realized there 
would be any difficulty in reception 
in such a favorable location, but as 
it turned out the only station I 

San Francisco in July 1852. Off he 
headed for the gold fields. Almost a 
year later, he returned to San Fran
cisco, a poorer but wiser man. 

Casting around for employment 
opportunities, Anson P. Hotaling 
drew upon his New Baltimore 
country store experience to open ·a 
retail establishment, stocking wine 
and spirits. He set up shop on the 
comer of Sansome and Jackson 
streets, San Francisco. He would 
remain partial to comer lots, even 
as he was forced to take more ex
tensive quarters three years later at 
Jackson and Jones streets. 

As a sideline, he began trading 
with South Pacific locations as well 
as to the northward with Russian 
Alaska, even after the American 
purchase. Profits kept flowing in; 
Anson Hotaling became an affluent 
businessman. With spare capital he 
wisely invested in real estate in 
Portland, Seattle and Spokane, but 
continued to reside in San Francis
co, on another comer site at 
Franklin and California. With him 
were his wife and three sons, An
son P. Jr., Richard M., and 
Frederick C. Hotaling. 

What makes Anson Hotaling a 
popular historical figure to bottle 
collectors on the West Coast is his 
"Hotaling Liquor Association of 
Puget Sound" embossed bottle used 
to market his private brands. Even 
years ago, one in good condition 
could command the price of a few 
hundred dollars; in today's market 
that price would be much higher. 
There is even the possibility a 
Hotaling bottle might surface in 
Australia, his trading interests 

1 reaching that continent. 
Of added interest is the mention 

in letters coming east to New Balti
more during the early 1860s is that 
Hotaling' s San Francisco store was 
the meeting place of other trans
planted New Baltimore residents, 
eager to exchange the news from 
back home. In the Edward Ely 
Sherman Memorial Collection at 
Greene County Historical Society 
Vedder Research Library, are lette 
of New Baltimore's John Kenned: ' 
Brown who also migrated to Cali
fornia in this same time frame 
period. Writing back to Capt. 
Joseph Sherman, he devotes a 
paragraph or two to the San Fran
cisco Hotaling gathering place. 


