
Greene County Gleanings 
by Raymond Beecher · 

FAIR 1888 
The Fair booklet of 1888 pres

ents the reader with a wide glimpse 
of Catskill mercantile establish
ments and a smaller one for Cairo. 
The importance of Catskill as a 
county trading center was well es
tablished. 

H.L. Boughton of Catskill, al
ways a firm believer in advertising, 
w~s s~essing "Boughton's Big Bar
gams m Dry Goods and Millinery." 
Readers might send for a sample of 
dress goods. Yet in the eras of the 
horse . and buggy, Day & Holt at 
253 Main Street, featured its black
smith's supplies, including iron and 
steel, wagon springs, axles, king 
bolts and shaft jacks. Their inven
tory of wagon makers' goods on 
hand covered such parts as wood
hub and patent wheels; oak, hickory 
and patent spokes; hubs, shafts and 
whiffletrees. Other lines included 
iron and lead pipe; pumps, sinks, 
Ranson Co. Stoves, and gas ma
.chines for hotels and boarding 
houses . "Goods packed and put on 
railroad cars free." 

" 

Whether they came to the · Cairo 
Fair or not, the Catskill and New 
York Night Boat Lines was stress
ing its convenient schedule. The 
steamers. Catskill, Walter Brett and 
Kaaterskill had set times for leav
ing their home port of Catskill and 
the same for returning at night from 
New Yark. The fare was $1 the 
trip. A_t the "Sign of the Iron Dog" 
on Mam Street, H.K. Hill was deal
in~ in "Paints, Oils, Glass, Sash, 
Blmds, Doors. House, Sign and 
C_arriage painting a specialty." (The 
history of the Iron Dog on Main 
Street is a story in itself.) 

Some other 1888 Fair booklet 
advertisers from Catskill were 
Brooks Brothers at 299 Main (hard
ware); Dunham & Breasted 
"Decorative Painters" at 199 Main; 
Henry Van Gorden, next to the 
Tanners Bank and opposite the post 
office, offering books, stationery 
supplies, wallpaper, window 

shades, daily and weekly newspa
pers, fancy articles, toys, etc. Mer
chant tailor, C.H. Bennett at 289 
Main was offering his "Ready
~a~e Clothing." That gents' fur
mshmg store also carried lines of 
hats, caps and umbrellas. 

F.T. Oliver (West Bridge Street), 
S.B. Ahrett & Son (261 Main), and 
John C. Walsh (273 Main) were 
promoting the sale of their boots 
and shoes. Oliver also carried a line 
of fancy groceries, and was noti
fying readers they were in the mar
ket' for raw wool. In the Opera 
House block, N.K. Chadwick "is 
determined to sell his stock of 
ladies', gents' and children's 
goods." Apparently he was going 
out . of business as the "Whole 
Stock For Sale;" 

. D_ykeman &_ Schofield's very 
d!gnified advertisement merely in
dicate? they were "Apothecaries, at 
Catskill and Palen ville." Headquar
ters for "Boarding House supplies 
and Cash Dry Goods, Carpents, 
Crockery, Glassware, Lamps was 
Smith and Forshew at 271 Main. 
Doty's Dry and Fancy Goods Em
porium "between the Banks" called 
attention to its immense stock of 
carpets, oil cloths and crockery. 
Their millinery dept. was "Second 
to none in the state." "Twenty-five 
percent cheaper than any store in 
the country was the "come on" for 
B. Joseph's Sons at 253 Main 
":,vith a branch store in Poughkeep~ 
sie and a factory at New York." 

"Parole Suits and Chamber 
Suits" of any description could be 
found at Post & Deane (315-31 8 
Main). The back cover of the 1888 
Fair . booklet was preempted by 
C.A. Rowell, specializing in dry 
goods, _milli~ery _and carpets at pop
ular pnces. Mad orders solicited." 
Masoz:i ~d builder George W. 
Holdndge s full-page advertisement 
was offering "Mason's material of 
all kinds, including North River 
blue stone, the shop and otlice 
being on West Bridge Street. "Or-

ders may be left at the post office ti'"' 
and wil! ~eceive prompt attention." ~ 

Add1t1onal merchants advertis- -'i 
!ng: Mallory & Hallen_beck (dealers~· 
m watches, clocks, iewelry, etc., , • 
opposite Tanners' Bank); James ~ 
Russ (317 Main) groceris, wines, li
quors, cigars, tobacco; Will R. Post 
for his Kurit for piles; W.J. Caters' 
Cash Grocery Store (Bridge & 
Water Streets) opposite the Catskill 
Mountain . Railroad Depot; Frank 
A!len, "a_rtist and photographer, 
with_ particular attention paid to 
making children's. pictures by the 
new and instantaneous process"; 
Russ & Beach (325 Main) for hard
ware and ~utlery, stoves, roofing 
and plumbmg; Brooks Brothers 
"fancy and heavy hardware" at 299 
Main; Geo. T. Williams (302 Main) 
!or the manufacturing and dealing 
m harness, trunks and valises, and · 
Lynes (225 Main) for "ladies and 
gents' dining room, F&M Teale 
proprietors." ' 

Still a few others found their 
way into the Fair booklet: C.H. 
Pierson (279 Main) for merchant 
tailoring; Fletcher B. Strong for 
choice family groceries at 315 
Main; William Young dealing in 
"Flour, Feeds & Groceries" at the 
head of Main Street; and fmally 
The. Examiner with all its printing 
services. 

In addition · to the earlier listed 
hotels, Cairo merchants advertising 
were Raynor & Smith's branch of 
the Catskill Steam Mill who sold 
flour, feed, and grain on Railroad 
Avenue; Green Brothers Meat Mar
ket, who also paid cash for hides 
and,skins; Weed & Stanley's Hard
ware with "a full stock of stoves, 
ranges, oil stoves, shelf hardware, 
tinware, etc. Roofing and guttering 
a specialty." Their slogan was "We 
treat all customers alike, and 
promptly attend to business." 

At least for the year 1888, the 
Fair officials had sold a quantity of 
advertising. It meant more income 
for printing expenses. 

(To Be Continued) 


