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Greene County Firemen's Asso
ciation Convention and Field Day 

The second Greene County Fire
men's Association Convention and 
Field Day was set for Wednesday, 
July 30; the year was 1890. Cox
sackie was detennined to outdo 
Catskill's 1889 event, the coordina
tors being hard at work. Invitations 
were mailed to the more than 100 
fire companies; Governor Hill and 
his staff were invited to review the 
parade. More than 600 dollars in 
prize money had been soliciated 
around Coxsackie, plus other spe
cial prizes. All the public buildings 
and many private homes were being 
decorated. Catskill's Citizen Hose 
Company was letting Catskillians 
know it had chartered a river boat 
and was prepared to transport bet
ween 800 and 1,000 persons to 
Coxsackie. 

The grand parade was set to 
"step off' promptly at 12 noon. 
There would be a multitude of 
community bands to add to the fes
tive occasion. An "elegant French 
Clock, valued at $50," .was to be 
awarded to the company making 
the finest ,appearance. A $35 divan 
was to--go 'to the fire company hav
ing the greatest number of uni
formed men in line. The Drill and 
Hose Races were to be performed 
in the Coxsackie Racing Park 
bounded by Academy (Mansion), 
Van Dyck and Lafayette Streets. 

The 2:30 time block was 
reserved for the Prize Drill. Each 

company entered was required to 
have at least 24 men, exclusive of 
command and file closers. The 
maximum time alloted for a com
pany precision drill was 15 mi
nutes, with 5 minutes between each 
company performances. 

One hour later, at 3:30, the Hose 
Races were to be put on by 
"regularly organized fire com
panies." All participants were re
quired "to be decently clothed." No 
man was pennitted to run on more 
than one team or could help repre
sent more than one company. After 
a run, the next team in line had to 
be prepared, within 5 minutes, to 
take the hose and reel it after the 
judges had made their decisions, on 
coupling. For a Dry Run each team 
was allowed one trial, the cart to 
carry 350 feet of hose in 50 foot 
lenghts, the distance of 300 yards. 
Attaching and laying one line of 
hose,. etc. were detailed procedures 
carefully spelled out, even to the 
number of threads to the inch. 

The afternoon's final event was 
the Hand Engine Contest at 4:30 
p.m. All engines having cylinders 
of nine inches or over were in class 
one; the others in ciass two . . First .. 
class engines had to play out 250 
feet of hose and second class 150. 
The choice of nozzles was up to 
each unit. Each engine had only 20 
seconds in all to start up after the 
previous one had finished. No extra 
time was to be alloted to a com
pany for the twisting of hose or 

breaking of the engine, but 3 mi
nutes would be allowed to replace 
bursted hose. 

In addition to the Coxsackie 
weekly newspapers, others in 
Greene County and surrounding 
counties were helping to generate 
interest. News items helped, such 
as "The Catskill Fire Department is 
sending three running teams," or 
"one of the exciting features of the 
Hose Race is the anticipated strug
gle between running teams of 
Catskill's Citizen Hose, Osborn and 
JewetQ .. 

Prize money for each of the 
three contests totaled $450, the first 
ones being $100 each and second 
$50. Additionally, there were spe
cial cash awards amounting to 
$150. A Catskill merchant had 
donated a gold-headed cane to the 
fireman receiving the largest num
ber of ballots as the most popular 
fireman in Greene County. As the 
host, Coxsackie was not in the run
ning for prizes. 

O'The dazzling array of firemanic 
splendor promises being worth 
going miles to see" was the mes
sage of editor William P. Franklin 
of The Coxsackie News. 

In a subsequent column I hope 
to write about the success of the 
day itself. This preview information 
is found in the Reed Adams Memo
rial Collection at the Greene 
County Historical Society's Vedder 
Memorial Library, that collection 
being the gift of Mrs. Frances 
Adams. 


