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...1_ FAIR SEASON/PART ONE -
r To some, it was the "Greene 
0-0-- County Fair," to others the "Cairo 
_ Fair." Few ever used the correct 

- name, the "Greene County Agricul
tural Society Fair." This group was 
part of the 19th and earlier 20th 
century effort to promote the con
cept of scientific farming by means 
of exhibition and demonstration. 
Once the early Greene County fairs 
had been rotated among interested 
townships, including Greenville, 
Prattsville, Catskill and Cairo. They 
were one-day events with a sparse 
attendance. Gradually, as the site at 
Cairo was improved with perma-
nent buildings, including a grand
stand with its race track, Cairo be
came the permanent yearly site. 

The Greene County Agricultural 
Society was. reorganized under the 
state's "Act to facilitate the forming 
of Agricultural · and Horticultural 
Societies,'' passed April 13, 1855. 
Tha law's general goal was stated 
to be "Improved Agriculture and 
kindred objects." A limited amount 
of taxpayer funding filtered down 
from Albany . ~~t in .the main mo!!ey 

had to be raised locally. It came 
from membership dues, from gate 
ticket sales, and from advertising. · 

Collecting yearly dues was al
ways a problem, hence the effort to 
promote Life Memberships in the 
Agricultural Society. By 1888 there 
were 59 such listings, not all 
farmers. Among the names were 
such individuals as George C. Mott, 
B.G. Morss and son (Red Falls), 
Walter Brothers (Cairo), Otis T. 
Bedell (inventor at Aratoga Park, 
So. Cairo), Lewis Sherrill (Green
ville), Hiram Lacy (Freehold), _the 
Rev. Lewis Lampman (Branck and 
Ely farms, Coxsackie), and Senator 
Joshua Fiero Jr. (Catskill). 

Ever cautious in matters of fi
nance and recognizing the potential 
for lower gate receipts if a rainy 
spell occurred, article 17 of the So
ciety's by-laws provided that "If the 
receipts of the Annual Fair are less 
than ·the · amount of premiums 
awarded (after expenses are paid), 
those drawing premiums shall be 
paid pro rate, racing · horses in
cluded." 

While the state and some county 

fairs lasted longer, Greene's was set 
for three days. By having 82 classes 
of entries, with numerous ribbons 
and cash prizes, it was hoped the 
exhibitors would be plentiful. The 
biggest problem was to persuade 
farmers living at a distance from 
Cairo to bring their .cattle, . espe
cially when such prize beasts had to 
be driven. · 

To resolve this situation, 
the society's officers offer the in
ducement of five cents the mile 
from home farm to a distance of a 
radius of 10 miles of Cairo. Addi
tionally, all exhibitors were eligible 
for tickets at reduced price of $1 
for four, or 25 cents each. There 
was to be no charge for carriages or 
wagons. Feed for the livestock was 
the responsibility of the officials. 

With the Fair booklet for the 
year 1888 printed and distributed, 
the officers and Fair officials were 
looking forward to a successful 
event. S .H. Hine, Cairo, and his 
helpers were assigned the task of 
getting the buildings and grounds in 
shape. 


