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COXSACKIE - In the latter 
years of the 19th century and up 
until World War II, postcard al
bums were a relatively inexpensive 
hobby. They came in several sizes 
and provided slots into which the 
corners of the cards were inserted. 
Some families concentrated on a 
particular geographical region, fre
quently in their own township or 
city. At current auction sales, atten
dees usually see one or more such 
albums coming up for bid. Then 
there are dealers who sell individual 
cards with prices ranging from 
$1-$2 to $5-$10. Scarcity dictates 
price. Scenes of the Catskill Moun
tain House, the Otis Elevating Rail
way, and Hudson River steamboats 
are fast sellers. The Vedder Memo
rial Library has over 22 large file 
boxes, filed under subject headings 
and protected by plastic sleeves. 

For the past several work ses
sions, RSVP worker Helen Eckler 
has been processing over 250 cards, 
primarily of Greene County inter-

est. It is her conclusion that the 
latest gift of the Friends of the Ved
der Library to the William McCord 
Memorial substantially augments 
that aspect of the holdings. 

It is entirely appropriate that a 
local history collection be estab
lished in Bill McCord's name. 
Throughout his lifetime he main
tained a scholarly interest in the 
historical development of the state. · 
He served in more recent years as 
an effective member of the soci
ety's board of trustees . His mechan
ical knowledge was of service in 
the initial planning stage of the new 
library building now taking shape 
on the Bronck Museum grounds. 

As more and more · individuals 
find their wayfor research purposes 
to this 'Greene ' c\.,U:nty research li
bniry, they niay'have reasons to re
quest to see and study paper items 
in the William McCord Collection. 
It is a living, ongo_ing remem-
brance .. 6C-N g{~ 19q'f 


