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By Raymond Beecher 
It was the decade of the great 

economic depression which fol
lowed a stock market crash of 
1929; money was scarce and trade 
almost at a standstill. In an effort to 
promote Coxsackie and more espe
cially Reed's Landing as a retail 
sales center, the Coxsackie Shop
ping Guide was conceived. The 

-j- first issue would reach readers in 
~ early October 1935. Published by 
0,-, Wm. F. Burton, it was delivered 

--=:. free as it advertised "to every home 
8-- in Coxsackie, Athens, New Balti

'-- more, Greenville and other rural 
'!"- vicinities." There is some uncer
... tainty if it lasted beyond the 

holidays of the Christmas season. 
Several copies have survived in the 
William Bergman Collection at the 
Greene County Historical Society's 
Vedder Memorial Research Library. 

Published in the current Penny
pincher and Pennysaver sizes the 
content of the "shopping guide" 
was structured to attract reader in
terest with bargain offerings, humor 
and an initial contest. The low 
prices advertised seem almost in
credible more than half a centwy 
later. The opening contest, to which 
any man or woman, boy or girl 
over 15 years of age was eligible 
for participation, had the prize of 
one dollar, not in cash but in a cer
tificate useable at any advertiser's 
store. All the participants had to do 
was write a short essay telling why 
it was so easy to shop with the 
"guide." 

The first issue of October 3 
found Swyers Department Store, 47 
Reed Street, advertising furnishings 
for the entire family and home. 
Boys could be outfitted in dress 
knickers at 99 cents, fancy shirts at 
49 cents, and golf socks at 15 cents 
a pair. The working male of the 
family could find heavy-duty over
alls at 85 cents or work pants at 75 
cents. Shoes of the work variety 
were more expensive at $1.75 the 
pair but money could be saved by 
purchasing work "sox" at three 
pairs for a quarter. The ladies of the 

family were not neglected either: 
hose of both the chiffon and service 
weight was being offered for 59 
cents, corsets and corsettees at $1. 
They could debate over a selection 
of everyday dresses at either 50 

cents or $1, while aprons were a 
bargain at 10 cents. Silk underwear 
was somewhat more of a luxury at 
25 cents. 

For general household purposes, 
Swyers had bed blankets at 69 
cents, garbage pails at 39 cents, six 
ft. wide linoleum specials at 25 
cents the yard; It was the era of oil
cloth for the kitchen table, at 19 
cents the yard. The traditional 
clothes basket was marked 75 
cents. A major purchase for any 
family to consider was a 9x12 ft. 
Armstrong rug at $4.95. Telephone 
orders were taken and inquiries an
swered by asking the operator to 
ring 127. 

Neither was the family automo
bile neglected · as winter ap
proached. Ronnoc Service Station 
(Lafayette Avenue) was promoting 
complete car heater installations at 
$10.95 and $12.95, Metropolitan 
batteries at $5.95 and up, while 
Trojan spark plugs could be had for 
45 cents. The first week's Ronnoc 
special was radiator flushing for $1 
while a car wash and lube job could 
be had for $1.80. 

At the West End, Pierce's Hard
ware was promoting its tinning and 
roof work, steam ahd hot water in
stallations. Philco radios were an 
important sideline. "Special this 
week only" was first quality enamel 
kitchenware with either green or 
black trim, "nothing over 49 cents" 
(antique kitchenware dealers eat 
your heart out). 

Under the McClure name, John 
R. Hurliehy at 3 Mansion Street 
was stressing his delivery service 
especially for drugs, even to maii 
orders being promptly filled. "Fresh 
pure drugs at low prices" was the 

· catch phrase. Paints and wallpaper 
and a wide assortment of packaged 
candy were advertised. Loft's full 
pound of chocolates, with fruits and 
nuts for fillings, would set the cus-

tomer back -49 · cents. Extra special 
that week was a fountain pen desk 
set in a choice of three colors at · 
$1.19, ordinarily a $2 value. Read
ers were urged to "visit the modem 
soda fountain." 

Down Reed Street was sited the 
Wm. H. Thomas headquarters for 
cement and "blue coal." Crosley 
radios and refrigerators as well as 
automatic washers were another 
source of income. With prohibition 

gone, 31 Reed Street housed a wine 
and liquor store with over $5 000 
inventory of domestic and imp;rted 
wines and liquors. "Golden Gate" 
table wines in large bottles could be 
had at $4.75, the case of twelve. 

The Griffin 5 and 10, now ex
panded to a variety store, was well 
stocked for the forthcoming Christ
mas holidays with children's toy 
sets going for 10 cents or a quarter 
for more elaborate doll's dishes, 
etc. For the females (no unisex 
shop then), Hollywood permanent 
waves, shampoos and fingerwaves 
were all combined into a $3 rate. 
Scalp treatments were offered in a 
series of six sessions. 

On the back page, E.B. 
Shephard at 25 Mansion Street was 
offering 50 cent coupon values 
against p~hases of floor lamps, 
beds, springs and mattresses. For 
those inclined to splurge, a wicker 
set or one for the dining room had 
a $5 coupon. The housewife was 
encouraged to consider a kerosene 
oilstove "with built-in oven." But 
readers were warned the specials 
ran out after October 12! 

A mixture of retail merchandise 
from nails, Perfection kerosen; 
heaters, tube repair kits, corn cut
ters, and roof paint could all be had 
at J.A. Wilkinson's. Three small 
advertisers, probably being cautious 
the first week, were Edward Giam
mattei with his Italian American 
Grocery, "Gabe" Pantaleo with his 
new line of Knit-Tex clothing plus 
shoes for the family, while Tom 
Costello was urging customers to 
come in for "good beer and sand
wiches." 
/ So went the first week's Cox-

. sackie Shopping Guide; it would 
"pick up steam" in the issues ahead. 
The Rib Ticklers were modest in 
tone such as the one about the farm 
family from Kinderhook who had 
married off two daughters. The first 
moved to Twin Falls and later gave 
birth to twins; the second after mar
riage settled in Three Rivers and 
produced triplets. The farmer by 
now somewhat superstitious, 
warned the third daughter on her 
engagement never to think of living 
near the Thousand Islands. Of 
course the farmer was from across 
the river at Kinderhook, it never 
being good public relations to poke 
fun at local readers. 
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