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Greene County Gle~ings 

By Raymond Beecher 

The boundary line between the 
counties of Albany and Ulster, prior 
to the establishment of the county 
of Greene, was · the south bank of 
the mouth of Murderers Creek. The 
murder of Sally Hamilton to the 
contrary, it was originally "Mud
derers Creek" or "Muddy Creek" 
from the nature of its flow through 
farmland and ,the tidal effects to 
which its lower stretches were sub
ject. Surveyor Leonard Bronk was 
once employed to plot the boundary 
line in the vicinity of Murderers 
Creek. 

The threatened lynching during 
the Waltz murder trial at Catskill 
called ·· down_ the military troops 
from Albany since no local guard 
unit was available. It led to the 

the town of Lexington on Sept. 13, 
1848. On Sept. 11, 1862, two days 
before he was 14 years old, he en
listed in the Fourth New York Cal
vary and was soon assigned to the 
Army of the Potomac. After his 
military discharge on April 30, 
1865, he located at East Jewett in 
the lumber business. 

In 1853 Warren Wood murdered 
Hiram Williams, an itinerant ped
dler, on the road between Green
ville and Coxsackie. Failing to win 
acquittal with the plea of temporary 
insanity on account of the sun's 
heat, he was hanged at the old 
county jail. His last words, just 
before _!he lever was sprung were: 
"Goodbye gentlemen, I'm going." 

. mustering in of Company · C, 1st The present annex to the County 
Regt., (16th Separate Company) at building at Cairo was a Work 
Catskill's Cowles Hall in 1879. Relief Project of the WPA, costing 

. The.youngesLsoldi.er in_ the fed- $58,448 of which the federal grant 
eral army during the Civil War was ... amounted- to $21;000. It replaced 
alleged to have been Monroe 'fruess - the oldest part of the structure, then 
dell of B1g Hollow. He was born in the County Poor Farm, 
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