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a joint will, in which th ey devised the lands in th e p at
ent to their children, Dirck, J aco b , Cornelius, Anna Kat 
rina, wife of Anthony Van Schaick, and Chri st in a, wife 
of David Van Dyck. Cornelius in r740 obtained a con
firmatory patent for his share in the inheritance . 

KISKATOM PATENT. 

The plain which lies alm ost at the base of the Catskill 
Mountain s was ca lled by th e Indians Kiskatominakauke, 
that is to say, th e place of thin-shelled hickory nu ts or 
shag-barks . The nam e, in a corrupted form, first occurs 
in a deed dated in 1708. 

This pl ace was bought by H enry Beekman from th e 
Indians, and in 17 r 7 he rec eived a patent for a portion 
thereof, nam ely, 370 acres. Two years afterward this 
patent was co nfirmed and the g rant enl arg ed by an add i
tion of 2,000 acres. The description in the latter pat
ent is as follows: '' Known by the name of Ki skat ameke , 
lying under the Blew Hills, beginning at a spru ce t ree 
marked with three notches and the lett ers H B standing 
on the East side of Katerskill being on a strai ght lin e 46 
Ch ains be low where Kiskatametie Kill watereth into said 
Kater skill N. 44° E . 86 Chain s, thenc e N. 218 Ch ain s, 
thence W. 60 Chains, thence S. 46 Chains, thence S. 55° 
W. 70 Chain s, thence S. 28° E. 65 Chains, th ence S. 12° 

W. 100 Chains, thence S. 35° E. 84 Chains, thence N. 30 
Chains to the place of beginning." This nobl e gra nt 
covered the whole Kiskatom valley, excepting such 
portions as had been previously covered by the Catskill 
Pat ent. 

The settlement of this valley probably began immedi
ately. The records of the Luth era n Church at Athens 
show that its minister in 1727, and th e following year, fr e
quently bapti zed there the infant s of th e settlers, of 
Beck er, R au, Jun g, Schmid, and other Pa latines . But 
oth er d etails are wanting, and it may be presumed that 
durin g the Revolution, fea r of the Mohawks ca us ed th e 
valley to be deserted. Whatever history this lovely 
region has, how ever, can only be recovered by th e 
patient labor of a summer, in going from house to house 
to examine ancient deeds and r eco rd s, and to gat her the 
few traditions which remain_ 

MODERN CATSKILL. 

By RICHARD M. BAYLES . 

Several low ridges ex tend throug h the town, para llel 
with the river. The most conspicuous of these are th e 
Ka lk berg , from one to two miles in land, a limes tone 
ridge 50 to 100 feet high, and the L ittl e Mountains, a 
r:rnge of eleva tions reac hin g 300 to 500 feet, two or three 
miles further west. The latter are sometimes call ed the 
Hooge -ber gs. Of th e main Catsk ill Mountains , parts of 
the east ern slope of North and So uth Mountains and 
High Peak are the southwes tern part of this town . A 
ri ch agricultural district borders the river , from Catskill 
down to the gre a t bend known as the Inbogt about four 
miles below. Fruit raising is engaged in to a cons idera
ble extent, an d many fine orchards of choice pea r trees 
are to be seen . St rawber ry cultu re has also of late ex
cit ed mu ch att en tion. Natural meadows abound , and 
grass is a profuse and spon taneous pruduct of the so il. 

Katskill Creek, which ri ses in a swamp ca lled Ecker
son Vl y, in Schoharie county, 34 mil es from its mouth, 
flows across th e northern part of this town, part of the 
way formin g th e dividing line be tw ee n it and Athe ns . 
About two miles west of th e village of Catskill, it is j oine d 
by the Kaaters kill, which , descending th e mountain in 
the so uth wes tern part of the town makes a zig-zag course 
to a comparatively level plain, twice crossing the line into 
Saugerties, an d after return ing to this town, it finally 
flows in a course nearly nor th, to the junction referr ed to. 

The prin cipa l timb er growing J1ere is pine, yellow and 
white oak, maple and walnut. In the early part of the 
cen tur y about 1,000 bushels of walnut s were ann ually 
sent from the town . At th at tim e we are told that b lack 
spruce grew in the western part of the town and a con
siderable business was don e in extracting th e essence of 
that woo d. Large quantit ies of the product were ex 
ported and were used in making beer. 

Shad, bass, herr ing, sturgeon, pik e, trout and perc h 
are caught in the river. The sm aller of these fish, and 
some others are found in the sma ller streams. Wild 
geese and ducks are num erou s in the spring and fall. 
Thes e and wild pigeons are the principal game birds. 

Upon and amo ng th e mount ains, wild animals ling ered 
long afte r the sett lem en t of the county. Panthers, wo lves , 
deer, bears and wild ca ts were numerous, th e las t named , 
so much so, as to suggest names for the mountains and 
str eams. An occasional bear, wild cat and deer rema in, 
but they are seldom seen. The generat ion of hunters, 
however, who have engag ed in personal encounters with 
wild beasts upon these mount ains, are still repr esente d 
among the living . Among those who ga in ed reputa
tions for their hunting proclivities and num erous explo it s 
with wild an imals, were Benj amin Peck, Frederick Sax, 
John Pierson and Pa ul P eck . Many in cidents of narrow 
escape from imminen t danger, whi ch these old hunte rs 
passed throu gh, might be gathered from th eir own reco l
lection or the t raditio ns of their fam ili es, and a volume 
might be filled with those recita ls, that would be rich in 
exc 1t111g int erest . But we must forego the plea sure of 
introducing them here. 

The town of Catskill occup ies th e south eas tern part 
of the co unt y. It has a frontage on th e river of eigl1t 
and two-th irds miles. Its population at the la st cens us 
was 8,3 r r. In this respect as well as in wea lth and oth er 
points of im por ta nce, it is th e principal town of the 
county. Its shape is ir reg ular, and its area compreh ends 
about 33,000 acres. T he so il of the town is st rong and 
fer tile, and agricu ltur e is carr ied on profitab ly. The sur
face is hilly, but not so excessive ly so as to prevent a 
large portion of the land being susceptible of cultivation. 

R especting the mo unt ains which lie on th e southwest
ern border of the town , and whose fastnesses furni shed 
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a home for the wild animals referred to, as well as for 
numerous rattlesnakes and other poisonous reptiles. 
Washington Irving has left on record the substance of 
Indian mythical tradition gathered from an Indian trader 
with whom he was a passenger on board a sloop sailing 
up the river when a boy. H e gives the trader 's acco unt 

in the following language: 

"In these mountains, he told me, according to Indian belief, was 
kept the great t reasury of storm and su nshin e for th e region of the 
Hudson. An old squaw spirit had charge ofit, who dwelt on the highest 
peak of the mouutain. Here she kept day and night sh ut up in her 
vr·tg·wam, Jetting out only one of them at a time. She made new n1oons 
every month, and bung the1n up in the sky~ cutting up the old ones into 
st,n·a. The great Manitou or mast er spirit employed her to manufacture 
clouds. Sometimes she wove out cobwebs, gossamers and morning 
dew, and sent them off, flake after flake, to float in the air and give 
light summer showe rs. Sometimes she would brew up black thunder
storms, and send down drenching rains, to swell the streams and sweep 
everything away." 

No precious minerals are known to exist in these 
mountains, though in the early history of settlement, tra 
dition tells us, it was supposed that gold and silver did 
exist there . This idea appears to have originated with 
Governor Kieft during the early Dutch dynasty. Upon 
are occasion,he discovered one of the chiefs of this region, 
whom he met while negotiating a treaty, with hi s face 
painted with a pigment which exposed shining particles 
that he suspected might be gold. Governor Kieft there
upon procured a sample of the earth of the Indian, and 
submitting it to experts, received the assurance tint it 
was gold. A further quantity was obtained and shipped 
to England, thence to be conveyed to Rotterdam, but the 
vessel in which it was sent was lost on the way . And 
again, when Kieft returned to his native land, he took 
with him an additional quantity, but he too, was wrecked 
on the way, and this specimen lost, so that none of the 
ore reached the old world. Afterward, say abo ut 1680, 
a shining metal was found by a Dutch girl, and by some 
means the discovery came to the ea rs of th e agent of the 
patroon of Rensselaer's Wyck, who sent his son to in
vestigate the matter. Just as the young man reached the 
house on the farm where the discovery had been made, a 
terrible storm burst upon them, and the floods came 
down the mountains with such violence as to wash away 
the house and obliterate all landmarks by which loca
tions could be identifi ed, so that young Van Schlechten
horst was h appy to escape with his life and his horses, 
and a disagreement occurring shortly afterward bet ween 
Stuyvesant and the patroon, the search for precious metal 
was never renewed by the parties by whom it was begun. 
These are the traditions. How much of truth exists in 
th em we cannot say. Whatever attempts have been made 
since that time to discover nature's tr easure, have been 
no more successful than the first attempts which were so 
disastrous. 

TOWN ORGANIZATION. 

The Great Inbogt District, the initial political division 
correspo nding to the town of Catskill, was constituted 
by the act of March 24t h I7 7 2, with boundaries de
scribed as "all that part of the said co unty of Alb any 
which lays on the west side of Hudson's River, and on 

the south of Coxsackie District." The district thus 
formed was invested with some of the powers now ex
erci sed by the town. The limits of the district, however, 
were very much larg er than th ose of the present town, as 
the line of the county was then a line running west from 
the mouth of Sawyer's Kill, the present site of Sauger
ties. This line , as the dividing line between the counties 
of Albany and Ulster, was run in 1765, in accordance 
with ah ordinance that h ad been passed in 1733 . The 
town of Catsk ill was erected by the clause of the ac t of 
March 7th 1788, for dividing the county of Albany into 
towns, wh ich reads as follows: 

"And that all that Part of the said County of Albany, bounded 
northerly by Coxsac/cie, easterly by the County of Columbia, souther ly 
by the County of Uister, sha lt be, and hereby is erected into a Town by 
the Name of Cats -Kill. " 

By the follow ing c lause in the act of April 5th q98 
th e town was placed in the county of U lster: "That the 
town of Catskill, now in the County of Albany, shall be 
and hereb y is annexed to the County of Ulster." 

Upon the formation of Greene county, March 25th 
1800, Catskill became one of th e four towns composing 
the new co unty. At this time it was enlarged by the ad
dition of some territory from Woodstock in Uls ter 
county. In the act of April 7th 1801, for dividing the 
counties of the State into towns, the boundaries of Cats
kill are given as follows: 

"And all that part of the county of Greene bounded south erl y ancl 
westerly by the cou nty of Ulster and by a lin e contin ued from the 
northwest corner of the town of Kingston in the county of Ulster to 
the head of the Kaatersl,ill or creek, where the same issues out of the 
southerly side or end of a certain lak e or pond lyin g in the blue moun
tains, and from thence in a direct course towards the sma ll lake Utsy
antho till it intersects a tin e beginning at t he south bank of the mouth 
of the Murder's kill at Lunenburgh, and running from thence north 
eighty degrees west to the said intersection, and northerly by the 
saicl last mentioned lin e, shall be and cont inue a town by the name of 
Catskill." 

A part of its territory was taken in th e form at ion of 
Canton, March 26th 1803. By the same act all that pa rt 
of Catsk ill which lay westerly and southerly of the Cats
kill mountai ns was an nexed to the town of Windham. 
Its size was sti ll further reduced by an alteration made 
in its line bordering the town of Saugerties, June 16th 
1812. Again a considerable tract was taken from the 
northern p art of the t0wn by the formation of Athens, 
February 25th 1815. 

The first tow n -meet in g was held Ar,ril 8th 1789. 
There were _then elected five assessors, three commis
sioners of highways, two overseers of the poor, two co l
lectors, three constables and four fence-vi ewers and 
pound-masters. These first officers were as follo ws: 
assessors:-Egnatius Van Orden, Abraham Salisbury, 
Jurry Laman, John Fero a nd Egbert Bogardus; com
missioners of highways:-Egnatius Van Ord en, Samuel 
Van Vechten and Abraham Salisbury; overseers of the 
poor:-Samuel Van Vechten and Frederick Smith; col
lectors:-John Overpaugh jr. and Marthagaritse Schana
man; constable:-Petrus Ooster ho udt, John Overb a ugh 
jr. and Ar ent Van Dyick; fence-viewers and pound 
masters:-Petrus Souser, Johannis Sax, Joseph Groom 
and Jurry Laman. Hezekiah Van Orden was elected 
supervisor, and William Van Orden jr. clerk. 
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EARLY INHABITANTS. 

"A Rate List of the Inhabitants of the Great Im bought 
Destrict Made the 28th Day of October, 1786 for the 
Quota of One thous tow hundred & Twinty Pounds, To 
Hezekiah Van Orden, Supervisor of Said District." 

PERSONS' NAMES. Quota . £. s. d. 

---- -------------- -- -- - -
David Obee!........................... ... ............. 13 93 4 
Gosen Van Schaick.... ... . .. . . .. . . ..•. . .. . . ... . . ..... 10 90 4 
Widow Ten Brook ..... . . ....... .. .. . .... . ..... .. ... . 70 
John Van Orden ... .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . ... . . .••. 15 55 2 
Henry Person.............. . . . .... ... .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . 17 
Egnatius Van Orden.... .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . ... . . .. . . 10 

37 1 
50 2 

John B. Dnmond.... .. . .. . .... . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . .. .. 16 06 2 
2 David Dumond........... ... .......... . . ... .. .. ... . .. 1 41 
3 60 William Van Orclen & Sou.... . . . . .. . . ... . . .. . . . . .. . . 0 

Johannis Overbough.... . .. . ... . . . . . .. . . ..• . ... . .. . . 18 
Johannis Burger .. . .... . .. . ... . .. . . . . . . . .... . ... .. . . 19 

38 1 
39 1 

Johannis Sax . ............... .. ....... . . . . .. .. ..• . .. . . 18 38 1 
1 Nicholas Trumpore............ .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Sybrant Van Schoyick.... . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
38 
20 1 

J acob Mussier.................... . ... . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . 18 18 0 
0 Frederick Martin .. . . ............ . . ... .... . . ... ..... .. 17 17 
0 14 Wilhalmi s Rowe................ . ...... ...... ....... .. 14 

Thomas Mussier............ . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 10 0 
0 11 Johannis :Feroe.... . . . . ..• . ... ... . . .. . . . .. . . ..•• .. . . . . 11 

Zachariah Dederick. ..... ..... . ... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1G 36 1 
Christian Mire. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 17 17 0 

2 Isaac Dubois................................ . ......... 10 50 
2 Frederic!, Smith.......................... . ........... 10 50 
0 Jacobus Person....................................... 16 16 
1 Abraham Person......................... .. . . . . . . .. . . 0 20 
1 Michal Schoonmaker & Son ...... : . . ........ . .. ...... 2 22 
0 Joseph Adams................... . ..... . .............. 15 

Christian Sax........ .. ............ ... ... . . . . . .. . . .. . . 7 
15 
7 0 

Peter Overbough ... .... . ..... .............. . ......... 10 
Johannis Beclrnr ....... .. ...... .. .. .,.. ... . . ...... . .. 8 

10 0 
8 0 

Henry Minnerse.... . .. . . . . . .... ... . ... . .. .. ... . .. . . . . 2 
Isaac Tilsborn.... .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

2 0 
2 0 

Petrus Mower........................ .. . . . ... .... .... 2 2 0 
0 James Milliken ....... . ........ .. . ... .. .. . .... ....... , 2 2 
0 Jac ob Acker . ... . ......... .... ..... ... ... .... . . .. . .... 3 3 
0 John Feroe ................ .. .................... . .... , 2 2 
0 Mr. Anderson......................................... 2 2 
0 Mr. Cole l<,ox........ . . .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 2 2 
1 28 ,Jacob Sox ....................•..•.. ,.................. 8 

Henry Feroe.... .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . 7 
Patrick Clemins ................................ · · ·. · · 5 

7 0 
5 0 

Petrus Dedil'ick.... .. . . .. . . .... . . . . .•. . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . 2 2 0 
Abraham Overbough............ . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . ... . 2 2 0 

4 0 Jere Overbough ............................ -... -... · · 4 
William Dumond ......•.................. .... .... ·. . . 2 2 0 
Peter Overbough . ............... .. .......... . . . . . . . . 2 
John Overbough ..... .. ,. .•...... . . . ············· · ··· 3 

2 0 
3 0 

JohnT.Duboi s .... .... .......... .... :......... .. ... .. 4 4 0 
0 William Reghtmire ....................... ·. ·. ·· · · · · 2 

Jere O'Brien................ . ... .. . ... ................ 2 
2 
2 0 

Peter West ................. . . ... ................. . ··.. 2 2 0 
0 Jacob Hallenbak e .... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . 2 2 
0 John Rosehom. .. . ... . ....... . ...... .. . . .. . .. . . ... .... 8 8 
0 John lteghtmire ..... ...... . . ........... ... ......... · · 8 

Widow Grant........ . ... . .......... .. . .... ... ... ... . . 1 
8 
1 0 

Darius How .. ... ..... . .... . . ... . ...... - . · · · . · · · · . · · · · - 1 1 0 
0 Petrus Sox..... . .......... . .......... ... ...... . .. ..... 6 6 
0 Peter llritt................ .. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. • . . . . . . . . . 8 8 
0 John Strope .. .. .......... ........ .... . . ... ····· · ·· ···· 2 

John B. Dumond, Jn'r.. .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . .. 2 
2 
2 0 

William Duwit........ ..... ..... ... .... ..... ........ .. 2 2 0 
Rubin Hill............................ ... ....... ..... 2 2 0 

0 Whelmis Schram...................................... 2 
.. Tonas More .................... -....... , · · · · · ·. · · · - ·· · · 2 

2 
0 2 

Mr. Cash ...... ... .. ... .. .... .. .. ... ..... . . .. ·······•·· 2 2 0 
0 Peter Van Orden......... . . . .......... . ·· ...... · · · · 2 

Olver more .... .... .... . ....... . . .. .. .. .... ........... · 2 
2 

0 2 
George Mussier ............................. ·.·.··· · · 2 
Philip Spaans Estate ............... .. . . .. -.. · · · · · · · · · 10 

2 0 
10 0 

Dr. Church Estate .. ..... . ......... ... .. ..... . . . ..... . 
The Estate of Jacob Tenbroock, Desesed..... . . . . . . ~ 

i~d~-~1,le~~~::.': ::.: ::: : ::: : ::::: .'.': :::. :: : : :: : : : : : : 1 
4 0 
2 0 
1 0 

Andrew Alegb.... ..... ... .... ........................ 2 
Godfrey Woolf . .......... ...... .. . · ... · · · · .... · · · · · · · 1 

2 0 
1 0 

--
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HIGHWAYS. 

For the purpose of keeping the highways in 
town was divided into fourteen districts . 

-

61 0 

repair the 
These, as 

established by the commissioners April 17th 1789, were 

as follows : 
"John G. Vought, Overseer of the road from Lonenburgh to the di

vision Line between the Town of Cattskill and Coxseghkie in the Laine 
and from where said line crosses the road on the west side of the land 
of Albartus Van Loon, near the house formerly Posses 'd by Andrew 
Slover, and to where the said Roads fa ll in the old Public road near 
Henry Outhoudt's land." 

"Jacob Van Hoosen, o ,·erseer for the ens uing year of a Road on the 
East side of Hans Vousin Kill to begin at the Division line between 
Cattskill Town & Coxsaghkie, from thence as the Road runs to where it 
falls in the old Public road leading to Samuel Van Vechten's.'' 

" Benjamin Van Orden, Overseer of the Road at the · Cattskill land
ing to begin at the point, from thence as the road now runs to the Po
tick kill." 

'"Francis Salisbury Jun'r, Overseer of the road from the Division 
line between Catt.skill '!.'own & Coxseghkie, Past his Dwelling house, as 
the road has been laid out and as it now runs to the upper end of John 
Schanmnan's land at Potick Creek ." 

"John Rows, Overseer of a Road to Begin at the Division Between 
Ca ttskill Town and Coxseghkie, from thence near along· the said Rowses 
Honse as it runs to the Widow Whit beck's there to cross the Creek, from 
thence along the Honse of Martin Van Barga.in to where it meets the 
road that leads from Brow n' s to the Widow Vader's '' 

"John Allis, Overseer of the Road from the Division line Betw een 
Cattskill Town & Coxseghkie, at the mine Kill, from thence as the road 
runs to the house of Abraham Salisbury." 

"Jacob Oouchuss, Overseer of the Road from Lambert Van Valken
burghs, from thence as the road runs to the Middle of the Cattskill 
Creek where it crosses Near the House of Samuel Van Vechten." 

"James Brown. Overseer from the Midle of Cauters Kill where the 
road crosses at William Van Barg·ain's Mill, from thence as it Runs to 
Abraham Salisbury's House ." 

"Wilhelmus llrandow, Overseer of the Road from the Middle of 
Canter's Kill where the road crosses at William Van Bargain's Mill, from 
thence as it runs to where the road Crosses from the Backoven to the 
Great Imbought." 

"J ohannis Becker, Overseer of the Road from the Division line be
tween Albany and Ulst er County, from thence up as the Road runs to 
where the road Crosses from the Backoven to the Great Im bought, from 
thence down the said Bought road to South east corner of Jacobus Per
son's fence wbere the roads run from each other one to the south and 
the other to the north ." 

"Henry Person, Overseer of the H.oad on the East side of the lime 
stone Hill, to begin at the Division line between the Connty of Albany 
& Ulster, from thence along the said road under the lime Stone Hill as 
it nms to the lain leading from Egnatius Van Orden's." 

"Jacob Van Vechten, Overseer of the H.oad to begin a.t Major Van 
Orden's Swing Gate, from thence as the road runs across the lime Stone 
Hill to the South East Corner of Jacobus Person's fence, where a road 
turn s of!' to Frederick Martin's also to begin at the end of the lain as ii 
runs Past William Van Orden's House to a swing gate which hangs in a 
road leading to David Dumond's." 

"John B. Dumond, Overseer of the Road to begin in the Middle of 
t lie Catts Kill Creek Near the House of Samuel Van Vechten's, from 
thence as the road runs to where you come to a swing Gate of William 
Van Orden which hangs in a Road leading to David Dumond's from 
the nce up the Lime Stone Hill to where it meets a road comeing up the 
said Hill." 

"Clement Overpag·h, Overseer of the road from the House which 
formerly belong·ed to Corn' ! Dubois, from thence as it runs across the 
lime Stone Hill to Va.n Barg·ain's Mill where it meets a road coming 
across Cauter's Kill." 

SLAVERY. 

Slaves were brought here by the Dutch at an early 
period. By reference to another part of the work, the 
number of slaves held in this town in the year 1810, can 
be seen. The following copy of a certificate filed in the 
town clerk's office in conformity with the provision of 
the law, but witho ut any signature, is a curiosity that 
shows singular absence of mind on the part of its maker: 

"JULY 4th A.D., 1811." 
\~ SrR: 

"In compliance with the law I would thank you to record a Negro 
child born of my wench Deon, born the 23d day of May last the Child's 
name Juba." 

The records of the town show that the following per
sons set free slaves in accordance with the law, in the 
years indicated: Moses I. Cantine, I in 1809; Thomas 
T . Thomson, 1, vV. H. Wey, 1, Anthony Abee!, 2, 
Thomas B. Cooke, 1, Peter Eckler, r, Casper Van 
Hoesen, 1, and Adam Burger. r, in 1818; Teunis Van 
Vechten, r. William Schuneman, 1, Cuff Smith, 1, Henry 
Baker, and Isaac Dubois, 1, m 1819; Abram Van 
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Ve chten, 1, John and P. Van Vechten, 2, Jacob I. Ten 

Broeck, 1 and John A. Thomson 1, in 1820; Abraham 
Salisbury, 2 in 1821, and 1 in 1822; We sse l T. B. Van 
Orden, 1, M. G. Schuneman 1, and Wessel Salisbury , 1, 

in 1823. 

SCHOOLS. 

As early as 180.1, there were 15 schools t aug ht in the 
town . Under th e ac t en ti tl ed '' A n Act for the EstaL

lishment of Common Schools," passed Jun e 19th r 8 r 2, 

the reports of the trustees and minutes of the comm is

sioners show the following facts in relation to tile 16 
districts or par ts of joint d is trict s into which th is to wn 
was di vid ed . Under this act the fir st di str ibuti on of th e 
intere st of th e school fund o f the State ga\'e to th is 
co unty $1,018 .50, of which sum $526 fell to the share of 
this town. The first distribution of publi c money was 

made February 23d 1814. 
District number 1 was at Catsk ill Landing, and co n

tained 328 children of school age. Its tr pstees we re 
James Powers, Thomas Limbrick and Elisha Wise . 
Numb er 2 had 55 ch ildr en of schoo l age , and its trustees 
were Peter Overbaugh and Jeremiah Browning jr. 

Number 3 was loc ated at the Great Inbogt, and it re
ported 58 children . The trus tees were Jacob Va n 
Orden, Fr eder ick Martin and Abra ham Post. Number 
4 was n ear Smith's Landing. I t made no report that 

ye ar, but in th e year following it contained 38 children 
of scho ol age, 20 of whom were in a ttendance at the 
school. The trustees then were Abram Van G eld er and 

Jacob Dederi ck. Number 5 was in the so uth west par t 
of the town , the trustees be ing J oscph Klein, Peter 
Eckler and Jonathan P~len . Three months school was 

kept, and 31 ch:ldr en att ended ou t of 54 resident chi ldren 
of school age . N umb er 6 lay so uth west of Catskill, and 

co nt ained 32 childr en. David G. Ab ee!, Anthony A bee! 
and John F iero were trustees. Number 7 r epo r ted 94 
children, onl y 40 o f whom attended the school, wh ich 
was taught five months during the yea r. Steven Roo t, 

Fred e ri ck Sax and John Ramsen we re the trustees. 
Number 8 repo rt ed an a t tendance o f 23 out of a school 
population of 64. The schoo l age at that time, we may 
exp lain, was between five and fifteen year s. School was 

m aint ai ned for six mo nths of th e year. P au I F iero, 
William Chidester and Martin G. Van Bergen we re 
trust ees. Number 9 was at Leeds, then ca ll ed Mad ison, 
the tru stee s being Harmon Vedde r, John Rowse j r. and 

H. Whittlesey. There were 95 chi ldren of school age, 
and 55 at t en ded the schoo l. N umb er 10 was par tly in 
Cairo. John Wolcott and E lisha Blackm an were tru stees . 
Th ere we re 41 childr en in the di strict. Numb er 11 con
tained 50 children, 25 of whom attended schoo l. Noa h 
Lindsey and Peter Souser jr. were tru stees. Num be r 1 2 
was in th e southern part of the town, part ly in Sa ugert ies, 

and it mad e no repo rt. Number 13 was at A th en s, then 

in this tow n, and co nt ai ned 103 ch ild ren of schoo l age. 
Th e tru stees were Samuel Hami lt on, H enry W hit e and 

And rew Dexter jr. Number 14 made no r eport that 
year, but in 1815 John Conine and Jedediah A ll en were 

it s tru stees. It then reported hav in g t welve months' 

schoo l, attended by 30 child ren, whi le the district co n

tain ed 63 of school age. Number rs co ntain ed 152 
children of schoo l age, but the defective reco rd s forbid 
giving any furt h er particulars in regard to it, other than 

that it s prop ortion of th e publ ic money was $ 69 . 7 1. 

Joint district number 13 with Sa ug er ti es reported 21 

childr en of schoo l age, the truste es being Isaac No r th rop 
and Samuel Doxsee. The public money was appo r

ti oned as follows: 
Numb<"r r, $150-42; Number 2, $25.22; Number 3, 

$ 26.6 0; Number 4, --; Number 5, $2 4.76; Numbe1' 6, 

$14.67; Number 7, $.i3.ll; Numbe r 8, $29.35; Num ber 
9, $43 .57; Number 10, $1 8.80 ; Number rr, $ 22 .93; 
Number 12, --; Numb er r3, $47 .23; Number 14,--; 
Number 15, $69. 71; Number 13, with Saugert ies, $9.6 3. 

Further info rmat ion in regard to the schools will be 

found in the ge nera l county history. 

TAVERNS. 

In 1789 the supervisor, who was then th e grant or of 
licenses, or perm it s as the y were then cal led, to sell sp ir
itu ous li quors, gran ted in nkeep e r's permits to Eg n at ius 
Van Orden, Stephen Haight, Jacobus Pe rsen, J ames 
Brown, John B. Dumond, Elisha Ca mp, Ba rent S. Salis
bury, Lambert Va n Va lkenhurgh, Shadrach Sill, Albur tus 

Van Loon and Samue l Haight. Perm it s to retai l spi rit
uous liquors were also grant ed to Ben j amin Van Orde n, 
T homas Thomson, Wi lh elmus Brandow, Sybrant Hy

denbergh, Joel Griz ·d, Ja cob Bogardus, Uriah Blau, Wil 
h elmu s V . Bargain, Andrew Brush inh am, Breman Brock
way, Arent Van Dyck, John G . Vo ught and M rs. L ucy 

Din key. 
The price for l ic ense then se ems to have been £ 2 for 

th e year, but some wer e g ran ted for only part of th e 
year. C as h on deli very of th e permit was not demanded , 
and as a n at ural cons equ ence som e evad ed pay m ent of 
the li cense fee, and some only paid in part. The 

revenue from permits for the year end ing Ap ri l 1st 1790 

was £39, 10 s., 10 d. 
The fo ll owing were innkeepers in this town in 1803 : 

Sib el Ogden, Ca leb Street, J ohn H ide, John J. Dewitt, 
So lomon Chand ler, John Souser, Mart in G . Schunema n, 
Ole an Barber, Gam aliel Bark alay, H enr y L'Homideu , 
Wi lli am Dusenbury, Andrew Brosnahan, Ezekiel Bent on, 
Joseph Ca ison, Henry Van Gordon, Pete r Ousterhoudt, 
Freder ick Huntington, Isaac Baldw in, Ben j amin H ave 
land, P eter Souser jr., John Sh e rling, Daniel Wallace , 
Fran cis Botsford an d Terr enc e Donne lly. 

In 1807 the license fee was $ 5. May 5th of that yea r 
p ermit s wer e grant ed to P hilip Emmon s, Henry R it ter 
of Esperan za, Henry White of Athens, John Corbit, 
David Shaw of At h ens, John T. Netterville of Athe n s, 
William Gra y, Joseph B . J enk ins, Aug ust us Spence r, 

Char les C la rk, Peter I. Bo ga rdus, Jonathan Bill, Joseph 

Klin e jr ., P hil o Day, John Walcu t t, Or in D ay, Mace ns
try & H oll y, T add eus Lud ington, Isaac H a rdenberg h, 
Jehi al P res ton, Willi am Robb, Samuel H aight, Andrew 
Whiteford, W ill iam I. Herma nc e, T. B. & A. Cook, Hi-
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land Hill & Co., E zra Ha wley & Co., Hyde & Wright, 

Bogardus & Dubois, and Andrew Brosnahan. 

MIS CE LLANEOUS. 

Bounties for the destruction of troublesome animals 
were paid during the first third of the century at least. 
In 1834 a bounty of three cents each was offered for 
crows. This was increased in 1835 to 12¼ cents each. 
In 1838 the sum of $100 was ordered to be placed in 
the hands of the supervisor, with which he was to pay 
this bounty. 

Cattle and)wine were permitted to run at large in the 
highways and commons, but in 1838 the town voted that 
swine were to be" Rung and Yoked substantially ." 

The town voted on the license question at a special 
town meeting, May 20th 1846. The result was 420 "No 
License," and 259 "For License ." 

The register of vital statistics for the town of Catskil I 

shows that for the year ending August 30th 1883 there 
occurred in the town 60 births , 39 deaths, and 25 mar
nages. 

CIVIL LIST. 

Hezekiah Van Orden was supervisor of th e Great 
Inbogt District in 1786 and 1787, and probably in 1788, 
as well as the first supervisor of the town. Since the 
organization of the town the following persons ha ve held 

· the office of superv isor: 
Hezekiah Van Orden, 1789, 1791, 1792; Henr y Oot

houdt, 1790; Samuel Van Vec hten, 1793; Garret Abee], 
1794, 1795, 1798, 1800, 1801; George Hale, 1796; 
Martin G. Schuneman, 1797, 1799, 1802; Samuel Haight, 
1803-II; Jonathan Kyes, 1812; Thomas Hale. 1813-22; 
William Seaman, 1823-28; Aaron C. Hall, 1829-31; 
Jacob Hai ght, 1832-3 8 ; Robert Dorian, 1839- 44; Ira 
Dubois , 1845; Mall.Jone Watson, 1846; Joseph M. Boies, 
1847; Jacob Van Orden, 1848, 1849; Rufus H. Hing, 
1850, 1851, 1853; Wilson Pag e, 1852; J. Atwater Cooke, 
1854; Henry G. Johnson, 1855; Addison P. Jone s, 1856, 
1860, 1861; Alexander Wiltse, 1857-59; John H. Bag ley 
jr., 1862-64 ; Hiram Van Steenburgh, 1865, 1866; S. 
Sherwood Day, 1867, 1868; Samuel Dewey, 1869; R obert 
E. Austin, 1870; John A. Griswold, 1871; William Smith, 
1872, 1873; John Breasted, 1874-77; William Donahue, 
1878, 1879, 1882; Henry C. Bu lkl ey, 1880, 1881; James 

B. Olney, 1883. 
The town clerks of Catskill have been: 
William Van Orden jr., 1789; Wilhelmus Schuneman, 

1790, 1791; Garret Abeel, 1792, 1793; Mackay Croswell, 
1794; William Van Orcten, 1795-1800; Jam es Bennett, 
1801-8; Robert Dorian, 1809, 1810, 1812-2 4 ; Isaac 
Dubois, 1811; Charles C. Ab ee!, 1825-36; David Ely, 
1837-49; George Peck, 1850-54; John R; Sylvester, 
1855, 1857; Charles Cornwall, 1856; William H. Russ, 
1858-61, 1864-68; Henry G. Johnson, 1862, 1863, 1869, 
1870; Charles C. W. Cleveland, 1871; B. Frank Conk
lin, 1872, 1873; Wheeler Howard, 1874; J acob W. 
Kelley, 187 5; Albert Cornwa ll, 1876, 1877; Charles E. 
Bassett, 1878, 1879; Samuel W. Greene, 1880; George 
T. Williams, 1881; Wheeler Howard, 1882, 1883. 

The first election of commissioners of common schools 
appears in 1796. There were five commissioners, those 
elected being Stephen Day, John More, Martin G. 
Schuneman, William Brandow, and Deluana Backus. 
Subsequently but three were elected annually. 

Justices of the peace were at first appointed. They 
were first elected in 183 1. From the imperfect reco rds 
we have been able to make the following list of jus
tices acting in this town. It is incomplete, but it con
tains the nam es of nearly all who held the office here, 
though we have not in every case been able to learn the 
full extent of their terms of service: 

Abraham Salisbury, 1792, 1793; Martin G. Schune
man, 1792; Shadrach Sill, 1792; John B. Dumond, I792; 
Joel Bellamy, 1803-10, 1813, 1816, 1828-31; Mer
chant Lawrence, 1807-9, 1811, 1813, 1816- 18; John 
Blanchard, 1802- 6, 1808-IJ, 1813-16; James F. Wright, 
1814, 1815; Moses Morse, 1802, 1803; Deluana Backus, 
1802; Thomas Thomson, 1802; Patrick Hamilton , 1803, 
1806, 1808; D. Bancroft, 1804-6; John J. Dewitt, 1807; 
Henry Ritt er, 1813; Francis Sayre, 1818-22; Stephen 
Root, 1814-19; Jacob H . Tremper, 1817-19; J ames 
Pinckney, 1817-21, 1823; Ephraim Baker, 1809, 1810; 
William Schuneman, 1810; Seth Hamilton, 1811, 1813; 
Waldron Dumond, 1811; Samue l Hamilton, 1813, 1814; 
Cornelius Dubois, 1813, 1814, 1816-18; Cornelius 
Myers, 1814 ; _Henry Ashley, 1817; Timothy La wrence, 
1815, 1822, 1823; Luke Kiersted, 1821, 1823, 1827-31; 
Luther Carter, 1815; Isaac Northrop, 1814; Robert Dor
ian, 1821; Isaac J. Dubois, 1828, 1831; William G. Van 
Vliet, 1828. 

Since the office became elective the following have held 
it during the terms indicated: • 

Joel Bellamy, 1832-3 8; Barent Van Vleck, 1839-44; 
Alexander H. Bailey, 1845-48; Lindsey Beach, 1849-52; 
Henry F. Olmstead, 1853-56; Addison C. Griswold, 
1861-64; William Salisbury, 1865-76; John Horton, 
1877-83; John Dewey, 1834-37; Ira Dubois, 1838-45; 
Robert Dori an, 1846-55; Edgar Russell, 1856, 1877; 
William Salisbury, 1878-81; Henry F.j Olmstead, 1882, 
1883; Isaa c J. Dubois, 1835-50; William Doud, 1851-54; 
Jam es Johnson, 1855-62 ; Jeremiah Overbaugh jr. , 1863-
83; John Van Vechten, 1836-55, 1859; Michael Plank, 
1856-58; Lloyd Howard, 1860- 76; Benjamin T. White, 
1877-79; George R. Olney, 1880-83; James H. Van 
Gelder, elected 1883. 

CATSKILL AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL Asso

CIA"f!ON. 

This society was organized in October 1866. It con
templated a capital stock of $15,000, and held the privil
ege in reserve of increasing the amount to $50,000 if 
necessary. The following were its first officers:-A. 
P. Jones, pr eside nt; J.B. H all, John T. Mann, Isaac 
Pruyn, A. P. Black and I. B. Wellington, vice-presidents; 
John H. Bagley jr., trea surer; Theodore A. Cole and 
Edgar Russell, secretaries; and Jacob H. Meech, 
Marshal. 

Fifteen acres of land were _ purchased at Jefferson 



THE VILLAGE OF CATSKILL. 

Flats, of John B. Foote, and a half-mile track was laid situated on the western slope and lev el summit of a 
out upon it. During the following season the grounds hill that lies between the river and the creek. The 

were put in order and suitable buildings erected . The main business street runs parallel with the creek and a 

first fair was held October 2d, and 3d, 1867. A very short distance from its left bank. This street, Main 
large and fine display of flow ers, fruits, vegetables, ani- street by name, runs straight for more than half a mile, 

mals, machinery, art productions, and miscellaneous and contains nearly all the business estal.Jlishments of 

articles, was made, wherein the people of adjoining towns the village. I~ contains angles in its course, bo th at the 

united with those of Catskill, to increase the volume and upper and lower ends, outside of the straight sec tion 
interest of the exhibition. Ex. Governor Seymour was spoken of . The lower end of this street is at the stea m

present and delivered an address on the afternoon of the boat land ing on the river. Many substantial an d home
second day . After the address, he and General Ander- like residences, surrounded with well-kept grounds, and 
son, who was with him, were escorted to the steamboat embowered in shrubbery, line the beautifull y shad ed 

landing by a parade of several military companies . streets of that part of the village which lies u pon the 
Horse-racing was a prominent feature of the fair. The hill. This hill has an elevation of 75 to 100 feet ::ibove 

receipts for the three days were nea rly $3,000. Th e the river. The village contains the court hou se and jail, 
second fair was held September 9th, 10th and 11th an opera ho use , a woolen-mill, a knitting-mill, two brick
I 868. Governor Fen ton was expected to deliver the yards, a tannery, several hotels, a large public school 

address, but the weather was stormy and he failed to building, two banks, six churches, one daily and two 
appear, so the address was made by the Rev. Dr. Ken- weekly newspapers, and a larg e number of stores, shops 

nedy. Over $2,000 were given in premiums. John and offices. One large summer boarding hou se, the 
Breasted was president that year, and T. A. Cole secre- Prospect House, stands on a bl uff within the vi llage 

tary, and J. H. Bagley treasurer . Fairs were held in limits, and two others, the Giant House and the Summit 
1869, on the 22d, 23d and 24th of September, in 1870 Hill House, occupy elevated positions just back o f the 
on the 21st, 2 2d and 23d of September, and in r 87T on village. The village is lighted with gas, the streets are 
the 20th, 21st and 22d of September. paved and th e side-walks nicely flagged. 

At the last mentioned fair, a grand cavalcade on the This village has a character of its own, and is, perhaps, 
second day was pronounced the greatest demonstration less influenced by the bustle and blare and tric~s of New 

of the kind eve r made here. It consisted of 17 decorated York city than one might expect in a village th at sees so 
wagons, the most of them bearing impl ements of trade or much of the summer pilgrim age of the inh ab itants of a 

manufacture, and machinery with them, in actual opera- larg e city. There is about th e village and its surround
tion, or their products, representing different trades, arts, ings a certain attraction that lays strong hold upon those 
or lines of merchandise . They bore the cornet band, who by long association come within its power. On 
brick rnachines in operation, brick-laying, a steam carpen- this subject, James D. Pmckn ey, whose ready pen has left 
ter shop, a bakery, a blacksmith shop, the process of pictur es that will be read with interest by th e coming 
horse-shoeing, sewing machines, furniture, groceries, children of Catskill, writes: 

harn ess , and numerous other things, tastefully and con- "Thereisprobablynoplaceonthecontinentfrom which thereisso 
spi cuously arranged. These wagons were followed by little emigrat ion of the descendants of the early settlers, and it is 

proYerbial that few leave it who do not sooner or later return. For 
nearly a hundred others, loaded with people . Hon. myself,Iha, -ebeenawandererfortwent yyea rsfrommynativevillage, 
Charles H. vVinfield of Orange county delivered the andyetab sencehasbutstrengtb enedmyattac hmenttom ybirth -place. 
address. In the crowded cities where I have, whilom, dwelt-am id the festive 

scenes of a fashionable watering plauc, where I have lived for some 
The sixth fair was held September 17th, 18th, 19th years-a nd during a somewhat lengthened residence in the chilly 

187 2. George C. Fox was secretary at th is tim e. The regions of Northern New York and Canada, I have never forgotten my 
first home, nor ceased to long· for a eight of the blue mountains which 

seventh fair was held four days beginning with October shadow it at evening." 
14th, 1873. The officers th en were: Theodore A. Cole, 
president; George C. Fox, secretary; and J. H. Bagley, 
treasurer. The principal feature had now become horse 

exhibitions, and $7,000 was this year offered in premiums 
and purses for horses. By th e following year the grounds 
had assumed the name of Driving Park, and days were 
appointed for races independ ent of the fair. A fair was 
held September 30th and October 1st, but the int erest 
was evidently on the decline. No fairs have since been 
held. The grounds are occasionally used for horse-
races. 

CATSKILL VILLAGE. 

This village, the county seat of Greene co unty, lies at 
the junction of Katskill Creek with the Hudso n River. 

It contains a population of about 5,000, and is finely 

17 

EARLY CONDITION. 

Touching the early condition of the village, the sub
joined extract, which we take pleas ure in placing before 
our readers in its unabridged form, is so full of in teres t
ing facts tl12.t we insert it in full. 

The Duke D e la Rochefoucault Liancourt made a tour 

through the U nit ed States and Canada in 1795, 1796 and 
1797. An account of his travels and what he saw was 
published in London in 1799, and from that work the 
following extract, which pertains to Catskill, is mad e. 
It gives us an interesting view of the condition of things 

at th at time, as th ey were seen by foreign eyes. 
"Th e road from Freehold to Katskill is all bordered with habita

tions more or less recent, but all of very late date. Land, however, is 
sold at pretty hig-h prices in this tract. At Shing-lekill, where we dined 
on the 31st of October, on our way from Freehold to Katskill, the price 

• 
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was of uncleared ground from six to seven dollars the acre; farms , having 
one-fourth cleared, are sold at ten or tweh·e. 

"Intermitten t fevers are very common in these pm·ts in the autumnal 
season; and it is even asserted that during· the last three years they have 
been more than usually fr equent. They had been very prevalent at 
the commen cement of the settlement, and had becom e less so for some 
years back. As the inbabitants can assign no r eason for tbi s return of 
insalubrity, they attribut e it to ' something in tbe air.' But what 
happens here is very usual in new co11ntries, which , until th ey be en
tirely, or in a great 1neasure cleared , beco1ne 1nore unhealthy , probably 
in consequence of the ex halations from the putrid substances with 
which the earth is covered , and from st agnant waters, to which the 
action of tho sun is admitted by the partial clearance of the soil. 

"Monsieur Guillenrnrd and I - fo r we now tra1 ·el together·-had a 
letter from Major Prevo st to -rif1·. Bog-nrdu s , his fath er-in-law. The 
latter is also an American royalist, an enthu siastic admirer of Peter 
Porcupine*, and impre ssed with a belief that America would be much 
more rich and prosperous and hap p y if she still enjoyed the honor of 
belong-ing- to his if njesty George the Third. But , considered in every 
other light, he is a g enerous and excellent man , extremely hospitable , 
and one ,vith whose behnviour we have the greatest reason to be satis
fied. Re inhabits a small hot1se on the opnosite bank of the creek to 
that on which stands the littl e town of Katskill. To this house is at
tached a farm of three ht1ndr ed acres. He p11rclrnseu the whole for 
three thousand dollars, six yerrrs since. and cot1ld now sell the property 
for ten thousand. It is true he has made considerable improvenie11ts 
on the spot: at the time of his purchase , there were only eig·ht houses in 
the town, whereas at present it contains about a hundred , of wbich 
some have a good appearance. 

"Seven vessels, mostly sloops, belo11g to this little town, a11d are con
stantly passi11g and repassing between Katskill a11d New York. A 
single brig, of a hundred and fifty tons burden, is employed dt1ring the 
winter in the West India trade, and even goes to Europe; it is owned 
by Mr . Jenkins, of Hudson. 

"Katskill, like all the other towns similarly situated, receives the 
produce of the back country; hut a natural gap in the Blt1e Mountai11s, 
which obliquely separates the counties watered by the Susquehanna at 
the commencement of its course from those watered by the North 
River between Albany and Katskill, renders the communication with 
this latter place more easy. 

n We have been infonned that pot and pearl ash, which are a con
siderable article in trade of new quantities under clearance, are brought 
to Katskill from the distance of above n hundred and fifty miles. The 
potash is sold at present for a hnndr ed and seve11ty-five dollars the ton. 
The usual price is a hu11dred. To prodt1ce a ton of potash, are required 
from five to seven ht1ndred bushels of nshes, according to their quality ; 
and, in all the parts which T have lately traversed, the ashes are sold at 
one shilling the bushel. The potash is inspected before it is admitted 
to exportation; yet, whether throug-h want of skill or want of strictness 
in the inspectors, it is often found to contain 1ime. It is distinguished 
jnto first and second quality. Bait beef is distingui~hed into prime. 
second .and ordinary; pork , into prime and ordinary. 

"Katskill is huilt on n little hill which separates Katskill Creek from 
the North River , into which the former discharges its strean1 at the ex
tremity of the hill. The majority of the houses are situate on the side 
next the creek, where the embarkations take plnce: some, hO'we,Ter . 
are on the side next the g:rent river. The property of the ,a-round on 
which the town stands is disputed by three claimants: hnt the posses
sion is held by on e of the pm·tie .0 , Clark and company , hy 1•irtue of an 
old patent that he has purchased. and on which the others irmund their 
claim. Meantime the inhabit a nts hold their lot under Clark , whom 
they consider as the lawfnl proprietor. Hut th is existfog dispute, which 
the others are in no baste to bring· to a deci sion. prev ent s 1nany persons 
from coming- forward as purcha sers. 'l'h e lots, ho wever, produce a 
g·ood price. whenever th e~' are e xposed to sale; they contain each ha]f 
a rood, and arc ~old so high as th 1·ce hundr eil and seve n ty-five dollars. 
The 1nouth of the cr ee k is no t more than a qua rte r of :1111ile distant 
from the town. 

"Katskill stands at the distance of a hundred and twenty miles from 
New York; and the wa te rs, w hi ch during- the prevalence of ·the strong· 
southerly winclsbecomc ab snlutcl y srrlt, ancl are at all times of the year 
brackish . The tide g·oef-Z np as fnr ns Huclso n. 

HWorlnnen at K.utskill are paid thirteen dollars per month , and are 
not easily procured. Here is a regular inrtrkct , wh e re be ef is sold at 
eig·ht pence the pou1Hl. 

~\Along-the North River is carried on a g-rent tt·ade in planks; but 
here, as in :Massachusetts , and the district of Maino. the planks do not 
contain twice the thicknes s of th e boarr :s : th eir dimensions vary in dif
ferent places; they are an inch and half thick at Albanv, and inch and a 
quarter at Katskill. It is on these dimensions that all barg ains are 
made which do not particularly specif y otherwise. The boards are an 
inch thick, and of such d imens ion , arc sold at ten dolla r s p er thon ~and 
feet; planks, sixteen dollars and two shillings; shingles , seven dollars 

* A paper published at Philac lclphia dev ote d to the advocacy of 
union with Eng-lau d, 

and a half per thousand; barrel-staves, seventeen dollars and a half. 
The staves are of oak; all the rest of yellow fir . Hemlock bark, of 
which large quantities are also purcha sed for the tanneries of the 
country and those of New York, is sold at four dollars the cord. At 
Katskill are built the sloops employed in the trade between that place 
and New York. At present their price i, from forty-three to forty-five 
dollars per ton, ready for sea; they are generally of from seventy to 
ninety tons burden . 

'' Horse-races are common in the State of New York . There was one 
beyond the river on the day that we stopped at Katskill. Although it 
was but an indifferent race, and this part of the conn try is not inhabited 
by wealthy people, the bets made on the occasion exceeded the sum of 
four thousand dollars. The best races are sairl to be at Poughkeepsie, 
at the distance of fifty miles lower; they take place on regularly stated 
days, and I have been assured that the wage rs so1netimes amount to 
eight thousand dollars . The horses that run there are used for no other 
purpose; and their price is from twelve to sixteen hundred dollars. We 
have also been informed that the strictest honour does not prevail at 
those races. 

"' Katskill, so denominated by the Dutch, who made the first settle
ment on the spot , was by the Indians called Katsketed, which, in their 
language, signified 'a fortified place.' No foundation for that name 
can be discovered in the appearance of the country ; and it is moreover 
well known that the Indians, especially at that time, erected no fortifi
cations. The grPat quantity of human bones, hatchets, tomahawks, 
and arrows, found buried in the earth around Katskill, prove at least 
that this place formerly was the principal seat of some considerable 
tribe. 

"The cultivation of the soil in the vicinity of Katskill is indifferent; 
the lands do not, on an nverage of years, produce above twelve bushels 
of wheat per acre, though the soil is tolerably good. Those belonging 
to Mr. Bogardus, having greater attention bestowed on them, yield him 
from thirty to thirty-five. 

"There has occurred this year on a part of his estate a pretty remark
able phenomenon. All this tract of country is a succession of little 
hills, or rather small elevations, detached from each other, and only 
connected a little at the bases. One of those hills, the nearest to Kats
kill Creek, and elevated about a hund1•ed feet above the level of the 
creek. suddenly sufiered a sinking· of more than one-half of its decliv
ity. It might have measured about a hundred and fifty feet from its 
summit to the extremity of its base, following the line of inclination, 
A breadth of about eighty fathoms fell in , beginning at about three or 
four fathoms from the top. The sunken part gave way all on a sudden, 
and fell so perpendicularly that a flock of sheep, feeding on the spot, 
went down with It without being overt.urned , The trunks of trees 
that remained on it"in a half rotten state were neither unrooted nor 
even inclined from their former direction, and now stand at the bottom 
of this chasm of above four acres in extent, in the same perpendicular 
position, and on the soil. However, as there was not sufficient space 
for all this body of earth, which before had lain in a slope, to place 
itself horizontally between the two parts of the hill that have not 
quitted their station, some parts are cracked and, as it were, furrowed, 
13ut a 'more striking circumstance is. that the lower part of the hill, 
which has preserved its former shape, has been pushed and thrown for
ward by the sinking part making itself room, that its base hasadvanced 
five or six fathoms beyond a small rivulet which before flowed at the 
distance of above ten fathoms from it, and that it bas even entirely 
stopped the course of its stream. The greatest elevation of the chasm 
is about fifty or sixty feet: in its sides it has discovered a blue earth 
exbibiting all the characteristics of marl , and which from the different 
experiments that Mr. Bog·ardus has made with it in several parts of his 
estate, seems to po8sess all its virtues, In some of the strata of this 
marl is found sulphate of lime in minute crystals. 

"It is not known what may have been the cause of this e,·ent, which 
the people here attribute to the operation of water, without well know
ing why; for the inhabitants of Katskill are neither deep-read, nor 
versed in natural philosophy , nor addicted to observation. This sink
ing took place on the first of June of tbe present year, unattended by 
any noise, at least by any that was sufficiently loud to be heard either 
at Mr. Bogardus' house, which is but three hundred fathoms distant 
from the spot, or in the town, which is separated from it only by the 
nanow stre>1m of the creek. 

"Mr. Bogardus does not bestow on his neighbors so favorable a 
character as I have heard gi1"en to the inhabitants of the country in 
every other part of America ; he describes them as mischievous and 
thievish. I know not whetber upon good grounds, or whether he does 
not extend to the whole neighborhood thio general accusation of thiev
ishness in consequence of a few apples and peaches stolen from him, or 
whether bis predilection for Engla .nd may not have personally exposed 
him to some unpleasant treatment. 

"One fact, however, may be adduced in support of Mr. Bogardus' 
opinion. A bridge over a creel, at two miles from Katskill has lately 
be en burned; and the country people think the deed was perpetrated 
with the view of promoting the private interest of a particular inn." 

The growth of this village appears to have begun soon 
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after the Revolution, and from that time to the end of 
the century it must have been quite rapid. We are told 
that in 1787 the village contained but five dwelling 
houses and one store. At that time land on the village 
site could be bought for $10 an acre which in less than 
20 years from that time commanded $4,000 an acre. 
This place, then called the Landing, had two sloops 
engaged in carrying lumber to New York and bringing 
back general merchandise needed by the settlement lying 
near. There were in 1787 exported from the Landing 
257 bushels of wheat, 15,000 feet of lumber and 2,980 
pounds of potash. 

In 1792 the village had grown to contain ten dwellings. 
These were all in the valley of the Katskill. The export 
of wheat that year reached 624 bushels. That year was 
probably the beginning of a new era in the growth and 
prosperity of the village, for at that time two new institu
tions, a newspaper and a physician's office, were estab
lished. The first of these, the Catskill Packet, was 
established by Mr. Mackay Croswell assisted for the 
first year by his brother, Dr. Thomas O'Hara Croswell, 
who also estab!isl1ed the second. These enterprises, it 
is supposed, were carried on in a two-story building 
which : had been built a few years previous, on the lot 
now known as the "Atwater place," on the corner of 
Main and Greene streets. The doctor occupied the 
ground floor while the newspaper was printed ~)n the 
office up stairs. That building was, several years after
ward, moved:up-the street to a site near the present site 
of Gay's Hotel, and when that hotel was built it was 
annexed to it as a kitchen, where it still remains. 

Dr. Croswell was a prominent and successful physician 
of this village who grew up with it, lived in it in its most 
prosperous days as one of its leading citizens, and enjoyed 
the fullest confidence and esteem of the people wit h 
whom he was associated. In 1795 he established a drug 
store in the village, and was appointed postmaster, 
of the post-office then being established here. This ap
pointment was made by President Washington, and Dr. 
Croswell continued_to hold the office until his death in 
1844, a period of about a half a century. His drug store 
was the same as that now known as DuBois' drug stor<", 
and if we have been>ightly informed occupied the same 
site. 

The growth of the village now became very rapid, 
perhaps exceeding that of any other village on the Hud
son. In 1802 -the number of buildings had increased to 
180. At this time it enjoyed a considerab le commerce, 
having twelve vesse ls employed in transporting produce 
to New York, two running to Boston and one to the 
Southern States. The annual shipment of wheat from 
this landing now reached rn,ooo bushels. T his and the 
potash manufactured in the vicinity const ituted the chief 
articles of commerce. It is said that the number of 
sleighs unloaded her(in a single day was sometimes as 
high as I 500. The products of a large section of back 
country were brought in)1ere to be shipped down the 
river. Considerable ship-building was carried on here at 
that time, reaching as high as 37,000 tons annually, for 

other ports. The village which up to that time had been 
confined to the valley of the creek and the slope of the 
hill on the east side of it, now began to spread upon the 
level at the top of the hill. This le vel was laid out into 
streets and building lots in 1803, and that year the first 
house was built upon it. This was built by Stephen 
Day, upon the site now occupied by the Hopkins place, 
south of William street and overlooking the river. The 
second house built there was probably built by Robert 
Dorian, on the bluff on the north side of William st reet, 
overlooking the river, and is now occupied by E. B. 
Day. 

In 1803 the village contained 12 ware-houses, 31 
stores and a population of nearly 2000 . There were 12 

wharves on the creek, and more than 300,000 dollars 
worth of produce was annually shipped to New York. 
Mails were regularly carried to and from Hudson twice 
a week and Tioga Point, Pennsylvania, once a fortnight. 
October 1st of that year the stages from New York to 
Albany began running, passing through the village every 
Tuesday and Friday. The communication with the in
terior which was afforded by the newly constructed 
thoroughfare, the Susq uehanna Turnpike, reaching away 
into the interior of the State, made this an important 
point on the river, and imparted a vigorous impe 
tus to the growth of the village. Goods were brought to 
New York by way of Catskill to go to Binghampton and 
points in that vicinity beyond the State line into Penn
sy 1 vania. 

Thurlow Weed, whose boyhod was passed in Catskill, 
gives some recollections in a letter dated March 29th 
1865. He left Catskill in 1808, being then a boy ten 
years old. Speaking of the early appearance of the 
village he says : 

"At any rate, however, the Cats k ill of my youth was a bustling, 
thrifty, pleasant village, w it h considernble commerce, two ship-yards, 
and in the winter a large sla ughtering and packing business. 

H1.1he first areat 1nan I e ver saw was Gov e rnor .Morgan Lewis, who 
received a brigade in tho village of Madison, in 1803. 

"In early embargo days there was much of party bitterness at 
Catskill. The Federalists wore bla ck cockades. This exasperated the 
Republicans. I re1neinber an occasion when a lig ht infantry con1pany 
(commanded, I belie v e, by :.Major I-Iaig-ht) being paraded , that a general 
street collision was with much dilliculty arrested. 

"I wonder if any of the half -dozen boys who, with myself, put their 
clothes in their hats, and µlacing the hats on upon a board, pushing it 
ahead, swam off to the island (now the ste a mboat land ing) to a wait the 
approach of the first steamboat, still survive. 

"My first occnpation was to blo w and strike in the b lacksmith shop 
of a Mr. Reeves, which stood not far east of the Ira Day house. I after
wards lived with a Captain flaker, on the br idg-e, and subsequently with 
him in a tavern at Jefferson. 

"My river experience, as cabin bo y, or cook, was with Captains 
Grant and Bogardus, in the sloops Ranger and Jefferson. * * ,:, 
My great ambition was to get apprenticed to Mr . Mackay Croswell, who 
then pnblished the Recorcl ci ·, but the realization of that object was post
poned, though I lingered abont the printing office a g-ood deal, doing 
chores, and learning what I could learn as an inte rloper. 

"I remember to ha ve formed a high estimate of the usefulness of 
three citizen~ of Catskill, viz: Dr. Cro swell, the Rev . Dr. Porter, and 
Jacob Haight. Perhaps I only shared the common sentiment of the 
village; but at any rate those gentlemen came up to my idea of model 
men. 

" In the first years of my banishment-for Catskill was an Eden to my 
yonthfnl memory-my chief happiness consisted in ant icipating at some 
future day, a return to that charmed locality . And only last summer, 
moved by something- like the instinct which brings' chickens home to 
roost,' I explored the village in search of what was not found-a 
finished mansion with pleasant surroundings, and' For Sale.'" 
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A prominent man of the locality in the early part of 
the century was Samuel Haight, a merchant whose store 
was just above the Hans Vosen Kill where it empties 
into the K.atskill. Vessels of some size used to reach 
that point on the creek, but the channel long since be
came obstructed with rocks so as to make navigation 
impossible. The wharf and storehouse which once 
occupied the site designated, have been removed a 
long time. His residence was near the site. In the 
militia he held the rank of brigadier general. After 
pursuing business here until he had gained a competence 
he removed to Athens. where he passed the remainder of 
his life. 

Corporation with the following device on an Oval Viz, 
a Globe on a plain field mounted with a cross thus:" 

Another device was adopted April 12th 1810. 
This represented an oval field upon which was 
a sl-iield, bearing upon its face the letter C. 
Another seal was adopted Feb:uary roth 1812, 

another June 14th 1813, another February 20th 1816, 
and another June 4th 1822. This represented a sloop 
under full sail, with the words" CATSKILL CORPOR
ATION," in the border of the circular field. 

The seventh article of the by-laws passed at that first 
meeting of the trustees, reads as follows: 

"And be it further enacted: That persons being inhabitants of the 
village, who shall frequent and spend their time clnring the Sabbath at 
any tavern or grocery within the village and shall there purchase and 
drink any liquor on the Sabbath, or shall angle with hook and line or 
fish with nets in any creek, or shall swim or bathe in any creek or river 
within the limits of the village on the Sabbath shall each forfeit and pay 
one dollar for each offence; the same to be recovered as aforesaid - one 
moiety when recovered to be paid to the corporation and the other 
moiety to the person who sbf ll give information of the commission of 
the offence .'' 

VILLAGE INCORPORATION. 

Catskill village was incorporated by an act of theLegisla
ture passed March 14th 1806. The boundaries indicated 
in the charter are given in the following section. The 
numbers refer to slight changes indicated below, that 
have been made in the language of the charter as subse
q uen ti y amended. The act ordains: 

"That the district of country contained within the following bounds, 
that is to say: beginning at the Hudson's river, at the (I) mouth of the 
kill called Piez or Stucl,; thence north (21 sevent.11-si.r degrees forty-two 
minutes west, to the northwest corner of Lindsey's Patent; thence clue 
west to the Susquehanna turnpike road; thence in a direct line to the 
Catskill creek at the northwest corner of the lands of Hubartus Du
bois; thence along the west bonnds of his land to the farm of Frederick 
Smith; thence easterly along the north bounds of his farm, to the 
northeast corner thereof; th ence in a direct line to (3) a stalce ancl stones 
three chains south of .Rcimshorn creel,; thence (4J to the channel of th e 
Hudson's river; theDce up the same opposite to the place of beginninir; 
thence (5) to the place of beginning-, shall continue to be known and 
distingnishecl by the name of the village of Catskill." 

A new charter was granted by the Legislature, March 
14th 1860, by which the former charter and amendments 
were consolidated and amended. In this charter the 
words indicated below in quotations are inserted at the 
places indicated by the corresponding figures in the orig
inal charter, taking the place of the words in italics 
where they occur. Otherwise the description of the 

boundaries remains the same: 
(r) "North side of;" (2) "seventy-five;" (3) "the 

mouth of Ramshorn creek;" (4) Insert" east;" (5) In
sert "west." 

The first charter provided for the election, annually, 
on the first Monday in May, of five trustees, five assess
ors, a treasurer and a collector. Under the charter of 
1860 the time for the village election was fixed on the 
last Tuesday in M:irch. The office of clerk, which had 
been held by appointment, was now made elective. 

The first meeting of the village trustees was held on 
the 12th of May 1806, at which time the following men, 
having been duly elected, were qualified for their re

spective offices: 
Stephen Day, Garret Abee!, James Pinckney, John 

Blanchard and Caleb Benton, trustees; Hiland Hill, 
Stephen Root, Isaac Nichols, Orrin Day and John 
Dubois jr., assessors; Isaac Dubois, treasurer; James 

Bennet, collector. 
At this meeting a device for a seal was agreed upon 

as follows: "Resolved, also, that a seal be made for the 

A village meeting was called June 16th, and adjourned 
to the 21st, at which time the trustees were empowered 
by the \'0te of the inhabitants in meeting assembled, 
John Blanchard presiding, to raise $500 by tax to apply 
to laying sewers and drains to carry off the water from 
the public streets. On the 7th of the following month 
another vote of the inhabitants was taken, and its result 
authorized the trustees to levy a tax of $r,500 for the 
purpose of laying sidewalks in Main street. In r8o6 and 
c8ro, covenants were entered into between the trustees 
and the rerHesentatives of the Susquehanna Turnpike 
Company in relation to the use and improvement of 
their ro:1d through the corporation territory. Corporation 
bills of money for circulation were issued by the trustees 
in 1815. 

VILLAGE OFFICERS. 

The presidents of the board of trustees have been 
successively, Stephen Day, 1806; John Blanchard, 1807; 
Samuel Haight, 1808, 1810; Caleb Benton, 1809; Ezra 
Hawley, 1811, 1813; James Cole, 18r2, 1814, r816, 1821, 
1825; Thomas Hale, 1815, 1817-20, 1823, 1826; James 
Powers, 1822; John Adams, 1826, 1827; Henry Ashley, 
1828; Samuel Smith, 1829; Isaac Van Loan, 1830; Rob
ert Dorlan, 1831, 1832, 1840; Caleb Hopkins, 1833; 
Joel Bellamy, 18_14; Hiram Comfort, 1835; Jacob 
Haight, 1836-38; Francis N. Wilson, 1839; Jonathan 
Rowe 1841-43; Francis Sayre, 1844; Jacob Van Orden, 
r845, 1847; Thomas C. Wey, 1848; James Kortz, 1849; 
A. H. Bailey, 1850; S. Sherwood Day, 1851, 1862; Jud
son Wilcox, 1852; John J. Ashley, 1853, 1855; Frederick 
S. Lynes, 1854; D . B. Dunham, 1856, 1858; Benjamin 
Wiltse, 1857; Lee Ensign, 1859; died in office, and his 
term was filled out by Oliver Bourke from October 31st; 
Oliver Bourke, 1860, r86r; Charles Cornwall, 1863-70; 
David B. Dunham, 1871, 1872; Hiram Van Steenburgh, 
1873, 1874, 1876, 1877; William Smith, 1875, Frederick 
M. Van Gorden, 1878, 1879; William Donalrne, 1880 
1881; William Ruland, 1882; George C. Fox, 1883. 
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The successive village clerks have be en J arnes Pinck
ney, 1806, 1807; Orrin Day, 1808, 1809, 1812; Is aac 
Dubois, 1810, 1814; Henry Ashley, 1811; Francis Sayre, 
1815 - 23; P eter T. Mesick, 1824 ; M. D. Van Orden, 
1825; A. Cooke, 1826, 1827; Lewis Benton , 1828; Ira 
Dubois, 1829; James G. Elliott, 1830; Samuel Dubois, 
183 1, 1832; James Pinckney, 1833; Francis Carbine>, 
1834; David Ely, 1835-47; P . Van Orden, 1848; A. J. 
Grant, 1849, 1856; Alexander Russell, 1850 ; George 
Peck, 1851; Benjamin Wey, 1852-54; John R. Sylvester, 
1855; Rufus W. Watson, 1857; Charles Cornw all, 1858; 
Ebenezer Gilbert jr., 1859- 61; Charles C. W. Cleveland, 
1862-69; Henry C. Bulkley, 1870-73; George R. Olney, 
1874; William Joesbury, 1875-77; Thomas B. Mitchell, 
1878-83. 

Th e trea su rers of the cor poration hav e been Isaac 
Dubois, 1806-12, 1814-21; Robert Dorian, 1813; Jam es 
Pinckney, 1822-28; Hiland Hill jr., 1829-50, when he 
died in office; Frederick Hill, November 6th 1850-74, 
1876, 1877; Orrin Day, 1875, 1884, 1883; Henry B. Hill, 
1878, 1879; Joshua S. Day , 1880, 1881. 

VILLAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT . 

The fire department of Catskill had its origin in " An 
Act for the better extinguishing of Fires in the village 
of Catskill, in the county of Albany," which was passed 
April 1st 1797. This act provided for the appointment 
of not more than five, nor less than three trust ees, who 
should hav e power to appoint firemen, not more than 
fourteen to each engine, who were to be entitled to cer
tain immunities, such as exemption from serving in the 
office of constable, and from jury or inquest duty, ex
cept in Yillage justice courts. As a matter of intere st to 
the present and coming generations, we inse.rt here the 
fourth section of that ac t, which shows the me thodical 
d eliberation with which the village fathers were to pro 
ceed at fires: 

"IV. A,ul be it fi.irther enacted, That upou the breaking out of any 
fire within the said village, that the trustees aforesaid, and the con 
stables of the sa id town of Catskill, together with the justic es of the 
peace then being pre se nt in said village, on notice thereof, shall im
mediately repair to the place where su ch fire shall happen, with sta1·es 
and such oth er badges of authority as sha ll be ordai ned by a major it y 
of them to be worn, and be aiding and ass istin g as well in ex tingui shing 
said fil·es as in preventing any g·oods from being· stolen, and also in re
moving a nd sec ur ing th e same; a nd it shall be the dnty of such justices 
of the peace, if any sha ll be present, and they are hereby authorized to 
command the assistance of all and every of tbe ab le-bo died inhabi ta nts 
of said village, whose duty it shall be to obey and execute all orders 
and directions of the trustees and magi st rat es aforesaid, in extiaguish
infi said tire s, removing and securing of the goods, providing water for 
the engines, and assisting the firemen in wo rking the same. 

Up to the time of the incorporation of the village, 
there was probably but one fire company organized under 
this act; and th ere was in use one engine, which was 
simply a force pump fixe d in a tank on wheels, which 
was to Le filled by the use of hand buckets, while the 
pump sent the water from the tank upon the fire. The 
first ordinance of the village trustees, made June 6th 
1806, was the following in relation to fires: 

"B e it ordained by the trustees of the V illag e of Catskill, that h ereafter 
in every case when a Ffre shall br eak out in the village, th e trustees shall 
inves t themselves with a wh it e scarf on their respective hat s, and shall 
perform the duties assigned them as follows, to wit: 'l'he president 
with the trustee No. 1, shall pay particular attention to the formation 

of a lin e of Citizens with Duclrets, and ca use the Eng·ine to be sup plied 
with water during the fire. The trustee No. 2 shall attend to th e Hooks 
and Ladders, and shall direct their particular use & application dur
in.1:r the fire . The trustee No. 3 sha ll direct his attention to the removal 
and secu rity of all Effects, which be sha ll deem exposed to danger. 
And the trustee No. 4 shall have the supe rintend ence and direct ion of 
the Engine and Fire Company. And that the several constables resid
ing· in Lhe village attend at any }tire which may happ en, with th e ir 
Staves, ready to assist the Trustees and inhabitants in Extinguishing 
such Fire, and to be under the directi on of the Trustees . " 

The fire buckets were to be supplied by the owners of 
hous es and sto res. They were to be kep t in r eadi ness, 
the number varying according to the size of the house 
or the numb er of fire-places in it. For example, a house 
with three fire-places was to have two bucke ts , and a 
house with more than six fire-places was to h ave four 
buckets. 

The records of the village give us but few glimpses of 
progress and improvement in the fire d epar tm ent during 
the first quarter centnry. Bnt in 1825, it appears the 
citizens began to feel th e need of more improved and 
extended facilities for extinguishing fires . May 6th of 
that year, it was decided a t a meeting of the inhabit
ants, that a sum not to exceed $ 2,250 be raised for the 
purpose of purchasing two or more engines, hose and 
other apparatus, and for constructing one or more 
reservoirs and preparing a suitable place for storing the 
engines . In addition to the old fire company, which 
was properly called No. 1, two new engines were bought, 
and, October 25th of that year, Engine Company No. 2 
was organi zed, with Jacob Van Orden as captain, and 
Engine Company No. 3, with Francis Sayre as captain. 
The first mention we find of an engin e-hous e being pro
vided, is in 1827, when a village meeting voted that 
$r,ooo be raise d for the purchase of a lot, and th e erec
tion of a building for an engine-house. This stood on 
William street and was probably occupied by all the 
engines. In 1840, the lot "nort h of Widow Comfort's 
house" which was on Main st re et, was bought for $200 
and a n ew engi ne-house built upon it. In 1841 a new, en
gine-house was built on what was then called Court street, 
now Bridge street. The appropriation of th ese houses 
to the engine compan ies was not satisfactory to No. 1, 
and it refused to keep it s engine in order, and, as a 
conse qu ence, the tmst ees disb an ded it March 8t h r842. 

U nder t he provisio ns of an act of Legislature passed 
April 28th 1847, the tnst ees reo rgani zed th e fire de
partment Jul y 27th 1849 En gine Company No. 1 was 
organized with 36 members; Engine Company No . 2 
with 45 m embers; Engine Company No. 3, with 29 
members, and Hook and Ladd er Company No. 1, with 
26 members. 

A new eng ine-h ouse was bui lt in 185 r, at a cost of 
$785 . In 1853, two new engines were bou ght, at a cost 
of $7 50 each. 

In 1836, seven cisterns were built in Main street, at a 
cost of $ 1,475, for the purpose of havin g a convenient 
supply of wat er to be used in case of fire. These cisterns 

were to b e filled, and a contract was made J anu ary 6th 
1837, with Elis h a Meiggs, by which h e was to ke ep them 
filled for $so a year. 

New companies were organized to take the n ew engines 

I 
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that had been bought in 1853. Ever Ready Engine 

Company No. 4 was organized February 7th I 854, with 
46 members, composed mostly of former members of 
Nos. I and 3, and took one of the new engines. The 
other was taken by F. N. Wilson Engine Company No. 
5, composed chiefly of former members of Nos. r and 2. 
This was organized February 21st 1854, with 28 mem
bers. The engine of Company No r, was taken to West 
Catskill, and the West Catskill Fire Company was organ
ized September 26th 1855 . This became Protection Engine 
Company No. r, by which name it is now known . About 
1864, an engine-house was built for it, at a cost, includ
ing the lot, of $1,700 . It stands on the north side of 
Bridge street, 25 rods west of the end of the bridge . 
Protection Hose Company No. I has been organized in 
connection with it. About 1862, a new house was built 
for No. 5. In 1870, a new house was built for No. 4. 
The records show appropriations to the amount of $3,500 
for this house. In 1871, this company assumed the title 
F. J. Silsby Steamer Company No. 2, and a new steamer 
was bought for it at a cost of $4,350. In the following 
year (1872), the title of No . .'i was changed to Francis N . 
\Vilson Steamer Company No. 5, and a new steamer was 
bought at a cost of $4,000. Silsby Hose Company No. 
2 was organized November 26th 1873, and a hose car
riage bought in November 1874, costing $800 . Citizens 
Hose Company No. 5 was organized April roth 1869, 
and a carriage costing $1,500 was bought in 1874. The 
company was reorganized in 1876. 

VILLAGE STREETS. 

The mam street of the village, as has already been 
intimated, is the one originally laid out through the 
Lindesay Patent . It is doubtless the improvement of an 
early path or trail that existed long before it was trodden 
by the foot of the white man . But the first dtfinite 
knowledge we have in regard to it is that when the first 
division of the Lindesay Patent was made among the 
individual owners August 19th, 1741, its cou rse was 
agreed to by them . It was then described as running 
from the Hans Vosen Kill, at a point 25 links from its 
mouth, by numerous cou rses, substantially as Main stre et 
now runs, to a point on the river called F emrne n Hoek . 
When the Susquehanna Turnpike was built in 1800 thi s 
became a part of that road, and so continued until within 
a few years of the present time. After the incorporation 
of the village, treaties were entered into between the 
directors of the turnpike company and the trustees of 
village by which the rights and powers of each were 
adjusted so as not to come into conflict. The claim of 
the turnpike company was released by the formal aban
donment of that part of their road within the village limits 
December 24th, 1877. Bridge street, from the bridge to 
the village boundary line, was a part of the Catskill and 
Mountain Turnpike, but was abandoned by the directors 

June 6th, 1877. 
The causeway from Femmen Hoek, the point of solid 

land at the mouth of the creek, to the little island in the 
river was built in the early part of the century, probably 

about 1820, thoL1gh the precise date has not been 
learned. 

Main street was graveled in 1811. An alley, 20 feet 
wide running west from the southeast comer of Henry 
McKinstry's store was laid out across the land of Fanny 
Thompson _in 1812. Franklin street was laid out in 
1829. An ordinance was passed that year forbidding 
throwing dead cats, dogs &c., into the streets; and a 
petition from a number of inhabitants for the repeal of 
a former ordinance restricting the roaming of swine in 
the streets was not granted. 

Many of the streets were named by the trustees Sep
tember 24th, 1829: that running at right angles with 
Main street between the dwelling house of A. Cooke and 
the Lyman Hall house was named Green street: that 
from Main to Broad, north of the lot of F. Sayre, Liv
ingston street: that leading from Main street to .the creek, 
past the brewery, Bronson street: that leading from 
Main street to the jail, Clark street: that between the 
Catskill Bank and M. Crossweli's, Bridge street: that 
leading to the Presbyterian meeting -house from Main 
street, Howard street: that leading to Water street, be
tween A. C. Hall's and I. Wilcox's store, Liberty street: 
that leading to the Hudson River, between the houses of 
John Adams and Addison Porter, William street: that 
between the stores of Croswell & Brace and John Pul
lan, Canal street: that crossing Main street between the 
stores of H. McKinstry and A. Cornwall, and extending 
up the hill past Mrs. Botsford's, Thompson street: that 
leading to the creek, past the Episcopal church, Church 
st reet: that leading to the burying ground between the 
store-house and Mrs. Hicks', Spring alley: that leading 
from Main to Water street, between the houses of Samuel 
L. Penfield and John Bogardus, Union street: that lead
ing from Main to Bridge street, past the hot.:se of Jacob 
Van Orden, Water street : that leading from Bridge to 
Green street, parallel with Main street, Hill street: and 
that leading from William street to the Albany and Greene 
Turnpike in front of the court house, Franklin street. 
Orange and Harrison streets were opened and named in 
1840 or early in 1841. The former has since been 
named Prospect avenue. King street, running east from 
Broad to Liberty street, was opened in 1859. 

VILLAGE CEMETERY. 

The first burying ground of which we can learn any
thing as being loca ted in the village, was at the corner of 
Broad and Livingston streets . The bodies it contained 
were removed to the village cemetery probably very soon 
after that was esta.blished. The village burying ground 
is first mentioned in a record dated September 30th, 
1811, which is as follows: 

" Moved & Carried, that the Trustees attend on the 
2d Oct. next, to point out a suitable lot for a burying 
ground ." The trustees evidently discharged that trust 
in a satisfactory manner, and purchases were made, of 
John Bogardus and Sally his wife, April r6th 1812, of a 
part of Lot No. 7 in the Lindesay Patent, and of Garret 
Abee!, the same date, of part of Lot No. 8, in the same 
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patent. These tracts were purchased for the specified 

purpose of a burying ground, and the price paid was 
$125 each. Arrangements were made at once to fence 
the ground. On the 10th of the following Septem
ber the people authorized the trustees to sell not 
more than one-third of the ground to pay the ex
pense of fencing. The price of the lots was fixed at not 
less than $10 each. August 12th 1815, a committee was 
appointed to stake out lots and lease them for a term of 

999 years, at $5 each . The ground was enlarged by the 
purchase of additional land about 1832, and again in 
1848, and the Abee! and Van Loan lc:,ts, in 1859 . At 
the last mentioned date extensive improvements were 
made, and a receiving vault was built. Th.e purchase of 
the additional land, and the improvements, together cost 
over $2,500 . Dr. Lee Ensign was at this time one of 
the prominent movers in the enterprise of enlarging and 
beautifying the cemetery, and, singularly enough, he was 
the first to be buried in the new ground. He died, 
lamented by the populace, December 8th 1859. The 
ground now contains about eight acres. 

The site of this cemetery is a beautiful one. It is upon 
an elevation which overlooks the village and the valley 
of the Katskill for miles away. Looking across the 
valley and over the lower hills that intervene, we have a 
magnificent view of the long line of mountains as they 
loom up in the distance, closing out all scenes and 
sights beyond. The ground itself is a beautiful plateau, 
extending from the junction of Thomson street with the 
Athens road on the east to New street on the west. 

In connection with this cemetery we clip the following 
lines from an original poem published anonymously in 
the Examiner, in 1860, regretting that its length forbids 
our insertion of it entire. It is from the pen of Mrs. Lee 
Ensign, who was then a resident of this village. 

"This is our Silent City-precious dust 
Lies treasured in our Mother's bosom here; 

She hides from curious gaze the sacred trust, 
Accepting but the tributary tear. 

"Thou can'st not know the secrets treasured here; 
Beneath these mounds unwritten volumes lie 

Of life's experience-only those most dear 
Have turned the pag·es of their history. 

* * * 
"And let yon grand old mountains from afar. 

With their proud battlements fence in the scene 
So vast and beautiful, that nought can mar 

The symmetry and grace that intervene. 

"Yon river-type of being-seaward bound, 
We see at intervals; the wood, and glen, 

The rock-bound steep, the near hills verdnre crowned, 
The cottages, and prouder homes of men,-·-

" In this wide panorama greet the eye, 
And greeting, throw their spell about the soul, 

Till Heaven and Earth clasp hands, and poetry, 
Their genuine offspring, permeates the whole." 

WATER WORKS. 

The scheme of supplying the village with water by 

means of wooden troughs conducting water from a 
spring on the hill-side through the main street, was one 
of the early village enterprises. An association was 
formed for the purpose of carrying the project into exe-

cution, a spring of delightfully cool and pure water was 
found on the land of James Bogardus, and the connec
tions were made. As early as 1803 it was in operation, 

and water was conducted into nearly every house in the 
village. In 1806 the association under date of August 
rst, bought of James Bogardus" all that certain piece or 
parcel of ground including and containing the spring of 
water called the Cold Spring, as the same is Enclosed by 
Stone, Brick or otherwise, and taken and improved by 
the Aqueduct Association in the village of Catskill." An 
association of this title was chartered by act of April 
21st 1818. Its name was changed to Greene County 
Bank, February 5th 1819, at which time a new charter 
was obtained. The institution thus having diverged 
from its original purpose, failed in 1826 . The aqueduct, 
however, appears to have been in operation for several 
years after that time. As late as the year 1837 at least, 
it was in the possession of Elisha Meiggs, who for more 
than fifteen ye,us had been connected with it. 

Under the authority of a general statute, which makes 
the village trustees a board of water commissioners, pub
lic water works are (1883) being established. A pumping 
station is to be built at the land end of a wharf extend
ing into the river from the upper part of the village, and 
water from the Hudson is to be forced into a reservoir 
elevated 260 feet above mean tide, of 8,000,000 to 
10,000,000 gallons capacity. The reservoir is to be 
located on a hill north of the village, and water will be 
raised by a 100 horse-power engine pumping about 
2,000,000 gallons a day. From this it will be distributed 
over all parts of the village by about nine miles of 
water mains. The work is being conducted under the 
direction of W. S. Parker, a civil engineer, of New York. 
It is to be completed in 1884, and is estimated to cost 
$100,000. 

COUNTY BUILDINGS. 

When the county was first organized, the courts were 
held in a building then called the academy, in which a 
school was kept. It stood a little west of the present 
jail site, probably in the rear of the present site of Mrs. 
Gunther's residence on the corner of Clark and Broad 
streets. The building of a new court house was author
ized by an act of Legislature, May 26th 1812. This we 
are told was built on substantially the same site occupied 
by the academy, but was soon afterward burned down. 
The present court house, on a new site, now the corner 
of Bridge and Franklin streets, was built about 1819. It 
is a brick building, and contains the court room and 
sheriff's office in the second story, and the supervisors' 
room, grand jury room, and county clerk's office in the 
first story. The valuable records of this office are kept 
in fire-proof vaults. 

In this connection we deem it proper to give a brief 
sketch of the present worthy county clerk. 

JOHN AVERY. 

Mr. Avery, the present county clerk of Greene, was 

born at Jefferson, Schoharie county, New York, January 
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26th 1834 . But littl e is known of his remot e ancestry. 
The family tradition is, that bis grea t-grandfather was one 
of five bro:bers who came from Eng land abo ut the mid 
dle of the last century, an d settled in Connecticut. 
Thomas, a so n of one of th ese brothers, moved westwa rd 
and settl ed at Westerlo, in Albany cou nty, where his son 
John, th e fa th er of our subjec t, was born in 1797. He 
learned th e tannery busines s, and aft er wo rkin g at it 
with David Co nklin a t Renssela erville, Lev i Tr emain at 
Oak Hill, and Colonel Zadoc P rat t at Prattsville, h e 
bought of the latt er a tannery es tab lishm en t at J effe rson , 
Schoharie county, and sett led there in 1822. He co n
tinued to reside there until hi s deat h in 1863. 

John Avery, the sub j ect of thi s sketch, passed th e 
early ye ars ·of hi s lif e in sc hoo l, most of the time in at
tend ance at the academy in his native village, and work 
ing in his father's tannery. At th e age o f nineteen -h e 
left hom e and engaged as clerk in a sto re at Eminence, 
Schohari e county. Later h e was employed for a short 
time in a dr y"'goods stor e: in Alba ny, and afterward in a 
genera l stor e at Gi lboa, in Schoharie co unt y. In 1859 
he form ed a busin ess partnership with Luman Reed, hi s 
former employ er. He was married Sep tember 5th of th e 
same year to Miss Eleanor C. Rickerson of Potter's Hol
low. In 1862 he moved to Potter's Hollow, and engaged 
in the same bu siness th ere until -1866, when he moved to 
Oak Hill. He contin ue d in this business at the latter 
pla ce until 1876, when he sold it out and retired from 
mercantile lif e. He represented the town of Durham, as 
its sup ervisor , in 1877, 1878 and 1879. In th e fa ll of the 
latter year he was elected co unt y clerk, and at th e co m
mencement of th e following year moved to Catskill, 
where he has sinc e resided . He was ree lected co unty 
clerk in 1882. 

CAP f TAL PU N I SHMENT. 

Th ere have bee n four exec utions of murd erers at thi s 
jail. Patrick Flinn, an Irishman, who murdered a drover 
by the nam e of Robert James, at Ea st Durham, was ex 
ecuted Sept embe r 25th 1846. John Kelly, an Irishman, 
who murdered a Mrs. Lewis, in Pra ttsvill e, was executed 
October 28th 184 7. Warren ·wood , an Americ an, mur
d ere d a ped dl er near G ree nville, for which he suffered the 
de ath penalty J une 20th 1854. Joseph Waltz murdered 
an It alian scissors-grinder by the nam e of Holcher, at 
Athens, May 1st 1873. On the 30t h of April, 1874. the 
day before that se t for his execu tion he succeeded in 
strip p ing from the floor of the cell in which he was con
fined a piece of strap iro n, and with this weapon killed 
th e constab le, Charles Ernst, who h ad him in charge, as 
h e came into the ce ll. Some effo rts had been made to 
get a repr ieve, and the exc it ed pop ulace, especially th e 
German friends of Ernst, fearing that it might be 
granted, surrounded the jail and demanded hi s exec u
tion, thr ea teni ng to lynch him if the sentence was not 
carrie d out. T elegrams were sent to Governor Dix, in
forming him of the situation, and he returned the laconic 
reply , " No reprieve," and also sent down two comp anies 
uf soldiers under Co lonel J. Gould to guard the jai l from 

the vio lenc e which it was feared might be done. 

was exec uted May ISt I 87 4. 

SCHOOLS. 

Waltz 

Education has received a cons iderabl e share of the 
attention and enterprise of th e people of this villa ge from 
an ear ly date. The first school of whi ch we find any 
record here was kept in th e academy, wh ich was built 
about 1794 or 1795. It was desig ned to be built by the 
proceeds of subsc ripti ons for 400 shar es of £4 eac h. 
From" Sketches of Catskill," we take th e following list 
of tho se who subscribed on a pa per dat ed August 23d 
1793, with th e numb er of shares taken by each : 

"H eze kiah Va n Orden, 9 sha r es; George and Thoma s Pale, 6 shares; 
Caleb Street, 6 sha r es ; Thomas Thomson, Alexander Thomson , K.ezia 
Camp and Samne l Van Vecht en, each 4 shares ; Elna than Fitch, Joseph 
Graham . Peter Raymond, M . Croswell & Compa n y, Wi lliam Va n Orde n, 
Israe l Gibbs and June Dies, each 3 shares; Steph en Day, Geo rge Tay lor, 
Noah Evensham, Gideon Ball,Jra Day, William W. Wetmore, Cole & 
Newell, Edm und Ogden. John V. D.S. Scott , Abrah am Overbaugh, Eg 
bert Boirardu s, John Lay and Hugh Fiddis, eac h 2 shares ; and Beman 
I3rockway & Compa ny , 'rheophilus Demrnac k , Jo siah Rodger s, Henry 
Pratt, Edward Boy lston, Benjam in Van Orden, Matthew Bellamy, 
James Smith , John Doa n, Isa ac.; _ Lacy, Jo hn Sole, Benjamin Nichols, 
Isaac Van Loan, Reuben Webste r, Darl ing Hamlin, David Van Barge n, 
Enoch Calkin, Dav id Hamlin, Da vid Marajan, Aaron Rumsey, James 
I3ogardus, Andr ew Brosn ahan , Samue l Haight, Gideon Brockw ay, 
.Joseph Adams, John Dubois, Ur iah Blaan and John Bunce, each 1 
share." 

May 10th 1795, it was reso lved to add 120 sharts to 
the subscription to increase the fu nds which it was de-
sired to raise. . 

This school was taught by Elisha Bishop, and, quoting 
aga in from "S ketche s of Catskill," we give th e following 
list of pupil s attendin g the school for the term beginning 
August 17th 1797 and ending March 17th 1798: 

"George Br osnah am, John Bro sna harn, Jo hn Rimph, Edward Hayns, 
Jesse Pratt , Betsy St odard, Elisha Bishop, Sally Bishop, Poll y Bishop, 
Caty Dnbois, Sally Dubois, Cor n eliu s Dubois , Peter Scboot, Jacob 
Scboot , Ginn a Va n Gorden, John Dn bo is, James Dubois, J ames Bogar
dus, Lann Bog ardus, We sse l Van Orden, Henry Van Ord en, Jacob Ste
ph ens, Arast us Step hens, Henry Step hens , Benjamin Van Or den, Har 
riet Lay , E lize1' Root, Betsy Drake, Anna Drake, Cha r les Camm el, Sally 
Cammel, Joel Persons, Prescllla Addams, and Sally Spicer." 

At what time other schoo ls were established is not 
definitely known, but in 1803 there were three schools in 
the village. In one of them, pro bably the one alrea dy" 
notic ed , th e lang ua ges were tau ght. The villa ge at tha t 
time also had a libr ary conta ining 672 vo lum es. The 
Catski ll Academy was in corporate d by th e board of Re
gen ts, March 12th 1804. It continued for many years to 
txert a who leso me influ ence on the character of th e you th 
of th e village, but its hi stor y in d etail is not with in the 
reach or the scope of our work. 

The Catski ll La nc as ter ian School Society was incor
porated by an act of L egisl at ur e, March 14th 1817. We 
do not know how mu ch progress it made, but the act was 
repea led by another passed April 20th I 830. 

The Catskill Female Semin ary was incorporated by act 
of March 24th I 820, but was ne ver orga ni zed . 

Abo ut the year 1814 another school building was · 
sta nding on the north side of Thomson street, which was 
also somet imes called th e academy . This had a bell upon 
it. It was built partly of bri ck and part ly of wood . This 
afterwa rd became the property of the Methodist church. 
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CHURCH HISTORY. 

The present public school building, a large brick 
structure, which stands on a commanding eminence, ap
proached by an alley from Main street, was erected in 
1869. The increasing demands of the school have made 
it necessary to enlarge it, and an addition is now being 
built upon the east end of the building. The school is 
divided into ten departments, comprehending the aca
demic, grammar, intermediate, six primary, and colored 
departments. The principal of the academic department 
and superintendent of the graded school, is James V. D . 
Ayres, M. A., who is assisted by thirteen teachers. The 
annual expense of maintaining the school is about $8,000. 

LECTURE AssOCIATION. 

As an evidence of the high standard of intelligence 
and culture enjoyed by the people of this village, it may 
be mentioned in passing, that during the winter of 1861 
and 1862, the Young Men's Lecture Association ar
ranged a course of lectures, which gave the people a 
chance to hear such men as Rev. E. H. Chapin, D. D ., 
Hon. Edward Everett, John G. Saxe, Rev. E. L. Ma
goon, D. D., Bayard Taylor, John B. Gough, and Henry 
M. Brace. 

THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 

The Reformed church of tl1is village was an off shoot 
of the old church at Leeds, which, during the last cent
ury, was itself the Reformed Dutch Church of Catskill. 
In the early years of the present century, the supervisors 
gave permission for the court house to be used for 
religious meetings, and even before that time, it is prob
able that services were occasionally conducted here under 
the auspices of this church, but no regular provision 
appears to have been made until the year 1810, when it 
was expressed in the call extended to the Rev. Henry 
Ostrander, that he should preach in the English lan
guage at the Landir.g at Catskill. Accepting that call 
Mr. Ostrander preached here during the summer months 
on Sunday afternoons. The growth of the village was 
quite rapid, and his congregation increased, so that in 
1814 their contributions had so swelled the treasury that 
the consistory were enabled to offer the Rev. Peter S. 
Wynkoop, in their call to him, a salary of $600, which 
was an increase of $200 over that which had for several 
years been paid. Mr. Wynkoop began his pastorate 
May rst r8q, and the congregation in the village re
ceived one-half of his services . The same arrangement 
continued when, aft er his resignation, the Catskill church 
called the Rev. Isaac N. Wyckoff to the pastorate. His 
labors began November r st 18 17, though he was not 
installed until May 12th 1818. The congregation at the 
Landing, during a part of the years preceding the 
building of a church of their own, were allowed to use 
the Episcopal church, and part of the time the court 
house. During these years the choir was composed of 
Jane Merrifield, and Washington and Peter Van Vechtel" . 
The custom had been to hold service at the old ch urch 
on Sabbath mornings and at the Landing afternoons 
during the summer, but as the latter community grew 
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stronger 1t was deemed proper to change the arrange
ment and =give=~them a service on alternate Sabbath 
mornings throughout the year. This was effected about 

the year 1823. 
The need of '.a '.house of worship in the village had 

been felt for ten years, but no decided attempt was 
made to accomplish it until February 7th 1825, when the 
consistory appointed a committee to take hold of the 
work. Nothing was done, however, until the autumn of 
1827, when a subscription was circulated and the sum of 
$6,081 raised for the purpose, mainly :through the 
agency of Peter T. Mesick, one of the elders of the 
church. It was stipulated : that the l1ouse should be 
built on the lot of Charles Clark, on the east side of 
Main street, and that when completed the slips on one 
side of the lower floor should be sold for permanent 
seats forever, and that the slips on the other side should 
be sold "half-yearly every year, at public auction to the 
highest bidder." Subscriptions ranged from $1 to $5. 
The following were subscribers: 

William Wynkoop, William Van Ilergen, P. D. Mesick, Frederick 
Overbagh, Abram Burgett, Paul Smith, James Overbagh, Abraham 
Post, Nicholas Trumpbour, John J . Hollenbeck .Pe ter Benham, , Wil
liam Farrow, David G. Abee!, John Fiero, James Pricst;Casper Van 
Hoesen, John Vedder, Garret Person, William G. Van Vliet, William 
Schuneman, Abraham Salisbury, William B. Salisbury, ,Joseph 'Bevier, 
John Schuneiuan, Henry Person, Peter Van Den Berg, nenjamin Con1-
f ort, Abraham Simmons, Walter Wh itbeck, Casper Benham, William 
Van Orden, James Winans, Jacob Van Orden, Francis Van Hoesen, ,v, 
and Peter Van Vechten, H enry 0. Demarest, John Rousejr., James N. 
Sanford, Elisha Blackmore, Abraham Van Vechten, Stephen Bosworth, 
John Trnmpbonr, Hannah Overbagb, Rachel Overbagh. Sarah Over 
bagh, Lewis Benton, Zachariah Dederick, Abel Brace, John Sax, Fred 
e rick Sax jr., Rachel Souser, Ang-elie Overbagh, \Yillia1n H. De Witt, 
James Manning, A. F. Rightmyer, Peter Goetch ius, Gerard G. Person, 
John D. Du Bois, Zebulon Green, James Van Gordon, John Adams, 
John S. Elmendorf, E. Mills and Henry Talmage. 

Th e building was erected during the year 1828, and 
dedicated January 7th 1829. It was a brick structure, 
45 x 70 feet, and occupied the site of the present church. 
The interior had :a gallery on three sides, four tiers of 
pews, a consistory room over the vestibule, and a high 
and elaborately finished pulpit. The cost of the build
ing and ground was $8,000. 

A great revival occurred in 1831, coming suddenly and 
unexpectedly. The interest was· aroused to such an ex
tent, that daily prayer-meetings were held for young con
verts, in private houses . The work took a deep hold on 
the lives of the people, especially of the younger classes. 
A very successful Bible class was organized under Dr. 
Wyckoff, which numbered as high as fifty, of both sexes. 

In February 1832 , it was resolved by the congregation 
at the mother church, that a colleague should ~be called. 
John C. Van Liew, was accordingly ordained and in
stalled on the 1st of the following May. The call of the 
colleague was made to the end that preaching and pas
toral work in the three sections of the congregation, 
Madison, Catskill and Kiskatom, might be more frequent. 
Half a year later, the question of dividing the church was 
introduced, and a committee of reference appointed to 
iudicate a proper division of the territory and property of 
the congregation. Th is committee, consisting of Anthony 
M. Van Bergen, S:of Coxsackie, G. W. Sager, of Athens, 
and Samuel Wells, of Saug ert ies, decided January 29th 
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1833, that a line beginning where the Athens town line pastor in the spring of 1853. At that time the church 
strikes the Kalk berg, and running southerly to the junc- was in a vigorous working condition. A mission Sunday
tion of the Katskill and Kaaterski ll, and thence up the school was established at the Inbogt, occupying the 
latter stream, should be the line between the congrega - school-house, and teachers went from the village on 
tion of Leeds and Kiskatom on the wes t, and that of Sundays to attend it. 
Catskill on the east. Further details of the division we The work of restoring the roll of church members, 
have not space to recite. All was confi rm ed by th e which, with other records had been burned in the old 
Classis, and the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of churcb, was effected by Mr. Van Gieson, who estimated 
Catskill was organized Sunday, March qth 1833. Its the whole number of communicants on the church book 
certificate of incorporation , made in comp liance with the when it was burned, to have been 158. The number ad
laws of the State, was execu ted on th e following day . It mitted during his pastorate was 63. His ministry closed 
bears the following official signatures: Peter T . Mesick, November 2d 1855, and his successor was the Rev. 
William Van Bergen, Casparus Benham, and John Fiero, Ransom B. ·welch of Gilboa, whose work began March 
elders; and John A. Overbagh, Frederick Overbagh, 16th 1856. He was installed April 17th, following, and 
William Cater, and Jacob Van Valkenburgh, deacons . entered upon a succession of labors so unremitting and 

Rev. Isaac N. ·wyckoff was called to tbe pastorate of nerve-taxing that in about three years his health failed, 
the Catskill church, and having accepted, was installed and though granted a liberal leave of absence to recruit, 
May 1st 1833. In 1834, a house, which stood on the he was obliged to resign his pastorate. The consistory, 
rear of the church lot, was bou ght for a parsonage, for after urging its withdrawal reluctantly accepted.his resig
$1,800. The pastorate of Mr. Wyckoff closed in Oc- nation May 25th 1850 . During his pastorate 200 mem
tober 1836 . A call was at once presented to the Rev. bers were admitted to the church. His successor, the 
James Romeyn, which was accepted, and he was installed Rev. John A. Lansing, was installed June 24th 1860, and 
December 20th 1836. He is said to have been a continued till December 5th r866, during which time the 
"Boanerges" in spirit, but in body he appears to have roll of communicants was increased by the addition of 
been weak, so that it was thought best to employ an 9r. It is a fact worthy of remark th at during 1865 and 
assistant for him . This was found in th e person of the 1866, elders Van Orden and K ier sted unde rtook the work 
Rev. David D. Demarest , who served the people in that of remov ing the church debt, amounting then to about 
capacity about a year, closing with the latter part of 1841. $2,000, which work they pursued to its successful accom
During th is time Mr. Romeyn resigned, and his pastor - plishment. 
ate was dissolved February 8th r841. He, however, The Rev . Francis A. Horton was installed pastor of 
supplied the pul pit a few mo nths after his associate va- this church May 9th 1867. It was during his ministry 
cated it. The Rev. David Mur dock was next called, and that a parsonage was built upon the church lot. This 
entered upon his labors ear ly in May 1842. Gaining, by was built of brick, in the year 1870, at a cost of about 
the intercourse of years, a famili ari ty with the scenes, $5,000. Domine Horton received into the membership 
customs, and history of this region, he wrote a fiction of the church rn7 persons. His labors here ended on 
entitled the" Dutch Domine of the Catskills," represent- the first Sabbath in February, 1874. He was succeeded 
ing characters an d events of the Revolutionary times, by the Rev. John B. Thompson, the present pastor. In 
with Domine Schuneman of the old Dutch church for 1874 a spacious chapel, with consistory room and study, 
its hero. The min istry of Domine Murdock closed here was built across the rear of the church. The present 
in May 185r. On the 19th of that month a fire broke membership of the church is 437. The Sunday-school 
out in the village, which, amo ng other buildings, burned connected with it numbers about 200. Its present 
both church and parsonage. The latter, by the way, superintendent is W. Irving Jennings. 
had been bought by Mr. Murdock, and its destruction 
was his personal loss. The church was thus without a 
house of worship and without a pastor. The court house 
was opened for their public services, and the work of re
building, now on a la rger scale than before, was begun. 
The parsonage lot was bought of Domine Murdock, and 
an adjoining lot of Jacob Van Orden, thus in creasing the 
front to nearly double its former width, while its depth 
became 227 feet. This size has since been diminished 
by the sale of a part of the rear to Rufos H . King. With 
such energy did the work of rebuilding go forward, that 
the present building, a much lcuger edifice, was com
pleted early in the following year, at a cost of $12,318. 
Of this sum, all but about $2,500 was paid at the time. 

The Rev. Acmon P. Van Gieson was employed as a 
stated supply for six mon ths from Sep tember 1st 1852, 
after which, being : _regularly called, he was installed as 

ST. LUKE'S PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

In conformity with the statute of March 17th 1795, 
for the" Relief of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
State of New York," a meeting for the purpose of 
organization and incorporation was held August 24th 
1801. The meeting was presided over by Rev. Ammi 
Rogers, and Abijah H. Beach acted as secreta ry. The 
wardens then chosen were Dr. Thomas Thomson and 
Major Samuel Haight. The vestrymen chosen were 
Caleb Benton, Jonathan Booth, John Andrews, John V. 
D. S. Scott, John Blanchard, Frederick Cholett, Solo
mon Chandler and Isaac N ichols. 

Rev. Ammi Rogers appears to have had the spiritual 
oversight of the organization for nearly a year, when the 
Rev. Richard Bradford became its rector, September 
26th 1802. He cont inued to exercise the functions of 
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the office here until some time in 1805. During this 
time, the question of building a church was agitated and 
carried into execution. May 16th 1803, a committee was 
appointed to circulate subscription papers to raise funds 
for the erection of a hou se of worship upon a lot which 
had been approved by the rector, wa rdens, and vestry
men, as a suitable site. A lot offered by Dr. Caleb Ben
ton was accepted, and the building was soon after com
menced. At this time, there was no church edifice in the 
villag e, and public worship was held in the school house, 
which stood on what is now Thomson street. St. Luke's 
bas the honor of being th e first church built in the vil
lage, Trinity Church, New York, contributed $2,000 
toward building it. It was completed, so as to be used 
for purposes of worship, in 1804, and the wardens and 
vestrymen, at their meeting in June of that year, ordered 
1,000 feet of glass, 1ox12, for the windows, and 100 lbs. 
white lead and 10 gallons of oil to paint with. The 
structure was of brick, surmounted by a wooden steeple. 
It was not consecrated until 1807. Among those who 
contributed toward the erection and support of the 
church and took an active part in its early history, ap
pear the names of Terence Donnelly, James Pinckney, 
Barent Du Bois, Jacob Bogardus, Thomas O'H. Cros
well, Mackay Croswell, Peter Bogardus, Jacob Bogardus, 
Isaac Van Loan, Stephen Calkins, Henry Selleck, John 
Doane, Nathaniel Hinman, and Thomas Waight. The 
rector's salary in r 808 was $300 a year. 

About 1806 John Reed became rector of this parish, 
and continued until 1810, when a vacancy of several 
years occurred. During this time, services were con
ducted for terms of various length by Rev. Joseph Pren
tiss of Trinity church, Athens. In 1815 Mr. Prentiss 
became rector of this parish, and continued such for 
21 years. He resigned August 3d 1835, and a month 
later Rev . Joseph F. Phillips was called to the rector
ship. He was instituted on the 23d of the following 
November, Bishop Onderdonk conducting the ceremo
nies. 

In January 1836, Mr. Prentiss, the late rector of St. 
Luke's, met a sudden death by the overturning of a 
stage-coach. He bad gained the esteem of his people to 
such an extent that the altar, desk and pulpit of the 
church were draped in mourning for 30 days, and a me
morial tablet of marble was placed in a conspicuous po
sition in the church. After the burning of the church, 
and the building of another in its place, a beautiful me
morial window was placed in the new church, to per
petuate his memory. 

On the r r th of September 1839, the church was de
stroyed by fire, which was supposed to have ori.i;;inated 
in a spark thrown from the smoke-stack of a planing
mill in the vicinity. In this emergency the Dutch Re
formed, Presbyterian, and Methodist churches of the 
village offered to the houseless congregation, the use of 
their rooms for worship. The rooms of the Methodist 
and Dutch Reformed churches were used for a time. 
Steps were at once taken for the building of a new edi
fice. Plans were drawn by the celebrated artist Thomas 

.. 

Cole, who was a memb er of this congregation and one of 
the building committee, and the structure was completed 
in the early part of r84r, and consecrated tl1e same year. 
It occupies the same site as the original ch urch. 

Janu ary 16th r 844, Rev . Josep h F. Ph illips res igned, 
and after a few months was succeeded by the Rev. Louis 
L. Noble. Of the latter it is said that "he remained for 
nearly ten years the genial and beloved pastor of St. 
Luke's flock." His pastorate ended May 22d 1854. 

Rev. Thomas Richey was called to the rectorship 
September 18th 1854. During the time of his ministry, 
in 1855, the building again caught fire from the burning 
of the p laning-mill. As a precaut ion against further 
danger from this source the lot upon wbich the mill stood, 
was purchased by the church. It adjoined the original 
church lot on the west . A building for a parish school 
was erected upon this ground during the summer of 1869. 
This is also used as a chapel. Mr. Richey resigned 
February 7th 1858, anJ was succeeded by Rev. E. Fol
som Baker, whose pastorate continued till November 
1st 1859. He was followed by Rev. William S. Chad
well, whose call dated April 25th 1860. 

A parsonage property on Spring street was purchased 
in March I 86 r, for $2,5 r o. A building lot was after
ward sold from it. 

Mr. Chadwell resigned July 22d 1867, and was suc
ceeded by Rev. Robert Weeks, who took charge Novem
ber 1st 1867, and continued his ministration just 14 
years, closing with November 1881. Rev. William H. 
Harrison, the present incumbent, commenced his charge 
here January 1st 1882. 

The following persons, heads of families, were con
tributors to the support of the church in 1802: 

Samuel Haight, Thomas Thomson, Caleb Benton, John V. D. S. 
Scott, Jonathan Booth, John B!anclmrd, James Bill, Isaac Nichols, 
Abijah H. Beach, John M. Canfield, Mackay Croswell, Terence Donnelly, 
John Andrews, Frederick Cholett, Solomon Chandler, James Bennett, 
Isaac Van Loan, Joseph Graham, 'l.'homas O'H. Croswe ll, James Pinck
ney, Stephen Root, Hicb ard Bdg erton, Joseph Hawkins, Joseph Klein, 
Joseph Wyman, Barent D uboi s, Andrew Bro snaham, John Doane, John 
Bogardus, Henry Selleck, Isaac Race, Peter Bogardus, Benjam in 
Hyde, Oliver Bull, Stephen Calkins, Charles Clark, Nathaniel Hinman 
Charies Rogers, Enoch Calkins, Thomas Waight, David Thorp, Joei 
Weed, Michael Hann, Moses I. Cantine, John Wolcott, Ben jamin 
Haxtun, Thomas Dillon, Nathaniel Ells, Reuben Sanderson, Thomas 
P. Grosvcner, Jacob Bogardus, Alexander 'l1homson, Alexander Mc
Cleland and Kenney McKenne y. 

From November 2d 1844 to July I 1883, 1038 were 
baptized, and from June 6th r849 to the end of 1882, 
439 were confirmed. The present numl>er of communi
cants is about 275. The church owns real estate, valued 
at $r 2,000. 

Mrs. Hubbell, a daughter of the Rev. Joseph Prentiss, 
presented the church with a handsom e marble baptismal 
font, and also bequeathed to the society $3,000, and a 
donation of $1,000 was received from the late Henry 
Meiggs, a railroad prince of South America, who was a 
Catskill boy. Another donation from \Villiam Burroughs 
of Greenville, in 1862, provided means for the purchase 
of a large pipe organ. The present church wardens are 
Charl es S. Willard, and Charles B. P inckney: vestrymen, 
Manly B. Mattice, William L . DuBois, Theodore A. 
Cole, Charles E. Willard, George W. Halcott, Oliver 
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Bourk e, John H. Bagley jr., and Charles Trowbridge. 
The Sunday-school numbers 24 teachers and officers, and 
148 pupils. The superintendent is William L. DuBois. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

One of the first steps toward the organization of this 
church was to circulate aud subscribe to an agreement 
by which, after reciting in preamble the :necessity of 
uni on and organization to sustain public worship, the 
signers of it formed themselves into a society to be known 
as" Christ's Church of Catskill." The :1greement recites 
that th e signers are inhabitants of the town of Catskill, 
and they agree to meet at the academy in the village on 
the 7th of February 1803, to elect trustees according to 
the statute, and further, until some other means should 
be devised, to bear the expense of the support of the 
gospel for each year, in proportion according to their 
several assessments on the books of the town for the 
year preceding. A tax according to this scheme was to 
be made out and collected by the trustees. This docu
ment bears the following signatures: 

Gomer Brockway, Joseph Graham, William Brown, George Taylor, 
Ira Day, Hiland Hill, Charles Rodgers, John Grant, Thomas n. Cooke, 
Richard Hill, Gilbert Drake, Jehial Preston, John Gager, Jesse Brush, 
Orrin Day, Lyman Hall, Eliphalet Webb , Aristobulus Myr ick, Caleb 
Street, George Hale, James Graham, Sally Brockway, Ruben Sander· 
son, Caleb Croswell, Ezra Hawley, Joshua Chapman, Thomas Dimmick , 
Elisha Ferguson, Stephen Day, Thomas Hale, Benjamin Sanford, Nath
aniel T. Cook, Tunis Pryor jr. , Moses Morse, Adon ij ah Sherman, Wil 
liam Ward, Daniel Mitchell, Philip Gebhard, Isaac Dubo is, James Blod 
get, Ellis Thompson, P hilo Day, Heman Wadhams, David Horton 3d, 
David Johnson, Ur iah Ward, Benjamin Butler, Timithay Shattuck, 
John Buel, John P. Bollen, Peter Osterhout (" 1 dollar for a year of a 
minister."), Abraham Edwards, J . Harris, ' Joseph Weed, Joel Weed, 
Stephen Calkin , Wilkes Hyde, John H. Colton, llenjamin W. Dwight, 
Daniel M. Gregory, John Morison, Dani el Reeve, Josiah Stebbins,John 
Dougherty, Nathani el Ells, Asa Kneeland, Ezekiel Orsborn, Phineas 
Meigs, Sedgwick Prestan, James M . Sanford, Lemnel Hall, Elijah 
Webb, David E. Gregory, Jonathan Bill, Joel Austin, Henry Whit 
tlesey, Jared Stocking, Dani e l Hall, James Colliar, David Morg-an, Ab
ner Miller, William Hammond, Amos Eaton, Willi am Bodvelt, Thoma s 
P. Grosvenor, N. Benjamin, William Robb, James Pierce, Henry 
L'homedu, James Bennet, Samuel Hnll jr., Nathan Elliot, Wyllys 
Miles, Josiah Rodgers, John Reeve, Rufus Moore 1 Thomas Place. John 
W. Strong, James Powers, John Doane, Nathaniel Hinman, and James 
J. Bill. 

At the organization meeting on the 7th of February 
1803, the following trustees were chosen: Benjamin 
Sanford, William Brown and Jesse Brush, to serve for 
one year; Stephen Day, Thomas B. Cooke and Isaac Du
bois, to serv e for two years; and Thomas Hale, Richard 
Hill and Philip Gebhard, to serve for three years. 
Thomas B. Cooke was appointed clerk and Isaac Dubois 
tr easurer. Though the corporate name did not indicate 
its denominational cast, yet it appears to have been com
monly known as the Presbyterian society. A Rev. Mr. 
Coles preached to them a few months at the beginning. 
From an article on Catskill by Rev. Clark Brown, written 
in 1803, and preserved in the New York Historical So
ciety's collections, we learn that this church was at that 
time without a settled pastor; that its meetings were held 
at the court house; that among its members there were 
two merchants who had been regularly settled ministers 
in Connecticut, and another who bad been a licensed 
preacher in that State; that the church intended soon to 
build a house of worship; and that "several wealthy 

and publick spirited men belong to this church and so
ciety." 

On the 7th of June 1803, the trustees decided to raise 
$300 for the payment of a minister, and at the same time 
extended an invitation to Rev. David Porter to preach 
on probation. This probation appears to have continued 
until August 1st, when a call was given him, and a salary 
of $350 was offered, with the possibility of an increase 
by voluntary subscriptions, not to exceed $50 additional. 
He accepted the call, and was accordingly installed in 
September following . He is represented as being a man 
of great wisdom, dignity, simplicity and power, and the 
impress of his character was deeply made upon the soci
ety of which he was the leader for nearly 28 years. He 
resigned the pastorate June 15th 1831, being then fo 
years of age. 

During the firs(five years of its existence, worship was 
held in the court house, but in 1808 th e building of a 
church was begun. This was the initial part of the pres
ent edifice. It was modelled in the style of that time
the square auditorium was supplied with family box pews, 
and galleries around the sides, while the pulpit was nar
row and elevated. The interior was remodelled some 
thirty years afterward, but the exterior remained un
changed until 1853. It is thus described by the present 
pastor: 

"I remember it well. It was broken up by sixteen 
small windows, four <1n each side above the galleries, and 
four below. It sad ly needed painting. There was no 
piazza nor porch in front. Three plain steps led up to 
the doors, which were ornamented above by arched fan
lights painted black, in imitation of glass with darkness 
behind it, and the doors were garnished by large wrought 
iron handles and latches. The belfry was low, and the 
heavy iron that crested and adorned it had been set awry 
by the boisterous winds." 

The church lot was purchased of Thomas Thomson, 
as likewise was the alley leading from Main street up to 
it, now called Howard street. At the time the church 
was built Franklin street had not been opened, so the 
alley was the only way of access to the house. It is still 
owned by the church. The building was en larg ed by the 
addition of the transept across the rear, in 1869 and 
1870, at which time the interior was remodelled and 
beautified. The organ had been presented by Miss Caro
line Day several years previous, now about twenty years 
ago. The lecture room adjoining the church was built 
in 1826. It was originally arranged with the seats facing 
the door, but in 1852 it was remodelled, and in 1873 still 
further improved and provided with mo·vable chairs. 

During the pastorate of Dr. Por te r two important re 
vivals occurred: one in 1821, by which 51 persons were 
added to the church, and another in 183r, when 94 new 
members were joined to it s ranks. Dr. Porter filied the 
pastorate until 1831, when he was succeeded by the Rev. 
Thomas M. Smith, a scholarly, gentle, refined and studi
ous man, who ministered to this church about ten years. 
Following him came the Rev. Gideon N. Judd, who was 
installed pastor in the spring of I 840. He is described 

• 
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as a serious and d evo ted man, who was deepl y absorbed 
by the duties and dignity of his office. He remained un
til the fall of 1849. Rev. George A. Howard, D. D., the 
present pastor of the church, was installed in July, 1850. 
At that time the number of communicants on the church 
record was 155. Durin g the quarter of a century follow
ing the last ·mentioned date 360 were received into the 
church, 250 of whom were by profession of faith. So 
harmonious has been the pastorate that Dr. Haward was 
enabled to say-what few pastors of even much les s than 
25 years' standing can say-" My people have given me 
an almost untroubled ministry." The present member
ship of the church in full and regular standing is about 
300. The church has no parsonage. 

The records of the Sunday-school of this church go 
back to 1828. The school for that year was kept up 
from March 16th to December 7th. The following were 
teachers then: Charles Jenkins, Samuel Ward well, Joseph 
Penfield, John Day, William Day, S.S. Day, Edward El
mer, M. E. Whittlesey, Joseph Crane, Henry H. Hyde, 
Charles Willard, Mr. Trowbridge, Ezra Hawley and 
Henry McKinstry. The number of scholars in attend
ance through that year was r55 . The present number 
of the school is about 250, and the average attendance 
about 150. Henry F. Olmstead, the present superinten
dent, has held the position about 18 years, succeeding S. 
Sherwood Day, who had held it for many years previous. 

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

It is probable that the first sermon in Catskill by a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal church, was 
preached about the year 1815. Tradition says that soon 
after that date an Englishman, who was a physician and 
a local preacher, established himself in a small cloth 
factory in the old building which still stands on the 
corner of Main street and Cook's alley, and arranged to 
pre ac h regularly in th e lower part of th e court house. 
The first written record we are able to find is that of a 
trustees' meeting February r9th 1823, the business of 
which was to lay plans for the purchase of a lot and the 
building of a house of worship. The trustees were John 
Hicks, Caleb Elmer, Daniel H. Sands, Curtis Graham, 
Seth Jones, Whiting Race and William Adams . April 
30th 1823, a lot on which stood a sma ll school building 
called the academy, on the north side of Thomson street, 
was bought of Richard Field for $100, and a year later 
the ground was enlarged by the purchase of five feet 
along th e east side of the lot, of Peter Bogardus, for 
$37.50. The southwest corner of this lot was four cha ins 
from Main street, abo ut opposite the alley which leads 
from Thomson street to the public school building . In 
July 1824, a building was contracted for, to be built by 
Thayre and Sherman, 34 x 44 feet on the ground, and 
14 feet high, to be built and prepared for plast erin g for 
$660. The school-house was placed in the rear of the 
church and separated from it by a narrow alley. It was 
rented for school purposes and also used by the society 
for soc ial and business meetings. Doors were placed 
upon the pews in 1837, and the pews were then rented . .. 

• 

In 1836, Alfred Foote came to Catskill, and about 
three years later, B~njamin Wiltse, both of whom have 
been prominent and ac tive men in this church to the 
present time. In tho se days, love feasts were held with 
closed doors, and persons were admitted only by tic kets 
previously granted by the pastor to members and proba
tioners. Ca tskill was then part of. the circuit that em
braced Coxsackie, Coeymans, Leeds, Sandy Plains, High 
Hill, Cairo, Acra, Woodstock and Durham, and perhaps 
some other points, and was supplied by two or three 
preachers who followed each other around the circuit. 

The present church site was bought of the hei rs of Dr. 
Green in 1862, for $ 1,000. The money that enabled 
them to make this purchase was beq ueathed to the church 
by A Wicks. In the course of the following year, a 
committee was appointed to cons ider plans for ·a new 
church. This committee, which consisted of B. Wiltse, 
R. Furner and J. B. Foote, visited New York city, and 
by adviee of Orange Judd, selected the Methodist Epis
copal church at Flushing, as a model in proportions of 
measur eme nts . A plan agreeing in the main with this 
model, was adop ted October 1st 1863, and th e church, 
cos tin g, with its appnrtenances and the impro ve men t of 
the lot, about $12,000, was completed, and dedicated · by 
Bishop Simpson, in November 1864. The former church 
property was sold to Hiram Bogardus, Decem be r 20th 

1864, for $1,15 5. 
The parsonage property, on the east side of Prospect 

,treet, was bought of Francis Sayre February 1st 1867, 
for $2000. It stands directly oppos ite th e rear of the 
church. It was afterward enlarged and improved, dur
ing the pastorate of Rev. J . H . Wardell. The church 
had in building incurred a debt of $2,500, which in 1870 
had been incr ease d till it amounted to $5 ,000 . Thi s, by 
the earnest effor ts of Rev. J erernia h Millard, in 1870, as
sisted by the ac tive members of the church, was enti rely 
cancelled . The seating capac it y of the chur ch is abo ut 
600. A lecture room on the rear of the church, with 
communicating doors has been recently built. It is 
40 x 60 feet in size, and like the main building is of 
brick. A new pipe organ, fron1 the Davi<; rnanu facto ry 
at Buffalo, whic h cos t $r,645, has been recently place d 
in the ch ur ch. 

The Sunday -school conn ected with thi s churc h nu m
bers at present 25 officers and teachers, and about 17 5 
scholars. The average attendance is about 130. 

THE CATSKILL BAP TI ST CHURCH. 

We take pleasure in inserting the following very exce l
lent hi story of this church in the lan guage of its pastor, 
by whom it has been prep a red for this work. 

The Catskill Baptist Church was organized July 20th 
1803, with seve n members, viz: Rev. Truman Beeman, 
Brethren Hiland Hill, Penn Parish, David J oh nson; 
with Mrs. Keturah Hill, Ruth Drake, and Betsy Parish, 
As anciently the ark abode for a season, in the house of 
Obed Edom, th e chur ch, for tw ent y yea rs, tarr ied 
in the hou se of Deacon Hill. Sometim es it met in the 
village school-house, or in the court house. Before it 
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had a temple of its o wn, on oc cas ions of ord aini ng coun
cils, and of missionary gatherings, under the auspices of 
John M. Peck and Luther Rice; and sub sequently when 
its own buildings were burned, on the kind invitation s of 
the neighboring pastors, it used thei r sanctuaries. 

The church is now worshipping in its fourth building. 
On the morning of January 23d 1823 it con vened for the 
first time in its own sanctuary . Up to this peri od th e 
church had received, by confession and baptism, 9I; and 
by letter and experience 46. Their second house was 
built in 1839 and 1840, on the present site. Two of the 
members, Francis N. Wilson and John J . Ashley, whose 
lives and deeds have left a fragrant memory in the 
church, with wise forethought had some time previously 
secured the lots for that purpose. This building was 
burned April 20th 1850. Another was opened for pub
lic service November 19th of the same year. This was 
burned also, in August 1870 . Their fourth and present 
house, was dedicated June 12th 1873. 

The church bas not been favored with wealth. Faith 
and push have ever been essential. This feature has 
not attracted, but rather repelled community; that is, a 
feeling simply exerting and waiting, had little in this to 
call it forth. The church has adhered in the midst of 
much temporal loss, to her principles. Conscious of 
holding "The faith once delivered to the saints," each 
member has acted on conviction . Two motives have 
called it forth: that is, a personal confession of faith, 
and the purpose of confession in church-life. Divine 
impulse through this faith has kindled her altar fires . 
At times these have been quickened into beat and flame, 
by the presence of the Spirit. Then men have felt, and 
said, that the fragrance of her incense proved her life to 
beg of God. As a Baptist church in sympathy with her 
people, she wore their fellowship as her crown of honor. 
The mistake of short pastorates, now so common, has no 
doubt hindered growth. 

The following are the names of those who have seryed 
her, in the order of time: Truman Beem an, Peter 
Thurston, John M. Peck, Reid Burrit, (--), R ichmond 
Taggart, B. T . Welch, Peter Simonson, John Do wling, 
Thomas Dowling, Henry Whitman, Samuel Wilson, S. B. 
Willis, George Webster, E. F. P latt , J . M. Hope, A. J. 
Chaplin, W. C. McCarthy, A. C. Williams, P. F . Jones 
with the present incumbent B. B. Gibb s. 

There have been fifteen deacons, some of whos e names 
are historic. Hiland Hill, who was ordain ed to the 
office, by a council from the churches of the R ensselaer
ville Baptist Association, which the chu rch jo ined within 
a month of her organization, an d who he ld his office 
more than 40 years . (Hil and H ill was the worth y an
cestor of those of the name now in the to wn.) J arnes 
Cole, father of Rev. Jirah D. Cole D .D., lat e of H iland 
Park, Ill., now decease d ; J. J. Ashl ey , H enry Palmer, 
Philip Barnum, Francis N. Wilson, and Wils on P age. 
For about 25 years Hiland Hill was th e first cl er k; others 
have followed to the number of fifteen. A n efficient 
Sabbath-school has been sust ain ed for 53 ye ars, of which 
John J. Ashley was the hon ored sup er intendent fo r 34 

years: (Scholars 120, and Vols. in Library 400, at the 
present time ). Thirty, or more, clergymen have 
served the church in councils for ordination, and in 
supplying it with the ministration of the Word. Space 
forbids the record of all the names . We mention only 
the following: Rev. Drs. Archibald McClay, S. H. 
Cone, John Dowling, author of the" History of Roman
ism," William R. Williams, the nestor of the New York 
pulpit; and Bartholomew T. Welch, "The golden 
mouthed "-and for many years the eloquent pastor of 
Pearl street Baptist church Albany . 

When the Hudson River Association of Baptist 
churches was formed, the Catskill church joined it. It 
soon became so large that it was thought best to divide 
it . This church remained as the most southern member 
of the compact . Subsequently however, it joined the 
"Hudson River Central." But in 1882 it returned into 
fellowship with the" Hudson River Baptist Association 
North ." The church has by council ordained seven 
men to the Gospel ministry-six of these to her own pulpit. 
She has given license to preach to seven others of her 
members. By personal confession and faith in Christ 
she has received through baptism into fellowship, 66r; 
and by letters from other Baptist churches, 315; making 
a total of 976. This gives 12 r-5 members for each year. 
If as many do, we measure growth by numbers received, 
twelve adults, or one each month, will indicate success. 
In the esteem of some this would be a good showing for 
many a strong church. Considering her weakness, the 
fact that she has taken into membership one adult for 
each month of her eighty years of church life, is good 
evidence of usefulness; but, in another view, is far less 
than should be sought. The property of the church is 
finely located on Main street; and is valued at $25,000, 
on which there is a debt of $4,108, soon to be removed, 
as is hoped . The present membership is 130. The 
congregation is increasing in influence and is prosperous. 

B. B. G. 

ST . P ATRICK's ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

This church was first established in Catskill in the 
summer of 1853, principally through the exertions of 
Rev . Father H oward of Hudson. Rev. Father Sullivan, 
who succeede d h im at Hudson, came to this church for 
the purpos e of celebrating mass . Rev . Father Myers 
was the first re sident priest. He was succeeded by the 
Rev. Father Graats, and he by the Rev. Father E. 
O'Driscoll, whose pastorate, beginning previous to 1876, 
still continues. The families connected with this church 
and congr egation number about 400 souls. The church 
property is on the south side of William street, adjoining 
the pro perty that fifteen years ago or more was known 
as the" Catskill Free Academy," which is on the west 
sid e of Spri ng street. The residence of the pastor stands 
on th e street, while the house used for religious services 
occupies the rear of the lot. The building has a seating 
capacity of 288 . The value of the real estate is estimated 

at $ 6,500. 
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THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

Some form of organization appears to have been in ex
istence before the date when the records begin to give 
any definite information concerning it, though the mem
bership was do ubt less sma ll. A lot was bought of C. C. 
Abee!, on the west side of Hill street, about midway of 
the block between Bridge and Bronson streets, early in 
1869, and labor toward building a church went forward. 
The corner stone was laid with imposing ceremonies, 
under direction of Bishop Campbell and Elder Rhodes 
of Albany, and the minister of the Coxsackie and Catskill 
circuit, who was then the Rev. J. Dudley, April 26th 
1869. A handsome brick building was completed at a 
cost of several thousand dollars. Not being able to 
meet the entire expense of building at the time, mort
gages were given in 1871, 1872 and J 873, to secure a 
debt of about $3,000 which remained upon it. The 
mortgages were foreclosed in 1879 and the house was 
sold. It was afterward occupied as a shirt factory, but 
now stands empty. The first record of the election of 
trustees was dated March 22d, 1869 . Since then, the 
ministers have been as follows: J . Dudley, 1869; R. E. 
Davis, 1871-3; B. Lynch, 1874; J. W. Cooper, 1875; J. 
H. Morgan, 1876, 1877; J. W . Cooper, 1878; J. W . 
Taylor, 1879; A. S. Amos, 1880, 188r; and R.H. Shirley, 
1882, 1883 . Since the church was sold, the society has 
occupied different rooms for worship . They now occupy 
Martin's Hall, a room on the third floor over Martin's 
hardware store. The present membership of the church 
is 19. The Sunday-school numbers 60. It is superin
tended by George H. Penfield of the Presbyterian church. 

FRATERNITIES . 

Harmony Lodge No. 31 F. &, A. M., the first 
masonic organization in Catskill, was instituted in 1793. 
Among its founders were Stephen Day, Samuel Haight, 
Thomas Thomson, Jacob Bogardus, Hezekiah Van 
Orden, George Taylor, Rufus Stanley, W.W. Wetmore 
and other prominent men of that time. When the organ
izat ion was dissolved, or what were the causes of its dis
solution, we are not informed, but it is probable that it 
occurred but a short time before 1818, and it may have 
been only to give place to the new organization which 
was then effected. 

Catskill Lodge, No . 302, F. &> A. M., was instituted 
in 1818. The charter, dated March 4th of that year, was 
signed by DeWitt Clinton, grand master of the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New York. Many of the old mem
bers of Harmony Lodge became member s of the new . 
Its original officers, named in the charte r, were Caleb 
Benton, W. M . ; Cornelius Dubois, S. W.; T homas Hale 
jr., J. W. A room which had been fitted up for the 
purpose by Francis Botsford, in the attic story of the 
building that stands on the corner of Main and Thomson 
streets, was used by the lodge. This room was after
ward used for a variety of purposes, being occupied by 
the Mechanics Society, by political clubs, itinerant 
shows, jugglers and the like; and finally, it was occupied 
by Solomon Southwick, for his series of Sunday lectures 

against masonry. The furniture of the room was plain 
and simple, consisting of four raised desks, and a few 

hard bottomed benches. This lodge probably existed 
until the time of the anti-masonic excitement, which oc

curred in 1827, and then followed its predecessor. 
Catskill Lodge, No. 468, F. & A. #.l., was organized 

February 10th 1859, with the following charter members: 
John H . Bagley jr., T. C. Palmer, James Becker, A. M. 
Osborne, Rufus H. King, George L. France, Peter 
Baurhyte, Samuel Dubois, Luke Kiersted, David S. 
Manchester and Isaac Pulver. The first officers were 
John H. Bagley jr., W. M . ; T. C. Palmer, S. W.; James 
Becker, J. W.; Samuel Dubois, secretary; Rufus H. 
King, treasurer; Isaac Pu Iver, S. D.; A. M. Osborne, J. 
D.; David S. Manchester, tyler. The successive 
worshipful masters have been C. C. Givens, James 
E. Nearing (died May 3d 1868), J. S. Philips, A. M. Os 
borne, James Becker, Charles H . Pierson, John F. Syl 
vester, George C. Fox, S. M. Bagley, and William J. 
Hughes. The officers for 1883 were: 0. G. Selden, W. 
M . ; A. P. Kerley, S. W.; Will R . Post, J . W.; A. D. 
Wilbur, secretary; Nelson S. Shaler, treasurer; E. G il
bert jr., S. D.; John Siebel, J. D.; A. P. Stone, tyler; 
Luke Smith, chaplain. The lodge, in January 1883, 
numbered 124 members. It meets every Thursday eve
ning in St. John's Masonic Hall. 

Hendrick Hudson Lodge, No . 189, .l. 0. of 0. F., was 
instituted January 14th 1846. The charter members 
were Peter Baurhyte, William Bennett, James Johnson, 
George Bell, Peter Hamblin, A. D. 0. Browere, B. 0. 
Wait, Nathan Mack, William Adams, and James H. Van 
Gorden. The first officers were as follows: Peter Baur

hyte, N. G . ; A. D. 0. Brow ere, V. G.; J amcs Johnson, 
secretary; William Adams, treasurer; George Bell, W . ; 
Peter Hamblin, C. The successive noble grands have 
been A . D. 0. Browere, Samuel Dubois, Peter Hamblin, 
J. Atwater Cooke, Thomas C. Wey, David Ely, J. Fiero 
jr., Rufus H. King, A. A. Hinman, Alexander Russell, 
Edgar Russell, Enos Gunn, Judson vVilcox, James H. 
Yan Gorden, John H . France, Charles G. Lang, John M. 
Donnelly jr., John H. Mackey, 0 . T. Hill, Peter Davison, 
T. C. Palmer, Abram D ecker, James Becker, Oliver 
Bourke, R. Masley, T. A. Penfield, J. P . Lohmann, P. 
T. Prindle, D. W. Se eley, Philip Plusch, C. S. Hitchcock, 
Jul ius Saul, L. Richardson, Charles Peters, F. S. Lynes, 
James Leeson, Charles Holt, Charles Ernst, A. Van 
Leuven, J. Zimmerman, George E. Mitchell, William 
Comfort, William N. Paulson, George C. Fox, A. P. 
Stone, W. Egnor, William Ruland, A. D . Wilbur, T. T. 
Corey, William Hollenbeck, William Hunter, Emil 
Merkel, Fred Stahl, Edward Ashley, William Canniff, A. 
W. Thomas, E. vV. Wayne, E. H. Canniff, George Kinne
cut. The present officers are: Emil Merkel, N. G.; 
Thomas Daglish, V . G.; Henry Hansen, secretary; O. 
T. Hill, treasurer; Edward Canniff, P. S. The lodge 

meets every Tuesda1r evening, at Odd Fellow's Hall. 
This room was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies, 
October 6th 1847. The first death of a member was that 
of John Lusk, in March 1848 . 

... 
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Mal aeska Lodge, N o. 99, K . of P, was institut ed April 
16th 1873 , with the following chart er members: H. 0. 
Nichol s, George E. Mitchell, J . F. Sylvester, Wi lliam 
Joesbury, E. R . Wilcox, B. F. Conklin, A. D. Wilbur, 
J. P. Baird, William B. Gay, W. Howard, J. W. Van 
Gorden, J. A. Penfield, Warren H . Egnor, Da vid Mackey, 
George R. Olney, J. R. Burgett, Charles Beards ley , C. 
A. We ed , Egbert Beardsley, Go ttli eb Framer, James B. 
Mit che ll and F. P. Joesbury. T he first officers were as 
follows: H. 0. Nichols, C. C.; G. E. Mitchell, V. C.; J. 
F. Sylvester , P.; William Joesbury, K. of R. & S.; E. R. 
Wilcox, M. F . : B. F. Conklin, M. A.; J . P. Baird, I. G.; 
W. B. Gay, 0. G.; J. A. Penfield, P. C. The success ive 
pr esidin g officers have b een G eorge E . Mit ch ell, George 
R. Olney, Thom as Wilson, A. D. Wilbur, Warren H. 
E gnor, W. D . Aldrich, E. Beardsley, 0 . D. Aldr ich, C. 
A. Weed, E. R. Wilcox, T. F. Botsford, H owa rd Wilcox 
and F. P. Smith. The lod ge mee ts every Wednesday 
evening at Odd Fellows' Hall. The present officers are: 
F. P. Smith , C. C.; William B. Gay, V. C.; E. Beardsley, 
P . ; T. F. Botsford, K. of R . & S.; S. W . G reen, M. F.; 
P. Goldin, M. E.; C. A. Weed, M. A.; J. H. Corne ll, I. 
G . ; H. Hahn , 0 . G .; Howard Wilcox, P. C. 

Catskill D ivision, No. 56, S. of 'T., was in operation 
here in 1867. It met on Monday evenings, and ha d 
about 40 members in 1869, hav ing had nearly double 
that number a year before . It ceased work ing 111 

1870. 
Golden Rule D ivz·sio11, l\To. 377, S. of 'T., co mposed of 

colored mem bers, was cha rt ered July 26th 1868. In 
October of that year it had 29 member s. It ceased work
ing in 1870. 

'The Catskill Mechanical Society, havin g for its objects 
'' the relief of unfortun ate and indigent members, their 
widows and childr e n, an d ot h er cha rit ab le objects," was 
composed of mechanics of th e vi llage of Catsk ill, and was 
inc orpora ted hy act of Leg islat ure passed March 20th 
1807. J ohn Blanchard was then its president, and Ad j. 
Sherman it s secretary. It h ad an ex istence for severa l 
years, and after the Masonic Hall was fitted up , on the 
corn er of Main and Thomson st reets , about the yea r 
1818, it h eld monthly meeti ngs in that room . As show 
ing the craft of some of the early residents of the village, 
th e following list of it s memb ers in 1807, a nd th eir trad es, 

will be inte rest in g: 

Henry Ashley, tanner; John Ill an chard, cord wain er; Abi ja h H. Beach, 
saddler: Francis Botsford, ta ilo r; John P. Bolen, sadd ler; Ephra im Baker, 
blacksmith; Adonij ah Dakcr, b lac k sm it.h; James Benne t , mason; Peter 
Breasted, painter and g·lazier; Matthew Bounds , shipwright; *Caleb 
Cr oswe ll , pa in ter and g ilder; James Cole, cab in et maker; Mackay Cros 
well, printer; Joh n Doan e, house and ship joi ner; Nathaniel Ells, house 
join er ; Elisha Ferg·uson, cooper; John Gng·er, ship carpe nt er; Richard 
H ill, shipwright; Hi land Hill, sh ipwri ght; Nathanie l Hin man, cord
wainer; David Horton, weaver; Her man Hinman, house joiner; Jo hn 
Hyde, blacksmith; Lemne l Ha ll, cordwainer; Aaron Hall, mason; Henry 
L'Hom edieu , wheelwr ight; John T. Lacy, 8hip carpenter; Isaac Nicho ls, 
cordwainer; Pet er Ousterhout , b iacksm ith; John S. Olcott, rop e maker; 
J ehie l Preston, clock and watch maker; Step hen Root , tanner ; Adonijah 
Sh erman, tailor; Reuben Sanderson, house joiner; *Josiah Stebbi ns, 
nailor; Henry Selleck, house joiner ; Simeo n Sanford, cordwa iner; Ben 
jamin Sole, ship carpenter ; Jared Stocking , blacksmith; David Thorp, 
cordwainer; Hezekiah Thayer, hous ewrig·ht; *Thomas Waig ht , bous e
wright; *Elipha let Webb, br ick maker; Shadrach White, cor dw ainer . 

•Indicat es deceased m embers at that time . 

Tlze Catskill Association, a sort of speculative assoc ia

ti on, was formed in 1836 or 1837, called and described 
as the "Catskill Association, formed for the purpose of 
improving th e town of Catskill, in th e co unty of Greene, 
State of New York, and for other purposes." Th e of
ficers of the society were: Georµ;e S. Dou gh ty, pr esiden t; 
Thoma s Duguid, secretary; Evan Griffith, tr easurer; and 
L. B. Woodruff, co un sellor . L arge tract s of land at 
West Ca tski ll were purchased, the Dubois far m among 
th e rest, and laid out into streets and city lot s with fan
ciful name s. But the finan cial de pr ess ion of th at time 
desce nded upon the bubble , and it burst befor e it had 
reached its in tended magnific ence . Beyond a book of 
48 pages devoted to the d escription of the ent erprise, ac 
compa ni ed by two maps, but few foo tprints of the enter
prise now rem ain. 

TELEGRAPH COMPANIES. 

'The Catsk ill, Cairo &> Wz"ndlzam 'Telegraph Company 
filed its certificate of incorporation, J anu ary 15th 1876. 
Its cap it a l stoc k was limit ed to $3,000 , but thi s limit was 
afterward, April 5th 1879, increased to $5,000 . The 
route was from Catskill to Windham, u sing about 22 
miles of wire. The Cairo & Durh am T eleg raph Com
pany erected a line from Cairo to Durham, throu gh Free
hold, Ea st Durham and Oak Hill , in connection with the 
former line. This company was org ani zed by the filing 
of its ce rtifi cate , March 9th :r.876. In co nn ection wi th 
this th e Greenville & Freehold Telegraph Company, 
whose ce rtifi cate was filed May 18th 1877, ran a branch 
line from Fre eho ld to Greenville . Another branch line 
was run from Windham to Hunter by another company. 
These lin es were all absorbed by the Catskill, Cairo & 
Windh ,1m Company , which then h ad about 50 miles of 
wire. This compa ny paid from 10 to 20 p er cent . d ivi
dends on its stoc k. About four years after it s organiza 
tion it was ab sorbed by the American Union, it s stoc k 
being taken at $ 1.20. 

Cats/till 'Telegraph &> 'Telephone Company. Thi s organ
iza tion filed its certificate in 188 1. Its office was on 
~fa in street, Catskill, and the excha nge was opened July 
15th 1881. It had 22 subs cribers. Its capital stock was 
$1,000, wh ich was increased, Septembe r 9th, to $2 ,000. 
Seventy-five miles of wir es were put up the first season , 
and ten miles more, subsequently. I t had co nnections with 
the lar ge hotels near the vill age; with Kiskatom, Palen
ville, Laurel House, Hotel Kaa te rsk ill, and th e Moun
tain House, at the mountains . The incorpor ators were 
A. W. Thoma s, P. G. Coffin and A . D. Wilbur. I n May 
1883, it sold ou t its property to the compa n y, now the 
Hudso n Riv er Telephon e Company , at 50 per cent. ad
vance on the in vestment. 

TRAVEL AND TRANSPORTATION. 

Dur ing the ea rly years of the h istory of this village , 
its co mmun icatio ns were by wagons and stages on the 
lane, and by sa iling packe ts on the river. The se have 
in a meas ur e given way to the railroads and steamboats. 
Some of the early packet sloo ps were: the Ann Eliza, 
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Captain Richard Hill, in 1807; the Sally Ann, Captain 
Van Loan, the Jefferson, Captain James Bogardus, and 
th e Ran1;er, Captain Grant, in 1809; the Delaware, Ed
mond, Superior and Lewis, about 18r8; the James Mon
roe, Alfred, Shakespeare, Superior, and Delaware, about 
1825; and the Catskill, Greene Co. Tanner, James Mon
roe, Gen . Livin,qston, and Bucktaz'l, about 1833. An ex
perime ntal boat was run between Catskill and Hudson in 

1809, by Cruttenden & Hathaway. 
The Steamboat, Capt. J. Wiswall, was running on the 

river in 1808, and advertised to pass Catskill every Wed
nesday on the way to New York, and on Sunday evening 
on the way up the river. The fare, between here and 
New York, was then $5, which included berth and meals . 
T h e trip occupied about 24 ho u rs. In 1814, there were 
three steamboats plying on the river, passing here from 
New York: the Paragon, Captain Wiswall; Car o.f Nep
tune, Captain Roorbach; and North River, Captain Bar 
tho lomew. But the first steamer that we find any notice 
of as plying between Catskill and New York, was the 
Ridzmond, which in 1828 was commanded by Captain 
Charles Porter, and made semi -weekly trips to New 
York. In 1837, the Frank began running on this route, 
and September 4th 1841, the M. Y. Beach, a fine boat for 
the time, then being new, was put on. Besides these, 
in 1842 we find the Washington running here. The 
Tlzomas Powell made tr ips to this point some 20 years 

later. 
The New York, Catskill an<l Athens Steamboat Co. 

(Limited), was organized April 25th 1877, when the arti
cles of association were signed by H. 0. Nichols, William 
H. Morton, George M. Snyder, Edwin Snyder and Wes
ton L. Snyder. The object of this company was running 
a steamboat line between this vicinity and New York. 
The Escort was bought and employed on the line 
and in October following the CJ1arlotte Vanderbilt was 
added. The Escort having been enlarged, was 206 feet 
long on the keel, and the Vanderbilt 207 feet. March 
4th 1878, the company bought the interest of Black & 

Donahue Company, and the steamboat Andrew Harder. 
In August 1878, the TVa!ter Brett, a boat of 220 feet 
keel was bought. In the spring of 1879, the Ifarder was 
sold from the line. The City o.f Catskill was built for 
this company and this line, and was launched May 29th 
1880, being one of the largest and finest boats ever built 
on the upper Hudson. She was 250 feet on the keel, 
and was built at Athens . She was burned in 1882, wh ile 
lying at Kingston. The Ka atersldll, the last boat added 
to the running stock of this line, is 269 feet on the keel, 
and contains 115 staterooms. She was built at Athens 
in the early part of 1882, and is one of the finest boats on 
the Hudson. 

Communication with Albany is kept up on the river 
by the steamer City o.f Hudson, which plies daily between 
this point and the State capital. This boat belongs to 

the Albany, Hudson & Catskill line which was estab

the Rockland, which after three years' trial, was ex
changed for the Hope. The latter boat was used three 
years. The Shepard Knapp was placed on the line in 
1843, and ran until it was succeeded by the P. G. Coffin, 
in 1852. This boat was retained ten years . Tbe City o.f 
Hudson was built in 1862 and placed at once upon this 
line, where she still remains. A pilot, Captain Abe 
Miller, served on all these boats. 

The Catskill & Hudson Steam Ferry Company (Lim
ited), was chartered under the provisions of chapter 611, 
of the laws of 1875, and their certificate filed in the office 
of the secretary of State, November 4th 1881. Its capital 
stock was $15,000, and the term of its corporate exist
ence 20 years. The incori)orators were George H. 
Power, William Donahue, William J. Hughes, Edward J . 
Hamilton and Charles Whitbeck. The company was 
organ ized to run a ferry between the village of Catskill 
and the City of Hudson, with its principal office at Cats 
kill. The small propellers, Isabella and Eloise are used 
on this line, making hourly trips during the day, to Hud 
son and return . 

At what time a ferry from this point across the river 
was first established, it is difficult to ascertain. At the 
beginning of the century, the State Legislature granted 
to Henry Van Gorden the right of maintaining a ferry 
from a point near where the Susquehanna Turnpike 
strikes the river, across to any convenient landing on the 
other side. This grant excludes all others from estab 
lishing a ferry, to land anywhere within a mile above or 
below this ferry. But Van Gorden's ferry had already 
been estab lished, at what time we cannot learn. The 
grant was to be "forever," unless the State saw fit, after 
25 years, to reimburse him the cost of the dock, and take 
it off bis hands. The Court of Common Pleas was ap
pointed to regulate the rates of ferriage, which it has done 
from time to time . 

When the ferry was first established, and for many 
years previous to the building of the causeway to the 
little island which now forms the landing at the Point, 
the ferry landed on the north side of the mouth of the 
creek. The primitive ferry boat was a clumsy scow, 
with a mast on one side, from which a sail was -hung, by 
means of which the boat was p rop elled when the wind 
b lew . Wh en the wind tailed, a pair of long oars was 
use d. In either case, the working of the boat across the 
river was a siow and tedious op eration. The boat was 
steered by a long broad bladed o ar run out astern. This 
boat was in operation in the early yea rs of the century, 
and after many years it was pro pelled by the treadmill 
h ors e-power ! which was itself superseded by the steam 
ferry boat. This was about a quarter of a century since. 
A ha ndsome and commodious ferry boat, the A. F. 
B eaclz, now crosses in connection with all trains on the 
Hudson River Railroad. 

THE PRESS. 

lished in r835 by Captain William Allen of Hudson, an i The Catskill Packet, the first newspaper printed in Cats
old sloop captain. The first steamboat used on the line I kill, was issued first on Monday, August 6th 1792. It 
was the Advocate. Two years later she was replaced by was printed on coarse, blue paper, the sheet being about 

19 

.. 
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1ox12 inches in size, and its heading was ornamented 

with a vignette of a sloop under full sail. It was pub· 
lished by Mackay Croswell & Co ., at the subscription 
price of ten shillings per annum. The" company" was 

Dr. Thomas O'H . Cro swell. In May 1795 its title was 
changed to the Catskill Packet and vVestent Afail; and 
in May 1800, to the lVestenz Constellation, and it was 
then published by Mackay & Harry Croswell. In May 
r804, it became the Catskill Recorder, and having been 

enlarged, was published by Mackay Croswell. It was 
afterward published by his son Edwin, and about 1820 

by Richard Field, then by Cha r les Faxon , and later suc
cessively by Nathan G. Elliott , Caleb Croswell, John R. 
Sylvester and J. E. Hall. Philip D eyo was for a while 
associated with him, but February 8th 1862, J . B. Hall 
:issumed the publication, the name lnving been changed 
to Recorder and Democrat M:irch r4th 1861, at which 
time it was enlarged. In 187 1 the name was changed to 
Recorder. Mr. Hall died September r4th 1874, since 
·which time it has been published by his estate. 

T!te American Eagle was established bere about the 
year 1808, and published two or three years by Nath:in 

Elliott & Co . 
T!ie Catskill Emendator was started in 18 r 31 and ran 

a short time. 
Tlie Zetetic, a sort of literary periodical, was started by 

a company of young persons in 1814, but it failed with 
its sixth issue. 

Tlie Greene and Delaware T¥aslzingtonian W'1S started 
here in 1814, by Michael J. Kappel. In r8r6 it was 
changed to the lvft"ddle District Gazette, and was published 

by Wm. L. Stone. 
Tlze Greene Count;· Republican was established here by 

one Hyer, November 1826. In 1827 it was sold to 
Ralph Johnson, in 1828 to C. Hull, and in the following 

year merged into the Recorder . 
T!ie Catskill Afesseng er was started in r830 by Ira 

Dubois . It was afterward issued by Wm. Bryan, C. H. 
Cleveland, and Trowbridge & Gunn. While under the 
management of the latter it was changed to the Greene 
County Wltig October 20th 1849. In 1857 it was changed 
to the Catskill Examiner under which name it is still 
published by Marcus H. Trowbridge . 

Tlie Catskill Democrat was startPd June 14th 1843, by 
Joesbury & Dugard, with James D. Pinckney for its ed
itor. It was soon after issued under the sole proprietor

ship of Joseph Joesbury. It was absorbed by the Re
corder in r 849. 

The American Eagle was started at Prattsville in 1854, 
by E. & H . Baker , who moved it to Catskill the same 

year. In 1855 it was made a school paper , and its name 

changed to the Banner of Indust ry, and published by 
James H . Van Gorden. In 1857 it was bought by a 
company of prominent d emocrat s, among whom was Ly

man Tremain, and its name changed to the Democratic 
Heralri. As a party organ , it was now placed under the 
management of Henry Baker, by whom it was published 
about two years. In 1860 it was merged in the Recorder. 

The Catskill Democratic Journal was started May 2d 

1861, by George E. Mitchell. It was published but a 

short time. 
Tlte Catskill Independent, a weekly greenback organ, 

was started January 1st 1879, by J. D . Smith, by whom 
it was published a little lfss than a year. 

The Catskill Morning Mail, a daily newspaper, was 
started by John D. Smith, its first issue being Tuesday, 
November 25th 1879. It was a four page folio, with 

four columns to the page . October 6th 1880, another 

column was added to each page. November 1st 1881, it 

appeared as the Daily Mail, which name it bas since 
borne. It has been a successful experiment, and a fur

ther enlargement is being consummated (December 

I 883). 

BRIDGES. 

The Catskill Bridge Company was incorporated by act 
of the Legislature, April 4th r8or. By its provisions Jo
seph Graham, Gerrit Abeel, John I'd. Canfield, George 
Hall and Solomon Chandler were authorized to build a 
bridge across the Katskill, from "the red store built by 
Jacob Bogardus on the west side of said creek, to the 
road on the east side of said creek leading to the house 

occupied by Terence Donnelly ." Tolls were to be al

lowed, from 3 r cents for a four-horse carriage and 25 
cents for a two -horse carriage down to three cents for a 
foot passenger. The bridge was completed and formally 

opened in September 1802. It was about 550 feet in 
length, and about 20 feet in width, and was regarded as 
an elegant structure, and one in which the village took 
great pride. Its formal opening was celebrated by a pa
rade of the ladies and gentlemen of the village, and 
speech making, and it is said that Dr. Porter afterward 
pronounced a benediction upon it, the virtues of which 
protected it from the wreck of wear and time, for seventy 

years and more. The bridge had a draw in i:. Soon 

after its erection it became a favorite place for lovers to 
loiter, and for pleasure seekers to linger in the warm 

season: so say the chroniclers of the olden time. 
The act of April 15th 1814, incorporating the Cauters

kill Turnpike Company, contains the following para 

graph: 

"VI. And be it furth er enactecl, That no bridge hereafter shall be built 
over the Catskill Creek , between the draw -brlclg-e iu the village of Cats
kill and the fording- place, near the house of Jacob Wetsel, nor any 
bria~e over the Cauterskill from its junction with the Catskill, to within 
five ;ods of the first bend of the creek, below Joseph Klein's falls, with
out the permission of the Legislature." 

The limitations of this and former acts appear to have 
been subsequently modified so as to re,trict the mon
opoly of the bridge to a half . mile from it . Accordingly 
the people, having been authorized by the supervisors 
to raise the necessary funds, erected in r 869 and r 870, a 
;ubstantial arch bridge of iron, at a point a measured half
mile north of the drawbridge. This structure cost $22,500, 
and belongs to the town . It was done in accordance 

with an act of 1869, allowing supervisors to provide for 
the erection of bridges. Previous to this, however, in 
r866, an act had been passed allowing the town to buy 
the draw-bridge, but no action had been taken until 
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1870, when the bridge and its franchise were bought by 
the town. A new iron bridge, with a draw in it, was 
bu ilt by the town in the same place in 1881 and 1882 at 
a cost of $52,000 . The old bridge was torn down in 
1881, and for about a year and a half, while the work of 
reconstruction was going on, the people were without 
means of crossing at this point with vehicles. 

THE lcE BUSINESS. 

The business of gathering and storing ice from thf 
river is one of noticabl e importance to this village as 
well as to other villages and towns on the Hudson. 
There are several ice hous es to be seen on the bord er s 
of the village, which, though not particularly ornamental, 
suggest ideas of magnitude and industry and commerce 
that are pleasing to contemplate . The first great ic e ho use 
in this locality was built at the Point about thirty years 
ago. It was burned down by a stroke of lightning, and 
another has since been built upon the same site. One 
at the Hopeno se (a short bend in the creek about hal f a 
mi le from its mouth) was built since, and that took fire 
from a burning barge in the creek near by . This has 
since been rebuilt. Another stands at the hither end 
of the Long Dock, about half way between the two 
mentioned . Others have been built on Rogers' Island, 
which lies in the river off against the village, and at the 
point called Stuck, just at the upper bounds of the 
village on the river. The ice houses mentioned have 
varying capac ities of r8,ooo to 30,000 tons eac h . The 
Knick erbocker Ice Company of New York city owns the 
greater part of them. Bes ides these, there are a few 
smaller houses on the creek, occupied by the local trade, 
one of which is above the village, at the junction of the 
Kaaterskill, whose waters are claimed to give a better 
quality of ice . 

THE BANKS . 

1865, with a capital stock of $r 50,ooo. Its resources 
October 2d r883 , were $780,956 .08. Its first directors, 
in 1831, were James Powers, Edgar B. Day, S. Sher 
wood Day, Francis Sayre, Charles L. Beach, G eorge H. 
Penfield, Rufus H. King, Joshua Fiero j r., Jo hn T. 
Mann, Jo shua Atwater j r., Francis N. Wilson, Isaac 
Rouse and John Breasted. Its first prsident was Orrin 
Day. Frederick Hill was its first cashier, and has held 
that office to the pres en t time . S. Sherwood D ay was at 
first vice -president and bookkeeper until 1846, when he 
succeeded Orrin Day as president, and has held that 
office to the present time. The presen t directors are S. 
Sherwood Day, John T. Mann and Orrin Day. 

The Catskill Savi11gs Ba11!, was incorporated in 
1868. Its first officers were J oh n Breasted, presiden t, 
and Edgar Russell, secretary. Upon Mr. Br easted be
coming incapacitated by disease, the office of president 
was conferred upon S. Sher wood Day. No other change 
has been mad e in these offices to the present tim e. The 
resources of the Lank January rst 1883 were $722,784 . 
56. There was th en due de pusitor s, $648,401.10, an d 
a surplus of $74,383.46. The business is done in the 
office of the Tanners' Nat ional Bank . 

MANUFACT URING. 

A lime manufactory was es tablishe d, about three miles 
west of the village, in r833, by Jacob Edwards. He was 
succeeded by James, Henry and Cyrus O verba ugh. 
The presen t proprietor is Hiland P. Palmer. The fac
tory emp loys seven men. 

The tan-y ard between Main and Nort h streets at the 
upper end ot the village, is now silent. A few years 
since it was in active operation under the proprietary 
management of Nichol as Swartout. It then employed 
about twelve hands and produced mainly harn ess and 
upper leather. 

The Imperial Fac ing Mills, on Wa ter street were es 
'The Catskill Bank was incorporated as an associated tablished in 1880, by Thomas Bell. The buildings in

free bank March 26th r813, with a capital stock lim ite d elude one of brick 40 by 42 feet, two stories with base
by the charter to $400,000. April 30th 1829 the charter ment and attic, one fram e building, a coal shed, a shipping 
was renewed to run to January rst 1853, with a capital room and a brick engine hous e. A steam engine of 70 
stock fixed at $150,000. At the expiration of th is horse power is used, and eleven pe rsons are employed. 
charter the actual capita l of the bank was $110,007, and About 3,500 tons of raw material is annually consumed. 
the charter was extend ed to January 1st 1899. This The foundry facings manufac tured here are shipped to 
charter however gave place to an incorporation known all parts of the Uni ted States and Canada. 
as Catskill National Bank, July 20th 1865. Thom as B. The foundry on Water stree t was established in I8o8, 
Cooke was its first president, in 1813, and he held the by one Dutcher, who manufac tured plows . In 1839 the 
office for many years. The present officers are Isaac firm of B. Wiltse & Co . purchased the busine ss. In 
Pruyn, (since 1872,) president, Wm. H . Van Orden, vice- 1850 the firm's name was changed to A. & B. Wiltse, 
pr esid ent, and Henry B. Hill, cas hier. and this was succeeded by the present firm ot B. Wiltse 

The Tanners' Bank was incorporated March 14th & Co. A r 2 horse power ste am engine is used , and six 
1831 under the title'' The President, Directors and Com - persons are emp loyed The class of goods manufactu
pany of the Tanners' Bank, (sa fety fund)," with a capital reel embraces general machiner y and found ,ry work. 
stock of $roo,ooo. It was reorgani zed under the act of About 100 tons of raw materi al is annually consumed. 
April r8th 1838, to run 40 years from December 31st The Hop-o-nose Kn ittin g Com pan y, was establi shed 
1859, with the privilege of in creas ing its capital stock in 1881 with a capital of $25,000 . The bu ildin gs are two 
to $250,000, at the discr etion of the directors. An in- in number, built of brick and situated at \Vest Cat skill. 
crease of $50,000 only, was made March 16th 1860 . It A 65 horse power steam engine is us ed . The establis h
was reincorporated as the Tanners' National Bank in ment employs 120 hands, and produces 100 dozen shirts 
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and drawers per day. About 1500 lbs. of raw material 

is consumed daily, 
The Harris Manufacturing Company (Limited). In 

1864 Samuel Harris established a woolen-mill at Cats

kill. In 1868 Benjamin Howland associated himself in 

business with Mr. Harris under the firm name of Steam 

Woolen Company. In 1881, the Harris Manufacturing 
Company (Limited), was incorporated, with a nominal 

capital of $50,000. The original buildings were two, 

built of brick. In 1881 a new dye-house and store

house were built. A Corliss engine of 160 horse power 

is used, and about 175 hands are employed. The annual 

consumption of raw material is about 400,000 pounds . 

The officers of the corporation are C. L. Rickerson, 

president; Samuel Harris, treasurer; Frank Oliver, sec

retary; Joseph R. Hunter, superintendent. 

The Excelsior Pottery and Drain Tile and Pipe Works 

were established in 1865 by Ferrier Brothers, who were 

succeeded in 1868 by the present proprietor, Otis Chick

ering . Mr. Chickering has enlarged and improved the 

business, and employs from six to twenty men, varying 

at different seasons of the year, producing about rooo 

tons of hollow brick annually. The works are situated 

on West Water street. 

THOMAS E. F£RRIER . 

Thomas E . Ferrier was born in the town or Warwick, 

Orange county, N . Y ., April 15th 1821-the third in a 

family of seven children of Joseph and Hannah W. 

(Edsall) Ferrier. On the father's side, he is of Scotch

Irish descent,-on the mothers, of French. His grand

father, Robert Ferrier, married Mary Wilcox; he was a 

farmer by occupation, lived most of his life in Orange 

county, and .died there. His wife survived him, and died 
in Yates county, N. Y. They had six sons and one 

daughter, viz: William, David, Joseph, Thomas, Anna, 

Robert and Michael. All these children were marrie d 

and raised families. All are no.w deceased. 

Joseph Ferrier, father of Thomas E., was born in War

wick, Orange county, N. Y., January 25th 1791. He 

married, February r 1th 1815, Hannah W. Edsail, who was 

born in Sussex county, N. J., August 13th 1790. They h ad 

seven children,viz: John Milton, married Frances M.Cole

rnan, and died Aug. 5th 1843, no children; Sarah M., born 

Aug. 13th 1818, widow of Mathew Bailey, livi ng in Sussex 

county, N. J., with her only son, Daniel Bailey; Thomas 

E., subject of this sketch; Louisa, born August 5th 1824, 

married to Cornelius J. Jones, a farmer in Warwick; J\fr . 
and Mrs. Jones are deceased; Edward Jones, living in 

Jersey City, is their only surviving child; Almira, born 

July 30th 1827, wife of Cornelius J. Lazear, furnitur e 
dealer and undertaker in Warwick; three children; Sarah, 

Ida, and William; Edsall, born October 30th 1831, 

married Anna M. HL:mmell, of Easton, Pa., May 12th 

185 9 ; he. was for a number of years professor of 

languages in Lafayette College; at the present time (1883) 
is paster of the Presbyterian Church at Mauch Chunk, 

Pa.; no children; Robert, born F eb ruary 23d 1835, 

married Celia D . Jones, December 18th 1855, and died 

in Catskill, May 2d 1880. Thomas E. Ferrier lived at 

home, on the farm, till he was 15 years of age. At that 

time he entered as clerk, the store of H. W. Houston, 

where he remained three years. He then attended 

school one year at Edonv ille . He thereafter taught 

school three seasons, one se1son in Pike county, Ill. He 

then returned to his native place, where he purchased a 
farm adjoining the home farm, which he carried on until 

1866, when he moved to Catskill, where, in company 

with his brother Robert, he engaged in the manufacture 

of brick, firm R. Ferrier & Bro. This partnership con

tinued till the spring of 1876, then terminated by the 

death of his brother. He continued to carry on the 

business in his own name unti l 1882, when he associated 

with him, his son-in-law, Percival Goldin, firm Ferrier & 

Goldin. The business is quite extensive, and success

ful. In 1880 Mr. Ferrif'r purchased of his brother's 

widow the place where he now lives. 

During the continuance of his partnership wilh his 
brother Robert, the firm, in addition to their manufac

ture of brick at Catskill, were quite extensively engaged 

in the erection of buildings in New York city and Brook

lyn, mainly in the latter. 
Mr. Ferrier has been a stockholder and director in the 

Catskill National Bank for the last fifteen years. He was 
president and director of Hop -o-nose Knitting Com· 

pany during the erection of the buildings, and one year 

afterward-and still holds his interest . 

In politics, he has been identified with the whig and 

republican parties . He has been a member of the Pres

byterian church for 25 years. He is now a member of 

that church in Catskill, and for five years has been one 

of its trustees. 
He married, February 19th 1846, Elizabeth, daughter 

of John and Elizabeth Vanderoef. Mrs. Ferrier was 

born in the village of Flori da , Orange county, N. Y., 
August 16th 1825. Their children are: 

Hannah Elizabeth, born May 23d 1849, married to 

H. W. Lane, May 29th 1872, living in Warren county, 

Pa.; one child, Hubert A. 
Willis Wentworth, born October 20t h 1860, died July 

16th 187 I. 
Mary VV., born J un e 28th 1854, married to Percival 

Goldin, October 13th 1875; children, Lizzie F. and 

Will is P. 

EPIDEMICS. 

Though for general healthfulness, the reputation of 

this locality stands high, the village has on a few occa

sions been ravaged by P.pidemic diseases. The first of 

these was in 1803, when the yellow fever broke out and 
for a time raged with much fatality. The epidemic 

commenced in the month of Aug ust. The first two cases 
occurred on the roth; the third and fourth on the r 1th, 

and the fifth and sixth on the 19th. The first three 

cases were in one family. There were altogether 30 

clearly marked cases, and ro or 12 doubtful ones. One
third of them began in August, and the others in Sep

tember. Eight persons died, six of whom were males. 
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Females were handled with less severity than males. 
The disease appeared to be confined to that part of the 
village near the Hopenose, mainly on Green street. On 
this street there were then several houses, and on the 
lower end of it a few stores. Two or three hundred 
barrels of herrings had been stored in one of these build
ings during the month of the preceding May . A slaugh 
ter yard was then in operation in the village, the effect 
of which was so marked. that Dr. Croswell claimed that 
he could tell beforehand, from its condition and that of 
the sewer leading from it, in connection with the weather, 
whether the families living near it would be visited with 
sickness or not. The water was said to produce di
arrhcea if freely used. The people lived very much 
crowded together, generally two to four families in each 
house. These facts indicated bad sanitary condition, and 
to them were attributed the progress of the disease, if 
not its origin. 

The village was visited by cholera in 1832, but we 
have failed to gather the details in regard to it. The 
disease was sufficiently serious to prompt the provision 
of a building for a cholera hospital. November 11th 
1834 the board of supervisors authorized the county 
treasurer to sell this building, there being no further 
need of it. Again, in 1849, the village was visited by 
cholera, but of this we have learned no particulars. 

In 1854 the third visitation of cholera occurred. This 
was probably the most direful scourge that ever came 
upon the village. It was of the true Asiatic type. It 
made its appearance in May, coming on gradually and 
increasing in its severity till July, when it reached its 
height, though it continued on into September. During 
that time upwards of 80 persons died of it. Most of the 
cases were confined to the village, and here it seemed to 
linger about Main street. It affected all classes, and 
was so obstinate as to defy the most ski llful treatment. 
Five deaths occurred in a single day. No rain fell from 
May to September; the atmosphere seemed to lack ozone; 
the heat of summer was intense and prostrating, and to 
add to th e depressing effects, the air was often filled with 
smoke, from fires that were raging on the mountains. In 
thi s hour of terror there were barely physicians and 
ministers enough in the village to attend the sick, or give 
Christian burial to the dead. Rev. A. P . Van Gieson 
was for two weeks the only minister in the village. He 
says: "There was no heart fur merriment in those aw
ful weeks of the cholera." Dr. Howard returned from his 
vacation when he learned the state of affairs. Sixteen 
persons died in three successive nights, most of the 
deaths occurring during the hours of night. The first 
victim was a Mr. Abbott, the last was John Adam s. 
Philip Van Vechten was taken one morning in about the 
usual way, and his funeral was held the next day at r r 
o'clock . Another was about the streets until rn or r r 
o'clock at night, and was buried in the early morning of 
the next day. 

In the midst of the epidemics it is said, Cook Hull, a 
physician of the homeopathic school, in passing through 
on his way to the mountains, treated several of the worst 

cases, and that treatment was almost uniformly followed 
by recovery . This gave a favorable introduction to the 

new school of medicine in this locality. 
Of the various theories advanced in regard to the 

cause of this pestilence one is worthy of notice . Dredg
ing in the creek had been prosecuted early in the spring, 
and the deposit of the creek bot tom thus drawn up was 
brought ashore and dumped along the village front. 
Some of it had been deposited on the road bed in the 
street. The exposure of this sediment to the sun was 
thought by some to have set free in the air some germs 
of disease that had been sleeping in the bed of the river. 
Copious rains and cooler weather came on late in Sep

tember and the disease abated. 

JEFFERSON, 

This is a local ity on the Susquehanna Turnpike, about 
two miles west of Catskil l. It is sometimes called the 
F lats. Some excellent farms and orchards are to be seen 
in this locality . It contains a store, a school, a hotel, 
the site of which has been occupied as such from very 
early times, a trotting course, a paper -mill, and, at this 
time, about 50 dwellings . At the commencement of this 
century it contained ten dwellings, three stores and two 
public houses. Lumber was then a common article of 
produce, and the merchants bartered goods for it. A 
paper-mill on th e Katskill was then owned by Nathan 
Benjamin. December · 1st 1807 it took fire, at about 7 
o'clock in the evening, and was entirely destroyed. Loss 
$10,000 . It was rebuilt, and in 1815 was owned by Rus
sell and Abner Austin, from whom the ownership passed 
to the Austin family, where it still continues. 

Jefferson Rural Cemetery Association was organized 
at a meeting held in the district school-house March 
27th 1872 . The trustees then elect ed were Conrad 
Stevens, Frank Salisbury, W. W. Palmatier, S. W. Sim

mons, T. Jackson, John F. Wolfe, E. L. Demorest, Luke 
Kiersted and William S. Kenyon. 

LEEDS. 

This village lies on the Katskill at the crossing of the 
Susquehanna Turnpike, about four miles west of the 
village of Catskill. It is the ancient and original village 
site of Old Catskill, and occupies the original" five great 
plains" of the Indians, really one of the most beautiful 
and fertil e valleys in all this rugged region. It is a quiet 
village, of perh aps 500 inhabitants, which may boast 
more of its past history than of it s pr esent achievements . 
In the early years of the cen t ury the village was called 
Madison. The village cen ter was then n ewly established 
on a spot a short distance from the site of the older part 
of the settlement. The flouring-mill of Ira Day had 
then been recently establi shed on the Katsk ill, and by 
th e introduction of new and improved machinery, was 
able to manufacture about 600 bushels of wheat into 

flour daily. It had four run s of stone driven by two 
water -wheel s, and the annual product of flour was esti
mated to b e worth about $70,000. Just about the mill a 
dozen houses had been erected, and there were three 

.., 
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stores, one public house and a few other buildings. The 
village now contains two general stores, -a drng store, tin 
store, market, two blacksmith shops, a hotel (the Schoon
maker House), a school, three churches, a foundry, and 
two large woolen manufactories. The flouring-mill men
tioned above, afterward became vVhittlesey's Mills, and 
upon the same site Samuel Harris afterward erected a 
large woolen factory. This was burned, together with 
three boarding houses for operatives, on Saturday, May 
24th 1862. The fire was supposed to have been gener
ated by friction of the machinery. The mill had been in 
full and successful operation, employing about 150 ope
ratives, and the value of 1:iroperty destroyed was about 
$80,000. Two large woolen factories now occupy sub
stantially the same site, being the property of the estat e 
of A. T. Stewart. They are, however, standing idle. The 
upper one was closed January rst 1882, and the lower 
one, January rst 1881. They were empioyed chiefly in 
the manufacture of woolen cloakings, shawls, cassimeres , 
robes, etc. vVben in full blast, these mills use d 2,500 
pounds of wool per day, and employed 700 opera tives. 
There are in the village about 70 dwellings belonging to 
these mills, most of which are now unoccupied. 

The Leeds Plow Works were establi shed about the 
year 1813 by Samuel Fowks . Mr. Fo wks was a black
smith, and in olden times the farmers of the ne ighbor
hood came to him to get the wrought points for their 
wooden plows. Jethrow Wood, a Quake r of Dutches s 
county, invented an iron plow. He cam e to Mr. F owks 
to get his plows made, and about the time mentio ne d, 
iron plows were first made by Mr. Fowks. The casti ngs 
were at first made in Albany. In a short time, ho wever , 
Mr. Fowks himself commenced the work of ca st ing. 
His first attempt to melt iron was in an ordinary bl ack
smith's furnace. He placed a dish or ladle in the bottom 
of the furnace and built around it a fire of cha rco al. 
Two slaves were set to bl ow the fire, and when it became 
sufficiently hot, a few piec es of iron were placed up on 
it, which, melting, ran clown into the ladle. When a 
sufficient quantity of iron was melted, the ladle was re
moved from the fire, and the melted iron was pou red 
into the mould, and thus . the first iron plow was cast at 
Leeds. Mr. Fowks was succeeded by his sons, William 
arid Edward, who were in turn succeeded by the present 
proprietor, Milton Fowks, about the year 1850. About 
25 tons of iron is annually melted in the furnace of this 
establishment. 

Nearly two miles west from the village center is an 
anr:ient mill site on the Katskill, known as Dubois's Mill 
or Wolcott's Mill. The first mill erected there is said to 
have been a very large one, and it was destroyed by a 
freshet in the creek coming suddenly, supposed to have 
been caused by a cloud-burst on the stream above. In 
1809 the mills were owned Ly Ezekiel Benton. Th ey 
then consisted of a grist-mill, a clothier's mill and a dis
tillery. In 1810 they were occupied by Montgomery 
Stephens and John Wolcott. More recently the site has 
been occupied by a flour and plaster-mill. 

A destructive fire, supposed to have been th e work of 

an incendiary, broke out in the barn of David W . Dun

can one evening in February, 1883. Before the flames 
could be stayed, it being in the heart of the village, 13 
buildings were burned, including five dwellings and two 
stores. One of these, occupied as a store by B. T. 
White, was the oldest building in the village proper, a 
stone building, having been built by Martin G. Schune
man more than 100 years ago. It stood on the south
east corner of the main street and the street leading to 
the upper woolen factory. The other buildings burned 
stood along the street to the west of it and on the opposite 
side of the main street and up the Coxsackie road. The 
total loss was about $26,500. 

THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 

The "Reformed Low Dutch Churc/1 of Katskill and 
I(ocks-Hacky" appears to have been the first church or
ganization within this town. Previous to its establish
ment, religious worship under the leadership of represen
tatives of this church had been conducted with more or 
less regularity, from about the year 1650. The early 
history of this church, from its organization in 1732 to 
the d eath of Domine Schuneman in 1794, will be found in 
he history of Old Catskill. 

The history of this church as a legally incorporated 
body under the laws of the State, begins with the tran
sactions recorded in the following document: 

"Ag r eeable to an act of Leg·islature of the State of New York, 
Entitl ed An Act to enable all the Religions Denominations in this State 
t o ap point Trustees who shall be a body Corporate for the purpose of 
Taking Care of the ':romporalities of their respective Congregations, and 
for the pnrposes therein mentioned, Passed the 6th day of April, 1784, 
an Election for Trustees was held for the Congregation of the reformed 
p rote stant dutch church at Catskill at the chmch of Catskill aforesaid 
an d the following persons, after due notice agreeable to the above 
Law, Elected by tho plurality of Voices, Trustees, and classed, viz: 

"HENRY OUTHOUDT I 
.. FRANCIS SALISllUR 1Y, ) 1st class. 

"SAMUEL VAN VECHTEN,} 2d class 
"WI LLIAM GROOM, ' 
"JOHN SOUSER, 3d class. 

"We the subscribers, being two of the Elders of the reformed pro
testant dntch church of Catskill, do hereby Certify that the above 
Named p ersons were duly Elected 'l'rustees by the name, style and Title 
of the Trustees of the reformed dutch church of Catskill, g·iven under 
our hands and seals this 29th day of Aug-., 1787. 

"WM.GROOM, 
H JACOB SAX." 

The labors of Domine Schuneman closed in 1794, and 
for several years the pulpit was only occasionally sup

plied. 
About this time, the union that had existed between 

the Catskill and Coxsackie congregations was dissolved, 
and the former, uniting with Oak Hill, which was to 
have one-third the pastor's service, presented a call to 
the Rev. Peter Labagl1, who accepted it, and began his 
labors May 13th 1798. His pastorate continued till June 
24th 1809. The Rev. Henry Ostrander began labor here 
in 1810, and continued two years. The association with 
Oak Hill appears now to have been abandoned. For 
about two years the pulpit was occupied only by occa
sional supplies. The Rev. Peter S. Wynkoop was calle(i 
to the pastorate in 1814, and continued till 1817. In the 
latter part of that year the Rev. Isaac N. Wyckoff was 
c alled, and in 1818 was installed pastor of this church. 
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The old church having become much impaired, it was 
decided to build anew, and a new building was begun in 
1816, and completed in 1818. The building up of the 
new village center about the mi1ls made it desirable to 
change the location of the church to a more central 
point. A new site was given on the east side of the Sus
quehanna Turnpike, at the junction of the Athens Turn
pike, by Martin G. Schuneman, by deed bearing date 
May 9th 1816. The structure was built on a rock which 
rises to the surface in a convenient position for its 
foundation. The first service held in. the house, then 
incomplete, was the celebration of 4th of July 1818. Th e 
bu_ilding is of fossiliferous limestone, surmounted with a 
spire. 

Under Domine Wyckoff the societies of Madison, Cats
kill and Kiskatom were united, and so continued un~il 
1833 . Rev. John C. Van Liew was an a ssistant pastor 
for a year preceding the dissolution of the union . In 
1833 two churches were organized, one at Catskill vil
lage, and the other consisting of the remainder of the 
union, to be known as the Reformed Dutch Church of 
Leeds and Kiskatom . 

The new church at Leeds was organized by the elec
tion of elders and deacons, according to the direction of 
Classis . This took place March 17th 1833, and the of· 
ficers chosen were:-elders; John Schuneman, Frederick 
Sax and James Van Duzen: deacons; Joseph Bevier, 
James Elting, Zeria Ferry, David C. Abee! and James 
Manning. The old parsonage property was sold April 
9th 1832, by direction of consistory, to Casper Van 
Hoesen for $1,400 . . April rst 1833 a lot for a parsonage 
was bought in the village, on the Susquehanna Turnpike, 
adjoining the lot of school district No. rn . This was 
bought of Henry Person for $950, and in August following, 
an additional tract was bought of Mary Van Bergen for 
$230. 

The Rev. J. C. Van Liew was ca1led, and installed 
pastor of this church May 1st 1833. His pastorate was 
short, closing July 21st T 834. Rev. Brogan Hoff was 
installed in April 1835 . During the winter of 1839 and 
1840 there was a revival, by which 41 were added to the 
church at one time. Domine Hoff resigned his pastor
ate, and was dismissed February 11th r 842. 

By action of Classis this congregation was now divided, 
and two separate churches formed, one of Kiskatorn , and 
the other of Leeds . The final action in the matter by 
consistory was on February 15th 1842. The church of 
Leeds now called the Rev. James Romeyn, who acted as 
a stated supply for about two years, when his failing 
health compelled him to resign. In 1845 Rev. W. R. S. 
Betts became pastor, and continued until October 1850. 
The church was then without regular supply until Octo
ber 1851, when the Rev. John Minor was called, and he 
remained a little more than five years. 

In 1852, the parsonage lot lying on Main strect,east of 
the church, was sold, and the "Vedder lot," as it was 
called, was bought, and the present parsonage built on it 
at a cost of $2,629. The church was repaired, and the 
steeple added at a cost of $766. In 1855 the interior of 
the building was remodeled . 

On two occasions the chu rch considered the question 
of dropping the word "Dutch " from its title-in 1855, 
and again in 1857-but both times it voted to retain it. 

Rev. Samu el T. Searle was called to this church in 
September 1857, and his pastorate continued until July 
9th 1869 , during which time the church was cleared of 
debt. In March 1870 a pipe organ was put into the 
church. In February 1871 th e old bc1ss viol, which had 
been in use years before, was sold for $ro. 

Rev . B. Van Za ndt, called August 27th 1869, was in· 
sta1led in Septe mbe r, and his pastorate continued ti11 
April 1878 . Rev . Charles W. Wood served the church 
from June 1878 till May 1879. R ev. C. P. Ditmars was 
in stalled Sept embe r 23d 1878, In the latter part of Oc
tober his pastoral relation was diss olved, and he accepted 
a call at Niskayuna, Schen ectady county, New York. 

At the time of the di visio n of the old church, 1833, 
the church of Leeds and Ki skatom had r 70 members. 
How many were left afte r the Kiskatom church had 
been withdrawn is not know n, but ten years later, in 
1852, the church embraced 90 families and contained 
105 members ; in 1862 it comprehended 80 families and 
127 memb ers; in 1872 it had rno families and III mem
bers; and in 1882 it counted 62 families and IOI mem
bers. Since 1833 there have been received into the 
communion of the church 405 members, 292 by con· 
fess ion of faith. The pastors have baptiz ed 294 children 
and solemnized 361 marriages. The Sunday-school, 
which was begun at an early date, has an average attend
ance of about 70. 

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

This church was organized in 1845, by the Rev. E. S. 
Hibbard, who preached occasionally on week-day even
ings in the school-house. W. G. Walcott was the first 
class leader. In 1855 a board of trustees was formed, 
consisting of Nelson Wright, J. D. Comfort, W. Fullager, 
James Ingram, and H. Hustead. In 1856 the present 
edifice was built, at an expense of $2,809.30, which in
cluded the furnishing. The house was dedicated by 
Rev. Jesse T. Peck D.D., on the roth of September of 
the same year. A commodious parsonage was built in 
1859, costing $1,750, including $300 paid for the lot. 

Rev. J. W . Macomber was pastor when the church was 
built, and served one year. The following are the 
names of the succeeding ministers and the time of ser 
vice of each: Bradley L. Burr, 1857, 1858; D. Gibson, 
1859, 1860; W. F. Harris , 1861, 1862; J.E. Gorse, 1863, 
1864; C. Gorse, 1865; J. H. Hawxhurst, 1866-68; E. 
Clement, 1869-71; G. Hern, 1872; N . H. Bangs, 1873, 
r87 4 ; J. H . Phillips, 1875; H. C. Masten, 1876, 1877;. 
W. S. Winans, 1878-80; A. Gaylord, 1881, 1882; W. W. 
Shaw, 1883. 

ST. BRIDGET'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

When the woolen-mills were in operation a large num
ber of the operatives were of this denomination, and a 
chu rch was established, which was under the spiritual 
ch a rge of the p riest residi ng at Catskill, Rev. E. O'Dris-
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coll. A lot was bou ght of D ewey D ed erick, on the eas t until 1842, and up to th at tim e its histor y is con tained 
side of the Coxsac kie road a short distance from Ma in in that of tho se church es. 
street, and in 1878 a handsom e ch ur ch was built on it. 
With the removal of th e Ro man Catholic populat ion on 
the suspension of the mill s, regular services were discon 
tinued. 

SOCIETIE S. 

Frat ernity Lo dge, '.No : 417, .'I 0 . of 0. F., ~was - inst i
tuted Januar y 22d 1875, by D. D . G. M., W.H. Ba ldwin, of 
New Baltimore. Th e nam es of the charter members 
were G. H. Warder, N. G.; J.M. Vedder, V. G.; C. C. 
Teich, secretary; E. D. Warner, permanent secr etar y; 
H. F. Vedder, treasurer. Th e first death of a member of 
the lodge was that of Edward D. \Varner, which occ urr ed 
Nov ember 18th 1875. ·.:... Mr. Warne r was a man of the 
strict est inte grity, diligen( in the performance of every 
trust and }dut y,) nd hi s death caused universal sorrow in 
the communi ty. The following are th e name s of the 
past grands: George H . Warner, Charl es C. Teich, Levi 
Perry, C. I. Shires, B. F. Day ter, H. F. Vedder , Will iam 
H. Wolf e. J. M. Vedd er, John Gu nde rman, Henry Co 
nin e, James Moore, Andrew Wrig ley, Martin Newbury 
and Thomas Mar ti n. The present officers are: George 
Church, N. G.; John Burrou ghs, V. G.; B. F. Dayter, S.; 
Ira Perry, T.; Levi Perry, W.; George H. Warner, C. 
Odd Fellows' Hall, formerly Warne r 's Hall, was bui lt by 
George H .Wa rn er, in 1874,and was bought by th e lodge in 
1880. Th e lodge meets every Fr iday even in g, is in a 
pros pero us condition, and numbers about 50 members. 

About 1875 to 1878 there were four : temperanc e or 
ganiz ations represented in thi s village : the Sons of Tem
peran ce, Good Templars, Temple o( Ho nor, and an 
indep endent village society. The first flourished about 
fifteen years, the second and third, eight or nin e yea rs 
and th e fourth, t wo or thr ee years. All are now exti nct . 
A week ly t emperance paper, the Voice o.f Liberty, was 
published here three yea rs, by George H . Warner . 

KISKATOM. 

Thi s is a sca tt ered .. se ttl ement of farms un der the 
mount a in in the cen tral western part of the town. 
Sev eral branches of the Kaat ers kill dra in this sectio n 
and furni sh power for a few saw-m ills. A number of 
th e farmers have made boarding houses of their dwel
ling s, to accommodate tho se who wish to spend the sum 
mer near the mountain. The settlement was begun 
during th e last century . 

THE REFORMED CHURCH , 

The early settlers and farmers who lived in thi s region 
were a part of the congregat ion· of th e old church at 
Leeds, about four or five miles to the northeast of this 
loca lity. • '. The Rev . Isaac : N .' Wyckoff, while pastor of 
the Catskill chur ch, preached and catech ised the yout h 
in the school-hous es and pr ivate houses in this sect ion, 
and was probably th e means of forming this church. It 
1\'. lS part of the Old Catskill church or the Leeds church 

It s hous e of wors hip was bu ilt in 1832, at its pre sent 
location, then known as "La wrence's Tavern." I t was 
a wooden struct ure, and cost abou t $2,500, be sides con
siderab le material and labor, that were furni shed grat u
itou sly. The building committee were Isaac J . Du Bo is, 
Frede rick Sax, Joseph Sax, J on a tha n C. Myer, an d Ros
well N . Lawrence. The latter was t rea sur er. Rev. I. 
N. Wyckoff preac hed the ser mon at the dedi cation. In 
1869 twe lve feet were added to the length of the church, 
and other alterat ions were made, at an expense of abo ut 
$2,300 . Land for a parsonage site was bou ght of Wil
liam Britt, abou t four acres, for $ 125, and on it a par 
sonage was built in 1848. Th e cos t of th e bu ilding was 
about $1 ,100. Addit ions have since been made . The 
entir e property now owned by th is chur ch is in complete 
order and free from all incumb ra nce. 

A Sabbath-schoo l in charge of Jonas Snyder, was held 
in the Remsen school-house un til _the church was com
pleted, an d has b een co ntinu ed, excep t during th e winter 
seaso ns, to the present tim e. In 1840, a marked work of 
grace resulted in add ing to th e chur ch more than 40 
souls. This event led to the separa tion of the ch urches 
of Leeds and Kiskatom. 

The Reformed Dutch Church of Kiskatom was fully 
constituted Marc h 17th 1842, with 59 families, ror mem
bers and two Sabbath-schoo ls, havin g tog ether So 
scholars. The first cons istor y was. composed of E lde rs 
Frederick Sax and Isaac J. Du Bois , and De acons Ros
well M. Lawrence and John F. Sax . 

The Rev. William L ya ll was pas tor from November 
1842 to May 25th 1847, durin g whic h time 20 were added 
to th e chur ch. The Rev. John L. See, was pastor fro m 
Novem ber 1847 to Octobe r 14th 1850 . During tha t 
tim e, 50 were received into the churc h. T he Rev. James 
M. Comp ton followed, and closed a ser vice of nearly 
four years September 20th 1854, hav ing received 33 in to 
the church. He was succeed ed by Rev . Henry Eckel, 
who , after abou t eight months labor , d ied Novembe r 
20th 1855. During the vacancy th at followed, the 
church was supp lied partly by Rev. John Minor, of L eed s. 
Rev. Ca lvin Case began laboring here in June 1857, and 
continued ti ll May 1st 1860. Dur in g his pastorate, 38 
mem b ers were admitted . Rev. Charles Rockwell was 
pas tor for six yea rs, to J uly 22d 1866, welcoming d uring 
tha t time, 87 persons to memb ership in the church . 
Rev . Will iam G. E . See followed with another six yea rs' 
pastorate , receiv ing 59 members, and closi ng October 1st 
1873. Rev. Paul T . Deyo succeeded him, and remained 
t ill 1875. His record showed an addition of 47 mem
bers to the church . He was followed by Rev . Jacob 0 . 
Van Fleet, whose term of ministerial service was about 
three and one- h alf yea rs, closing wit h October 20th 1879. 
Dur ing hi s pastorate, 23 persons were ad ded to the 
churc h. The pres ent pastor, R ev. George J. Van Neste , 
began his m inistry D ece mber 1st 1879. Th e chur ch in 
1883, reported 86 fam ili es, wit h zoo com muni cants and 
th ree Sabbath -sch ools with 125 scho lars . The ~ gif ts for 
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benevolent object s, during las t year, were $3 52. 89 . The 
jubilee of th e church was ce lebrate d May 22d 1883, when 
the history of the church was read, and severa l former 

pastors made addresses. 

PALENVILLE. 

This village, nam ed in honor of Jonath an Palen , one 
of the early res ident s of prominence, lies a t the mouth of 
th e Kaaterskill Clove . Of th is village , a wr it er in 1854 

said: 
"Apart from it s location, th e vill age of Pa len ville is a hamlet of the 

most shabby sort . It barely supports one ill furni shed st or e, two pr im
itiv e ways ide taverns, a Methodist chape l, a school, a post -office, and a 
small woo len factory. With the exc ep ti on of snch ge ntry as the b lack 
smith, th e wag·on mak er, the cobb ler , and the ta ilor, the in habitants em
ploy th emselves in the factory , in neig hbo rin g saw -m ills, tann eries, and 
in th e t ranspor tat ion of lu mbe r and leat her to th e r iver landin gs . I n 
the vicini ty are a few of the better class of home steads and sma ll fal'ms . 
The situation of Palen vill e, a t th e portals of the hills, gives you an 
equal and re ady access to the gre at valley on one side, and to the mo un
tain solitud es on the other." 

However tru e this pictur e may have been in 1854, 
th ere is nothing so shabby about it s present appear ance 
as to make that part of the descript ion hold good now . 
It is a beautiful and attract ive hamlet, situ ated amid 
grand sce ner y, and thousands of pleasure seeke rs come 
to its agr ee abl e retre ai.s to spend the hea ted sum me r 
months . In 1859 it contained two tanneries, a woo len 
factory, and 18 d wellings. It now conta in s a numb er of 
comfortable boardi ng h ouses, and a population of abou t 
300. It is th e terminu s of the Catsk ill Mounta in Rail 
road, the open ing of wl1icb, in the su mmer of 1882, made 
communication with Catskill more convenient. A Meth 
odist chapel has for some years been occupied for re 
ligious services und er the charge o f th e minister of th e 

chur ch at Cairo. 

TH E GLORIA DEI PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL C HURCH. 

This church was org anized in the spri ng of 1878. Ser
vices were at first held in the union chur ch which 
had previously been built there for ge ner al religious ser
vices . In Janu ary 1878, a very rough st ru ct ur e was 
built for _tempora ry use wh ile the church was being con 
struct ed . In this, se rvice was held during th e summ ers 
of 1879 and 1880. The corner sto ne of a handsome 
stone chur ch was laid Jul y 30t h 1879, on land that had 
been presented for the purpose, by Miss Sarah Travis , by 
deed of Jun e 25th 1878. The chur ch, the int erior of 
which is still unfinish ed , h as already cost up wards of 
$4,000. Th e porch, roof, bell and wind ows were pre 
sent ed by a ge ntl eman livin g in New York, whose mod 
es ty forbids the mention of hi s name . The wall s are 
built of roug h ston e, with doors and windows in point ed 
arch es of cut stone . 

Th e first memb ers of th e chu rch were E. T . Mason 
and wif e, Charl es H. Chub b, M. D. , and wife, Mrs . 
Amelia Greetham, Miss Eva Baker, and E. Potterfi n. 
The first officers were E . T . Mason, treasurer, and C. H . 
Chubb, warden . 

Th e following ministers have officiated: Robert 
Weeks, of (St. Luke's) Catsk ill , during the summer, from 

20 

1873 to 1877; Scott B. R athbu n, su mm er of 1878; J. H. 
Young, summ er of 1879 ; William C. Grubbe, who took 
charge of the miss ion in September 1879, and has con 
tinued to th e prese nt ti me, holdi ng services throughout 
the year. From the commencement to the pr ese n t time 
there ha ve been 13 confirma tions and 13 baptisms . 
Th ere are now 20 co mmuni cants . A Su nday- schoo l 
in connection with it nnmb ers 20, including officers an d 

teac her s. 
A uni on meet ing-house was built in this villa ge in 

1812, to provide some pl ace for pub lic wor ship. Land 
for th e purpose was given by Benedict Knapp, and a 
building costing about $800 was bui lt on it. It was 
under stood tha t the Methodist denom in at ion should have 
th e use of it one -half th e time, and tlut any other de 
nom inat ion that might estab lish itself here shou ld be en
titled to use it the ot her half. I t is st ill occup ied in this 

way. 

l\1ANUFACTURING. 

The wool en-mill o f Teale & Lamo ur ee , at Pa len ville, 
was established by Dan iel G. Cen te r about the yea r 1830, 
and was subsequent ly owned and ope rat ed by Josiah B. 
Hinman, and later by Al exa nd er McK inl ey. T he mill 
was destroyed by a freshet in 1858, an d afterward re
moved, and rebuilt on it s present site by McKinley, of 
whom it was bo ugh t by th e present propri etors. The 
machin ery is opera ted by water-power. The cl ass of 
goods manufactured embraces woo len ba ts, flanne ls, 
sa tinets, etc. From 3,000 to 4,000 pounds of wool is 
ann ually 'consumed, and emp loym ent is furn ished for five 
persons. 

The well-cu rb and bucket manufactory now owned by 
E. Anson, was es tablished at the Fo rge, in the town of 
Ca iro, by L. S. Roe , of whom it was bought by the pres 
ent proprietor, in 1879. In 1882, Mr. Anson remove d 
the bus iness to Pa lenv ille, and in June of th at yea r th e 
factory was destroyed by fire. I t was re-est ablished in 
the old rubbin g-mill buildings. Eig ht persons are em-
ployed, and the mach ine y is operated by wa te r power. 

THEODORE C. TEALE 

was born in Pa lenv ille, Greene co unt y, New Yor k, 
August 18th 1844, the youngest of a fa mily of four chil 
d ren of Charles H . and Pauline (Sm ith ) Tea le. The 
fam ily are of German or igin. Pete r Teal e, his grand 
fa th er, marri ed E lizabeth Fo land, in G hent , Columbia 
co unt y, New Yo rk. Six children we re t he issue of this 
marriage, viz : Char les Howard, John He nr y, \1/yan, 
Frances, George E . and Catherine. T he first four we re 
born in Rhinebeck, Dutchess co unty, New York; George 
E. and Catherine, in Pa lenv ille, Greene co unty. Peter 
Teale moved from R hin ebeck and se ttled in Palenville 
abo ut the year 1820 . He followed his t rade of carpen
ter. He died in Pa lenville in 1826. His wife surviv ed 
him many yea rs. All the ch ildren (1883) are living. 
All but John are marri ed and have fami lies, an d all 
but Wyan and Frances are living in Ca tskill. 

Charles H . Teale, father of Theodore, was born rn 
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Rhinebeck, November 19th 1805; married, July 4th,1829, 

Perlina, daughter of Frederick Smith of Catskill. Mrs. 
Teale was born July sth 1805. Mr. Teale has been 
farmer and merchant in Palenville for 44 years. Ap
pointed post-master of Palenville first under President 
Harrison, he has occupied the position continuo usly ever 
since with the exception of a 1 hree years interval under 
President Buchanan. In politics he was first a Whig, 
and a Republican from the first organization of that 
party. Mr. and Mrs . Teale have been members of the 
Methodist church of Palenville for many years. They 
have four children, Theodore C., Martha, Charlotte, and 
Frank P. 

Martha Teale has devoted many years to the art of 
painting and has acquired considerable repL1tation in her 
chosen profession. She divides her time between 
the homestead and New York city. Charlotte (widow 
of Edgar Goodwin ), her daughter Sarah (widow of Gil
bert Haines), and Frank P. are living at the homestead 
in Palenville. 

Theodore C. Teale received his education in the public 
and private schools of P,lenville, and at Claverack Sem
inary, Columbia county, Professor Alonzo Flack, princi
pal. After leaving school, for several years he was em 
ployed as a clerk in his father's store at Palenville. 

In 1872 he received the appointment to a clerkship in 
the New York custom house, under Chester A. Arthur, 
and from 1873 to 1878 (the year he resigned), had charge 
of the records of suits against the collector. The esti
mate in which Mr. Teale was held while filling this re
sponsible position is well set forth in the following letter, 
received after te ndering his resignation: . 

"COLLECTOR'S OFFICE, May 2d 1878. 
"DEAR TEALE: 

Sharpe. In 1881 he was elected member of the State 

Committee from the 15th Congressional District, and in 
1882 was elected its secretary. It is only just to say 
that in these different positions of trust, Mr. Teale has 
rendered his party most efficient and satisfactory service. 

Upon reaching his majority he became a member of 
Catskill Lodge, No. 468, F. & A. M. 

Mr. and Mrs. Teale have one child, Creighton Lee, 
born November 5th 1876. 

SMITH'S LANDING. 

This is a small settlement in the southeast corner of 
the town, upon the Hudson River. It has a good dock, 
and several of the steamboats that ply on the river, stop 
here. The place was named in honor of Rufus Smith, 
who was its pioneer. William Massino became the 
owner o·f the site near the dock, in r856. A post-office 
was established in 1872, and Massino was the first post
master. The settlement contains a brick yard, owned by 
Theodore Bresseau. There is also a stone quarry in the 
neighborhood. Four large ice houses have been Luilt on 
this side of the river near this place. One of these, on 
Wanton Island, having a capacity of about 50,000 tons, 
was bui lt in 1874-5, and is owned by the National Ice 
Company. Another, built on the land of Lima Crawford 
in 1868, has a capacity of 45,000 tons, and is owned by 
the New Jersey Ice Company, One was built on the 
land of Theodore Bresseau in 1871 or 1872, having a 
capacity of 64,000 tons. This belongs to the Consumers' 
Ice Company. Another, having a capacity of 40,000 
tons, was built by the same company a little farther up. 
The Knickerbocker Ice Company have a house of 22,-
000 tons capacity on the Trumpbour land near the Inbogt. 

"I have had no more unpleasant official duty to perform than noti-
fying the collector of your resignation. While my relations have heen BIOGRAPHICAL. 
exceptionally pleasant with almost every man in my division, you have 
occupied a place in my reg·ard shared only by two other men, Balch and JAMES BROWN OLNEY. 
Wright. From the very first I felt that yon were a gentleman, and I 
soon found that you were, besides that, a scrupulously faithful offi- James Brown Olney was born in Hartford, Conn., July 
cial and a thoroughly Joyal, trustwort hy man. If you had enjoyed 
better health and had determined to remain in the service, with your 20th r 833. He is a descendant in direct line: 
intelligence, willingness and integrity, you would have deserved and I lSt. From Thomas Olney, who was born in England, 
doubt not have attained a very hig-h position. 
* * * * * * in 1606, married a Miss Small in 1630, and came to 
Whenever you come to New York you must make the Ninth Division America in 1635; first settl ed in Massachusetts, but when 
your headquarters, and as long· ns I am here you will always have a Roger Williams was qriven out of that colony, Mr. Olney 
desk and chair at your disposal. 

"Yours very truly, accompanied him to Rhode Island. The families were 
"DunLEY F. PHELPS." very intimate and became still more closely allied by a ""-' 

Mr.Teale married, February 1st 1875, Addie J., daugh- number of intermarriages. 
ter of Josiah B . and Ann E. Hinman. 2d. Epenetus, seco nd son of Thomas, born in England 

Mrs. Teale was born in Palenville, March 10th 1854. in 1634, married Mary Whipple in 1666, and had seven 
Her parents were among the earliest settlers of Palen- children, four sons and three daughters, of whom-
ville. 3d. John was the fifth child. He married Rachel 

Mr. Teale built the" Winchelsea," a summer resort in Coggshall, August r rth 1699 . The issue of this marriage 
Palenville, in 1878, and has been ever since its owner was five sons and one daughter, of whom-
and proprietor. 4th. William, the second child, was born February 

He has taken an active part in politics from the time 22d 1706. He married Alice Dexter, and had four sons, 

he was eighteen years of age. In 1879 he was elected of whom-
chairman of the Republican Central Committee of Greene 5th. Ezekiel was the second child. Ezekiel married 
county; re-elected in 1880, also in 1882 and 1883, which Lyd:a ---, by whom he had twelve children. Ezekiel 
position he now (1883) holds. In 1880 he was appointed Olney was a farmer, and lived and died in Union, Tol

postmaster of the Assembly by its speaker, Gen. George H . land county, Conn. 
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6th. Jesse Olney, tenth child of Ezeki el , and father of 
J 3mes B., was born in Connecticut, October r 2lh 1798. 
He taught school at an early age, and was principal of 
the "Stone School" at Hartford, Conn., for r6 years 
He was the author of many te).t books which have been 
-extensively used in the schools throughout the country. 
Among these are "Olney's Geography and Atlas," "The 
Nat ion al Preceptor ," "The School Reader," "The Easy 
Reader," "The Little Reader," a "History of the United 
States," a '' Series of Arithmetics for Common Schools," 
and a lar ge volume entitled '' Family Book of History." 
The latter years of his life were chiefly devoted to the 
compilation of these volumes. He also took an active 
interest in the politics of his State. He was elected a 
number of times to the lower branch of the State Legis
lature, and at one time was the candidate of his party 
for the Senate, but was defeated. He was State con
troller for two terms. He took a deep int erest in re
ligious matters. He was first a member of the Baptist 
church, but subsequently adopted Unitarian views, and 
was an active supporter of that denom;nation 

He married E lizabe th Barnes, by whom he had 
chi ldr en as follows : 

Charles F., a teacher in the public schoo ls of New 
York city; James B., the subject of this sketch; George 
A., a stationer in Brooklyn; Ann Maria, died in infan cy; 
Julia A., living at the homestead; Ellen W., wife of J. 
Foster Kirk, editor of Lippi11co!t's Magazine; Mary H., 
who on the 21st day of February 1884, marrieJ Hon. 
Samuel S. Ingham, of Bermuda. 

Jesse Olney died at Strntford, Conn., July 30th 1872. 
His wife rnrvives him. 

James B. Olney received his primary education in the 
public schools of Southington, Conn., the place to which 
his father moved from Hartford when he (James B.) was 
one year old. His academic and p re paratory course was 
received at the Lewis Academy, Southington. In 1850, 
he entered Yale College and completed the sophomore 
year. In 1853 he came to Windham, Greene co unty, N. 
Y., where he commenced the study of law , in the office 
of Danforth K. Olney, a cousin, with whom he remained 
one year, but continued the study with John Olney, 
brother of Danforth K., until he was admitted to the bar 
in December 1855. In May 1856 he opened a law office 
in Prattsville, Greene county, and continued in the prac 
tice of his profession there until December 1862, when 
he moved to Catskill, where he entered into partnership 
with his old preceptor, D. K. Olney, under the firm name 
of D. K. & J. B. Olney. This partnership cont inued 
until the spring of 1865, when Hon. Rufus H. King 
became a member of the firm and the name was changed 
to Olney, King & Olney. In 1866 James B. Olney with
drew from the firm and opened an office on his own ac 
count, and has so continued since. Mr. Olney has a l
ways taken an active part in local, State and national 

politics. He has repeatedly served as delegate to the 
State, Judicial, Senatorial, and Congressional conven
tiou s, and for several years was chairman of the Dem
-0cratic County committee. In 1857 and 1858 he was 

jud ge advocate on the staff of Brigadier-General Bassett, 
and afterward for several years, beginning in the year 
1867, he served in the same capacity on the staff of Brig
adier-General George Beach. He was elected to the 
office of district attorney of Greene county in . 1859, and 
reelected in 1862. In 1872 he was a candidate before 
th e Democratic State Convention for attorney-general of 
th e State. Hon. Daniel Pratt, of Syracuse, received the 
nomination and was elected. Mr. Olney has been a 
member of the Board of Education of Catskill six years, 
and its president two years. In the spring of 1883 he 
was elected supervisor of the town of Catskill. He has 
been a member of the masonic order since 1860. The tsti
mate in which he is held in the community in which he 
has passed so many years of his professional life is 
sufficiently attested by the responsible positions he has 
been called to fill. He married, October 13th 1870, 
Julia P., youngest daughter of Judge Malbone and Mary 
(Hickock) Watson. Her father was elected to the office 
of justice of the Supreme Court in June 1847, which 
position he held till his death, in 1857. Two children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Olney, viz.: James Wat
son, died in infancy, and Jesse Watson, living at home. 

P. M. GOETCHIUS. 

P. M. Goetchili-S was born in Catskill, Greene county, 
N. Y., January 24th 1816, the third in a family of seven 
children of John and Hannah Goetchius. Johannes 
Henricus Goetchius, hi s great-grandfather, was a native 
of the canton of Zurich, Switzerland, born 1714, emi
grated to America in 1728, completed his study for the 
ministry under the Rev. G. H. Dorsius. pastor of the 
Low Dutch church at North and South Hampton, near 
Philadelph ia; was ordained by him, and the Rev. Jaco
bus Theodorus Frelinghuysen of Raritan, N . J., in 1738, 
was pastor at Jamaica, L. I., and the region round about 
from 1740 to r 748, then removed to Hackensack, at 
which place, and also at Schralenhurg, he continued to 
pre ac h until his death, which occurred in 1774. He was 
thrice married. His first wife was Rachel Zabrisk ie 
(English for the Polish name Sobieski), who was a lineal 
de sce ndant of the famous John Sobieski III, who routed 
the Turks at the battle of Choezin in 1673, and chased 
them from the walls of Vienna in 1683, and subsequently 
led a colony of abo~t 200 Protestants from Poland to 
America, there to enjoy a religious freedom which was 
denied them in their native country. Sixteen children 
were the issue of his first and second marriages. He had 
no children by his third wife. 

As an efficient and faithful minister of the Gospel he 
had few superiors, in his day, in New York and New 
Jersey . 

Jacob Goetchius, son of Johannes by his first wife 
Rachel Zabriskie, and grandfather of Peter M., was born 
July 12th 1756, married March 9th 1780, Catharine, 
daughter of the Rev. Johannes Schuneman (See No. 4 
Schunemam gen.), who was for many years pastor of the 
Dutch Reformed church at Leeds in the town of Cats
kill, Greene county, N. Y. Jacob Goetchius died in 
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Catskill December 30th 1820. His wife died in Catskill In politics, Mr. Goetchius has been identified with the 

October 28th 1846. Ten children were the issue of this democratic party. 

marriage, of whom John Goetchius, father of Peter M., 
was the foL1rth child. He was born December 25th 
1786. He married, September 22d iSII, Hannah,daughter 
of John Goetchius, his own cous in, who was born March 
20th 1788. John Goetchius was a farmer by occupation 
and spent his whole life in Catskill. He died July 2d 
1842; his wife, August 20th 1859. To this worthy couple 
were born children as follows: Jacob Zabr iski e, born 

January 1st 1813, died May IIth 1882; John Post, born 
September 4th 1814, died April 8th r88r; Peter Martin; 
Ann Catharine, born November 1 rth 1817, died in in
fancy; Esther Ann, born October 2d 1819, wife of Na
than Finch, of Catskill; Margaret, born January 16th 
1822, wife of James Wescott, both of whom are deceased; 

and Maria, born April 15th 1824, wife of Cornelius 
Jansen, a farmer living in Napanock, Ulster county, 
N. Y. 

Peter Martin Goetchius spent his youth at home in 
Catskill. He received his education in the common 
schools of the place. When 14 years of age he went to 
New York city, where he was employed by different par
ties until he was 20 years of age. He then carried on 
an eating saloon there for two years. Returning to Cats
kill, he carried on his father's farm for about ro years . 

He married October 3d 1843, Sarah, daughter of Har
man and Hester (Townsend) Beck er. Mrs. Goetchi us 
was born September 20th 1822 . The Becker home
stead in the town of Greenville, Greene county, N. Y., 
has been held in the family for seven generations. At 
the present time (1883), it is owned and occupied by Mr. 

Fred. Becker, a brother of Mrs. Goetchius. 
Mr. Goetchius, after marriage, remained on the home 

farm three years. After carrying on a farm in Freehold, 
town of Greenville, one year, he moved to Ellenville, 
Ulster county, N. Y., where for eighteen months he car
ried on a mercantile business. He then returned to 
Catskill and purchased a farm of So acres north of the 
village, which he carried on for about one year. The 
following nine years he engaged in the wholesale and 

retail grocery trade, in Catskill. He again moved on to 
the farm named above. He commenced keeping board
ers in 1868, and from a capac ity, at first, for only 20 
boarders, he has from time to time enlarged the house 
until now (1883) he has ample room for 300 guests. In
deed, under the efficient management of Mr. and Mrs. 
Goetchius as landlord and landlady, the Summit Hill 
House has taken hi gh rank among the favorite resorts of 

Greene county. 

Both he and Mrs. Goetchius have been members of the 
Dutch Reformed church of Catskill for about 30 years .. 

MYNDERSE WYNKOOP. 

The family bearing this name were :rniong th e earliest 
DL1tch settlers in New Amsterdam, and among their de
scendants are many men of eminence. The subject of 

this sketc h is a descendant of Cornelius Wynkoop, who 
lived in Ulster county, and had two sons, Hezekiah and 
Tobias. The latt er settled at Kiskatom. The former 
had a son Evart, who liv ed at Kingstnn. In the year 
q89, he bought the farm at Catskill now in possession of 
his descendant. This farm, which wa, in Lot No. 5 in 
the Loveridge P,1tent, is finely situated about two miles 

below Catskill L1ndin;. He bought this place for his 
son Hezekiah, who built a block hou se, which stood 
about 300 feet east of the present residence. He soon 
became tired of this new location, and went back to . 
Kingston, and his brother William became the possessor, 
and made it his home. He're he had four daughters; 
Altje, Elizabeth. Hannah, and Neltje. The last married 
Egbert Schoonmaker, who bought the farm a•id home
stead. 

Evart Wynkoop married Altje Myers, and had four 
children: Hezekiah and William, as mentioned above, 
also Henry and Catharine. The first married Elizabeth, 

daughter of William Dederick, and had four children: 
Maria and Evart (twins), Henry, and Altje. Of these, . 
Evart married Marie Post, and has children, William, 
Evart, and Isaac. 

Henry married 1st, Neltje Mynderse, 2d, Hannah 
Wynkoop, and has five children: Henry, Mynderse. Heze
kiah, Nellie, and Maria. Mynderse married Mary E . 
Schoonmaker, and thus the home stead returned to the · 
family of its original owners. Mr. Wynkoop has eight 
children: Egbert, Nel1ie, Sarah, William, Asa, Gillette, 
Irving, and Anna M . His son Asa is now a student in 
Rutgers College. 

Henry Wynkoop , the fath er, was judge of th e Court of 
Common Pleas at Kingston, and a soldier in the war of 
1812. Evart the great grrndfather was a member of the 
committee of safety during the Revolution, and lieuten
ant of militia under the king. The family residence is a 
typical Dutch homestead . Its stone walls seem to bid 
defiance to time and will doubtless last for centuries to . 
come. The date 1792, cut in the stone, te11s the time of 
its erec tion , and the inscription W.W. K. 1820, indicates 
the time of its enlargement and improvemen t. 
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