
APPENDIX. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEW BALTIMORE. 

[The following history was prepared by Rev. War.ren 
Hathaway, who was for many years pastor of this church]: 

The church at Medway was the first of the Christian 
denomination organized in the town of New Baltimore, 
the first in the county, and indeed the first in the State 
of New York . This religious society was originally 
gathered at the house of Jonathan Miller sen ., the cen
tral, and once well known public resort of the town, on 
the site now occupied by the house of Henry P. Miller. 

The Rev. Jasper Hazen, living in the State of Ver
mont, on the east of the Green Mountains, started as a 
self-appointed-or rather as a God-chosen missionary of 
the free and blessed gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Turning his horse westward, and pr eaching as he went
at school-houses, or wherever a door was opened, he 
crossed the mountains, and came at last to the Hudson 
River-the Mississippi of tho se days, at a point opposite 
the village of Coxsackie. That he might t ell hi s fri en ds 
when he returned home, that he had stood on the west 
side of the great river, he crossed over to Cox sackie. 
But the lofty hills beyond seemed to invite-seemtd to 
beckon and to welcome him-and leavi ng his hors e, he 
walked out to the well known public house of Jonathan 
Miller, of whom he had heard as a man e11.tremely hospi t
able, and eminently Christian; while he had heard also 
that his religious views were so broad that sectarians and 
sectarian churches regarded him as an unfortunate and 
even as a guilty heretic. ' 

Now it seemed that this Hazen himself, though albeit 
a God-fearing man , was rega rd ed by his neighbors as 
slightly tinged with heterodox sentim ents, because 
he would acknowledge, as authority in th e church, 
no other master or ruler but Christ the Son of God. 
And hence, he would call no man Rabbi, as admitting 
that any one had power over his faith and conscience . 
Now it seemed, though he had not been aware of it be
fore, that this independent Christian, Jonathan Miller, 
loved _with all his heart a good heretic, or at least one 
~ho, like Paul, 1:>owed only to Jesus as master and sav -
10r-who took simply and only his gospel as ultim ate au-
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thority in all th ings, religious and spi ritual. No wonder 
that the youthful missionary from V crmont found a home 
in the large heart and under the amp le roof of this Chris
tian man. And no wonder that the well known pub lic 
house of Miller became, under the earnest gospel minis
try of the young Vermont preacher, a church as well as 
an hostelry-a place where tra\ 'e ilers and pilgrims were 
entertained, though they were looking and seeking for a 
city unseen-" a city having glorious foundations, whose 
maker and builder is God." 

At this publ ic house the first Christian church of 
New Baltimore-and, as we have said, of the State of 
New York-was organ ized by Rev. J aspe r Hazen, m 
1807. 

A deep religious interest began with the first labors of 
this young man, and this interest deepened and widened 
until it extended to many of the surrounding towns . 
From this ce ntral point the spirit of Christ seemed to 
radiate, until, by the influ ence of God throu gh Jasper 
Hazen, churches were organi zed at F reehold, at Westerlo, 
and at Stevensville. 

Thus in a strange, yet blessed manner, was the eccen
tricity and devotion of this youth ful missionary from the 
rocky east perfectly vindicated in the establishment of 
centers of spiritual light and healing in this hilly county 
beyond the river. 

For many years the house and ample barns of Jona
than Miller were the only meeting places of the Chris
tian church in New Baltimor e. Here were held the 
genera l meetings of these days, where often hundreds of 
earnest believers, act uated by a common hope, faith, and 
charity, were gat hered from eve ry part of the county. 

At last it was decided to build a house for worship, 
and th e spot chosen was on the once extended farm of 
Jonathan Miller, then owned by his son, at the site now 
occupied by the Medway Christian church. This house 
was built in the year 1832. For a time this brotherhood 
of Christians had no regular pastor, but were supplied by 
the numerous and gifted eva ngeli sts , that were raised up 
to be the heralds of a free salvation, and .of the glorious 
gospel of the Son of God. These preachers were a .class 
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of men especially called to mee t th e demands of th eir 

time . But few chur ches in th e rural dis tricts were then 
able to give a minist er an adequate support; henc e tho se 
who devoted themselves entirely to th e work of th e min
istry had wide circui:s, and labored with the scattered 
brotherhoods as the spirit of God dir ec ted them. 

It was by the labors of these gifted men, called to 
evangeli ze, th at the N ew Baltimore Christian chur ch 
for many years was supplied . Yet, during thi s period of 
pastoral destitution, but few churches in th e county were 
favored with such able and in sp iring preaching as fell to 
the lot of this people. Those who came to supply their 
pulpit, "came in the fullness of the bl ess i1ig of the gos 
pel of Christ," came as th e flamin g hera ld s of di vine 
truth,- came with "lips touched by th e mystic be e, with 
the honey of persuasion," and with hearts aglow with 
love. Hence they pr eached to attentive congregations, 
and gathered many souls into the fold of the Great 
Shepherd . 

Among those who thus came and continued the work 
of the Christian pioneer, J asper Hazen, we migh t men
tion the Revs. Christopher Will iam Martin, J abez King, 
John L. Peav ey, Levi Hatha way , John Te ets, an d John 
Spoor. The last named, Rev. John Spoor, wa~ one of 
the first, if not the first pastor of th e church. 

In 1861, this Chri stian brotherhood felt th e need of a 
larger and more mod ern hou se of worship. As the re
sult of thi s fe elin g, the p resen t nea t and commod ious 
church at Medway was built and dedicated, free from 
debt, in th e autumn of th at even tful year . Bes id es the 
beautiful church edifice, with the num ero us sheds aro und 
it, and the well kept cemetery adj oining, the soc iety also 
owns a valuable parsonage wit h thre e acres of good land. 

The first Christian church of l\ew Baltimor e, whose 
eventful history is intim ate ly connect ed with the pro s
perity, growth, and general welfare of th e community in 
who se mid st it has so long been "as a city set on a hill," 
is still with light undimmed , and ever wid ening in
fluence, a help and a bles i ing to all who love the ways of 
Zion, to all who are asking for human aid to lea d them 
in th e path of h eaven , or th e bri ght and narrow road 
that brin gs at la st th e weary pilgrim's soul to God. 

Thou gh many years have passed away sin ce its orga ni 
zation, and though all of its firs t members have gone 
over to th e majority and joined th e family of God in 
heaven; yet as a branch of the ever living "body of 
Christ,"-'-it is as fresh, as yo un g, and strong in the mis

sion of salva tion as ever. 
The present pastor, the wo rthy successor of many 

eminent men, is widely known throu gh th e co unt ies of 
east ern New York, for hi s works of love , hi s zea lous 
ministry and abundant labors-the Rev. Henry Brown. 

THE IcE BUSINE SS OF ATH ENS . 

The first ice hou se in th e town of Ath ens was built in 
1854, on Lots 8, 9, and 10 of the Flaack estat e, on th e 
site of the old ch em ical works, and was own ed by the 
Ind epe ndent Ice Company . T his hous e was burned in 
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The seco nd ice hou se, built in 1855, stood near 
Dooper's I sland or Swallow Rock, on the old Esperanza 
purchase . It wa s taken do wn , and the Knick erbocker 
Ice Company built a larg e ice house on its site in 1873. 

In 1865 the City Ic e Company buil t an ic e house 
nearly opposite the Luth eran ch urch. This was sold to 
the Was hi ng ton Ice Comp any and aft erward burned, 
and another hous e, belon ging to th e Knickerbocker Com
pany, no w occupies it s place. 

The hous e belonging to the Hudson River Ic e Com
pany , south of the mouth of Murderer's Cr eek , stands 
on land which was the former hom est ea d of David R. 
Palm atier , who sold it to Lewis Wolfe in 1875. He took 
as part ners Fra nk P. Gautier an d Willi am Lot t, the Wolfe 
Ice Co mp any was furmed , and the hou se was built in 
1877. They aft erw ard conso lid ated with the Hud
so n River Ice Com pany, of whic h L ewis Wolfe is super
intendent. 

Th e first ice house in th e sou thern part of th e town of 
Athens was built in 1869, nea r the Corlaers Kill, and 
was ow ned by Hiram Van Steenb urgh, of Cat ski ll. He 
so ld it to the Knickerbocker Ice Company in 1872, and 
it was enlar ged by L ewis Wolfe. It was a fterwar d struck 
by lightnin g and burn ed . 

Th e Ho wland ice hous e, a litt le north of F erry street, 
in Athens, was built in 1869 and enlar ge d in 1877. 

The Arrow Ic e Company built a house north of Van 
Loon's ship-yard in 1877 . The firm consisted of Frank 
Muller, W. H. Brown, and H. C. Fuller. Th e building 
was enlarged in 1878 , and, Jul y 7th 1883 , it was struck 
by light nin g and burned. A new hous e is bein g built 
(1883) on it s site. 

IcE HOU SES I N ATHENS. 

Locat ion . Owners. 

Uor laers Kill. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Knickerbocker Co . 
Cor laers Ki ll ..... .. .. .. .... .. .. ... . .. New York Cit y Co. 
Athens (soutb J . . . . . . . . . Ar row Co. 
At hens.. . . . . . .. .. . . . Howland & Co. 
Athens. . .... ..... ... ..... . Av er y . 
Athens (Doop er's I sl and ). Kni cke rbo ck er Co. 
Ath ens (glebe Jandl .. ... ... Kn ickerboc ker Co. 
Athens (Murde re r 's Creek) .. .. . . .. . . Hudson R iver Co. 
Athens (n orth of Murderer's Cr eek). R idgway Co. 

GirnERAL WILLIA M SALISBURY. 

Tons capac it y . 

28,000 
40,000 
32,000 
14,000 
14,000 
55,000 
50,000 
32.000 
18,000 

283,000 

The subjec t of this sketch was born at L eeds, or Old 
Catskill, in th e hom e of hi s anc est or$. His parents were 
Abr aha m an d Rachel Eltin ge Salisbury, and his birth 
occurred August 15th 18or. H is hom e at L eeds was th e 
mansion built by Francis Salis bury for hi s son Wi lliam, 
in 1720, on the west . bank of the Katskill Creek , and 
whic h is no w ow ned by Robert Badeau. He had a sister 
Anna, wife of H enr y Lan e. At the deceas e of his 
father he inh erited a larg e tra ct of land, the mos t fertile 
portion of the Catskill Patent. Throughout .hi s active 
life he was co nnect ed with the militia of th e county , and 
went through all the grades of office, from se rgea nt in 
1822 , to li eu tenant co lon el of the 3d regiment in 1826 , 
brigadier gene ral, co mmi ss ioned Jul y 15th 1835, by Gov
ernor Willi am L . Marcy, and major general of the 8th di-
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GENERAL WILLIAM SALISBURY-THE WITBE CK FAMILY. 417 
- ------ --- - - -----------,------------------ --~ ---- - - ---

v1s1on, by Governor Silas Wright , January 17th 1845. 
His agricultural enterprises were conducted on a very 
extended scale, and his connection with the Greene 
County Agricultural Society and the American Institut e 
continued throughout his busy life . In the latt er part of 
his life he was called to bear sever al pecuniary reverses, 
and moved to Catskill Landing, where his last da ys were 
spent. He was deacon of the old church at Le eds , and 
one of its most liberal supporters . His nature was be
nevolent, and no man in the town or county was more 
popular than he. His home at Catskill .;:still contains 
many relics of the past, and among them may be men
tioned the portrait of the ill-fated queen, Anne Bol eyn, 
said to be the work of Hans Holb ein. The arms of the 
family, carved in wood, and brought from Europe by his 
ancestor, Captain Sylvester Salisbury, tog ether with In 
dian deeds and land grants, mak e a colle ction of which 
few families can boast. General Salisbury married Miss 
Jane Mairs, and left a family of six children. He di ed 
at Catskill, May 12th 1883. Thus ended the life of one 
who was worthy to bear without reproach the grand old 
name of gentleman. The following extract is from the 
Cat skil l Examiner : 

"The death of General William Salisbury occurred at 
his residence in this village, Saturday morning last . H e 
was in his 83d year. Although he was yielding to the 
infirmities of age, his death came sooner than ant icip ated . 
His is the record of an honorable life . A past gene ration 
knew him better than this. In his time, he was among 
the most progr essive of men. \Ve remember well his po
sition as a farmer and stockman. We cannot now reca ll 
any one in the history of agriculture and stock breeding 
in this county, whose labors will compare with the wor k 
perfo,med by him in these dire ct ions; for by his industry 
and liberality, he marked an era in th e way of local de
velopment within hi s chosen field. The co unty sho uld 
respect the memory of one who did so mu ch in the way 
of improved methods in the lines of agricultural science. 

"After severe financial reverses he left the old farm at 
Leeds, and came to this village to reside. A quiet man, 
fond of quiet ways, he sought in his limit ed sphere to in 
dulge the rural tastes of his more pro spero us years. The 
strong love of nature, of tre es and flower s, of th e do-
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mest ic animals, b urn ed at the last as br ightly as i t did in 
early days. As a citi zen, a father, and a Christia n, he 
strov e faithfully to perfo rm their respectiv e duties . A 
consistent member of the Reformed church, he kept his 
profession without a stain. The disc iplin e through whic h 
he passed was a severe one, known only to himself, but 
that he bore it with great pat ience we have the evidence 
of his daily lif e. The fune ra l services were held T ues 
day aftern oon at th e Reformed ch ur ch ." 

WITBECK FA~I!LY. 

Andries, son of J an Witb eck and Agnietje Bronck, and 
grandson of Andries J anse Witbeck and Engeltje Volck 
ertse Douw, married Mayke, daughter of Pi eter Barentse 
Coeymans and Elizabeth Greveraad, and died November 
22d 1765. 

The children of Andries and Mayke were : (1) Eliza 
beth, born in 17 39, married in 17 5 i , Thomas, son of 
Hendrick H oog tel ing, and di ed July 29th 1820; (2) 
Zelotti, born in 17 4 r ; (3) Agniet j e, born in 17 42; (4) 
Peter, born Marc h 22d 1744, married Oc to ber 16th 1766, 
Mari a Van Alen, and died February 12th 1813; (5) 
Charlotte, born in 1746, married in 1771, Dav id McCarty, 
and died in Coxsac ki e, Ap ril 22d 1828; (6) G~rrit j e, 
marri ed Daniel Van Antwerp; (7) !Vlayke, married Cor
nelius Vander zee. 

The children of Pe ter and Maria Van Alen were: (1) 
Mayk e, born March 12th, 1769, marr ied March 3d 1787 
Peter Van Bergen [1 25 V. B. Gen. ] , d ied March 31st 
1825 ; (2) Catharina, born March 30th 1770, married 
John Ten Eyck; (3) Elizabeth, born July 12th 1778, 
died in 1779; (4) Elizabeth, born November 18th 1785, 
married Dav id, son of Isaac Davidse and Lena Ver 
planck; (5) Andrew , born February 3d 1790, married 
Charlotte A melia [ 128 B. Gen .], daughter of Peter Coey 
mans Bronck and Elizabeth Van Wie. 

The children of Andrew and Charlotte are: Peter, who 
died young, Elizabeth, John Bronck, who lives in Cox 
sackie, William, David, Henry, Van Allen, Maria, and 
Peter. Van Allen Witbeck lives in the town of New 
Baltimore on a portion of the lands of P ieter Coeyman s, 
which fell to And ries Witbeck and his wife Mayke. 
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