
WINDHAM. 

BY REV. 0. B. HITCHCOCK. 

WINDHAM, originally a part of Woodstock, U l
ster county, was constituted a separate town, 
March 27th 1798. Two years later, the new 

county of Greene was estab lished from parts of Al
bany and Ulster counties, an d a portion of Freehold, 
which had been includ ed in Albany county before the 
formation of Greene, was annexed to th e town of Wind
ham. The boundary between Albany and Ulster coun
tie s crowned th e mountain on or near the crest of 
Ginseng Mountain, running near the he ad of the Gulf 
or Jennie Pass. The north lin e of the Hardenburgh Pat
ent crosse d th e town in a genera l southeasterly and north
westerly direction, and intersected the Windham Turn
pike, or Post Road, at Russel Sheffi eld's tanner y, just 
east of his hous e, now occupied by William Delamat er. 
From its starting point, by th e lake near Beach's Moun
tain Hou se, to where it crosses the road at Delamater's, 
the distanc e is 1 2 miles. The Hardenburgh Patent has 
been described on page 26 of th e general history of the 
county. Other patents adjacent to the Hardenburgh are 
the Wilkins, Van Bergen, McVickar, and others. 

The coming of the first settlers, George Stimson, Ste
phen Simmons, and others, was connected with these 
patents: Simmons, as Livin gston's agent, and Stimson, as 
a herder of cattle ranging th e mountains. 

Immi gra ti on moved toward Windham simul ta neou sly 
from different directions, entering "Hunter, or Tanners 
ville, through Mink Hollow Pass, or crossing th e Hudson 
higher up, and following a trail through the forests and 
over th e mount ains nearly along the line of th e present 
road . On th e south, the Bus h kill Clove opened a gate 
of entrance to the Schoharie Kill valley, while from the 
west, following up the Schoharie Kill, settlers came in 
from Schoharie county. 

In 1818-19 the widow of John Laraway was living 
with her son, John Laraway. F ar ther down was the 
tavern of John and Martinu s Laraway, where, at that 
date, the widow of Martinus was living with her son , 
Colonel Henry Laraway. On an island in the Schoh arie 
Kill lived Richard Laraway, a brother of Henry. Be low 
the tavern was the red house of Peter Van Loon, occu-

pied by his widow, m the care of a grand-daughter, a 
colored family doing the work. St ill further down the 
hill lived Dr. Curtis, nearly opposi te th e site of the 
Smedberg [Paul Raeder] Villa . Coming back to the 
bridge, on the south side of the creek, was the sma ll 
store and hous e of a Mr. Hickok. The new tavern at 
the end of the bridge was kept by Cornelius De cke r, 
whose wife was John L araway's sister. Sheriff Lara
way's wife was a sister of Ira Becker. 

Rev. Mr. Page preached every third Sunday in the 
new chur ch at Schoharie Kill; the other stations in 
the circuit were at Gilboa, Schoharie county, and at 
Moresville, Delaware county. 

Where the Huntersfield Creek crosses the turnpi ke, on 
or near the site of the Episcopal church, lived D eacon 
Decker, whose sister, th e wife of John Brandow, l ived 
near the forks of th e creek on th e Lex ington road. Be
yond Deacon Deck er's, tow ard Po llum Hill , was Mr. 
Bee rs. At th e foot of Pollum Hill was a school -house. 
East of the schoo l-hou se Gideon Wolcott kept tavern. 
Skirting the edge of the pr esent fair gro und, and rou nd
ing the Big Rock at the western end of the Red Falls 
village of later date, was old Mr. Face, in a snug frame 
house, sur ro unded by a hi ckory grove . Foster Morss 
had not laid the foundation of the great tannery at Fed
era l City , where in 1828, hi s son, B. G. Morss, com
menced business. Following up th:: Schoharie, th e next 
nucleus of settlement was found at Le xington Flats . 

North ward the broad uplands rise irr egularly to the 
watershed of the Batavia, covered with forest, the h unt 
ing ground of the pioneer, while on the south the moun
tains rise abrupt ly from th e wat er's edge, only open 
ing to give passage to the wate rs o f the West Kill and 
Little West Kill and the waters leading into their seclud
ed valleys. This part of Old Windham had another 
opening into Ulster county through the Bushkill Clove, 
west and nor thwest, and in to the Schoh arie . down the 
valley of the Schoharie Kill. Fa rth er eas t, by the 
He ights, was the way to th e Batavia valley, wh ile the ex 
treme east and sout hea,t sect ion fo und th eir outl et to 
the southward through Stony Clove, eastward by the 
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Kaaterskill Clove central with the valley of the Hudson. 
Through central Windham was the great highway from 
the river to the lak es. To th e north the immigration by 
way of Durham [then Freehold] entered Windham by 
what was later the route of the 1Vindham and Dur
ham Turnpike. One road led over the northern spur of 
the Catskills to Manor Kill, Schoharie county, while 
farther west the different roads co nv erged b.eyond Hun 
tersfield Mountain for the steep descent to Stone Bridge. 

Along the Batavia the center of population was slow 
in becoming estaulished, the first settlements being 0 quite 
evenly distributed along the va lley and the lat eral 
streams. Sagacious men located with reference to the 
business the y proposed to follow. Elisha Strong and his 
sons, on the Batavia, founded the village of Sciencevill e, 
now Ashland; Foster Morss, Federal City, now Red 
Falls; the Laraways and Van Loons, Schoharie K ill, 
which Colonel Zadock Pratt enlarged, and to which he 
gave his name . Colonel Edwards in like manner estab_ 
lished his tannery on the head waters of Schoharie Kill, 
now the thriving village of Hunt er, to which a railroad 
runs throu gh the mountain gorge . At the Heights were 
Zadock Pratt, the elder, Ezra, his son, the Pecks, and 
Deckers. Their business drew sett lers, formed th e m1-

cleus of a new town, and built up a pretty haml et with 
stores, churches, schools, etc., and the cluster of cottages 
and white farm houses lining the various roads th at con 
verge there . At Carpenter's Mills were turning works, a 
fulling-mill and woolen-mill, a schoo l-hous e, and near by 
Ed sall's primitive tanner y. Roads ran up and down the 
Batavia. Northwa rd was what was later the Re yn olds 
road; northwest the road leading to North or New Set
tlement and the west settlements. Up the Batavi a the 
road led through what is now Henson ville to th e Big Hol
low settlement and to the head waters of the Batavia. 

The Osbornville of a later date (now Windham ), lower 
down the valley, became the successor of the earlier site _ 
It bad a late beginning and a slow but steady growth . 
The decadence of the manufacturing communities h:'.s 
left it the rural metropolis of the western Catskills. 

Perhaps Captain George Stim son's camp by the rock, 
in 1781, was a prophecy-the shadow of corning events. 
Indian relics found at the foot of the hill, the tom ahawks, 
arrow points, ston e pestl es and mortars, their grist -mills, 
may be taken as proofs of a prehistoric Indian village 
there, their lodg es skirting the valley by the bro oks, and 
under th e shelter of the prot ecting bluffs. 

The settlers who came up the Schoharie Kill valley 
into Windiiam, and those from _along the Hudson were 
mostly of Dutch descent; but the steady stream that 
came pouring in from Connecticut , and in le ss vol um e 
from Massachusetts, gave a predominant New England 

character to the new settlement. 
Only one Dutch or Reformed church was organized 

within the limit s of Old Windham or Schoh arie Kill. 
There were two Protestant Ep iscopal churches, three 
Congregational, and two Baptist chu rc 11es. The Metho
dist itinerants gath ered their first congregati ons in schoo l
houses. Their houses of public worship were not built 

till later. The Congregation al churches soon became 
Presbyter ian in form, to conform to those of similar 
faith in the adjacent regions . 

Windham has given to the State of New York two 
governors, Washington Hunt and Lucius Robinson; 
Congressmen, Rufus King and Zadock Pratt; State Sen
ators, Lyons Tuttle and William H. Steele; a long list 
of memb ers of Assembly; a bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopa l church, Daniel Tuttle; and a dozen or more 
ministers of different" denominations. 

PATENTS. 

The following are abstrac ts of patents which include 
what is now th e town of \Vindham, as well as lands be
yond the limits of this town . They were obtained in the 
office of the sec ret ary of State at Albany: 

"Queen Anna t o Johannes Hardenb urg-, Leonard Lewis, Philip Roke
by, \Villiam Nott ing·ham, Ben jatni n Fane uil , Peter Fa nconnur, and 
Hobert Lnrting.-Grant dated April 10th 1708. 

HConvc ys a 7th part to each of HA tract of vacnnt and una pp rop riat ed 
land sitnate in the counties of Ulster a nd Albany, beginning at the 
Sand Bergh or kills at the N. E. corner of the lands grunted to Ebenezer 
Willson, Derick Vandenbergh Co. at Minisink, so running all along their 
lin e N. W'ly as the sa id lin o runs to th e Fish Kil l or river, and so to the 
head thereof, including tho same, thence on a direct line to the head of 
a sma ll r iver, commonly known by the name of Cartwr ight Kill, and so 
by the north e rly side of the sa id kill or ri ver to the northemmost 
bounds of K ing ston on the said kill or river, thence by the bounds of 
Kingston, Ruley, Marbletown, Rocheste,·, and other patented lands, to 
the southward the reof to the said Sand Bergh, the place of begi nning." 

"George the Second , to Vincent Matthews, Michael Dunning, and 
Daniel Denton. 

"'l.'hree several tracts of land situate in the county of Albany on the 
west side of tile Katts Kill Mountains, the tirst of which tracts beg in s 
at a spruce-pine tree marked M. B., stan ding on th e soi,th sicle of a 
small run of water which fa lls into a brook called Chawtickiq u ack Kill 
or Creek, which tree is abo u t 16 chains from a dam of drift wood in the 
said brook~ on a line running nearly N. 86° W. from the said tree to the 
said dam, and t he said tract rnns from the said tree S. 39° W. 52 chai ns, 
crossing Chawticlciquacl, K-ill, then N. 53° W . 59 ch5., then N 2'i0 W. 100 
cbs., thens . 85° W. 134 chs., then S. 70° W . OS chs., then N . 77° West 
12G ohs ., th en S. 78° W. 132 chs., then N. to the said bro ok ca lled 
ChawNqiiaek Kill, then down thest, ·ea m of the sa id broolc to a sp ruce 
pine tree marlced M. B. standing on the north side of the sa id brook at 
the lower or west end of the lo wland, then from said pine tree N. 210 E. 
13 chs ., the n N. 55° E. 120 chs. , then S. 88° E. 68 chs., then S. 70° E . 104 
chs., t hen N . 77° E. 106 chs ., t he n S. 88° E. lDG chs., then S. 82° E. 120 chs ., 
t hen nearly S. 39° W. 26 chs . to t h e place where the same tract bega u, 
contain in g 3,\JOO acres of land, and the usual allowance for highways. 

"2. 'l.'hesecond of the said tract s begins at a place on the north side 
of the afor esa id brook called Ctiawtickiquac k Kill , 2 chains below or 
westerly from a sp rnce tree marked M. B., stand in g on th e n orth side of 
t he said brook, n ea r the lower end of a fa ll of water in the sa id brook , 
which fa ll is about one mile and ¾ th s of a mile to the westward of the 
west end of the above tract of 3,900 acres , a nd from the sa id place of be
ginnin g run s N. E . 40 chains, then S. E . 22 chai ns, then S. W. 50 cha in s, 
then N. W. 22 chai n s, th en S. E. 10 chains, to the place where the same 
2nd tract began, containing 100 acres of land and the u sua l allowance 
for highways. 

"3. And the th ird of the said tracts beg ·ins at a place on the east side 
of a brook or run called Schohari e Kill. or creel,, and at the so uth end of 
a p iece of lowl and whic h lies on the east side of t he said brook or river, 
and on the son th side of a brook called Chawtiekiqiiaclc Kill, where it 
fa lls into Schoharie K'ill, and from the sai d p la ce runs N . 51° E . 82 chs ., 
then N. 59 chs., then N. 73° W . 72 e lls., then N. 12° W. 20 chs., then S. 88° 
w . 32 c hs., t h ens . 6, 0 W. 42 chs ., then s. 1° 30' W . 104 chs., a nd then S. 
76° E. 40 chs., to the same Schoharie Brook or river, a nd then clown the 
stream of the said brook or river to the place where the said 3d tract of 
land began, containing 2.000 acres of land, and the usual allowance for 
highways, making in a ll the three tracts 6,000 acres." 

u Geo rge the 'I.1hird to Martin Garretson Vnn Bergont * ::, * Jacob 
Wilkins, and seventeen others. 

"Date July 11th 1767. 
"'l'o each a 78th part of 3 island s and 3 tr acts of land in the county of 

Albany, o n t he west side of Hud so n's River. • • • 
·• The third of sa id 3 tracts situa te on the west sid e of the Katts Kill 

Mount ains, b eg ins at a spr u ce pine tr ee standing on t he n orth side of a 
brook, Chawtickiquack, and at the lo wer or west end of the low-land 



EARLY SETTLERS OF WINDHAM. 395 

formerly marked with the letters M. B., for a corner of a tract of 3,000 
acres ,rranterl to Vincent ivlattliews , Michael .Dunntna and others, and now 
known by the name of " Batavia," and third tract running- fro m said 
place of beg·inning- N. 21° E. 13 chs., then N. 55° E. 120 cbs., then S. 70° 
E. 104 chs., then N . 7i'0 E. 106 chs., then S. 88° E. 34 chs., then N. 313 chs. , 
then west 497 chs ,'.th en S. 276 ch s ., then E. 30 chs . , then S. 45° E . ~~ 
chs., thens. 30° E. 100 chs., to the said spruce pine tree marked M. B. 
where tbe : 3d tract bcg·ins, containing· 14,969 acres and the usual allow
ance for highways." 

SETTLEMENT. 

Daniel Lamoreaux settled in Windham village, in 
1817, on a place now owned by Colonel George Robert
son . He bought his farm of about 100 acres from Will
iam Stimson He had 11 children, of whom only two, 

Hamilton and Abia, are living . 
Solomon ML:nson and wife came to Windham about 

18oo, with their son Jairus. He came with Ebenezer 
Baldwin, and remained with him a short time on the 
present Spring place, about two miles northwest of the 
village. In about a month he had located his property 
and built ,a log house, and was ready to make a perma 
nent settlement on the present Washington Bishop place. 
Solomon Munson was an old man when he came here, 
and was killed in 1802 at the raising of a house on the 

Spring place . 
Jairns Munson, who came with his father, Solomon, 

bad five children. Lemuel H ., one of these, who was 
born in 1806, and was married, in 1827, to a daughter of 
Silas Lewis, removed to Windham village. Silas L. Mun
son, bis only son, was born in 1828, and married a 
daughter of J. Smith, in the autumn of 1849 . They hc1d 
one daughter, Alice . His second wife was Phebe Fuller 
and they had five children. 

Silas Lewis, a surveyor, came to North Settlement 
previous to the arrival of Solomon Munson . He owned 
the grist-mill that was built by his brother Marshall. 
The first saw-mill built there stood a short distance 
below this mill. The machinery of the grist-mill was 
driven by an overshot wheel. The present grist mill 
stands on the site of this first one. Silas Lewis had two 
sons, Arad and Silas jr ., and four daughters. 

George Stimson sen ., was one of the earliest settlers in 
the Batavia valley. He came from Framingham, Mass., 
in 1785, and built a brush shanty by the side of the 
great rock at the west end of Wiudham village, then re 
turned and brought his famiiy, consisting of a wife and 
several children. The first shanty was burned and 
another built. His sons wer~ Jeremy, Nathaniel, George, 
Ephraim, Henry B., and William. There were five 
daughters. One of the sons remained in Massachusetts, 
and Henry B., later known as Rev . Mr. Stimson, was a 
lad of 13 when his father built his cabin. He assisted 
in the care of the family during seven years, and at the 
age of 21 entered school at Claverack, Columbia county. 
There he remained nine years, engaged in his studies, 
and working at cabinet-making to pay his expenses. He 
afterward spent more thc1n a year in the study of th eolo

gy with Rev. Mr. Fuller, of Rensselaerville, and in 1802 
was ordained, He was soon afterward married to Miss 
Rebecca Pond, removed to Windham and took charge of 
the first Presbyterian congregation there. Under his 

care the society was regularly organized in 1803. In 

1807 he taught school at Ashland. 
The house now occupied by his daughter, Miss Re

becca Stimson, was built by Mr. Stimson in 1805 and 
was occupied by him till his death . He had been pastor 
of the church at Windham from its organizc1tion. 

The first settler on the ground where Mr. Stimson 
built his house was a Mr. Cargill; the next was Mr. Mar
tin, the father of Nicholas, Peter, and Frederick Martin, 

anc..l of him Mr. Stimson bought the property. 
Eleazer Miller located on the present farm of Hiram 

D av is, previous to 1805. He had three sons, Eleazer, 
Jere [or Jeremiah], and Abraham, and two daughters, 
Lucy and Polly. Lucy married Jesse Loomis, and Polly 
became the wife of Ransom Ives. No descendants are 
living but Mary, a grand-daughter, and a daughter of 

J ererniah . 
Willic1m Clark was an early comer to Windham. He 

located his farm, made a small improvement, and re
turned to Connecticut, to marry his intended. She died 
suddenly, and he returned alone. He finally married a 
Miss Thankful Rogers, daughter of Elihu Rogers, and 
located the Fancher, or present Richtmyer place. 

Elias Fancher came to Windham about 181 r or 18 rz, 
and located on the place now owned by Pearl Lewis. 
He was a native of Connecticut, and came from there to 

Rensselaerville, Albany county, at the age of 17, and 
afterward to Windham. He married a Miss Lydia West, 
and they had five children . Of these, Lucius, the young
est, lives in Hunter, and Mary is Mrs . Richtmyer, of 
Windham. 

Mr. William Clark first located the present Richtmyer 
place, and Mr. Fancher purchased it of him. 

Philetus Reynolds was born in Old Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts, April 25th 1776 . He married Dremania 
Saxton, in 1803, and moved to Windham, where his 
children, Calvin and Luther (twins), and Annis were 
born. He and James 0 . Gates bought the Carpenter 
farm, on which were a grist-mill and saw-mill. Mr. Ste
phen Spencer was his miller, and, as the machinery 
creaked somewhat discordantly, he christened the grist
mill the "old fiddle," a name which it bore during many 
years. He also dealt in horses, which lie bought, fitted 
for market, and then took in droves to market at a 
place called Bengali, in Dutchess county. He was also 
the builder of a hotel on the Cornell property, which he 
purchased in 18r2. He remov ed from the county in 
1816. Of his children, only Luther is living . 

Increase Claflin and his brother John settled on a 
soldier's claim, on the farm btely owned by Pearl Lewis, 
and now owned by Lynrnn Turk. They came from 
Framingham. Massachusetts, about 1786, when, as family 
tradition says, th ere was no house nearer thanSchoharie 
(Prattsville), on the west, and only one on the east side 
of the mountains . His oldest children were very young, 

and all came to Windham on an ox-sled. Increase and 
John had rnc1rried sisters of Re v. Mr. Stimson . It is re
lated that they burned elm timber to ashes, sold the 
ashes i at Claverack, and procured flour, which they 
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brought home on their backs, a bushel at a time, and 
each one in the settlement had a share. After land was 

the Congregational church, but he was not as active a 
worker therein as his predecessor, Deacon Hitchcock. 

enclosed, and they were able to keep cows, Dutch cheese 
was one of their luxuries. 

Settlers in Big Hollow came rapidly after r8oo. Sam
uel Bagley married Laura Payne, daughter of Isaa c, and 
settled on the George \V. Drum farm. They were subjected to all the privations and dang ers 

of pion eer life . It is related that a panther was caught 
in a trap by one of the brothers. The animal had on 
the previous night taken from the log barn and carried 
away a calf. A primitive tabl e was long preserved in the 
family. It was made of a trou gh set upon legs, and 
covered with a hewn puncheon. The only tools used 111 

its construction.were an ax and an auger. 

Abraham Coffin located the Orton L. Payn e place, 
remained abo ut r5 years, and removed to Cairo. 

Joseph Pierce locat ed at the upper end of the Hollow 
on the N. Newcomb place. H e had thr ee sons who all 
remov ed to Sullivan county. 

Mr. Peck, grandfather of Erastus T. Peck, located the 
present Austin B. Hitchcock place. 

Corneliu s Fuller emigrated from Dutchess county as 
early as 1800. He first lived in Big Hollow, then at 
what is now Hensonvill e, on the farm now owned by 
Linus Peck. He af terw ard removed to what was known 
as Fuller's Tavern, on the old turnpike. The house was 
built in 1812, the same summer in which Mr. Fuller went 
to the war. It is now the residence of John Halcomb. 
He lived here more than 50 years . His family con sist ed 
of eight sons and eight daughters, all of whom lived to be 
married. His wife died from the effects of a fal l. She 
slipp ed on an apple sk in and fell, breaking her thigh. 

Mr. Fuller kept hotel at a tim e when the turn pike was 
much tra velled, and he made money rapidly. He was a 
genial, affable, kind, and benevolent man. Barney 
Fuller, a son of Major Cornelius, is a resident of Mitchell 
Hollow. He was born at Hensonville in 1809. 

A Mr. Dewitt came, with his family, and purchased 
from Mr. Fuller his first place, the present Linus Peck 
place. None of his family are now in this vicinity . 

Religious services were held in an old meeting-house 
near Fuller's Tavern . The house has long since been 
demolished, and nothing is now known of it. It is said 
to have had an old-fashioned round pulpit, of the size of 
a hogshe ad. 

Lieutenant L emue l Hitchcock came from Connecticut, 
in 1793, and located in the southern part of the town of 
Durham. In the spring of 1795 he came to Big Hollow, 
with an ox team and sled, and located on the place now 
owned by Jabez Barnum . In the fall of 1794 he and his 
son Thom as had made a trip on foot over the mountain, 
and located a square mile of land in Big Hollow, on both 
sides of Batavia Creek but mostly on th e north side. 
He had at this time a family of 10 children: Thomas, 
Lemuel, Zalmon, Antrim, Lucius, Lydia, Phebe, Mamre, 
Rhoena, and Tirza. His log cab in was located a few 
rods from the north bank of the creek, a short dist a!)ce 
east from where the house of Jabez Barnum now stands. 
There he planted an orchard of apple trees, a few of 
which are still standing. Of the sons, Lemuel ultimate
ly settled on a part of the old farm, where he d ied in 

April 1861. 
Early in th e present century Isaac Payne came from 

Connecticut to Big Hollow. He became a permanent 
resident, and there he died at the age of more than 90. 
He had one daughter, who married Samu el Bagley, and 
th ey Jived on the farm now owned by George W. Drum. 
Mr. Payne was a quiet man. He identified himself.with 

Samuel Atwater came from Hamden county, and first 
located in Jewett. H e came to the Hollow about 18 17, 
and made an improv ement on the Willis Chatfi eld place. 
He had two sons and one daughter by his first wife, Julia 
Hough, and by his second wife, Sarah Bronson, he had 
live children. 

Winthrop Bagley was an ear ly comer, and became con
nected with, or was at the head of a band of counter
feiters, who figured in the Hollow in a myster ious way 
They selected a secluded spot in th e wilderness, on th; 
southern slope of High Peak, on the McGlashan farm, 
now owned by Doxey Ruland. Bagley is said to have 
represented the gang outside . , He attempted to buy out 
Deacon Hitchcock, whom he considered a dan ge rous 
man for them. They cut a road from their camp to 
within a few rods of th e Elm Ridge road, running from 
Big Hollow to East Windham. 

Abel Holcomb came from Granby, Connecticut, in 
1802. He located in Jewett with a family of 10 children. 
He was a farmer, an Episcop alian, and a member of the 
Ashland church. Friend Holcomb was the second son 
of Abel, and Homer, his brother, the fourth. These two 
came from Jewett to Big Hollow in 1821, and loca ted 
640 acres of land, heavily timbered with hemlo ck, beech, 
and maple. One of their first enterprises was the build
ing of the Holcomb saw-mill, in 1822, on their tract, now 
the Palmer Joslyn farm. They had a fall of 20 feet, and 
used a flutt er whee l. Th ey sawed the lumber for their 
tannery, and for th eir dwelling houses. The first house 
built was that occupied by Zeal Rose. The ent ire family 
followed from Jewett and united their efforts in the erec
tion of t he c;lifferent buildings. A blacksmith shop was 
built, and a b rickyard started, first at th e flat in the rear 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, and then in the rear 
of the old residence. In th ese yards were made the 
bricks used in the chimneys of the tannery, and other 
buildings . A store was built in 1826 , and is now occu
pied by Z. Rose as a wagon house. The tannery was com
pleted in 1827. It had a cast iron bark-mill, and a wood 
hide-mil! , propelled by a 12 foot overshot wheel. It had 
150 vats, and 2,000 cords of bark were annually used. 
This tannery was operated till about 1848, when it was 
purchased by Pratt & Robertson, who continued it till 

1854 
Samuel Law early settled on Hough Hill, on th e George 

Law farm. 
Theron Hough gave Hough Hill its name. 
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Samuel Chapman came from Durham and located at 
Big Hollow village. 

Harry Avery was an early settler, and an elder in the 
Presbyterian church. He located the Charles Butler 
place at Big Hollow village. He was a farmer. Samuel 
Avery, of Jewett, is his son. 

Eli Robinson lived in a log house for many years. He 
was the father of Lucius Robinson, governor of the State 
of New York. Orrin, another son, now advanced in 
years, is a resident of Elmira, N . Y. A daughter is now 
Mrs. Doty, of Windham village. Both the sons attended 
school in the old log school-house at the Hollow. 

Sanford Hunt, father of Washington Hunt, governor 
of New York State, lived on Austin B. Hitchcock's moun
tain lot. When he first came to Big Hollow he engaged 
in the manufacture of potash on what is known as the old 
State Lot, bought of the State by James Robertson, after
ward owned by James Robertson jr., and now by Chaun
cey Pc.ck. He was afterward a permanent resident of 
Windham. 

A grandfather of Mr. Hunt, Mr. Saxton, was an early 
settler. 

Luther Ford, Wait Baldwin, and Harry Tuttle came in 
1830. 

Ambrose Chapman, an eccentric citizen, came in 1820, 
and built a chair factory on the farm of John Skelly, on 
the south side of the creek. About 1837 he moved his 
factory further up the creek to the place occupied by 
William McGlashan. It is said that because of a disap
pointment in early life he became a woman hater. He 
was a skillful mechanic, and he made hand hay rakes as 
well as chairs. His was one of the first factories in the 
Hollow. He died in 1878 an inmate of the poor house. 

Eveleen Hayes was one of the first teachers in Big 
Hollow. She taught as early as 1816. 

Isaac Payne built the first saw-mill in Big Hollow, in 
1810, on the Jabez Barnum place . It was a small pio
neer mill, and it did not run long. 

Zalmon and Lemuel Hitchcock built a saw-mill on the 
Jabez Barnum place, then owned by Zalmon, in 1820. 
It was operated as late as 1854. 

The Big Hollow paper-mill was built in 1850, by Lem
uel B., Anson N. , and John Hitchcock, brothers, and 
William Coffin. Straw wrapping paper was manufac
tured for a time, then straw binders' boards. It was not 
operated more than five years. 

Mr . Mitchell immigrated to Mitchell Hollow in 1800, 
and located on the flats now owned by C. E. Brockett. 
Nothing definite is known of him, only that he lived and 
died in the log cabin he built, and was buried under an 
apple tree, still standing on the Brockett farm. This 
farm became the property of one Brown, who built the 
house afterward occupied by Sylvester Andrews. Mr. 
Andrews was a teacher. 

During the year that Mitchell set:led here, Deacon 
Elam Finch also came to this place from West Durham, 
and located on the farm now occupied by Frank Finch . 
Deacon Finch was one of the organizers of the West 
Durham Presbyterian church, and one of its first deacons . 
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H t retained his membership with the church as long as 
he liYed. His family consisted of seven sons and four 
daughters. Sylvester Andrews and Deacon Finch erect
ed the first frame houses in Mitchell Hollow. 

In 1805, a man by the name of Fordham built a small 
farm house, a part of which he occupied as a store. 
During the same year, Messrs. Peck, Amos Smith, Robb, 
and Williams settled in this valley, and built several log 
dwellings. 

In 1810 Roswell Bump, a native of Dutchess county, 
moved to Catskill and thence to Mitchell Hollow, via 
Durham. His family eonsisted of nine boys and four 
girls. In" Old Times in Windham" (1869), Rev. H. H . 
Prout says: 

"Of these children eight are now living, occupying, with their de
scenda nts , positions of respectability and honor in varions parts of th e 
co untry. The custom was to chop and clear the land in winter, and 
sow it the first year in wheat, the next in rye. In one yea r Mr. Roswell 
Bump and Liis sons raised three or four hundred bushels of wheat, and 
for a part of :the crop got $2.75 a bushel; but reserving a part till the 
next spring, got only $1.50 a bushel for it. This was during the second 
war with England, 1813." 

One of the early settlements in Windham was by Manly 
Humphrey, about 1801. He had two brothers, Sylvester 
and Isaac, who located just over the line in Durham. 
Of the Humphrey estate, 160 acres are now owned by 
George Blakeslee, who has been a resident at the Notch 
for abbut 60 years. His parents, Ebenezer and Polly 
(Westlake ) Blakeslee, came from Connecticut about 1819 
with a family of seven children. 

Richard Kirtland and David Lake also came early, 
and settled on what is called the Kirtland road. Uncle 
Fe nton also located on the same street, toward Wind
ham. 

In 1816 David Lake and family settled here. They 
came from Connecticut. "Exemplary in general deport
ment, steady and unfl inchi ng in their reli gious calling, 
the heads of this family have left to their descendants a 
truly good name." 

Messrs. PI::itt, James Addis, Wolcott, Roper, Water
man, Burhans, and George Carr were early settlers in 
this valley. Carr's son became noted as a teacher. 

The first dam was built by Jared Clark in 18r7, and a 
short time after he built a saw-mill, usin g the old fash
ioned flutter wheel and sash saw. The site is now occu
pied by a turning-mill and planing-mill. 

Jehiel Judd lived on the present Robert Lee place. 
William Nelson settled on the place now occupied by 

his sons, Robert and William, near Blakeslee's. 
John Robb locat ed at the first house above William 

Finch's, and next beyond Robb was Ebenezer Blakeslee. 
Joseph Atwood lived where Daniel Richmond now lives. 
Next below Richmond's was Mr. Smalling. 

EARLY SETTLERS OF WEST WINDHAM. 

Along the western border of the present town of Wind
ham one of the first comers was Ebenezer Baldwin from 
Wallingford, Connecticut, about 1798. He built near 
where Mr. Spring now lives . His wife, Lydia, survived 
him, dying in her 102d year. His daughter, Annie, mar
ried Mr. Barnes, of Rome, N. Y. Albert Barnes, dis-
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tingui shed as a preacher and Biblical sc holar , was their Lewis now lives. His father, Miner Cobb, came from 
son . The other children were Benjamin , Ebenezer jr., Connecticut among ro pioneers; came -first to Big Hol
Samuel, and Timothy . He was a mi ller, a long time in low. 
charge of the North Settlement grist-mi11. He afterward Perez Stee le sen. first settled on the plateau at the west 
moved to Durliam and was miller there until his death, border of the present town of Windham, but soon moved 
and was succeeded by his son, Jarvis. A younger son, into the Colonel Simmons house on the North Set
Albe rt Barnes Bald win, went to Kansas; he is now dead . tlement road, whence he removed to the present S. Mun
Garry, the eldest, lives at Norwich, N. Y. Ala th ea mar- ger place, built a house which was enlarged by him or his 
ried Benjamin Morss jr. Maria married in Durham. Eve- son Stephen, and opened it as a hotel. He was one of 
Jina married and moved away west. the founders and chief supporters of the first Presby-

Benjamin Osborn was a broth er of Deacon Nathan. terian church of Windham, and for many years justice, 
His wife w:is a Merrill from Connecticut. Their chi!- and was elec ted to the Legislature. Farther east, near the 
dren were: Polly, who married Jacob Smalling; Com- Mitchell Hollow Brook, lived Mr. Fenton, and near him 
fort, who married a Mr. Fenton; R iley, who died recent- was Ephraim Stimson. 
ly on the homestead, past So; Roderick; Buel; Lena and On the road from Suttons north, were Barney 
Angeline married brothers, Matt hews, sons of Herman. Fuller, James Addis, and Roswell Bump,one of whose sons 

Ard Osborn married Carolina Frayer, sister to Cather - Newton is living, and several daughters, among them 
ine, wife of Silas Lewis jr. They had seveial children. Or- Mrs.Joel Osborn, and Rebecca, wife of Orlando L. New
rin Osborn was the youngest brother of Ard. Abijah and ton, of Lexington. Daniel Kirtland, brother of Horace, 
John Ston e's motlier, Experience [Stimson] Stone, was was from Durham. The Kirtland farm became part of 
a daughter of Captain George Stimson. John moved to the Bump farm by purchase. 
Boston, Massachusetts. Abijah moved to Osbornville Giles Sutton was from Conesville. He settled where 
[Win dham] and built one of the first dwellings there. His Wilsey Howard now lives. 
wife was Alathea Osborn, eldest daughter of Deacon Na- He had three sons: Thomas, who had a large family, 
than Osborn. T hey had one son, Burrit C. Stone, de- many of the descendants living in the town; Ebenezer, 
ceased. who lives in Mitchell Hollow; and William, who settled 

Asa Richmond married a daughter of Truman Tuttle, in Sutton Hollow, where his son, Russell lives; another 
sister to Ezekiel and Currance [Tuttle] Atwood. Their son, Giles lives at North . Settlement. There were three 
children were: Henry, Sarah, wife of Asabel Finch, daughters, two of whom married and lived in Durham. 
Clarissa, and George. William Sutton's wife was a daughter of Russell Gladding 

Elihu Rogers came from Branford, Connecticut, about one of the early comers in Old Windham. Mrs. Glad-
1800. April 5th 1804, Betsey, his daughter, married ding was a sister of Harris and Curtis Prout, sons of 
James Robertson, father of Colonel George Robertson John Prout, a pioneer in the Batavia valley. 
of Windham. Mos t of the emigrants mentioned above, settled on one 

Eli Osborn moved to Danby, Tompkins county. His or the other of two converging roads,one running eastward · 
wife was a large woman, and coming to visit a Wind- from Silas Lewis' house past the head of the mill-pond, 
ham neigh bor who was in Da nby, drove up in a two where Enos Osborn lives, and so to the east just north 
seated wagon. Mr. Osborn occupied one seat and Mrs. of the present burial ground, and down into Mitchell's 
Osborn the other. "I, that the way you ride?" inquired Hollow, terminating now at Windham village, but for
the visitor. "Y es," said Mr. Osborn, "I have to go merly above 'Windham, at Carpenters Mills. The other 
twice to carry my wife to church." His son moved fork of the road, left the North Settlement road near 
from Windham to Richfo rd, Tio ga county. Colon el Simmons' house, forming a junction with the 

Jonathan Preston came from Connecticut. His brother other near an old log house belonging to Benjamin Os
Elisha built a log or block house west of the Ezekiel born, a little west of R. Finch's house. 
Tuttle house. On the Windham Turnpike, east of Mr. Robb's, was 

Dr. Elias Preston was an eccentric person, who spent Henry Caspers, whose daughters, Roxy and Sarah, still 
most of his time wandering from place to place. He bad live th ere. Ebenezer Blakeslee had three sons, Abel, 
much trouble with bad air in his journeys. He would William, and George; daughters, Cornelia, Abigail, Mary, 
climb into a tree to get above the obnoxious current, or and Martha. Simeon Jones, Amos Smith, Ira Smalling, 
try to get round it. and Ebenezer Osborn lived on the west, where the road 

Colonel Enoch Blakeslee was about making a visit to passes into Ashland. 
Connecticut near the residence of the Doctor's relatives, 
and asked him what message he had to send. "Tell 
them," said the doctor, "that I have on two pair of pants 
and three vests." He was quite a scholar, and wrote 
rhymes for the amusement of the young people at the 
hous es where he staid. 

Simon Cobb moved from this place two miles west, 
where Mr. Robinson first settled and where Albert 

WAR OF r8r2. 

\Vhen the government called for 10,000 men, to serve 
in this war, Captain Eli P. Robinson called out his com
pany of militia and informed them of the call. He 
closed his remarks by saying: "I'll go; who will go with 
me?" Nearly the entire company volunteered. 

Henry Osborn remembers to have seen this company 
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assembled at the church on the eve of their departure, to 
listen to a lecture by Domine Stimson. He remembers 
seeing the guard that was placed over their sta ck ed ;urns 
thrust his bayonet through the thigh of a man who re
fused to heed his challenge. Colonel Robertson also re
members to have seen this company march by on their 
departure. 

CIVIL HISTORY. 

Minutes of the first town meeting held in the town of 
Windham, Ulster county, New York: 

"At a town m eet ing held at the house of Richard Peck, in the town 
of ·w,ndham, Ulster county, agreeable to the law of 1798. 

u William Beach, m0derator; 
·• Reuben Ho sford, clerk: 
"Voted that Alexander Boyd, John Tuttle, and Isaac Miles be a com

mittee to conduct the busin ess of the town as the law directs. 
"And likewise the following persons was, by a plurality of votes, 

appointed to the office annexed to their several names in the said town 
of Windham. N. B. - Thos e officers are: 

"William Beach, supervisor; Samuel Gunn, town clerk; Ephraim B. 
Hubbard. Martinas Laraway, Munson BngJl, assessors; Enos Baldwin, 
Benjamin Johnson, Darius Brigg·s , commissioners of highways; Justus 
Squires,Alexander Boyd, Richard Peck,commissioners of schools; Zer ha, 
niah Chase, John Tuttle, overseers of the poor; Elisha Thompson, Con
stant A. Andrews . Harmonis Garlick, Elijha Bushnell, Richard Jersey, 
constables; Henry Becker, collector; John Mabin, John Tuttle, Darius 
Briggs, Smith Parks, Martin us Laraway, fence viewers; Samuel Gu nn
Samuel Aimes, Theophilus Peck, Justus Squires, Peter Laraway, pound 
masters. 

"Likewise voted that the next annual town meeting for the said 
town of Windham should be holden at th e meeting-house near Samuel 
Ives', and the meeting dissolved. 

"RE UBEN HOSFORD, Cl'k of meeting. 
"The foregoing is a true coppy. 

"Test, SAMUEL GuNN, Town Cl'k." 
•· We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, being thre e of the Jus

tices of the peac e in and for Ulster county, residing near the town of 
Windham, have, at the r equest of Alexander Boyd; John Tuttle, and 
Isaac Miles, a committ ee appointed by a plurality of votes to nominate 
their town officers in the town of Windham, we do nominate and ap
point the officers whose names are here under written to the office an
nexed opposite to their several names in the said town of Windham, 
agreeable to a law of this State, in that case made and provided. In 
testimony whereof, we have hereunto set onr hands and seals in the 
town of Kingston, this 12th of April, 1798. N. B.-Those crossed sworn:!· 

"*William Beach, supervisor; *Samuel Gunn, town clerk; *Ephraim 
B. Hubbard, *Martin us Laraway, *Munson Buel, assessors; *Enos S. 
Baldwin, *Benja1nin Johnson, *Darius Briggs, com'r of highways; 
*Zephaniah Chas e, ~John Tuttle, Justus Squires, Alexander Boyd, Rich
ard Peck, com'r of schools; *Elisha Thompson, •Constant A. Andrews, 
Harmonis Garlick, *Elijah Bushnell jr ., *Richard Jersey, constables, 
Henry Becker, collector; John Mabin, *John Tuttle, *Darius Brigg·s 
*Smith Parks, *Martinus Laraway, fence viewers; Samuel Gunn, Samue 
Aimes,Theophilus Peck,Justus Squires, Peter Laraway, pound masters 

"JONN. HASBROUCK. [SEAL.] 
"PETER ROGGEN. [SEAL.] 
"JOHN VAN GAASBECK, J UNR. [SEAL.] 

"The foregoing is a True Cappy of the Origin al. 
.. Certified pr. SAMUEL GUNN, Town Cl'k." 

List of supervisors, town clerks, and justices of the 
peace for the town of Windham, 1798-1883. 

Supervisors :-William Beach, 1798-1800; Stephen 
Simmons, 1800-4, 1806; George Stimson, 1805, 1807, 
1808; Isaac Buell, 1809; Thomas Benham, 1810-14, 1818; 
Perez Steele, 1815-17; Jairus Strong, 1819-21, 1823; 
Asa Osborn, 1822; Sidney Tuttle, 1824, 1825; Cornelius 
Fuller, 1826; Zadock Pratt j r., 182 7; Foster Morss, 1828; 
Levi H. Alden, 1829; Lyman Morss, 1830; Russell Glad
ding, 183 1-33, 1836; William Tuttle 1834; Aaron Steele, 
1835, 1837; Stephen Steele, 1838, 1840, 1841, 1858; 
Jared Matthews, 1839; Daniel B. Strong, 1842, 1843; 
Daniel B. Tuttle, 1844-46; Merritt Osborn, 1847; How-

t indicated by *· 

land Macomber, 1848, 1849; Erastus T. Peck,185 0; Aus
tin Newcomb, 1851; George Robertson, 1852; Jared F. 
Matthews, 1853 ; John Olney, 1854, 1861; Jonatha n 
No rth, 18.55; Thomas B. Holcomb, 1856, 1857, 1862; 
Richard Gorslin, 1859; Isham Newcomb, 1860, 1865, 
1866; James Loughran, 1863; Barnard B. O,born; 1864; 
Noble P. Cowles, 1867, 1868; Alphonzo Cobb, 1869, 
1870; Charles Stedman, 1871, 1872; Martin L . New
comb, 1873, 1874; Arland H. Chittenden, 1875, 1876; 
Friend H. Holcomb, 1877; A ustin B. Hitchcock, 1878; 
Milo C. Osborn, 1879, 1880; Cyrus E. Bloodgood, 1881, 
1882; George P. Griffin, 1883. 

Town Clerks :-Samuel Gunn, £798-1800; Munso n 
Buell, 1801-12; Sanford Hunt, 1813-16; William Tuttle, 
1817, 1819-21, 1823, 1832, 1833, 1837; Samuel Reyno lds, 
1818; Jesse Hollister 1822; Lyman Morss, 1824-27; 
Lauren A. Tuttle, 1828, 1829; Austin Strong, 1830; 
Orrin Robinson, 18:p; E li P. Robinson, 1834-36, 1839; 
Daniel Hunt, 1838; Burrit 0. Stone, 1740; Harvey 
Sheffield, 1841, 1842; John Olney, 1843; H iland H. 
Hunt, 1844; Gurdon H. Doty, 1845, 1846; Garry 0. 
Baldwin, 1847; Charles P. Hunt, 1848; Charles Stedman, 
1849, 1861; Edwin Hunt, 1850; Nob le P . Cowles, 185 1, 
1857; Gurdon H. Doty, 1852; Watson Osborn , 1853; 
Henry Bagley, 1854; Augustus R. Macombe r, 1855, 
1858; Lemuel H. Munson, 1856; Harland Peck, 1859; 
H enry Bagley, 1860; Luman B. Hunt, 1862, 1863; 
Henry B.1gley, 1864-66, 1868; Addison P. Roach, 1867, 
1877, 1879, 1881, 1882; Luzern Smalling, 1869; S. D. 
Kingsley, 1870; Cornelius Hidccker, 1871; Romai n L. 
Parsons, 1872; John E. Hitchcock, 1873, 1874; Lucius 
S. Graham, 187.5, 1876; George H. L:rn10reau, 1878; 
Alvin E. West, 1880; Anson R. Mott, 1883. 

Jwtices:-Nathan Osborn, 1810-13; John Jones, 1810; 
Jacob A. Van Valkenburgh, 1810-12, 1831-33; Ichabod 
Andrews, 1810-12; Abraham Camp, 1810-13; Ephraim 
Turn ey, 1810-13; Silas Lewis, 1811-13; Daniel Bloomer, 
1811-13; William Beach, 1812,1813; Isaac Mallery, 1817; 
Abijah Stone, 1817-20; Samuel Reyno ld s, 1817; Levi 
fl. Alden, 1823-31; Ira Smalling, 1823-25; Harry Kins
ley, .1829-31; Nicholas L. Decker, 1830-33; Whiting 
Rice, 1831-34; Elijah Jfos hn ell, 1831-33; Leve ritt Mun
son, 183 2-35; Merritt Osborn, 183 2-35, 1862-6 5; Peter 
Thorp, 1834; Ambroise Chapman, 1833-36; Eli P. Ro b
inson, 1834; Levi Babcock, 1834-37; Laurence Winne, 
1835-38; John S. Ives, 1837; Howland Macomber, 1838; 
Perez Richmond, 1839-42; Alfred Peck, 1840; Nathaniel 
Ormsbee, 1843-45; A. M. B.uber, 1844; Danie l B. 
Tuttle, 1847; Gilbert Townsend, 1847; Alexander W. 
Rowley, r847-50; Albert Chase, 1848; Erastus Peck, 
1848, 1869-74 ; Isham Newcomb, 1848-51, 1862-7 5; 
Nelson Hitchcock,1851; Matthew Winter,1852; Isaac 
Brandow, 1854; James Loughran, 1854-66; Alexander 
B. McGlashan, 1858-61, 1866--69; Samuel W. Stimpso n, 
1858-68; Alphonso Cobb, 1866-69; Lyman Payne, 1867-
70; David S. Merwin, 1868-83; Austin B. Hitc hcock , 
1871-77; Isaac B. Steele, 1872-83; · Samuel D. K ingsley, 
1874-77; George W. Gra ham, 1875-78; H. N. Fo rd, 
1876-79; D. C, Tibbals, 1878-8 3; Platt 0. Hitc hcock, 
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1879-83; Palmer Joshlin , 1881; John B. Hapeman, 1882. 
The town officers elected in 1883 wer e: George P. 

Griffin, supervisor; Anso n R. Mo tt, town clerk; Platt 
0. Hitchcock, ju st ice of th e peace; Elbert R. Barney, as
sessor; Levi Matthews, commissioner of highways; Lu
zern Smalling, Zeal Rose, overseers of poor; Augustus 
A. Lewi s, collector; Augustus A. Lewis, William H. 
Crandall, John Tompkins, Edgar B. Seeley, Thomas 
Cryne, constables; George H . Lamoreau, game constable; 
James Newkirk, Orson B. Baldwin, Addison P. Roach, 
inspector s of election; Moses B. Austin (full term), Ad
dison S. Hayes (vacancy), excise commissioners. 

Minutes of town meeting held October 23d 1800: 
"At a town meeting, held pursuant to legal warning, in the town 'of 

Windham, in the county of Greene. on Thursday, October 23d 1800: 
William Beach, Moderator; Samuel Gunn, Town Cleric 

"Resolved, that it is th e sense of ~his meeting that Catskill landing be 
the most proper place for the Cou rt-h ouse and Gaol for said county to 
be established. 

"Resol ved, also, that Stephen Simmons be appointed ag ent for and in 
behalf of th e inhabitants of the said town of Windham, to apply to the 
Honorable , the Legislature, at their ne xt session, for such part of th e 
money to be raised, by lottery, for im proving:certain great roads with
in thi s State, as may be necessa ry for improving the public road through 
Batavia, in said town . And the m eet ing dissolved. 

"SAMUEL GUNN, Town Cleric." 

Th e following resolutions have been passed at different 
dates: 

"R esolved, that any person applying to the authority, and giving se
curity for all damages that shall ari se on account of his traps, sha ll be 
entitl ed to a permit to set th e same." Town meeting, 1800. 

"Resol-ved, that Stephen Johnson be discharged from one-half the 
fine laid on him in :the month of January, 1802, for sellin g spiri tuou s 
liquors without license ; th e amount being $12.50, the one moiety due to 

. th e said town." 1802. 
"R eso!ved,· .. that the Commiss ione rs· of Highways act discretion ally in 

dividing the town into road districts, and proportioning the labor 
therein ." 1803. 

"Re solvecl, that in whatever district a Poundkeeper sha ll be elected , 
a pound shall be built at the expen se of said district." 1806. 

"R esolved, that $50 be r aised out of the town of Windham, to pur
chase musical in strum ents for the u se of the militia in said town , and 
the mouey wh en coll ected be paid to the town :clerk, and he apply th e 
same towards purch asing instrum ents as aforesaid ." 1807. 

"R e.solvecl, that two dollars be allo wed for putting the map of th e 
State of New York into a frame ." 1809. 

" Resolved, that the Comm issioners of Highways erect a set of stocks, 
near the me eting-house on the mountain, at the expense of the town." 
1810. 

"R esolvecl, that if any person shall suffer his or her dog to go to meet
iog, he or she shall forfeit the sum of fifty cents for each and every of
fense, to be r eco vered and applied as aforesaid." 1810. 

"R esolvecl, th at $100 be raised for the support of the poor by tax on 
the inhabitan ts of said town." 1811. 

"Vot ecl, that the town meeting be altered to the first Tuesday in 
Mar ch ." 1823. 

"Votecl, that there he-:annexed to the By-Laws to prohibit drawing 
wood across a bridge or bridges with chains or dog wedges. 'l'hat the 
offender or offenders pay a fine of one dollar for each and every offense. 
to be collected by action of debt, and paid ov0r to the Poor Master for 
the use of the poor." 1824. 

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 

The Schoharie Kill Br idge Company was organized by 
an act of Legislature, passed March 30th 1802, with 

. Stephen Simmons, Isaac Hardenbergh, William Beach, 
Medad Hunt, Martinus Laraway, and John Van Loan, 
directors. 

A company was chartered to build a bridge across the 
Schoharie Kill, nea r the house (inn ) of Martinus Lara
way, in the town of Windham, in th e county of Greene. 

After building the bridg e, what remained of the $10,000 
authorized to be raised by the issue of 500 shares at $20 

per share, was to be experded in repairing the road from 
the house of John T. More in Roxbury, Delaware 
county, by the nearest and most practical route to the 
house of Daniel Harvey, at the foot of the Catskill 
Mountains. This road is called a "Poste Rode ." in 
the papers containing the commissioners' return of the 
opening of the North Settlement road, dated May 9th 

I 794• 
It was at first only a path through the forest along a 

line of marked trees following nearly the track of the old 
turnpike east and west of the mountains. Trees and 
other obstructions were got out of the way of the pioneers, 
sufficient to permit the pass age of teams, ox teams and 
sleds, or wagons, and horses. 

The Schoharie Kill Bridge (now the substantial iron 
bridge of Prattsville) has long bee n a free bridge, the 
franchise covering at present only the eastern section 
of the road, commencing at the east border of Ashland 
village. · 

The road from the bridge easterly extends up the valley 
of the Schoharie to near th e junction with the Batavia 
Kill, thence following the valley of the Batavia, beyond 
Windham village, where they separate, near the old Car
penter Mills, the road bearing more to the eastward, 
while the Hensonville and Big Hollow road follow up 
the diminishing kill to its sources in the mountains. 
As it followed the windings of the stream, the road 
was lon ger than it is now. 

A considerable space in the books of the company is 
occupied with th e reco rd of these changes . They were 
not accomplished without opposition from the landhold
ers, sometimes compelling a resort to Legislative action. 

In 1810 the Schoharie Kill Bridge Company, having 
been reorganized, held a meetin g on the 5th of Ja nu ary, 
at the house of Medad Hunt in Windh am. The direc
tors were: Elisha Sheldon, president; J ehiel Tuttle, 
treasurer; Isaac Dubois, secretary; Peter Van Orden, 
Elisha Thompson. They were authorized to extend the 
road on the west end, from the house of John S. More, in 
Roxbury, to the intersection of the road with the Su sq ue
hanna Turn pike Company's road, near the house of John 
S. Bradford in the town of Blenheim, Schoharie county, 
and on the east they were to open the road from the 
hous e of Daniel Harvey, at the foot of the Catskill 
Mountains, to intersect the road of the Susquehanna 
Turnpike Company, at or near Shingle Kill (now Cairo 
village), in th e town of Cairo. 

The chord of the arc of the road was to be not less 
than 20 feet. Provision was made to defend a suit brought 
against the company by Stephen Simmons and Daniel 
Gunn, for work don e on the Schoharie Kill Bridge Com
pany's road. The company was to complete the road, in 
compliance with the provisions of the act, in four years. 
This being done, it was to operate to repeal the act in
corporating the Schoharie Kill Bridge Company, passed 
March 30th 1802. 

The company were empowered to erect three toll 
hous es: one, two mile s east of the bridge; anoth er, two 
miles further east; and the third, not less than 10 miles 
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from the second, and permitted to charge the following 

rates of toll, for every 10 miles of travel: 121/2 cents for 
every wagon drawn by two horses, mules, or oxen; 3 
cents each additional horse, mule, or ox; every horse and 
rider, 6 cents; each additional horse, led or driven, 3 
cents; every chair, sulky, chaise, or other pleasure car
riage, with one horse, 12:½ cents; every chariot, coach, 
coachee, or ph~ton, or other carriage, 2 horses, 25 cents; 
every . sleigh or sled drawn by two horses, mules, or 
oxen, 6 cents; the same proportion for any number, 
greater or less; every score of horses, mules, or cattle, 
20 cents; every score of sheep or hogs, 4 cents; every 
stage wagon drawn by two horses, 12:½ cents; each addi

tional horse, 3 cents. 
William Avery received $243.49 for building two toll 

houses and gates; one near John Brandow's, the other 
near Sidney Tuttle's. 

Receipts of toll by Ira Hubbard, from May 1st 181 r 

to March 29th 1813 , $ r, r 19.68. Joseph Hincham, of 
Newtown (Elmira), November 13th 1800, was commis
sioner to inspect the road leading from Catskill Landing 
to Catharinestown, in Tioga county (Susquehanna Turn
pike Company). 

The extension of the Schoharie Kill Bridge Compa
ny's road eastward from Widow Corry's to the intersec
tion with Susquehanna road, at S)1ingle Kill, to be ready 
in August 1812, for inspection by the governor's com

mittee. The east gate was on the old turnpike road, at 
the foot of the steepest part of the mountain, about 
So rods northerly from Isaac Butts' dwelling; the west 

gate was near John Brandow's hotel, now owned by Hon. 
B. G. Morss. 

About the year 1826, $5,000 was raised by the .com
pany, and the new mountain road was laid out, consid
ered by competent judges a skillful piece of engineering, 
and the old road was given up. 

In 1843 Sydney Tuttle and John Laraway were sent 
to Albany to oppose the pa ssage of a law permitting the 
erection of gates to the westward of the junction of the 
Schoharie Kill Bridge Company's road with the Susque
hanna mad, and east of the junction of that road with the 
Charlotta road. 

The inhabitants of Windham, by the act of 1811, are 

to be forever free of paying toll at the middle gate, on 
condition that three-fourths of the highway work in the 
districts through which the road passes is assessed on the 
turnpike road. 

The original board of directors were from the western 
part of the town . When the turnpike was given up be
yond Prattsville, the management centered in Ashland, 
with D. B. Strong and Albert Tuttle as principal man
agers. Since another portion of the road eastward to 
Ashland has been thrown up, the management has been 
transferred to Windham village. The present directors 

are: Colonel George Robertson, Erastus T. Peck, Edwin 

Brockett, Hon. B. G. Morss, Alphonso Cobb, Martin L. 
N ewcori:Jb, and Harvey B. Sherman, all of Windham, ex
cept Mr. Morss. 

The Windham Turnpike Company's road, through the 

northern part of \Vindham, passed through Durham to 
its jllnction with the Schoharie Kill Bridge Company·s 

road near A era. Lying between two great thoroughfares, 

nearly midway between and parallel to them, ano hav
ing no independent connection at either end, it was not 

kept up as a turnpike many years. 
The lateral roads were laid off as the back or hill 

country became settled. Two or more freeholders would 
petition for a road; the commissioners, at first from Free· 
hold (Durham), then from Freehold and Windham, would 
examine the proposed route and lay off the road if they 

thought best. Dates from 1794 to about 1802. 

MANUFACTURING. 

About 40 years since, Jared Matthews commenced 
the manufacture of buttons from tin and wood. His 
brother, Elbert, became a partner in the business. They 
afterward made buttons of papier maclie. Their factory 
stood where the marble shop now is, and was a long 
two-story building. In this from 20 to 25 hands, half of 
whom were women, were employed. After a time the 
manufacture of wooden pocket combs was added, also 
dressing combs; and later the iron carpet bag frames. 
Jared withdrew, and the business was continued by El
bert, who manufactured button molds. 

After the manufacture of buttons ceased, Mr. Hart, 
familiarly known as Cotton Hart, from Delaware county, 
established a small woolen factory. He manufactured 
flannels, cassirneres, and satinets, on a small scale. The 

business did not prove remunerative, and it ceased after 
about three years. The old factory stood empty about 
three years, and was then conv ert ed into dwelling houses. 

About 40 years ago a manufactory of carpet bags or 
satchels was established by Matthews & Hunt, in the 
building now the harness shop of Mr. Thorp. Eight or 
ten men did the heavy work, and 40 women were em
ployed. Tbe goods manufactured here were sent to 
New York. The business was successful, and the firm 
established a store in Dey street, New York. 

A collar factory was conducted by Hunt & Matthews 
in a building between the present furniture store and 
mill. It preceded the carpet bag factory. The collars 
(linen) were sent out to be stitched, but were laundried 

in the factory. The establishment furnished employment 
for many persons. 

Mr. Dorian Pitcher was a merchant, and also a manu
facturer of collars. The work on his collars was done 
by hand. 

Heman and Jared Matthews came from Southington, 
Connecticut, in 1824, and brought with them machinery 
for making shaving boxes . They ren Jed a carding-mill 
building that stood about 15 rods below the Soper fac
tory and saw-mill, and took water from the present dam 
through a race and flume to an overshot water wheel. 
They lived in a house on the present Parsons place. 

They continued business about two years, when the fac· 
tory was burned. They then removed down the creek 
to the Abijah Stone mill property, which was located on 
the present Luther Newcomb place . 
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The Os born distillery was built by Benn et Os born and _o_f_ t l-1e_i_r_f_a+-~-e-r-. _E_d_w_i_n_, _t_h_e_o_l_d_e_s-t,_a_n_d_L_u_c_i u_s_,_t_h_e 

Abijah St?ne i? 1824, and was carried on about eight younges~, ofl the three, have followed this business, the 
years. High wmes were mostly manufactured here, but former smc~ 1840, and the latter since 1850. 
sufficient s~irit ~as r~ctifie? to supply home demand, The seco d ~annery built within the present bounds of 
not a small item 111 their busmess. the town of Wmdham was located on the old turnpike, 

About the same time another was built by William on the Wi ow Loomis farm, and was built by Joseph 
Tuttle and Hiram Clearwater, on the Merritt McLean Edsall. It as of small capacity, having vats made of 
place. It was operated on the same plan as the Osborn hogsheads sr t in the ground, hand pumps for pumping 
distillery, but on a smaller scale . It was discontinued the liquor, ar d no bark-mill, the bark being pulverized 
after about four years. by poundin~ with a hammer. Mr. Edsall was in such a 

financial condition, that he was not able to hire workmen 
BROOK LYNNE. I 

for his tann 1ry or purchase hides. He picked up hides 
Tuttle & Clearwater were merchants at the Old Fiddle about the 1ountry, and tanned them on shares, then 

settlement in 1830. At that time they established a tan
nery there. It was located a short distance up the stream 
from the Jackson Tannery, and on or very near the site 
o_f the present Soper shaving box factory . The machin
ery was driven by an overshot water wheel, and it had 
what was then a modern bark grinding mill. It had 35 
vats. 

William Tuttle, who was engaged in distilling, as else
where mentioned, engaged in the manufacture of potash, 
and at the same time carried on a store on the present 
Merritt McLean place, about 1822. His distillery was 
under the personal supervision of Hiram Clearwater, a 
professional distiller, afterward a partner at the Old 
Fiddle. This ashery, distillery, and store they discon
tinued in 1830, when they removed to the Old Fiddle 
and built their tannery. 

Soper's Shaving Box Factory was erected by Reynolds 
and Smith early in the 19th century. This building is 
located in Brook Lynne, one mile east of Windham vil
lage. In 1825, Mr . John Soper, present proprietor, com
menced to learn the trade of making shaving boxes in 
this building, and followed the business till 1875; then his 
son, Charles W. Soper, took charge of the business . 

Mr. Soper has greatly improved the machinery, and 
now has facilities to not only make shaving boxes, but all 
kinds of fancy wood-work. 

TANNERIES . 

Tertius Graham came from Conway, Massachusetts, 
with his father, Samuel Graham, about 1800. They first 
located near Albert Steele's, in Ashland, where they lived 
about one year. They then bought ot Constant A. An
drews the property in Windham village, now known as 
the Matthews place, and owned by N. D. Hill; and on 
this they built a tannery (the first in Windham) previous 
to 1805. This tannery had an iron bark-mill, and a 
rolling stone falling-mill. It had 20 vats, and a capacity 
of about 2,000 pieces. About two cords of bark were 
used daily, and the leaches were warmed by steam. This 
tannery was operated till about 1832. Samuel Graham 
died in 1830, at 70 years of age, and Tertius, in 1859, at 
the same age. Edwin, George W., and Lucius Graham 
were the sons of Tertius and Polly (Guild) Graham. 
Mrs. Polly Graham died in June 1880, aged Sr. Tertius 
Graham was a shoemaker, and for many years worked at 
his trade in Windham. His three sons learned the trade 

manufactured his share into boots and shoes for the set-
tiers. This tannery was running in 1815, and for some 
years subsequently. Mr. Edsall finally removed to 
Prattsville, where he died at an advanced age. A son 
of his, James Edsall, has served two terms as State at
torney in Illinois. 

The Osborn Tannery was located near the lower end of 
the glen, 30 or 40 rods north from Main street, where 
Newcomb's house is now located. It was built by Ben
net Osborn and Abijah Stone, in 1823. It was what 
would now be called a small tannery. It had 20 vats, 
and the bark was ground in an improved cast iron bark
mill, which was driven by an overshot water wheel ro 

feet in diameter. The building was 25 by 50 feet in size, 
and two stories in height. Tanning was then a slower 
process than it now is. This tanning annually converted 
4,000 hides into leather. 

What was first known as the Jackson Tannery, then as 
the Windham Tannery, was built by Samuel Reynolds 
and Clark Twiss about 1823. In 1828 it was sold to 
Bennet Osborn. In 1844 it became the property of 
Colonel Zadock Pratt and Colonel George Robertson. 
They conducted it nine years, when it was burned, and 
was rebuilt by Colonel Robertson in six days, as else
where related. Its capacity · when rebuilt was 20,000 
hides per annum. It was operated till about ro years 
smce. 

The Big Hollow Tannery was built by Friend Hol
comb, between 1830 and 1835. It had a capacity of 
15,000 hides annually. It stood on the present farm of 
Nelson Hitchcock. Pratt & Robertson bought it in 

1844. 

MILLS . 

The Windham grist-mill was built about 1810 by Bennet 
Osborn and Abijah Stone. In 1826 Daniel Hunt bought 
it. He run it till about 1850, then McComber, Hunt & 
Olney formed a partnership and converted it into a paper
mill and run it as such for five years. Succeeding the 
paper-mill in the same building was a furnace and ma
chine shop, conducted by A. Newbury and B. G. Morss, 
under the firm name of Newbury & Morss. The manu
facture of the Newbury Printing Press constituted a large 
portion of the business of this firm, though they also did 
job work, and gave some attention to agricultural imple
ments. In this shop, ten or twelve hands were employed. 
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A. and B. Newbury succeeded the old firm, and the 
brothers established a newspaper called the Centennial, 
printed on a_Newbury press. In 1867 they sold out to 
Osborn and Raymond, and they converted it back to a 
grist-mill. This firm repaired the building and added 
new machinery. In the spring of 1883, Mr. Raymond 
sold his interest to H. C. Osborn, son of the senior part
ner, and the firm was styled M. C. Osborn & Son. They 
thoroughly overhauled, repaired, and enlarged the mill 
to double its former capacity . This mill contains three 
run of stones, and is capab le of grinding 1,200 bushels of 
grain in 24 hours. It is doing a good business. 

EARLY HOTELS. 

The house now owned by the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and used as a parsonage, was built for a hot el 
by Merritt Osborn, brother of the venerable Henry Os
born, and father of Colonel Milo C. Osborn. 

The Munger Hotel, on the turnpike, was first built for 
a farm house, by Perez Steele, who came to Windham 
about the commencement of the present century. It was 
rebuilt for a hotel by his son, Stephen Steele. The latter 
was a popular landlord, and did a large business. 

Ira Sherman kept a hotel at East Windham from 1836 
to 1875. He was a popular landlord, and did a thriving 
business. He was postmaster at East Windham from 
1840 to the year of his death. He was born in the town 
of Cairo, was a son of Samuel Sherman, and a first cousin 
of Major General William T. Sherman. 

Captain Peter Van Orden sen., located and built th e 
first hotel in the town of Windham, in 1788, at the point 
where the old turnpike intersects the new, near the East 
Windham toll gate. He was thrice married. By his first 
wife he had three children, by his second, three, and by 
his third, seven-in all thirteen. J. G. Brainard is a 
grandson. On his arrival in East Windham he bought 
200 acres of land, built a log house and cleared about 
two acres . The surrounding region was then a wilder
ness, inhabited by bears, wolves, wild cats, panthers, etc. 
The house consisted of two rooms and a loft, which was 
reached by a ladder. He entertained many families of 
emigrants at his house; so many at times that he could 
not cross the floor without walking ove r their prostrate 
forms. He often arose on dark rainy nights, yoked his 
oxen, and taking hold of Old Bright's bow, in order to 
keep the track, went and drew the emigrants' wagon out 
of the mud where they were stalled. Such was pioneer 
life. At this place Peter Van Ordenjr., was born in 1800. 

EDUCATION. 

The settlers in the town of Windham, like those from 
New England in other regions, were fully aware of the 
importance of education, especia lly in a country lik e this, 
where every citizen, no matter how humbl e, is called to 
exercise the elective franchise, and thus to wield his in
fluence in shaping the policy of the government. At an 
early period, before a school system had been elaborated 
in the State of New York, the school-house made its ap
pearance here wherever a sufficient number of children 

could be gathered, and the schoolmaster, with his birchen 
emblem of authority, was installed in his noisy mansion. 
These school-houses, like the dwellings of the pioneers, 
were rude log structures, with none of the conveniences 
of modern times, but in these were laid- the foundations 
of sound practical education in many of those who after
ward became prominent citi zens, and -whose influence 
among their fellow-citizens was potent. 

The early school-house of Windham village stood near 
the bridge, on the turnpike, where there is an old saw
mill, between the small creek and the Samuel Reynolds 
place. It was built of logs, and was warmed, like all the 
school-houses of that time, by a huge fire-place in the 
end, with a stone back and no jambs. Here were gath
ered pupils from nearly the whole of what is now the 
town of Windham. 

As time went on and the population increased, these 
primitive temples of science one by one disappeared, and 
in their stead arose more convenient structures. In the 
adoption of improved educational fac_ilities, the people of 
this town have at least kept even pace with their neigh
bors, and not only can they point with a laudable pride 
to t.he distinguished men who have gone forth from the 
town, but they can justly boast of the general intelligence 
which prevails among the people ·here. 

There are in the town ro school districts, and of these 
the following statistics for the year ending September 
30th I 883 :are given: 

ci Value z No. of Child- Average daily No. weeks Total cost of of school-..; renbetween att endance. taught . ·ma int ain in g house and "' 5 and 21. the school. 
i:i site. 

- - - --- --- - -- - -- -- -
I 19 11.095 28 $192.50 $100 
2 20 9.230 28 197 .50 250 
3 145 55.127 &, 598.17 1,000 
4 55 32.657 36 327 .58 250 
5 41 ]5,977 28 164.00 125 
6 11 5.16! 28 149.00 100 
7 3d 14.616 32 212.89 100 
8 18 10. 970 28 215.00 250 
9 27 15.148 28 218.00 100 

10 26 7.758 28 118.50 60 ------ ----- ---- -- --- ----
398 177. 737 $2,393.14 $2,335 

P0ST-OFF!CES. 

Union Society post -office was established in 1815 or 
1816. It was kept by Major Cornelius Fuller, on the old 
road, in his ta1·ern, which is still standing, and is occupied 
by John Holcomb . Previous to that tim e the settlers in 
this region received their mail through the Sidney Tuttle 
post-office in Ashland . In 1826, when the new turnpike 
was constructed, Colonel George Robertson was ap
pointed postmaster. He kept the office at his house, 
then a hotel, now on the Thomas Brenaugh farm. It 
was kept there until 1838, when Colonel Robertson re
signed, and Hiram Fox was appointed, He kept the 
office during five years in the new Fuller stand or Union 
House, now occupied as a private residence by Mr. 
Rockefeller. Mr. Grant succeeded Fox, and afterward 
Widow Bloodgood kept it for a time. It is now kept by 
David Davis, at his Union Society boarding house. 

Bennet Osborn was the first postmaster in Windham 
village. He was commissioned by President Andrew 
Jackson about 1830. The office was kept in the store of 
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Bennet and Henry Osborn, which was where Masonic 

Hall and Thorp's harness shop now are. The name of 
this office was Osborn ville till 1844, when Colonel Zadock 
Pratt, then a Congressman, procured the · change to 
Windham Center. 

Presbytery, was connected with Columbia Presbytery. 
Several of its members were set off to the church in 
Jewett (Lexington Heights ) by the committee of the Al
bany Presbytery, without the knowledge or consent of 
the church at Big Hollow. 

This was before the time of envelopes, and at that 
time the regulations of the post-office department were 
such as to make the duties of postmasters far more 
arduous than at present: Although Bennet Osborn was 
the postmaster, these arduous duties were performed by 
his hrother, Henry Osborn, still Ii ving. 

Rev. Mr. Durfee, of Hunter, preached occasionally in 
this church until Rev. Alfred Gardner (who is still living, 
in Wisconsin ) was ordained, September 23d 1830. The 
meeting-house was burn ed February 3d 1833, but was 
soon rebuilt. Rev. Mr. Gardne r 's pastorate continued 
till 1854. His successors in the ministry were: Revs. 
John B. Fish, r855-6r; Will iam Johns, r862-65; after 
which the church was supplied, in part, by the pastors 
of the Windham village church, Revs . B. P. Phillips, 
Charles Kendall, and other s. 

At the time the name of the post-office was changed 
from Osbornville to Windham Center, Bennet Osborn 
was removed, and William S. Robinson was appointed 
postmaster in his stead. 

At later periods post-offic es were established at Hen
sonville and Big Hollow. 

The mail was not carried by stage previous to the 
establishment of the branch of the turnpike from East 
Windham to Windham, but at first on horseba ck, by 
mail carriers, and afterward in one-horse wagons, up to 
1826. None of the old post-riders are rememb ered, but 
Erastus Buck was the first to establish mail stages. 
Colonel Zadock Pratt underbid Mr. Buck and c,btained 
the contract for carrying the mail, but Mr. Buck con
tinued his trips,carrying passengers. These stag e-coaches 
were very fine, and were drawn by four horses each. 
Many of the passengers over this route were ra ftsmen, 
who had gone down the Del aware River with lumber and 
came home via th e HL1dson Ri ver, C:1tskill, and Wind
ham. As many as nine of these stages were sometimes 
seen at once in Windham, each nearly loaded with these 
raftsmen, and with merchants and lrnsiness men. 

BIG HOLLOW PRES BYT E RIAN CHURCH. 

The second church of Windh am, or Ea st \Vindham 
Presbyterian church, was form ed by a committ ee of the 
Northern Associate Presbytery, which convened for that 
purpose December IOth 1822. The ministers present 
were Revs. Seth Williston, J ames J ewe 11, and David 
Harrower (the last by invitation ). The laym en present 
were David Baldwin, of the first Presbyterian church in 
Durham, and Benjamin Hubb ard, of the second church 
in the same town. 

The original members were: William Evans jr., Har
riet Evans his wife; LemL1el H itchc0ck, Patience his 
wife; Theron Hough, Tryphena his wifo; Susannah 
Payne, Samuel Chapman, Samu el Atwater, Eli Palmer 
Robinson, Molly Saxton his wife; Samu el Bagley and 
wife; Lemuel Hit chcock jr., Hannah Hitchcock his 
wife; · Antrim Hitchcock, Lois his wife; Zc1lmon H itch 
cock, Sally Root, Rowena Hitchcock, and Abigail Chap
man. 
. Ruling elders were chosen by the church, and ordained 

by Rev. David Beers, who was appointed by the Presby
tery for that purpose, as follows: Lemuel Hitchcock, 
Harry R. Avery, Lemuel Hitchcock jr., Samuel Bagley, 
and Zalmon Hitchcock. 

In 1826 this church, which had belonged to the Albany 

Since 1875 Rev. Dubois Wyckoff has been the pastor, 
till r882, when he returned to his former work in the for
eign missionary field. 

This church has been active in benevolent and Chris
tian work. Though hemmed in by mountains, it has not 
forgotten the wants of the wor ld outside, but ]:las been a 
constant and liberal contributor for charitable purposes, 
as well as for the work of th e denomination with which 
it is connected. In doing this it has but perpetuated 
and reflected the spirit of Deacon Lemuel Hitchc~ck, 
the pioneer of Big Hollow, to whom the establishment 
and maintenance of the socie ty is to be largely att rib
uted. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WINDHAM. 

The Center Presbyterian church of Windham was or
ganized on the 29th day of April r834, with the follow
ing constituen t members who received letters of dismis
sion from the first Presbyterian church of Windham for 
the purpos e of organizing this church. 

Merritt Osborn, Clark Fin ch, William R . Robinson, 
William Doty, John M. Robin so n, E. E. Kistt al, Stephen 
S. Keeler, Curtis Mattoon, Roma R. Ives,William Young, 
J. N. Cornell, Eli P. Robinson, Is aac N. Reynolds, James 
0. Gates, Alexander Reynolds, Reuben Smith, George 
Robertson, Elijah Fuller, Abij ah Stone, Henry Osborn, 
Nathan Osborn, Orrin Stimson , Consider Camp, Thomas 
H . South al, Julia 0. Chapman, R ebecca Osborn, Alethea 
Stone, Sally Osborn, Lucretia Finch, Ruth Dunham, 
Fanny Hinman. Mary Robinson, Eliza Parker, Mary 
Camp, Sally Camp, Phebe Robinson, Amelia Keeler, 
Julia N. Doty, Elener Osborn, Harriet Barney, Anna 
Reynolds, Lor etta Reynolds, Desire Mattoon, Mary Os
born, Lydia Fancher, Rebecca Stimson, Mary Stimson, 
J emima Smith, Mary Miller, Sally Sherman, Maria Rob
ertson, Catherine South al, Dredama Brockett,Lois Beers, 
Phebe Stimson, Emily Stimson, Lydia Barney, Keziah 
Goodrich, Eunice Robinson, Charry Henson, Electa Lam
oreaux, Clarinda Ives, and Sally Ann Young . 

The present house of worship was dedicated January 
rst 1835. On the r3th of the same month Rev. Leonard 
B. Van Dyck was chosen the first pastor, and entered on . 
his labors on the 15th of February. His pastorate con
tinued till the last Sunday of December 1860, a period of 
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26 y·ea rs , when h e was released, at hi s own requ es t, on 
ac count of th e fa ilure o f his voice . His succe sso r was 
Rev. William A:ddy, wh ose pa st orate commenced J uly 
4th 186 1, and continu ed du rin g five ye ars. His succes 
sor was Rev. Ch ar les Kendall, who died Marc h 19th 
1873, in th e eighth year of h is labor. His succ essor was 
R ev. B. T . Ph illi ps , wh o was succeeded by Re v. Ruf us 
Kin g, and h e by Rev . R. G. McCart hy, whose ·pastorate 
co mm enced October 1st 1876 . The pre sent pas tor is 
Rev. Be nj am in Parsons, whos e labors commence d at the 
be ginn ing of 1884. 

T herl have b een adm it ted to this chu rch sin ce its or 
gani za tion, 210 b y prof ession -o f fait h , and 200 by let ter s 
fr om oth er ch urc h es. The pr esent member shi p is 

146. 
T he soc iety h.:ts a parsonage, and the to tal valu ation 

of th e chu rch proper ty is $10 ,000. T he church ha s no 
debt . 

ME T H ODI ST EP ISCOP AL CHURC H OF WINDHAM . 

In th e absence of any records of th is soc iet y, it ca n 
not be lea rn ed when it was organized, or . who we re the 
origin al constituent members. A soc iety ex iste d he re 
mor e than 40 yea rs since, and worshipped in the sch oo l
house th at stood on the present farm of Daniel T ibb als. 
Thi s was the ir place of mee tin g ti ll the erection of the 
pre sent ch urch building, in 1843 . T hi s stan ds on the 
main stree t, a sho rt distance ea st from th e b ri dge. It is 
a woo den buil d ing, with a seatin g capacity of 200 . It w:1s 
remodelled and beaut ified in 1867. Th e par sonage of 
this soci ety was bu ilt for a hote l by Merritt Osb orn. 
The esti ma ted va lue of the church property is $7, 000. 
and th e soc iet y has rio debt. 

T h e follow ing is a list of the mini sters of the Meth
odi st Ep iscopa l c hurch in what is now Ea st Jewett , as 
n earl y as can be ascert a ined. F or ma n y yea rs that 
place (Eas t Jew ett) was con necte d with other pla ces, 
forming a c ircu it bear ing the name of on e of the se place s. 
It is sai d th at Windham was a part of Alb any c ircuit in 
1805, an d it is sup pose d th at East Jewett was con nected 
with it. T he na mes given here with after 1823, wh en 
Durh am ci rc uit was form ed, are thought by Rev . Mr. 
Os bo rn , of N ew York, to be corr ect; and as t he ea rlier 
nam es were tak en from print ed minutes, th ey a re nearly, 
if not q uit e, corre ct : 

1805, Seth Crowe ll, Henry Ste ad ; 1806, Andrew Mc
L ain, G riffin S weet; 1807, Zenas Cov el, John F innigan; 
1808, Da tu s E ns ign, Samuel Ho we; 1809, N ath an Bangs, 
Is aac B. Smi th; 1810, Jo h n Cra wfo rd, Samu el Mer win ; 
18 11, John C raw iord, Eph ra im Sawy er; 18 r2 , A Mc
K ain, J esse H un t; 18 13, He nr y Ste ad, Jo hn K line; 
1814, John B. Ma tthia s, Wi lliam N . Sti lwel l; 18 15, Lu
man Andru s, J ohn B. Ma tt h ias, -- -- , and Jo hn 
Cr a wford ; 1816, P hin eas R ice, Isaac Le nt; 1817, Arnol d 
Sc'hofield, Jam es Young s; 1818, A nd rew McK. ain, Bela 
Smith; 18 19, G resh am P ierce; Jo h n Crawford . T he 
fol·l0wing mini sters were appoi nted to Albany circ uit, 
whi ch, it is su pp<?sed , in cl uded Wi nd ham and vicinity. 
In · i8 20, th e c ir cuit was ca lled Coey mans: 1820, Gr es-
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h am Pi erce , J. D. Mo riar ty; 182 r, D aniel I. Wr igh t, 
J ohn D . Mo ria rt y; 1822 , F . D raper, Daniel I. 
Wr igh t; 1823-T his yea r Durh am circ uit was fo rme d. 
1823, T homas S. Ba rr ett, -- - - ; 1824 , J esse Hun t, 
E lisha Andre ws; 1825 , Jesse H u nt, Ira Fe rr i, ; 1826, 
Mose s Arruido n, Alexande r Calden ; 1827 , Mo ses Arin i
d on, Dav id Poor; 1828 , Cyru s St illm an, Dav id P oo r; 
1829, Cyrus Stillman, Orrin Pierr ; 1830, J ohn Ba ngs, 
Hiram Wing; 1831, John Ba ngs, D.iv id Terry ; 1832, E li 
Denn iston, Dav id T err y; 1833-- Th is year, Wi ndha m 
appears on the minutes as the n ame of a c ircuit , with 
H en ry W . Reed and Samu el M. K nap p, as mini st e rs; 
1834, I. B roadhead, W. W. Ree d, D. Bull ock ; 1835, Ph ilip 
L. Hoy t, Jos eph H. Frost; r8 36, E gb er t Osbo rn , Goo dric h 
Horton; 1837, Joseph D. Ma rsha ll, G oodri ch H orton ; 
1838, Jos eph D. l'vlarshi ll, Goodr ich H orton ; 1838, F. 
W. Sizer, D. B. T L1rner; 1839, D. B. T urne r, 0. W. 
Mu nger; 1840, 0 . W. M un ge r, Ru sse ll S. Sco t t ; 184 1, 
0 . G. H edstrom , Wi lliam F . Gould ; 1842, W ill iam L ull, 
Will iam F . Gould; 1843, W ill iam L ull , John D avy ; 1844 , 
Danie l I. Wr igh t, Daniel Bul lock; 1845, Daniel I. Wr ight, 
C. T. Mallory ; 1846, Ezra S. Cook , C. T . Ma llory : 184 7, 
Ezra S. Cook , William B. Mitchell ; (Win d ham and Lex 
ing ton are bo th put toge th er on the minutes in 1848 an d 
1849) 1848, L uth er vV. Peck, Will iam B. Mitchell ; 1849 , 
G . C. Ba ncroft, W. F . Gould; 1850 , Si las F itch, Ro b· 
ert Ke rr; 185 r, J ason Wells, - - -- ; 185 2, J ason 
Wells, No ble L ovett; 1853, James W . Smit h, Wilii am 
H all; 1854, J ame s \V. Smith, As:,h el M. Hough; 1855, 
Aaron Rog ers, As.ih el '.\I. Houg h ; 1856, W illiam G oss, 
J ames M. Berg er ; 1857, \Vilii:un Goss , G . ·woo dw or th ; 
1858, J. H . Cha mpion, G eo rg ,: Wo odw orth; 1859, East 
J ewe t t was set off and W. F. Go uld appo inted; 1860, G. 
B. Grip pc:n; r86 1, G. B. G rippen ; 1862, J . P . Bu rga r; 
1863 , J. P. Burg:ir; 1864 , J . G. Slater ; 1865, W.W. Ta y
lor ; 1866, Aaron l<ogers; 186 7, sup pli ed by Elde r; 1868, 
G . \V. l'vlartin; 1869 a nd 1870, Robe r t K err ; 1871 and 
187 2, Jos eph Elliott ; 1873, 1874, 1875, 0 . R. Bo u ton; 
1876, 1877, A. Gayl ord ; 1878, 1879, F . L. Ne lson; 1880, 
1881, 1882, S. Merchant . Rev . J. P. Bur ga r ca me in 
spri ng of 1883. 

T h e North Settle men t Methodi st Ep iscopa l ch urc h 
was built in 1826 . 

The Wi nd h am village Methodist Ep iscopa l ch urch was 
built in 1837 . 

EPI SCO PAL MISSION . 

St. Pau l's Chape l, a mission of Tri nit y chur ch, Ash 
land, was bui lt in 1850- 5 1-52. The most ac ti ve perso ns 
in the er ect ion of thi s chape l were F ri end , Lot, Hom er , 
Orator, and Carl os H olco mb . Thes e b rot hers were the 
mos t liberal contr ib t:tors toward th e erect ion of th is 
chapel, as well as act ive member s o f the con greg atio n. 
Es pec ially was thi s true of O rator. N on e of th em are 
living. The bu ild ing was con secra ted about 185 7, b y 
Bis hop Potter. Serv ices were co nd ucted in this ch ap e 1 
by rec tors of T r init y chu rc h, till ab out 1870. In 1871 the 
b uild ing was sold to th e Fr ee Me tho di st soc ie ty of Wind 
h am. 



HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY. 

FREE METHODIST CHURCH OF BIG HOLLOW. 

This society was organized June 24th 1871, with the 
following charter members: Ezra Holcomb and wife, 
Robert Winter and wife, Franc is Maynard and wife, B. A. 
Ferguson and wife, Nelson Hitchcock and wife, John 
McGlashan and wife, Stephen · Pierce and wife, Aaron 
Phelps and wife, Sarah Barker, Susan Mills, Monroe 
Mallery, Sally Rood, Isaac Chapma n, Chauncey Johnson, 
Homer Barker, and Sylvester Winchell. 

The church building was erected in 1875. The first 
officers of the society were: B. A. Ferguson, John Mc
Glashan, Homer Barker, and Sylvester Winchell, stew 
ards; Francis Maynard, class leader. The first quarterly 
meeting was held in a grove in Big Hollow, June 8th, 
9th, and 10th 187 I. 

The following preachers have served this congregatio n : 
Revs. George Edwards, 1871; 0. V. Kettles, 1872; G. 
E. Ferrin, 1873, 1874; George Eakins, 1875, 1876; Fred
erick Wurstin, 1877, 1878; James Bradbrook, 1879; and 
0. D. Seward, 1882, 1883. 

THE HENSONVILLE M. E. CHURCH. 

This church was 
February 17th 1875. 
ing $4,500. 

built in 1874 and was dedicated 
The site cost $100, and the build-

The establishing of a church at this place wJs accom
plished through the earnest efforts of Rev. Seney Mar
tin and it stands a monument to his memory. 

The pastor in charge at the time of the dedication was 
Rev. H. F. Odell. He remained here two months, then 
Rev. C. H. Travis assumed the charge till 1878. Rev 
G. W. Woodworth was pastor from 1878 to 1881; Rev. 
A. B. Barber, 1881-84. 

The church bell was bought by the Hensonville Ladies' 
Aid Society and presented to the church. It cost $300. 

A prosperous Sunday-school, under th e supervision of 
Mr .' Albert Chase, is connected wit h this church. 

FREE METHODIST CHURCH OF WINDHAM VI LLA GE. 

This is a branch of the North Settlement and Big Hol
low circ uit . The society was founded in 1871. Not 
ha ving a hou se of worship, it bought St. Pau l's church at 
th e west end of the v illage during the same year for 

$850. 
Rev. George Edwards was the first pastor, followed by 

Revs. John Ba nt a, George Ferr in , Frederick Wooster, 
James Bradbrook, and 0 . D. Stewart. The latt er is still 
pastor of this society. 

This church has a membership of about 20 . 

CEMETERIES. 

There are four public and several private cemeteries 
in the town of Windham. The former are located in the 
villages of Windham, Henson ville, Big Hollow and North 
Settlement. 

In the spring of 1834 Bennet Osborn donated to the 
Presbyterian churc h the site it now occupies for a burial 
ground. Several interments were made here, but owing 

to the water from the creek pouring into the newly dug 

graves the ground was abandoned for burial purposes. 
During the latter part of the same year the Presbyte

rian society bought of Colonel George Robertson the 
present cemetery lot, consisting of one acre, for $30. 
The remain s of those interred in the Bennet Osborn 
cemetery were removed to the present burial ground. 

The cemetery at Hensonville, consisting of about one
third of an acre, was given to public use by William Hen
son over 50 years ago. 

Among the first interred in th is cemetery were a squaw 
by the name ()f Proctor and a woman by the name of 
O'Brien. The latter was drowned while attempting to 
cross the brook near this village during a freshet. 

The present buri al ground in the village of Big Hol
low was donated to th e society at that place by Harry 
Avery early in 1827, and consists of about three-fourths 
of an acre of gro und. The first person buried here was 
Mrs. Avery, the wife of the donor, in April 1827. The 
cemetery is kept in nice shape and is surrounded by a 
substantial stone wall. 

The cemetery at North Settlement was first used in 
1832. The land was donated by Silas Lewis jr ., and con
sis ted of about three acres. It has been used for the in
terment of their dead by the people of that vicinity to 
the present time. It was first graded and fenced by vol
untary contributions of money and labor, and it is still 
kept in order in the same way. 

SOCIETIES. 

Revival L odge, No. 117, F. & A. M., was instituted in 
1804 in the meeting-house in Batavia. Present, Jacob 
Morton, G. M.; Martin Hoffman, D. G. M.; Cadwallader 
Colden, S. G. W.; Philip S. Van Rensselaer, J. G. W.; 
Daniel D. Tompkins, Grand Secretary; officers of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York, under whose 
jurisdi ct ion the warrant was granted. The warrant 
designated Samuel Gunn, master; Thomas Benham, se
nior warden; George Robertson, junior warden. 

The lodge was organized at th e house of John Tuttle, 
bt1t soon removed to Captain Medad Hunt's. It after
ward held its sess ion s at th e house of John Prout, and 
agai n moved to John Tuttle's in 1810. The lodge had 
87 members, all early settlers of Windham and vicinity, 

"Memorandum under date of April 22d 5805 [1805]. Donation of the 
jewels by Constant A. Andrews to the lodge. But if it should so appea r 
that this lodg e, No.117, should lose its charte r or warrant, the said jew 
els, or the amount of th em, which is twenty-two doll ars, shall r eve rt 
back to the said Andrews or his heirs or assignees." 

The j ewels mention ed are in possession of Mountain 
Lodge, as successor of Revival Lodge, and are highly 
prized as memorials of the first lodge instituted in Wind
ham. 

Conspicuous among the members of this lodge were: 
Samuel Gunn and his two brothers, Asa and Daniel , Dr. 
Thom.1s Benham, George Robertson, Silas Lewis, Foster 
Morss, Ichabod and Constant Andrews, Abijah Stone, 
Jonathan an d Samuel Reynolds, Isaac Buell, Reuben Hos
ford, Ephraim and George Stimson, Curtis Prout, 
George Miles, Roma R. Ives, Henry Goslee, Caleb Huh-
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bard, Zadock Pratt, Medad Hunt, Chester Hull, Marshall 
Lewis, and Henry Osborn. 

February 3d 1807, this lodge organized themselves un
der the title of 

Harmony Mark Master Lodxe, No. 31, F. 6-' A . M., 
with Constant A. Andrews, master; George Stimson, 
S. W.; Thomas Benham, J. W. 

In 1863 the lodge was reorganized. June 8th of this 
year it received its title, 

Mountain LodJ;e, No. 529, F. 6-' A. M.:-The fol
lowing names are found in the warrant: Clinton F. 
Paige, G. M.; J. B. Yates Sommers, D. G. M.; Stephen 
H. Johnson, S. G. W.; James Gibson, J. G. W.; James 
M. Austin, G. S. 

The officers of the lodge were: Milo C. Osborn, W. 
M.; Daniel C. Tibbals, S. W.; James Lou ghran, J. W. 

The lodge has 75 members in good standing and is in 
a prosperous condition. The neat and commodious 
lodge building, located in the central part of the village, 
is owned by this lodge. 

The present officers are: J. C. Tallmad ge, W. M.; E. 
Elliston, S." W.; A. P. Br ewer, J. W.; H. C. Osborn, S. 
D.; Curtis 1\ichols, J. D.; L. S. Graham, treasurer; A. 
P. Roach, secretary; W. H. Moon, tyler; D. C. Tibbals, 
S. M. C.; Truman Johnson, J. M. C.; 0. R. Coe, chap
lain. Meetings are held every Saturday evening in Ma
sonic Hall. 

Mountain Chapter, No . 250, R. A . M .:-On the 8th 
day of February, 1871, a charter was grant ed by the 
Royal Arch Chapter of th e State of New York to Moun
tain Chapter, No. 250, R. A. M., of Windham. The first 
officers were: Milo C. Osborn, H. P.; D. C. Tibbals, K .; 
Edwin Graham, scribe. The present officers are: D. E. 
Tibbals, H. P.; M. · C. Osborn, E. K.; William Wood
vine, E. S. ; Dr. P. I. Stanley, treasurer; J.C. T allmadge, 
secretary: W. H. Moon, tyler. Meets every Friday eve
ning in M~,sonic Hall. 

Good Templars o.f Windham.-A lodge was organi zed 
November 12th 1868, by Rev. A. C. Fenton of Albany, 
with the following charter members: Rev. Charles Ken
dall, Rev. A. B. Parmentier, David S. Merwin, Alvin A. 
Burgen, Benjamin 0. Smalling, Alfred W. Doty, John 
Bloodgood, Tremaine Bloodgood, Theodore H. Merwin, 
W. N. Graham, Daniel Haney, George C. Parmen tier,W. 
F. Gregory, Elbert Parsons, Addison S. Hayes, Amos 0. 
Briggs, Nancy J. Merwin, Alice D. Merwin, Nancy C. 
Vermilye, and Elizabeth Monroe. 

The first officers were : David S. Merwin, W. C. T.; 
Alice D. Merwin, W. V. T .; Tremaine Blood good, sec
retary; Alvin W. Burgen, financial secretary; W. N. 
Graham, treasurer; Theodore H. Merwin, W.; Daniel 
Haney, 0. G.; Elizabeth Monroe, I. G.; Rev. A. B. 
Parmentier, chaplain; Nancy C. Vermilye, deputy mar
shal; Nancy J. Merwin, R . H. S.; Benjamin A. Smalling, 
P. W. C. T.; Rev. Charles Kendall, lodge deputy. 

The present officers (January 1884) are: J. N. Slater, 
W. C. T.; Miss Ida Merwin, W. V. T.; Albert Chase, 
chaplain; Irving Merwin, secretary; Kenn eth Schultz, 
financial secretary; P. 0. Hitchcock, treasurer; Orlando 

Clark, W. M.; Miss Minni e Peck, W, D. M.; Miss Satie 
H aney, I. G.; Albert Bloodgood, 0. G.; Miss Daisy 
Hitchcock, R.H. S.; Miss Matie Martin, L. H. S.; Ed
ward Haney, P. W. C. T.; L. D. Chase, L. D. 

The lodge held its meeting s in the Henson ville school 
house until July 1872; sinc e then in the Good Templars' 
Hall, in Hensonville. Meets every Saturd ay evening . 
About 500 names have been enrolled sinc e th e lodge 
was organized. The pre sent membership is 89. 

Catskill Mount ain Clzap ter, No. 481, I. 0 . o.f G. T., 
was org anized in Windham, April 6th 1882, and num
bered 34 charter members. The first officers were: 0. 
R. Coe, W. C. T.; Miss Emma Austin, W. V. T.; J. A. 
Smith, chaplain; A. R. Mott, secretary; Miss Emma 
Austin , assistant secret ary; Miss Alice Munson, finan
cial secr etary; Mrs. George R obertson , tr easurer; N." D. 
Hill, W. M.; Miss Clara Steele, D. M.; Miss Alice Smith, 
I. G.; Charles W. Soper, 0. G.; Miss Nellie Kerns, R. 
H. S.; Miss Georgianna Lewis, L. H . S.; George Bullard, 
P. W. C. T. ; C. S. Lobdell, de puty G. W. C. T. 

This lod ge meets ever y Friday evening in the lecture 
room of the Methodist church . It is in a flourishing con
dition and has 70 memb ers in good standing. The fol
lowing is a list of officer s th at were installed February 
2d 1884: C. S. Lobdell, W. C. T.; Miss Josie Smalling, 
W. V. T.; Charles W. Soper, chaplain; H. Mun son, sec
retary; Clarence Brain erd, assistant secretary; Miss Kit
tie Strong, financial secretar y ; Miss l:{ose Gr aham, treas
ur er; Thomas Cryn e, M .; Miss El eanor K erns, D. 
M.; George Howard, I. G.; W. Clark, 0. G.; Miss Lu
cinda Blakesley, R.H . S.; Miss Sarah McLean, L . H . S.; 
Ira Reynolds, P. W. C. T .; L. J. Smalling, G. W. C. T. 

Th e Windham D ramatic T roupe was organi zed in the 
winter of 1882-3, and elected George Brandow, manager; 
Geor ge W. Osborn, assistant · manager; J . C. Tallmadge, 
secr etary ; H. C. Osborn, tr easu rer. 

Th e trou pe has fine sce ner y and exc ellent music. 
While Matthews' carp et bag factory was running, an 

Odd Fellow's lodge was organized at this village and 
for a while held meetin gs in the present Masonic 
Hall. Th en rooms were rented over the store no w occu
pied by Brockett & Stron g. This lodg e was kep t up for 
about seven years. No record can b e found of its or· 
ganiz ation or officers. 

FIRE CO MPANIES. 

Mor e th an 30 years ago a fire company was org anized 
here, and a small engine was purchased. A few years 
later another engine , called the " Yank ee," was purchased 
and another fire comp any was formed. A still larger 
engine was afterward proc ured and still another com
pany organized, the first on e having been disb anded. 
These two engines and several hundred feet of hose con
stitute the present facilities for the extinguishment of 
fires. 

INSURAN CE C_OMPA NY . 

The Farmers' and Vill agers' Fire Insuranc e Association 
of Windham was organized in 1857, under an act of the 
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Legisl a tur e to authorize the formation of town insurance 

compani es, passed April 11th of that year. 
continued till 1834, when they so ld to William Story. It 
was a prominen t business hou se in those days. 

The first directors were: H. R. Potter, Sylvester A us
tin, Merritt Osborn, Isaac Brandow, Albert Chase, 
Hollis Frayer, and S. P. Ives. The first officers wer e : 
H . R. Potter, president, N. P . Cowles, vice-president, 
and S. P. Ives, secr etary and treasurer. 

T he present officers are: A. Cobli, president; E. T. 
Peck, vice -president; and H. R. Potter, secretary and 
tre as ur er. The present directors are: H. R. Potter, A. 
Cobb, D. S. Graham, E. Graham, E. T. Peck, M. B. 
Austin , and H. Bagley. 

VILLAGE OF WINDHAM. 

Daniel H unt, in 1831, built a store, which is now oc
cupied by S. H . Atwater. When Os born & Ste ve ns dis
solved Mr. Stev ens became a partne r with Mr. Hunt in 
his entire busin ess, which includ ed the Catsk ill Mountain 
Grist-m ill. St evens continued in the fir m but a short 
time, and William Robinso n purchased his interest. The 
firm cont inued to be Hu nt & Robinson till the death of 
the latter. 

Humphrey R . Potter, of Henson vil le, built the present 
Smith store in 1827. He was of tl1e family that located 
in Potter's Ho llow, in Albany county. He came to Dur-
ham at the age of 16, and served dliring four years as an 

Nathaniel Stimson bought of the grandfather of Col- apprentice in the cabinet business. He worked as a 
on e! George Robertson, about 1807, the land on which journeyman, then was a partner with Dav id Cowles one 
the present vi llage of Windham st ands. At that time year, then took B. Phelps as a partner and built the Fen
what is now th e residence of Truman Johnson had been ton store. He continued in lrnsiness there until he sold 
built, and it was the residence of Mr. Stimson for a time. to Nelson Bump, in 1864 . He had as partners a t differ
The nex t house, now the residence of Mr. 11/hite, and ent time s, Jo irn Ol ne y, Bruce Phelps, and others. Mr. 
known as Woodvine Cottage, was built by Abij ah Ston e. Potter did much for the business growth of Windham. 
The ne xt was probably the Dr. Camp place, now owned In 1834 he bllilt the store now occup ied by M rs . Jacob 
by hi s son-in -law, Milo C. Osborn. Wood, mi lliner, and Mr. Smi th as a general merchant. 

Th e land here at that time was only partial ly cleared, He also b uilt the house adjoining it on the east, and the 
and was poorly cultiva ted. A spring was in front of house occupied by Bullard , the jeweller. 
Captain Rump's house, later known as the H. R Po tt er The Bro ckett and Strong stand was built in 1832 , by 
place , now owned by Martin L. Newcomb. This sprin g William Yo ung, and was occupied as a shoe shop . He 
fed a large pond in which was an abL1ndance of trout. built the ho use adjoining the property the sa me time . 
An old hemlock tree, which had been blackened by The house was sold in 1836 to Rev . L. B. Van Dyck, 
lightni ng, stood on the bank. Presbyter ian clergyman, and was occupied by him about 

T he first hotel in the village of Windham was kept by 25 years. Mr. Yo un g · built the Colone l Georg e Robert
Esquir e Jesse Ho ll ister, where Truman Johnson now re- son mans ion in 1836. He continued in th e shoe business 
side s. Mr. Holl is ter also kept a store in the same bui ld- till his remova l to Pra ttsville. 
ing. The frame of this building still remains. It was 
opened as a hot el and store about 1815. Mr. Hollister 
manu fac tu red potash on the spot where is now the livery 
stabl e of Noah H ill. Mr. Hollister cond uc ted the hotel 
about sevtn years, then exchanged it for the Judson 
Pond place, now owned by the Osborn estate. It was 
afterw ard kept by Bennet Osborn till he built the second 
hotel i~ th e vi llage, the Osbornvilie House, in 1829 . 
Orrin Robinson leased this hotel wh en completed, and 
condu cted it till the spring of 1832, when He nry Osborn 
bec ame th e land lord, and continued two years. He w:1s 
succe eded by W ill iam Young, Mr. Starr, Mr. Be lknap, 
and Nathan G. Osborn, who kept it t ill his death in 
1872. Then Henry Bagley kept it t ill l\Ir. 0. R. Coe 
took possession , in 1879. 

After Jesse Hollister closed his mercantile business, in 
1822, th e Osborn brothers, Bennet and Henry , took po s
session of the building and continued the bus iness there 
until th ey built their new store across the street . The 
firm co ntinu ed as B. & H. Osborn till 1828, when Obe
di ah Stevens, a former cle rk, was made a partner with 
Henry Osborn, and they did business as Osborn & Ste
vens thr ee years. The firm then became H. & A. Os
born & Co., and consisfed of Henry, Albert, a son of 
Bennet, and Bennet Osborn. This firm manufactured 
potash in connection with their mercantile business, and 

In 1874 the subject of connecting Windham with the 
"outside world" by a line of telegraph was agitated here 
in the col umns oi the Windham Journal. In January, 
1875, a subscription was circulated to promote the en
terprise, an d in the same month a meeting was held at 
Windham, to take action concerning it. In February of 
the same year two mee tings were held at Hunter, and the 
two prop osed routes, one via East Jewe tt, and the other 
via Beac h's Corners, were considered. At a meeting 
he ld the same month at Rondout, th e latte r route was de
tennined on, and the Schoharie Ki ll and Stony Clove 
Telegrap h Company was organized, with a capital of 
$2,200, in shares of $1 0 each. The first directors were: 
H on . H. S. Lockwood , E . M . Cole, D . S. Merwin, James 
R usk, H . A. Towner, A. A. Crosby, and S. Coykendall. 

The first officers were: Hon . H. S. Lockwood, presi
dent; D . S. Merw in, v ice~presid en t; and F . J. Hecker, 
secretary and treasurer. The construction of the line 
was comm enced in June 1875, and it was completed in 
July of the same year. Early in 1883 this line was 
b0ug ht by the Western Union Telegraph Company, by 
which it is still owned . 

At a meet ing held in Cairo August 24th 1875, the Cats
kil l, Cairo and W indh am T eleg raph Company was organ 
ized with a cap it al of $ 2,500. The first directors were : 
William Dona hu e, J. H. Bagley jr. , Sellick D. Smith, A 
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L. Walters, W. N. Lennon, J. C. But ts, Lev i Bl oodgood, 

C. C. Peck, and E. M . Co le. Wi lliam Dona h ue was 

c h aser president; Walter N . Le nn on, vice-president; 

John H. Bagley jr. , tr eas urer; and E. M. Cole, secretary. 
The line was completed in Oc tob er 1875. In the latter 
part of 1881 it was sold to the Weste rn Un ion T elegraph 

Company. 

ters, and endea,·or to pince before our fri ends an interesting· fam ily 
paper." 

The first paper was a neat 20 column paper. and was 

issued from the building owned and occupied by Potte r 

& Newel l. On the issue of the th ird number of the . 

Journal there were 305 subscriber,. 

June 25th 1857, the Jou rnal was enlarged and 1111-

proved . July 9!h 1859, tli"e Jo ur nal was enlarged to a 28 

column p a p er , and also was prin ted with new type, o n 

clear white pa p er . 

The vill age of Windham, form er ly known as Osborn

vi lle and Windham Center, lies along the Cat sk ill and 
Windham Turnpike, 25 miles west of Catskill, and is 
r,500 feet above tide water: This v illage, sty led th e 

"Gem of the Catskills," is beautifully situated in th e 
midst of some of the finest mounta in scenery in the State. 

The \·illage has a population of 350, and by the influx of 

summer visitors the population is doubled. Th e thrif1 

and energy of the inh ab it ants are ex hibit ed in the fact 
that the streets are we ll laid out, shaded, graded, and 
paved. The residences are neat and tasteful. There 

are many elegant cottJges, embowered in rich fol iage , 

nnd surrounded by ueautiful la wns . 

Windham, like all oth er places of enterprise, has an 

ex tensive commerce, which is d aily increasing. The fol
lowing is a list of those engaged in business at thi s vi l
lage: merchants, Brocke tt & Strong, Levi Andru s, 

Hitchcock & Patterson, Moseman & Lewi s; drugg is t, 

Anson R. Mott; physicians, P . I. Stanley, and W. H. 

Mead; attorneys C. C. Peck, and J. C. Tallmad ge; ho 

tels, Windham Ho tel, 0. R. Coe, proprietor; Central 

House, H. A. Martin, proprietor; denti sts, A. W . Doty 
& Son, F . M. Frayer; blacksmiths, George H. L a mor eau, 

G. H . Doty, John S Snyd er; wagon mak er s, Georg e H . 
Lamoreau, C. L. Lobdell, L. J. Smalling; painte rs, 

George Brandow, E. L. Mulford; millwrights, !viiner Tib

ba ls and David Tibbals; cooperag e, Watson Br iggs; cab 
inet shop, Potter & Newell; hardware, S. H. Atwat er; 

grist-mill, M. C. Osborn & Son; shoemakers, E. Gra 

ham, Levi Andrus, L. Me llen, Lucius Gra h am; dealer 

in pumps, W. H. Moon; dre ssm ak ers, M rs. E. Ellison, 
Mrs. T. Hollenbeck, Misses Emma & Clara Tibb als; 

mi ll iners, Mrs . JJcob Wood, Mrs. Lev i Andrus; je wele1·, 

George Bullard; butch ers, Levi St ead , and Jacob Wood; 

harne ss mak ers , C harles Stedm a n, G. M. Thorp; li very, 

Noah D. H ill & Son; veter in ary surgeo n, Jacob Tur k ; 

deput y sh eriff, Pa lm er Bra ndow; marb le and granite 
works, K is sack & Coon 

T HE WINDHAM JOURNAL. 

The first numb er of the Windham Journal made its 

appearance Saturday, March 21s t 1857, under the m an
agement of \V . R . Ste ele, ed itor a nd proprietor. 

In hi s sa lutatory r emarks Mr. Steele sa id: 
" Aft er carefu lly figuring as to the positive amount of support th at 

w ill 1'e given by the citizens of Windh a m , exc lu si\ ,e of out sid ers, and 
compar ing our former support w it h it, we can not for a n in stant dou bt 
t hat a pap e r prop er ly co nd ucted will puy. T he Joiwnal will be pub 
lished ever y 'l.'hursday m orn in g, and w ill contai n the lat esi new s re
ceiv ed by mail on Wed nesday, condensed in su ch a manner as to give a 
variety of all foreig·n and dom estic int ellige nce. 

"On all political and sectar ian qu est ions the Journal shall be ind e
p end ent, b indin g it self to no po liti cal clique or factio n . It will be 
devoted to lit eratnr e, edu cat ion, agr iculture, wit and hum or, foreign 
and domestic new s, &c. We shall pay st ri ct at tenti on to all lo ca l mat-

In 1859 th e Journal had subscr ibers in every State in 
the Uni o n except Arkansas, and the p ubli sher claimed i t 

had a circulation of 500 copies more than any othe r 

paper in Greene county. 

In May 1861, Mr. Steele sold the Jo11r11al to Berrie n 

F ish, a graduate of the law d epar tm ent of the Albany 

Un iversity, and a son of Rev. John B. F ish, forri1erly o f 
Windham . 

In January 186 5, Ci,ero C. Peck bought one-half in

terest in the Jo urna l, and from then till Ma rch 1866, it 

was published and edited by Fish & Peck . From Marc h 

to Oc tob er of the same year, Mr. Peck publish ed the 
paper. In October 1866. Mr. Peck sold out to Eugene 
Raymond, who conducted the Jo11r11a! t ill March 1867 ; 

then Edward M . Co le was associated with h im. In Feb 

ruary 1868, Mr. Co le retired , and Mr. Raymon d continued 
it s public at io n till May 1868, when he adm itted as a pa rt

ner Charles Woolhiser, who continued as such till Ap ril 

1869,when he withdrew. In December 1869, Mr. Raymond 
disposed of one -half interest in the Journal to Willia m 

Pavel, and from then till M ay 1870, the paper was pub

lishe d by Raymond & Pavel. In May 1870, Mr . Pave l 

sold h is int erest in the paper to Southmayd Reynolds, 

and t he firm was styl_ed Raymond & Rey nolds till Octo 

ber 1870 , when M r. Raymond sold his part to John E. 
H itchco c k, and the Jo11r11al was pub lish ed by R eynold s 

& H itc hcock t i!] December 1871, whe n Mr . Reyn c,lds , 

on account of poo r health, disposed of hi s interest to E. 
M . Cole, a former member of the Journal staff. In 
Marc h 1868, Mr . Hitchcock retired, and Mr . Cole 

was so le proprietor to January 1st 1882 , when, owing 

to ill health , he "o ld th e Journ al to Messrs . Peck & C o r

nell. October r9tb 1882, Mr. Co le again bo ught the paper, 

and st ill conducts it. T h e J our nal is p ubl ish ed every 

T hur sday at $r.50 per annum, and ha s a lar ge c ircu lation. 

THE GREAT FRESHET . 

The followin g is from th e T1f/i !l(//za111 Jo11rnal of Apri l 
21st 1870 : 

" On Sunday nig·ht las t [Apl' il litb] it commenced ra ining and 
continu ed wit h una bctted vio lence un ti l Monday night . About G o'clock 
P . M. ~Ionclay, the creeks in t his v icini ty had attained dimensions un
eq ualle d in the histor.r of Windham . Slwnn nn's lnrg-e darn , nea r the 
top of the n1ountain, ga ve way, c1npt y ing its co nt ents into the nll'endy 
sw ollen Bnta,·ia . and c,1usi11g-it to overllow . About half past s ix a larg·e 
tree came tearing- clown tho crce , striking · Colone l Robertson's br iclg·c, 
at the upp er part of tho v illng·c, breaking- it in two . ~rhe pieces struck 
ag-ainst the bridge at 80, 1th street . but t'ortnnately, the timbers be in g 
new, it resisted the shock . At about t he same time tbe water came 
throug h from th e Ilatavia Gree k into }Cain st re et, near the M. E. chu rch, 
and a perfect de ln g·e swept through th e village with rapidity trnly ap
pa lli ng-, and at the same moment th e Mitche ll Hol low stream burst 
over t he ba uk at Doty's blacksmith shop and made i ts way thrnugh the 
lowe r part of the villag-e where travel had to be ent irely susp ended. 
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"Nearly every house on the south side of Main street was deserted, be
ing completely surrounded by water. The cellars through the entire 
village were filled with water. 

"The water poured down Main street in a savage mood, splashing 
against the trees and fences in a terrific manner. The streets were 
left in a pitiful condition, being badly torn up, and huge timbers, stone , 
and drift-wood being piled up In different parts of the village." 

MOUNT PISGAH. 

Mount Pisgah is a bald-headed mountain, five miles 
north of the village of Windham, and is annually visit
ed by thousands. The view from the summit of this 
mountain is grand. This mountain was cleared in 1853. 

Walter Doolittle bought of Thomas Doolittle, in 1876, 
275 acres, embracing the summit of Mount Pisgah. In 
1880 and 1881, he constructed a winding road, nearly a 
mile in length, which made the peak accessible to car
riages. The first vehicle made the ascent July 4th 1881. 
On the summit he built a commodious house, surrounded 
with an observatory, equipped with a telescope, through 
which the entire course of the Hudson from Catskill to 
Troy can be seen; and the Berkshire Hills, the Adiron
dack Mountains, and the State Capitol at Albany are 
also risible. 

The fine outlook from Mount Pisgah, and the recent 
improvements that have been made there render it one 
of the most attractive points in the Catskill Mountains. 
After the completion of the road, in the summer of 188r, 
300 people visited the peak; in 1882, r,500 registered 
their names there; and in 1883 the number reached 2,500, 
besides about 1,000 visitors who did not register. About 
600 carriages ascended the mountain in the summer of 
1883. 

The height of Mount Pisgah above tide water is 2,905 
feet. Richmond Peak, a wild, inaccessible mountain 
near Mount Pisgah, is 3,180 feet in height. 

SUMMER RESORTS. 

As a place of summer residence, Windham holds out 
many inducements. It has the benefit of a clear, healthy 
atmosphere, and has long been a favorite place of resort 
for seekers of rest and pleasure. The drives on its well 
kept highways yield always a glimpse of beauty; and cer
tain hillsides and shaded nooks reward the searcher and 
reveal the beauties of the place. 

There are a number of well known and well patronized 
resorts in the village and scattered throughout the town, 
each capable of accommodating from 10 to roo guests. 
The houses are attractive and pleasantly located, com
manding excellent views of mountains, hills, and valleys ·; 
the rooms are spacious and comfortable; the proprietors 
are courteous and attentive; and the tables are supplied 
with everything seasonable and wholesome. 

However great their anticipations may be, few visitors 
are disappointed in the beauties of the town or the hos
pitality of" mine host." Hundreds of visitors come here 
to pass away the summer months, and as a general thing 
go away satisfied. 

Below will be found a list of the summer resorts in and 
near the village of Windham. 

Windham Hotd, 0. R. Coe, proprietor, is pleasantly 

situated on Main street, near , the central portion of the 
village. By reason of a slight bend in the street, near 
the b.otel, a commanding and picturesque view is had of 
the entire street, bordered by sugar maples, each of which 
produces its share of the delicious sweet. This house 
has been enlarged each year until it is now five times as 
large as it was when it became the property of Mr. Coe, 
in 1879. It is not only an ornament to the village but 
also a monument to the energy and enterprise of Mr. Coe 
and his no less efficient wife. While the original struc
ture has been nearly lost in the new one, its prominence 
as an old landmark, as the first hotel in this place, re
mains, and its p_eculiar popularity has not abated. 
Neither has it, like many other hotels that have grown to 
large proportions, increased its scale of prices. Mr. Coe 
caters to the wants of the public in everything save that 
which intoxicates. Although this is a summer resort, 
guests are entertained during the entire year, and the 
patrons of this house consist largely of the better class 
of people who seek for quiet rest and homelike comfort. 
The season of 1883 was closed by a parlor entertain
ment given by the guests of the house, at which Hon. E. 
Raymond, in taking leave, said: "It is a compliment 
worthy of record, that scores of families and friends that 
had spent weeks at this house, united in asking him to 
tender to all those connected with the house their kind
est and best wishes for their continued prosperity." 

The Glen House is pleasantly situated just on the out
skirts of the village. This house was erected in 1882, by 
A. E. West, the present proprietor. It has ample accom
modations for 40 guests. 

ivoodvine Cottage is located on Main street, in the cen
tral part of the village. This is one of the oldest sum
mer resorts in this locality. The house was built by the 
proprietor, .Moses White, in 1865, and has room for 25 
guests. 

Brookside Cottage was erected in 1877, by L. J. Small
ing, who still retains possession of the property. This 
house entertains 20 boarders. 
, The boarding house of Dr. P. I. Stanley was built by 
Charles Stedman, in 1866. This house is nice ly located, 
and h11-s a capacity for 16 guests. 

Maple Shade House, the property of G. M. Thorp, is 
located in the village, and has ample accommodations 
for 16 guests. 

The boarding house of TVilliam H. Moon is located on 
a rising eminence at the east end of the village. This 
house accommodates 16 guests. 

Mott's Summer Boarding House is pleasantly situated, 
on Main street, and has abundance of room for 12 
guests. 

Central Hotel, H. A. Martin, proprietor, was erected by 
Samuel Miller, in 1864. This hotel was purchased in 
January 1884, by Mr. Martin. This house is designed 
to suit the wants of the travelling public, and accommo
dates 30 guests. 

The Boardinf{ House of Dr. W. H. Mead is nicely sit
uated, on Main street, Windham. This is one of the 
prettiest places in the village. It has a capacity for 12 
guests. 



0. R. CoE, Propr. WINDHAM HOTEL, \V1 NO HA M, N. Y. 

O N THE CATSKILL M O UNTAINS . 



John Soper, Propr. SOPER PLACE. Greene Co. , N. Y. 

ON E MILE EAST OF WINDHAM . 



RESIDENCE OF CoL. GEORGE ROBERTSON, 
Main Street, Windham, Greene Co., N. Y. 
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Fair View House is located at the eastern end of 
Windham village, affording a fine view of the moun
tains and valley. This hous~ was built in 1848, by Colo
nel James Robertson, and rebuilt by Jared Clark, in 1858. 
The present proprietor bought it in 1863. It has ac
commodations for 15 guests. 

The Farm Ho use of Merritt McLean, one mile west of 
the village, has room for 20 guests. A farm of 140 acres 
is connected with the house. 

Windlzam House was purchased by the present propri
etor, Sherman Munger, in 1867. In 1869 1 he converted 
it into a boarding house . This house is pleasantly situ
ated on the old Susquehanna Turnpike, about on~ mile 
west of the village. A farm of 250 acres is connected 
with this house . It accommodates 75 guests. 

Union Society, nearly midway between Windham vil
lage and East Windham, is pleasantly situated near the 
base of Elm Ridge. Tlze Summer R esort of David Davis 
is located here. This building is a modern structure, 
and has ample room for 60 guests. For seekers of rest 
and quiet this house holds out many inducements . . A 
bowling alley and post-office are connected with this 
house. 

Hensonville. This truly beautiful village is located two 
miles southeast of Windham, and offers many induce· 
ments to the lover of country life. This place . is sur· 
rounded by a fine farming region, with excellent high· 
ways, and environed with mountains abounding in pic
turesque scenery. This village has a Methodist church, 
two stores, post-office, and telegraph office, and severa l 
summer boarding houses . 

The Bloodgood House, Bloodgood Brothers, proprie
tors, is a new house, and has a capacity for 40 guests. It 
is situated on a slight elevation overlooking the village, 
and is surpassed by no other house for the beauties of 
its surrounding mountain scenery . 

The Boarding House of William H. Hit chcock is also 
located in this village. This hous e was erected in 1872, 
and has accommodations for 25 guests. 

Big Hollow, so named from the large valley in which 
the village is situated, is a small, romantic place, in which 
signs of modern progress are visible on every side. 
Churches of the Presbyterian, Methodist Episcop al, and 
Free Methodist denomin ations are found here. Also a 
store, post-office, and several other places of busin ess. 

Brook-Lynne is located midway between Windham vil
lage and Hensonville, and is one of the neatest and most 
picturesque places among the mountains. There are 
several very pretty places of residence. 

The Osborn Hou se, E. Osborn & Son, proprietors, is 
pictur esque ly situated in the beautiful hamlet known as 
Brook Lynne. The hous e is new and superbly furnished 
throughout. The rooms are spacious and airy, and it has 
ample room for 50 guests. A farm of 300 acres sur
rounds the house. A livery is connected with this resort. 

Soper Place, John Sop er, proprietor, is the third oldest 
summer boarding hou se in the valley, and was first opened 
for the reception of guests 18 years ago. In 1872 th e 
house was enlarged and __refurnished, and now has a 

capacity for 35 guests. · The Soper Pla ce, formerly 
known as The E z,erjfreen Pa rk H ouse, is located on a 
beautiful mound overlooking the picturesque landscape 
that surrounds it. The house is par tially surrounded by 
ornamental evergreen trees that greatly acid to the beauty 
of the place. The rooms are large, airy and well fur
nished. The guests can enjoy boa ting, b:ithing and fish
ing on the pr emises, owned and controlled by Mr. Soper, 
who has also provided the amusements usually found at 
summer resorts. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

COLONEL GEORGE ROBERTSON. 

Colonel George Robertson was born in Windham, 
Greene county, New York, March 15th 1805, the eldest 
in a family of ro children. His grandfather, George 
Robertson, was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1757, im
migrated to America in 1774, and in 1775 entered the 
Revolutionary army. • 

He married Lydia Garrett, an English lady, at Troy, 
New York, where he settled an d owned what is now a 
large part of the city. He had three children, James, 
Mary, and Samuel. His wife died and was buried in 
Troy. He moved from Troy and settled in Windham, 
near the last part of the last century, where he married 
for his second wife Esther Judson, who died without 
issue. He died in Windham in 1824. 

Colon el J ames Robertson, eldest son of George Rob
ertson, and father of the subject of this sketch, was born 
in Troy, July 21st 1779, came to Windham with his 
father. He married, April 5th 1804, Elizabeth, daughter 
of Elihu Rogers, a descendant of John Rogers, the Chris
tian martyr. She was born in Branford, Connecticut, 
January 7th 1782, but at the time of her marriage she 
was a resid ent of Windham . 

After hi s marriage he lived .for a sho rt time upon what 
was known as the Austin farm, in Windham village, in 
the house now owned and occupied by Truman Johnson. 
He then bought a farm of 130 acres, one-half mile east of 
Windham village, built a small hou se upon it (still stand
ing), which he afterward moved back, and built in its 
place a hotel , which he ca rried on for many years, most 
of th e tim e as a temperance hotel. His death occurred 
Janu ary 28th 1849, at th e age of 69 years. His wife sur 
vived him many years . She died April 23d 187 r, aged 
90 years. 

Besides the above farm, known as the Colonel Robert
son farm, he also owned and carried on a farm of 200 
acres in Windham, known as the State Lot; also one of 
200 ac res, three miles eas t •of the Colonel Rob erts on 
farm, now owned by Thomas Brenaugh. He was a 
thoroughgoing, successful farm er. He was an elder, 
and a liberal supporter of the Presbyterian church. In 
addition to his own family of eight children, who reached 
adult years, he brought up and educated a number of 
children of other families, who were treated, in every re
spect, the same as his own. Upon reaching their major
ity, the boys received a Bible, a new suit of clothes, and 
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$ mo in money. In po litics he was a whi g, an d took an 

ac ti ve interest in local political matte rs. His chi ldre n 
were: George, Samuel, Lydia, Ph ilira, Garrett, an in fan t 
son un named, James jL, E liza Ann, Emily Esther, and 
E lb ert. 

Dr. Sam uel Robertson, the second son, was bo rn No 
vember 15th 1806, and l'narried, Decemb er 1835, E liza 
be th Ham lin. He wa s a grad uate of Un ion College, 
a lso of the Berkshi re Medical Co llege. He pract iced h is 
pro fession a number of years in No rt h E::ist, D utches s 
count y. He afterward became connected with th e fur 

nace and iron business, in wl1ich he was very successf ul. 
He died in Canas tota , September 27th 1883, age d 76. 
He left a wife and one chi ld . The l::it ter is wife o f Jo hn 
Fow ler, an attorney liv ing in Syrac use. 

Lydia, widow of Ahi ra Barney, is l iving in W indh am 
vill age with her son, E lbert R . Barney . She ha s, b esid es 
th e latter, two other children living, Sara h R ., and Har 
ri et Eliza . 

P h ili ra is the widow of D. H . P itcher, now living at 
Sara toga Springs. She h as thr ee chi ldren living, Sara h, 
He len and James R. Sara h is the wife of El ij ah Par 
ke r, a merchant in New York ci ty; H elen is the wife of 
B. W. Woodward, attorney -at -la w a t Wa tk ins , N . Y. ; and 

J ames R. is secretary of the Un ited Sta tes M utu :11 Acci 
den t Company, New York city. 

Ga rrett and the nex t child died in infancy. 

E liza Ann married Dr . Leander Sutherla nd . Only 
one son is living, G eorge Suther la nd, a banker in Cam p

b ellt own, N . Y . Mrs. Su therl and died Marc h 17th 1870, 
aged 5 r. 

J ames, a farmer and tanner, is living at Co nstantia, 
Oswego coun ty. H e married Marga ret Camp , dece as ed. 
Two children a re living . R omai ne and Sarah. 

Emi ly Esther marri ed Dr. J. B. Van Dyck, of Coxsac 
ki e, Greene county, and has one child, Lib bi e. 

E lbert married Jeanne tt e Camp. He was fo rmer ly a 
m erc h ant in Windham , then engaged in the tan nery bu si -

n ess in Constant ia, and is now (1884 ) livi ng in A ub urn , 
N. Y. He has two children, Elbertin e and Ge or gian a. 

Co lone l George Robertson received h is ed ucat ion in 
th e common school a~ Windh am, and one year in H un 
tin gt on , L. I. He comm enc ed te achin g sch oo l wh en 18 
yea rs o f age, and taught four winters, t wo in A shland 
an d two in Jewett . When not a t t endi ng . or teac hin g 
sch oo l, he wo rked on h is father's fa rm . 

Oc tober 24t h 1827 , h e marr ied Maria, d au gh te r of the 
H on. Jairus and Dos ha (Bissell) Strong . Mr. Rober ts on 
was th e fifth in a fam ily of ten childre n, all of whom 
live d to ad ult age; all b u t one were marr ied, and wi th 
on e except ion raise d fam ilies. She was a twi n da ught er , 
M inerva, who ma rri ed Hon. A lbert Tutt le, b ein g h er 

twin sister. Her fa ther was a prominen t ma n in G reene 
cou nty, and a member of th e Leg islatu re in 18 18. Mrs. 

Ro ber ts on was bo rn in Ashla nd, May 7t h 1808 . 
In 1828 Co lon el Rober tso n bu ilt a hote l on the fa rm 

th en ow ne d by hi s fa ther, situated t hr ee and a h alf mil es 
eas t o f Wi ndham vi llage . This hote l he kep t about 20 

hotel, probab ly the fir st temp era nc e hou se in the coun ty. 

To sho w the chan ges wrought by railroads upon co u n
t ry h o tels, th e follo wing it em rela ted to the writer by 
the colone l, is a marked illustrati on. One night he kept 
on h is place 600 h ead of cattle and 13 drovers . T he 
sam e night he caught a bea r in a trap and serv ed bear 
ste ak for breakfa st. He also re lat es that he has coun ted 
100 loa ded butter tea ms pa ssing hi1· p lace in a sing le da y. 

During t_he per iod o f hi s hotel ke eping, and in years 

th er eafter , the colone l engaged ex tensively in lumbering, 
tann ing, me rcha n d ising, and farmin g. H e has been co n
ce rn ed in seve n sa w m ills , th e sole ow ner of four sit uated 
in W indha m, with an inte re st in three others . He firs t 
beca me interested in the tanning bu siness in compa ny 
with Colonel Zadock P ratt, un d er the firm n ame of Pratt 

& Ro bertson, at Windh am. T hi s partnership was en
ter ed in to September 6th 1844, an d continued 10 years . 
In 1848 the firm boug h t the Big H ollow Tannery in 
Windham. On the 3d of Oct ob er 1853, Colone l Robert
son boug ht his partne r 's intere st in both the se tanner ies, 
and ran them several years, o r until the bark ran out. 
In 1849, in comp any with his son, L. A. Robertson, h e 
built a tannery in M idd le Valle y, on Middle Creek, 
Way ne county, P , nnsylvania, wh ich was run under the 

firm nam e of L. A . R obe r tson & Company five years, 
whe n th e colonel made over his inter est to his son . 

I n 1855, in comp any with hi s brothers, Ja mes and E l
ber t, unde r the firm na me of R obertson & B rothers, he 
bu ilt and carr ied on a tan nery in Constantia, Oswego 
county , and retained his inte rest th er ein until 1879 , when 
it was sold to his son, L. A. Ro bert son . In 1856, in 
com p any with D . H . P itch er, Dr. Samuel Robertson, and 
Dr. Sutherl and , firm R ober tson , P itcher & Compa ny, he 
b uilt a t an ner y in F orest port , N ew York , and r etained 
hi s in te rest there in fo r about r6 ye a rs . He also owned 
an inte rest, with h is b rothe rs, in the P arish T annery, Os

weg o county . I n conne c tion with these tanneries, sev 
era l ge n eral me rcha n disi ng stor es were run by the firms. 
T he colonel was also in ter est ed in an extensive leather 
store in New Yo rk city for six years, under the firm name 
of R obe r tson , Butman & Co mpa ny. 

In his far min g operations , Col on el R obertson dealt 
larg ely in stock, cattl e, shee p, and wool. To the or iginal 
z oo acres, h e adde d 600 acres' adjoining , making th e 
home farm 800 acres . H is d ealin gs in rea l estate, in 
co nn ec tion with his lu mbe rin g and tann ing in ter ests, 
were ve ry extensiv e. H e set out upon his farm, border
ing the st reets which ran through it, three mi les of map le 

tr ees, 900 in all. Most of these have grown to be nob le 
specimens of their kind, and all wh o shall, in years to 
co me, enjoy th eir grateful sh ad e, as the y ride over th is 

po rtion of the W indham thoroughfare , will have occasio n 
to remember with gratitu d e the thoughtful fores igh t o f 
the ma n who p lanted them . 

I n politics , Colonel Rob ertson has been ident ified with· 
the whi g, anti -slavery , and rep ubl ican par ties, though too 
much engro ssed wi th his extensiv e business affa irs to 
eith er d esire or see k public po sition . He has served his 

yc.lfs, an d for th e last ro or 12 years as a tempera nce tow n on e t erm as su pervis o r, and was electe d a member 
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of the Assembly in 1853, and a delegate to the State 
convention at Syracuse in 1856. He has been a mem
ber of the Presbyterian church for more than 50 years, 
an elder over 40 years, an attendant of its Sabbath
school over 60 years, and a number of years its superin
tendent. He was a delegate to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian church at Cleveland in 1857, when a 
portion of the Southern church withdrew; also at Phila
delphia, in 1863, the year of the Emancipation Procla
mation, and was one of the 40 members who carried to 
President Lincoln the resolution of the Assembly approv
ing the same. The great encouragement afforded the 
president by this action of the Assembly, and of other 
religious bodies, is a matter of history. 

As illustrating the push and enterprise which ha ve al
ways been a prominent characteristic of Colonel R obe rt
son in all his business operations, the following facts in 
history are offered: 

When his saw-mill in Windham was burned, the tim
ber for the new mill was gotten out on Monday, framed 
on Tuesday, raised on \Vednesday, enclosed on Thurs
day, machinery put in on Friday, finished and set to work 
on Saturday at ro o'clock P. M.-thus building and put
ting a saw-mill in operation i'n a little more than five 
days. This feat, however, was quite surpassed after the 
burning of the Windham Tannery. It was burned on 
Friday, June roth 1853. On Saturday the irons were 
picked up. With the timber for the frame growing in 
the woods Monday morning, a building thre e and one
half stories in height, 4ox2ro feet, with a lintel 2 1x120 
feet, was built and put in operation on th e Saturday fol
lowing, in the space of six days; thus preventing dama
ges to the stock on hand, to the amount of at least one
third of the cost of rebuilding . A fact worthy of men
tion, as well as affording a good example, is that in the 50 
years of extended business, it has all been carried on and 
settled without a contested lawsuit on any of his own 
transactions. The title of colonel came by an election to 
the position and serving as colonel of one of the State 
militia regiments . 

In the spring of 1855, having purchased a hous e and 
lot in the village of Windh am, he moved from the farm 
and has since resided in the village. 

His wife died April 17th 1877, aged 68, at their home 
in Windham. It can well be said of her, she was a truly 
Christian woman, a devoted wife and mother, and re
spected by all who knew her . 

The colonel married for his second wife, November 
6th 1878, Esther Dorcas, widow of George Everlyn Mer
win, and daughter of D eacon Elijah and Mary (Robe rt
son) Strong. Mrs. Robertson was born October roth 
1815, in Ashland. The following incident of her life 
constitutes one of the historic events of the plac e of he~ 
birth. When five years of age she wandered off up the 
Catskill Mountains after her brother, who had gone for 
the cattle, and was not observed by him until too far dis
tant from her home to return with her then. Putting 
her in a, safe place, and bidding her wait his return , he 
went _on_in pursuit of his estrays, and found them in the 
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end, but not his little sister, when h e returned to the 
spot where he had left her. She had become wearied 
with waiting, and started for home in the wrong d irec· 
tion. The whole neighborhood was aroused at once to 
the search of the wandering child. The mountain side 
was the haunt of wolves, and guns were fired and torc hes 
kept bla zing all night to scare them away. The next day 
she was found with her clothing nearly torn off from her 
by the brambles throu gh which she had passed, and told 
her par ents that when night came she lay down by a 
mossy rock and called for each one of the family and 
then for the dog, and cried herself to sleep. Prayers 
were offered at her home by hearts bursting with grati
tude to God for his sheltering care of th eir little d arling 
in the Ione woods through th e dark night. 

Her father, Deacon Elij ah Strong, was a brother of 
Jairus Strong, father of the colonel's first wife, and her 
moth er was sis-ter to the colonel's father. She is the de
scendant in the seventh generation from John Strong, 
who was born in Taunton, England, in 1605, immi gra ted 
to Ameri ca in 1630, and sett led in Dorchester, Mass. 
Deacon El ijah Strong was bo rn May 12th r776, and 
married Mary Robertson. He was a farmer, hot el keeper, 
and a deacon in the Presbyterian church at Ashland (then 
Windham ), where he died, October 3d 1826. H e was a 
man noted for his piety. His wife died at Elyria, Ohio, 
March 31st 1850. Mrs. Robertson's first husband, 
George Everlyn Merwin, was born in Durh am, Greene 
county, J anua ry 22d 1806, and married at Elyria, Ohio, 
April 22d 1837. He was a merchant th ere until 1859, 
when he removed to California, where he died, October 
27th 1869. After his death his widow return ed to New 
York State, and until her marriage to Colonel Robertson, 
she lived with her brother Dr. S. S. Strong at Saratoga. 
She was the yo ungest of the family. She had six bro th
ers and two sisters, all but one of whom lived to adult 
age, were marri ed, and all but two rais ed famili es. Her 
brother, Rev. Sylvester Sandford Strong, M. D., is the 
founder and proprietor of the celebrated Saratoga Springs 
Remedial Institute. 

By his first wife, Colonel Robertso n h ad three children: 
Loring A., born Novemb er 12th 1828, for a number of 
years in company with hi s father in the tanning business, 
and at the present tim e (1884) exte nsi vely engage d in the 
tanning business, and leather trade in New York city; 
James Henry, born March 5th 1833, died Jul y 29th 1858; 
and Minerva S., born Septem be r 20th r 835, living at 
home. 

EDWARD M. COLE. 

Edward M. Cole, son of Ahaz and Carolin e M. Cole, 
was born October 26th 1844, in the town of Conesville, 
Schohari e county, N. Y., where h e resided for ten yea rs. 
In 1854 his parents moved to Jo hnson Hollow, in the 
town of Roxbury, Delaware county, and in 1857 moved 
to Windham. 

The only school Mr. Cole attend ed was a district 
school, where he gained a common school edu cation. In 
r 862 he entered the office of the B/(Jomville Mirror, 
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Bloomville, N . Y., where he learned the "art preserva

tive" under the guidanc e of S. B. Champion , propri etor 
of the Mirror. H e was a member of the ll1irror staff 

· for upward of seven years. In 1861 Mr. Cole bought 
one-half interest" in the Windha m Journal, since when, 
with the exception of nin e months, he has edited and 
published the paper. 

He has been nominated for several offices in the coun
ty, but because of his desire to do justi ce to the public 
was defeated by small majorities . In his profession he 
has become eminent thro,1ghout the county, having en
gaged with great zeal in the controversy concerning the 
wrongs being done this county, and for this w:,s recog
nized as an able leader of public opinion. 

Mr. Cole has been and is still ready to strike at th e 
wrongs heaped upon the taxpayers by certain politicians, 
and they in return have fought hard against him. He is 
a stirring man and has accomplished a vast amount of 
good for the county by his determination to expose the 
manifold wrongs done the inhabitants of Greene. For 
this he has gained a host of friends as well as a few ene
mies. 

Mr. Cole was instrum ental in connecting Windham 
with the outside world by telegraphy, in building up a 
first class local paper, and in many other enterprises 
worthy of note. 

The Wi ndham Jou rn al, of which he is editor and pub
lisher, has a circul ation of over 1,200, and its subs crip
tion list is da ily increasing . It is ably edited and visits 
every State in the Union . 

Mr. Cole' s grandparents were among the early settlers 
of Schoharie county, from Ma55achusetts, and were well 
known . 

In the autumn of 1874, Mr. Cole married Jos ephin e 
M., daughter of H on. Steph en H. Keeler, of Bloom ville, 
N. Y., and by this union has two children, Keeler M . and 
Bessie Louis e. 

HENRY OSBORN. 

Henry Osborn was the tenth child of Nathan Osb orn, 
a native of Connec ticut, and a so ldier in the Revolut ion . 
In 1799, Nathan Osb orn, with his family, th en con sist ing 
of eight children, ca me to N orth Settlem ent , in th e pr es
e.nt town of Ashland, wh ere, on the 25th of No ve mber 
1803, Henry was born. On their arrival at their destina
tion, they built a log hous e, in which they resided three 
years, when th ey built a more capacious frame residenc e. 
This was burn ed in Dec ember 1804, and one of the chil
dren, eight years of age , w:cts so injured by the flames that 
he soon di ed . Th e family return ed to their original log 
dwelling, and soon the hous e was built in which the 
childhood and youth of Henry were passed. The same 
house, much remodelled, is now owned and occupied by 
Henry Cook. The common schools of that period af-

forded Mr . Osborn his only facilities for obtaining an 
education, but these he so utilized, that he was consid
ered a better scholar than most of his associates at that 
time. 

At the age of 20, or in 182 2, he, in company with an 
elder brother, Bennet Osborn, took up his residence in 
the present village of Windham, which then consisted of 
only five houses. He engaged in mercantile business, 
which he con tinued till 1836 . 

In 1840 he removed to Rensselaerville, where he was 
a merchant ti ll r848. He then bought a farm at Hunter, 
where he remained till 1864, when he removed to Toni
ca, LaSalle county, Illinois, where he was a wholesale 
coal dealer. On account of the health of his family, he 
returned to Windham, his present place of residence, in 
I 876. 

Mr. Osborn served eight years as a school inspector 
in Windham, and for several years was a magistrate in 
Hunter, but he has never been an office seeker. 

In 18r8 he became a member of the Presbyterian 
church of Windham, and in 1828 he was ordained a rul
ing elder by Rev. C. H. Goodrich, which position he has 
ever since held. Mr. Osborn's memory of the early de
velopment of this region is, in all respects, quite distinct. 

October 31st 1826, he was married by Rev. C. H. 
Goodrich to Sarah Loomis, a daughter of Oliver and 
Sarah Loomis, of Windham. 

They have had three children: Helen, who still resides 
with her parents; Austin Melvin, now a judge of the Su
preme Court of the State of New York; and Frances Re
becca, who died in infancy. 

Mr. Osborn, at the age of So, is in the enjoyment of 
robust health, and a clear intellect. Of bis 1:1 brothers 
and sisters, only one, a brother, survives. Mr. Osborn 
has been an invalid for 15 years. 

EDWIN BROCK E TT. 

Edwin Brockett, the son of Robert Brockett, was born 
in Durham in 1830. In 1855 he removed to Hensonville, 
where he en gag ed in mercantile business, which he con
tinu ed till 1870. In that ye ar he removed to Windham, 
wh ere he foll owed th e same business till 1881, when he 
retir ed, and was su ccee ded by his son, Charles Brockett, 
who continu ed the busin ess here. 

Mr. Brockett was appointed postmaster at Henson
ville in 1861, and served in that capacity till his removal 
to Windham. In 187 r be was ap pointed to the same of
fice in th e latter place, and he has held it to the present 
time . 

In 1855 h~ was married to Huldah Parsons, of Wind
ham, and th ey had three childr en. In 1871 he was 
again married, to Mrs. Henrietta Peck, of Windham, a 
granddaughter of Judge Buell, and a daughter of Judge 
Goslee. They have one child. 








