
.. .. 

DURHAM. 

By J. G. BORTHWICK. 

T HE TERRITORY now known as DLirham was 
formerly included within the boundaries of Al
bany county. 

It belonged to the district of Coxsackie, as organized 
in 1772. In 1788, this district was formed into a distinct 
town, retaining the original name, Coxsackie. March 
8th 1790, the town of Coxsackie was divided into two 
nearly equal sections, by a line running north and south, 
near and east of the villages of Greenville, Freehold and 
Woodstock . The eastern division retained the original 
name, Coxsackie, while the western portion of the town 
was organized as the town of Freehold . The following 
is a copy of the original act of the Legislature by which 
the town was constituted: 

"From and after the first Monday in April next, all that part of 
the town of Coxsackie, in the Couuty of Albany, which lies west of 
Coeyman's Confirmation , and a fourth line to be drawn from the south
west corner thereof to the south bounds of the said town, shall be, and 
become, and is hereby erected into a distinct and separate town by the 
naine of Freehold, and the first Town Meeting- of the inhabitants of the 
said town shall be held at the dwelling house now occupied by *Stephen 
Platt in the said town." 

It is supposed that the name Freehold was suggested 
by the settlers, for the reason that they supposed that 
there were no other claimants for the soil, and that they 
were free to hold as much land as they chose, so long 
as they did not interfere with the claims of their neigh
bors. Others, however, think that it was named Freehold 
from the village of that name then in the town. That 
village received its name from the fact that it was situ
ated in a section of l,rnd between two patents, and was 
therefore a freehold. The latter theory is probably the 

correct one. 
The town of Freehold, as thus constituted, was very 

extensive.f It included not only the whole of the 
present town of Durham, but large portions of each of 
the existing towns of Greenville, Cairo, Windham, Ash-

*Stephen Platt lived in the village of Freehold where C. W. Jennings 
now resides. 

tlt is the opinion of the writer that the whole of the present towns 
of Windham, Ashland and Prattsville were included within the limits of 
Freehold; and that the southern boundary of those towns, together 
with the southwestern boundary of the towns of Cairo and Catskill 
(excepting a small tract at PalenvilleJ, constituted the boundary line 
between the counties of Albany and Ulster_ 

land, and Prattsville in Greene county, and nearly the 
whole of the town of Conesville in Schoharie county. 
The boundaries between the counties of those early days 
are very difficult to trace; and ;i.s Albany county at that 
time embraced large portions of each of the counties of 
Delaware and Schoharie, it is quite probable that the 
western limits of Freehold were several miles beyond the 
Schoharie Creek, and included several square miles in 
each of the above counties. In the southern part of the 
town, the village of Acra and perhaps the villages of 
Windham, Ashland and Pr;ittsville were included, with 
nearly the whole of those towns. 

This immense township must hav,-: contained at least 
150,000 acres of land. With the exception of a few settle
ments in the present tuwn of Greenville, and along the 
valleys of the Manor Kill, the Batavia Kill, and Katskill, 
it was a wilderness in which the wolf, panther, bear, deer, 
fox, and wild-cat roamed in almost undisturbed security. 
It was heavily wooded ~ith ash, basswood, beech, birch, 
buttonwood, chestnut, elm, hemlock, hickory, ironwood, 
maple, oak, pine, and whitewood timber. 

The laying out and construction of roads in such a 
wilderness is a very difficult task. The following are the 
names of those who were commissioners of highways in 
the town of Freehold during the 15 years of its existence 
under that name: Ebenezer Barker, Ephraim Darby, 
Captain Peter Curtis, Daniel Brown, Captain Asahel 
Jones, Deacon Joseph Hart, Oliver Trowbridge, Rufus 
Dodge, Jared Smith, Captain John Bagley, JOSiah Hol
lister, Seth Akins, Silas Lewis, Isaac Haight, Elon Nor
ton, Deacon David Baldw111, Jonathan Nickerson, John 
Lane, Esq., Henry Talmage, Captain John Newell, 
Francis Wilcox, Obed Hervey, and Moses Austin 

Esq. 
Upon the formation of the county of Greene, March 

25th 1800, Freehold became one of her townships. About 
this time the" Batavia country," as it was called, which 
was that section of the town south and west of the 
eastern range of the Catskill Mountains, was attached 
to the territory which had been received from Ulster 
county and organized as the town of Windham . 
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March 26th 1303 the to wns of Cairo and Greenvi ll e will become famous for the variety and quantity of fr uit 

wer e formed, each tak in g a slic e from Freehold. raised on her soi l. 
Mar ch 28th 1805, the name of the town was chan ged The climate is naturall y dr y and heal th ful, and, as the re 

to Durham. Many of th e early se ttlers came from D ur- are no swamps or mar shes of any ex tent, ir is entirely free 
ham in Connecticut, and from th e very first they had from malaria l infl uences. The air is remarkably pure and 

called their settlement New Durham. The name had strong , and its beneficial effects are eagerl y sought by 
continually gained favor with the people and was crowds of sum mer boarders from New York, Philadel

finally adopted by uni versal co nse nt as an appropriate phi a, and other places. The wate r of th e wells is gen
n ame for the town . erally hard, bu t very cold and pure, while that of the nu-

March 3d 1836, that sec tion of th e town no rth and m ero ns springs is no t only pure and cold, but soft, and 
west of the mountains was annexed to Schoharie county some of them are hi ghl y impregnated with sulphur. 

and organized as the town of Conesville; thus na med in 
honor of Rev. Jonathan Cone, who was at th at time the 

pastor of th e Presbyterian chur ch in Durham. 
The town of Durham is bound ed on th e north by the 

town of Rensselaerville, in Alba ny co unt y, on the east 
by the town of Greenville, on the south by the to wns of 
Cairo and Windham, and on the west by th e towns 
of Windham and Conesville. It is in form an irr egu lar 
square, having the southwestern corner cut off by the 

eas tern range of th e Catskill Mo unt ai ns, whi ch forms 
the bound ary between the towns of Durham and 
Windh am . The greatest d istanc e across the town from 

east to wes t is about nin e miles, and from north to sout h 
it is a little more than seven mil es. The town conta in s 

about 49 square miles or 3r,033 ac res of land; m uch of 
it of an exc ellent quality . According to the Sta te ce n
sus of" r 875 (which is much more reliable th an the 
Unit ed St a tes census of 1880 ), th e whole popt.!lati o n was 
2209, classified as follows: nat ive born , 2169; foreign 
born, 40; whites, 2199; colored, ro; males, 1068; females, 
1 r4r; alien, 1; married, 986; single, 1079; widowed, 144; 
above 90 years of age , 6; above So years, r 8. 

Agriculture is th e lead ing indu stry of the peopl e; some 

of th e statisti cs are as follows: number of ac res improved 
land, 25,643; number of farms conta inin g 100 acres an d 

over, 147; numb er of farms of all sizes from 3 acres to 
500, 304; acres plowed, 4,559; in pas tur e 8,182; in mead 
ow 8,412: tons of hay, 10,018; bushels of ba rl ey, 575; 

buckwheat, r r ,480; corn, r 3,030; oats, 36,569; rye, 1 2,6 r r; 

wheat, 553; beans, 173: potatoes, 10,633; appl es 33,74 7. 
Th ere we re 693 hors es, 1,380 cows , 2,543 shee p, and 
1,"1 I7 swine k ept. In the number of improved acres of 
land , lrn she ls of ba rley, b uck wheat, spr in g wheat, grass 
seed and beans raised , and in the number of sheep and 
~wine kept, and in the value of farm stock D urh am is 
the banner town of th e cou nt y. 

The composit ion of th e soi l along the slopes of the 
mount ains is red slat e sh ale, and 1s well adapted to the 
production of whe a t, rye, corn , oats, bu ckw heat, potatoes, 
and pasturag e ; while in th e va lleys, and upo n th e lower 

hills, in which the town abounds, there is found a great 
variety of soil, including clay, cla yey loam, muc k, grave l, 
and sandy loa m. Exce llent crops of hay and grain of all 

kinds are raised. Cons ider ab le atten tion is given to the 

raising of fruit for which the soi l and climate are wel l 
adap ted ; th e g reat hin drance to the enl arge d develop
m ent of this industry is the entir e lack of ra ilroa d co m
munication. Whenever this want is supplied, the tow n 

THE MOUNTAINS . 

T he natu ral scenery is varied; from all par ts of the 

town, th e noble Ca tskills a re plainly visible . Th ese mou n
ta in s form the entire western boundary, and the view from 
an y point in the wh ole chain is imp ressi vely grand ; espe
cially that from Mount Pisgah and High Peal<. Moun t 
Pisgah is in the angle of the western boundary, about one 
and one-half mi le s from th e northwe stern corner of the 

town. Its northern slope is in the to wn of Cones vi lle, 
Schoharie coun ty, and its southern and western slope s 
belon g to th e tow n of W in dham. It rises to the heig ht 

of 2,900 fee t, and is crowned by a summer hotel and 
tow er, from wh ich the cities of Alba ny and Hudson, and 

numerous villag es besides , can be seen . It is said that 

the view includes portions of five States: New York , Co n-
ne ct icut, Massach usetts, Vermont and New Hampshi re; 
th e W h ite Mounta in s of th e latter State bei ng visible by 
me ans of a glass, wl1en the air is c lear. There is a fa . 
rnous spring on the eastern declivity o f the mountai n, 
which , on account of the low tem perature of its wate r, is 
called Cold Spr in g. Mount Hayden is near and sou th 

east of Mount P isgah. It is 2,775 feet in height, and is 
we ll wooded to the very top. It is more like a ridge tha n 
a mount ain, and is not often visited by tour ists. Betwee n 
th ese two mounta in s th e road lead in g from Durham to 
Windham crosses through Blakes le y's Notch, which gives 

a very comfo rtable grade across the range. 
G in seng Moun tain is the name given to a lon g ridg e 

lying southeast of Mo unt Hayd en . It is several hundn:: d 
feet lower than either of th e mounta in s just described, 
and extends fro m Mount Hayden to B utt' s Notch; an
other cross ing provid ed by nature, through whi ch th e 
Wi ndham Turnpike passes, has an exce llent grade. T hi s 
G in seng Mounta in is div ided into two separate ridges by 
th e Jennie No tch, a sharp, deep cut in the mounta in , 
whi ch abounds in wild scenery. Latterly the easte rn 
portion of this rid ge has been called Mount Zoar, wh ile 
tb e western por tion b as retained the name of Ginse ng 

Mo un tain . 
So uth east of Mo unt Zoar, High Peak raises its lof ty 

hea d to the heig ht of 3,500 feet. It is sometimes calle d 
Windh am High Peak, to distinguish it from a mountai n 
of the same na me in the tow n of H unt er. The tow n 

lin e, as sur veye d by David Bald win in 1806 , passes di
re ct ly over the to p of thi s mountain . There is a sma ll 
nat u ral open in g in th e forest on the summit, in which is 
built a lodging -hou se and a tower. T he view from th is 
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mountain is very fine; not quite so extended in all direc

tions as that of Mount Pisgal1 , but it gives the impres
sion of great height; and a more distinct view of the val
ley of the Hudson is obtained here than from Mount 
Pisgah. 

THE STREAMS. 

The eastern declivity of the mountains is rocky and 
steep, while from their foot, the land slopes gradually 
to the banks of the Katskill Creek, which flows in a 
southeasterly course through the easterly part of the 
town, and forms a portion of its eastern boundary. It 
receives the waters of every stream that rises or flows 
through the town. East of the Katskill the land slopes 
toward the west and south, thus sending all its waters 
into its channel. Saybrook Creek is the largest affluent 
the Katskill receives from the east. It rises in the town 
of Rensselaerville, supplies an immense reservoir there, 
and furnishes excellent water power for nine or ten mill, 
of various kinds before it reaches the Katski!L It re
ceived its name from the first settlers, many of whom 
came from Saybrook, Connecticut. It is sometimes 
called the Ten Mile Creek. The scenery near the source 
of this stream is very wild and romantic. 

There are three considerable streams flowing into the 
Katskill from the west. The first as we proceed up the 
valley is the Bowery Creek, a very appropriate name for 
it, as much of its course, especially below Centreville, is 
a meandering one through bowers of trees and willow 
bushes. The name (Bowery) however is of Dutch origin, 
and signifies a farm or meadow. It has its source in 
several springs on the eastern slope of High Peak, some 
of which are in the town of Cairo. One of its branches 
(that which passes through South Durham) forms a por
tion of the boundary line between the towns of Cairo and 
Durham. 

Bowery Creek crosses the Durham Turnpike at the 
Locust Shade Honse, and empties into the Katskill near 
the fording place, ancl about half way between the vil
lages of East Durham and Freehold. It becomes a roar 
ing torrent in the time of high water. 

On one occasion, Dr. Reed, then of East Durham, at 
tempted to drive through the stream. His horse and 
wagon were swept down by the force of the current, and 
were lost while he barely escaped with his life . The 
scenery of Bowery Creek, while not as wild and impres
sive as that of sorne other streams emptying into the 
Katskill, is quite attractive . There are several beautiful 
cascades in its three branches which unite at Centreville, 
while near the outlet of the stream there is quite an ex

tensive glen, Edgewood Glen. 
The next stream as we pass up the valley is the Thorp 

Creek, sometimes called Fall Creek. It received its 
name from Captain Aaron Thorp, who, in 1790, had a 
saw -mill near the turnpike bridge. Thorp Creek rises on 
the hills, south and west of Hervey Street; and, after re
ceiving the Cornwallsville Creek, and Post's Creek and 
other smaller streams, passes through East Durham, and 
empties into the Katskill about a mile below the village. 

It has in many places a rocky bed, and numerous falls 

from ro to 40 feet high. The falls near Harry Rocke
feller's are about 40 feet in height, and although the 
rocks are quite broken, and the stream passes over 
several little cascades in its descent, yet it is really one 
cataract. The ravine just below district school-house 
No. 3, is a wild, ro1mmtic place. The rocks here are red 
slate and are fully 40 feet high. The gorge at East Dur
ham is 50 feet deep, and the water near the grist-mill is 
very deep. Here one poor woman in the early history 
of the pbce lost her life. She was the wife of Joel 
Jewell. Among their children they had one unfortu
nate, who was of weak intellect. This son went out 
near the edge of this deep pool, and his mother, fearing 
that he might fall, went to his rescue; but in her efforts 
to save her son, she fell into the water and was drowned. 
A few years afterward, this son wandered away from 
the house, and although his father and the neighbors 
searched faithfully for him, he was not found. Several 
months after this, a hollow pine "stub" was cut down, 
and there in the interior of it, his remains were found. 
This hollow trunk was a famous resting place for chimney 
swallows, and it was supposed that he climbed to the 
top of the stnb to secure some young birds and, falling 
down inside, perished there. 

A man by the name of Vosdick rode off the rocks just 
below the grist-mill. He was a cattle buyer, and a com
parative stranger in the place. He came from Patroon 
Barker's (where Stephen Hedges now lives), in the even
ing, and it was thought that, seeing the lights in the 
houses on the opposite bank, and knowing nothing of 
the deep ravine before him, he plunged down the precipice 
to the rocks below. He was found lying partly under 
his horse, both dead . 

Thorp Creek has a large tributary emptying into it 
near East Durham. It is generally called Post's Creek, 
from Mr. Roswell (or as it is sometimes written Rozel) 
Post who built one of the first grist-mills of the town 
upon its banks. In early days it was called Heifer 
Creek, from the loss of a heifer by falling off the rocks 
near the stone bridge, where the Susquehanna Turnpike 
crosses its bed. The ~tream has but two branches; one 
taking its rise on Mount Hayden, and the other on the 
Ginseng Mountain, they unite their water on Johnson's 
Flats. The flats are about a mile long and one -fourth of 
a mile wide. The soil is natural meadow and is very 
productive. It is subject to frequent overflow, and the 
water is very clear and, in some places, seldom freezes in 
the winter. It is probable that this whole flat was once 
entirely covered with water, perhaps hundreds of years 
ago, with trees standing here and there in it. It is evi
dent that the beavers threw a darn across the stream, 
somewhere near Mrs . James Elliott's residence and that 
this fertile meadow was one vast beaver darn. Much of 
the soil gives evidence of having been washed down from 
the sides of the mountains, and there are now trunks of 
old trees in a remarkable state of preservation, lying 
buried two or three feet below the surface of the ground; 
and leaves of trees have been found deeply imbedded in 
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the soil, having lain there for years, centnrits perhaps, 

and yE't retaining their freshness in a remarkable de

gree. 
Just below these flats the stream descends very rapidly 

over the rocks near the grist-mill, and enters a wild, 

deep ravine called Shady Glen. This glc n is about one

half mile long, thickly wooded, with high, steep rocks or. 

one side, and high banks on the other. • It has many 

romantic features in its native wildness, and is much 

admired and oiten visited by summer boarders, picnic 
parties, and lovers of nature. There is a small cataract, 

a cave, two or three old mills, and other features of in

terest. 

There is yet one other considerable stream flowing into 

the Katskill from the west. It was at first called Saw

mill Creek, afterward it was known as Frink Creek, but 

now is universally known as Durham Creek. One of its 
sources is Cold Spring, on the side of Mount Pisgah. 

Another source is near \Nest Durham, and yet another is 

far up on the northern declivity of Mount Hayden. On 

this stream are two considerable falls. One, Saw-mill 
Falls, is a famous sheep-washing place, and the other, 

Bidwell's Falls, are 45 feet high, having a perpendicular 

rock fall that number of feet high and 30 feet wide. 
There is a fine table rock on the west bank, an old mill 

site, and Mrs. Bidwell's Tea cup, all of which are in

teresting to the curious. The falls are named in honor 

of Benjamin Bidwell, who was a pioneer in the town, and 
had a grist-mill there. 

Katskill Creek, whose ample channel receives all these 

streams (and many more besides ) , rises in Schoharie 
county, having its principal source near the Vlaie, about 

four miles nortbwest of Livingstonville. It is also fed by 

the waters of two fine lakes in Albany county. It runs 

about rr miles in a southeasterly course before it reaches 

the limits of Durbam, and continues in the same course 

for about 10 miles before it leaves it. Its general char 

acteristics are similar to the other streams in the town. 

THE GEOLOGICAL FORMATIONS. 

Tbe ge<;>logical formations of tbe town are not particu

larly striking. And yet to tbe man wbo, in the language 

of Sbakespeare, 
"Finds tongues in trees, books in the running- brooks, 

Sermons in stones, and good in everything,'' 

Tbere is much to interest and instruct. Some of the 

rocks and stones, even far up the sides of the mountains, 

reveal the action of water in the remote past. The rocks 

on the top of Mount Pisgah belong to the Katskill period 
of the Devonian age, and are known in geology as old 

red sandstone. Some of the stones are of volcanic origin, 

such as the trachytes, which must have been brought 

here in the glacial or drift period, as that kind of rock is 

not found here, in natural formation. Other stones are 

a conglomerate, popularly known as pudding stone. 

Some very peculiar shaped stones have been found, 
which apparently were worn by the action of water, but 

more likely they are a species of solidified day, and have 
received their form by a combination - of clay and car-

34 

bonate of lime. They are called cl ay stones. One 
specimen belonging (o Mr. H. P. Lacy, is a close rep

re;entation, of a horse's foot. Stones are often found 

having the imprint of var ious kinds of shells, a nd the 

trail of worms. Deep indentations caused apparently by 

rain drops, and many other curious formations arc found. 

Trunks of trees, found buried several feet below the sur

face, point to great changes in the formation of th e 

earth's crust; changes that took place ages ago. 

There are very few if any ores that are native to the 

soil. It is the 0pinion of many that iron and silver 

abound in the mountains, and some investigatio ns l1ave 

been made, but no satisfactory result re,1ched. There is 

a species of shale, much resembling coal, which has been 

discovered, but nothing of the genuine article has yet 

appeared . It is probable that ther e are min erals of value 
111 these mountains which will yet be utilized by man. 

INDIAN HISTORY. 

Durham has very little Indi:.in bistory. There is no 

reason to suppose that the mound builders, who have 
left their monuments in other portions of the country, 

ever resided here. There were roving bands of Indians 

who hunted in the mountains and roved through the 
forests, and who gave trouble to the early sett lers of the 

soil. Tbere was an Indian trail running th e who le 

length ot the valley of the Katskill, from Catski ll to 

Middleburg, and also a branch of thi s trail which left 

the valley somewhere near Oak Hill, and passed on over 
the mountains to the valley of the Schoharie, in the town 

of Conesville. Along these trail s the Catskill Ind ia ns 

and the Schoharie Indians, who li ved near Middleb ur g, 

and who were tributary to the Molnwks, passed and 

repassed, sometimes in friendship, but oftener 111 

hostility. 

There is an old burying ground on th e farm ow n ed by 

Ezra Cleveland, which goes by the name of the I ndian 

Burying Ground, and it is supposed that the Indians 
used it as such, especially as the settlers buried their 

dead elsewhere . 

During the war of the Revolution, the Mohawks be

came hostile to the settlers. Hendrick Plank who lived 

where Ezra Cleveland does, was tak en prisoner by them, 

and carried to Canada where he died . He and his family 
had previously occupied a clearing on the farm, built a 

house and barn, and put in a sowing of wheat. But the 

Indians becoming troubles<•me, they, with others, left the 
settlement and returned to the Inbogt. At harvest time 

he returned to secure his crop, but tbe Indians surprised 

him, burned his buildings and bore him away, a captive. 
His widow afterward married, and at the close of the war 

returned to the farm. 

For a long time after the close of the war, there were 

a few of the Indians who remained here, and occasionally 

some strolling members of other tribes passed through 

the valley. But they were a lazy, thievish race, and a 
terror to the community while they were here. But the 

last red man of the forest has long sinc e gone. It is the 

opinion of some people that a battle between hostil e 
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Indians once took place near Oak Hill, but there 1s no 

historical evidence to support that supposition. 

SETTLEMENT. 

The earliest reliable information concerning the early 
settlers of this town is found in several ancient leases and 
deeds, given by the agents of the patroon to the settlers. 
From these papers, it appears that, in the year 1767, 
Eliab Youmans was employed to survey several patents 
in this town as it is now constituted. He did not settle 
here, but he and his assistants were probably the first 
white men who ever spent the night in Durham. Mait
land's Patent, Stewart's Patent, and others were surveyed 
by him. 

The first actual settlement commenced within the bor
ders of the town was made at Oak Hill, by Lucas De 
Witt, John Plank, Hendrick Plank, and possibly a Mr. 
Egbertson, although it is quite probable that he did not 
arrive until about ten years later. Lucas De Witt jr. 
was the son of Lucas De Witt, wl10 lived in the town of 
Hurley, Ulster county. The family came from Holland, 
although originally they lived in France. Some of the 
ancient members of the family were civil engineers, and 
were employed by the government of Holland in the 
construction of those immense dykes by which a large 
portion of the country is reclaimed and protected from 
the encroachments of the sea. Their services were es
teemed so greatly, that the government of Holland caused 
a monument to be erected to their memory. This mon
ument was recently visited by an American lady who was 
travelling in that country. 

The exact date of this settlement cannot now be given: 
but it is certain that it was several years before the Re
volution-probably about 1770, or r772. Mention has 
already been made of Hendrick Plank, and the locat ion 
chosen by him. John Plank settled on the farm now 
owned by John A. Smith; and Lucas De Witt jr. took 
possession of the farm now owned by his grandson, Is
rael De Witt. His first house (a log building) occupied 
the plot of ground now used as a garden by his de
scendants. Of course, the first want of the settlers after 
the construction of their log houses for purposes of 
shelter and comfort, was bread, and the means by which 
it might be obtained . The forests abounded in game 
and nuts, and the streams abounded in trout and other 
fish, which gave them an abundance of food until a clear
ing could be made, and a crop of wheat and corn se
cured. For some time they were obliged to go to Catskill 
and Leeds to have their grain ground, until Mr. De Witt 
obtained a brge portable mill, somewhat like a large 
coffee-mill, with which they ground their wheat and corn 
by hand. In process of time he built a mill-dam near 
the upper bridge in Oak Hill, and, attaching this large 
hand-mill to the water power thus obtained, it became 

the first grist -mill in the town . 
This settlement was found to belong to a patent granted 

by George III., king of England, to Colonel Richard 
:vfaitland, who was a Scotch officer in the British army. 
This patent was granted June 23d 1767. The settlers 

were required to acknowledge the claims of Colonel 

Maitland, and to take leases of their farms of his ~x
ecutors; for it appears that at the date of those leases, 
May 3d 1774, Colonel Maitland was dead. His execu
tors were the Reverend John Ogilvie, William McAdam, 
William Bruce and Thomas Moncrief. 

By the terms of Mr. De Witt's lease, he was to pay a 
rent of "one ear of corn, and a proportion of the King's 
rent per year for five years;" and aft.er that the rent was 
to be£ 5 12s. per year. Th is being on I y two years be
fore the Revolution, it becomes an interesting inquiry
how many times did King George get his" proportion" 
of rent from these farms on Maitland's Patent? 

Mr. De Witt's lease also throws light upon another 
subject, and that is, the time which had elapsed since 
the commencement of the settlement. In that instru
ment it is stated that" Lucas De \Vitt jr., a yeoman from 
the Blue Mountains, was in actual possession of the 
farm;" and it also stated that the settlement was known 
as '' De Wittsburgh," proving that there were people 
enough and houses enough ,here to entitle it to recog
nition as a "burgh." Sometimes, however, it was called 
De Wittville. 

These early settlers were a hardy, industrious race, 
and, living at peace among themselves and with the few 
Indians who occasionally passed through the valley, we 
have every reason to believe that they were prosperous 
and happy. But in 1776 the war of the Revolution came 
on, the Indians became troublesome, the massacre of a 
family of whites at Shingle Kill took place, which greatly 
alarmed them, so that, fearing for the safety of their 
wives and little ones, they were led to abandon the set
tlement, and return to their friends in Ulster county. 
Thus ends the history of the first settlement in Durham . 

GENERAL SETTLEMENT. 

The town of Durham has a Revolutionary history, but 
it is a history mostly pertaining to the patriotic men who, 
at the close of the war, emigrated from other parts of 
the land and found homes here. At the conclusion of 
the war, probably in 1 782 (as the war was virtually closed 
by the surrender of Lord Cornwallis in October 1781), 
these settlers returned to their home in Oak Hill. They 
were quickly followed by a large number of emigrants 
from the valley of the H11dson, and from the New Eng
land States. These settlers, as a class, were a hardy, in
dustrious, patriotic, Christian people, and they soon 
made this " wilderness to blossom as the rose." 

It is purposed to treat of events in the general history 
of the town in chronological order, as far as possible. 

When Lucas De Witt reached his former home in Oak 
Hill, he recovered his grist-mill from the hollow log in 
which he had secreted it several years before, and it did 
service again until it was replaced by a more modern 
one built on the banks of the Katskill. The log house 
was also removed, and tl1e present one, now occupied by 
Israel De Witt, was built. It had a long roof on the 
front side extending over a wide stoop, as was the fash
ion in those days. He owned several slaves; but they 
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suffered none of th e miseries of Southern slavery. Th ey 
lived like members of his family, and were generally 
known by the family name . Hen ce we find the name s of 
Andrew De Witt, Jack De Witt, Peter De Witt, and Jude 
De Witt-the latter a faithful old female slave, whom 
Mr. D e Witt remembered very kind ly in bis will. His 
wife was Deborah, daughter of Abraham Persen, of the 
Inbogt; his sons wer e James (alias Cobus), Peter, and 
John (Deaco n John ). He is now repr ese nt ed here by 
Israel De Witt, bis grandson, and William F. De Witt, 
his great-grandson (who is a neph ew of Israel De Witt), 
and their families. 

Hendrick Plank, as has already been stated, was taken 
prisoner by the Indians and tak en to Canada, where he 
died . His widow marri ed Leonard Patrie, and they 
came and res ided on th e farm for many yea rs . Mrs. 
Patrie bas a granddaughter now living in the village of 
Schoharie-the widow Ter Bush. 

John Plank also returned to his borne in D e \Vitts
burgb, but hi s farm bas long since pa ssed out of the 
ownership of the family. The names of Jeremiah Plank, 
Peter Plank, Hendri ck Pla nk jr ., and Peter Plank jr . are 
also found, but non e of that name now rem ain in th e 
town. 

The Egbert so n family located on the farm now owned 
by Israel P . Utter. We have the names of Cornelius 
Egbertson and Maria Bushkirk, his wife, Egbert Egbert
son, Mr s. Rebecca E gbe rt son and Hannah Egbertson, 
th e wife of Deacon John De Witt. The family is now 
scatt ered over the co unt ry . 

Fredrick Gruysla er and Catrina, his wife, settled on the 
farm now owned by Francis De Frate, but must ha ve left 
the town quit e early in its hi stor y. 

Augustinu s Shue probably came to this to wn in 1782, 
and settled on tl1e flat lands n ea r th e Field hom estea d, 
and finally where William Baldwin lives. His wife was 
M aria M erk el. He also h eld slaves and was qu it e 
wealthy. He had, or claimed to have, a patent of several 
hundred acr es in the vicinit y and sold the right of soil 
to many of th e settlers. Roswell (or Ro ze l) Post, for in
stance, bou gh t his farm of him, for £1 6s. 5d. per acre. 
But many of the se ttlers res isted hi s c laim s, and the re
sult was th e commencement of a ted ious and cost ly 
liti ga tion in the Supreme Co urt, which result ed un favo r
ably for Mr. Shue . He finally sold his farm and left 
the town in quite reduced circumstances. He had a son, 
P eter Shu e, who lived where H. B. Kirtl and now do es. 
He, too, remo ved out of town, so that for man y yea rs, 
th ere ha ve been n o represe n ta tiv es o f this fam ily residing 
h ere. 

The next sett lement which was made in thi s tow n was 
by some Connecticut people, on Meeting-house Hill as 
it was called. The hill and the surrounding country 
was, for many yea rs, known as New Durham, so called 
from th e to wn of Durham, in Connecticut, fr om which 
th ese people came. In fac t, this part of th e town was 
called New Durham until 1805, when the name of the 
town was c hanged from F reehold to Durham . The ex
act date of the commencement of this settlement cannot 

now be given ; and, with one or two exceptions, rhe same 
remJrk h old s true with re gar d to the arrival of any given 
family who settled in this town in its early history. Our 
forefathers appea r to have b een too busy in the struggle, 
amid all th e privations of fronti er life, to mak e or pre
serve any recor d of their first exper iences her e. Aft er a 
careful in vestiga tion of the whole subject, an in ves tiga
tion which ha s b een continued fo r more than five years, 
we are of the opinion th at early in the sp ring of 1784 was 

the time. 
The general history of this county throws light upon 

this subject. It has been mentioned that a settlement 
was commenced at De Wittsburgh, now Oak Hill , early 
in the seve n ties ; th at upon th e breaking out of the Revo
lution ary war, that settlement was, for th e time be ing, 
aband oned. It has also been shown that a t th e close of 
hostilities, probably before peace was formally declared, 
these first settlers naturally turned their attention to their 
deserted homes. Hence, in a diary kept by one of the 
settlers on Mee ting-house Hill, is a refer ence to Mr. De 
Witt and to Mr. Shue, both of whom are spo ke n of as 
hav ing seed -wh ea t to se ll, showing th at they h ad be en 
h ere at least a sufficient leng th of tim e to raise a crop of 
that grain . It is evident that the Utt ers and the Pr atts, 
the Flow ers, the Bald wins, the Strongs, and the Merwins, 
who were evidently the first Yankees who settled in this 
town, were depe ndent upon their Dutch nei ghb or s for 
th eir seed-wheat. 

The hi story of th e n ation also throws light u po n this 
subject . Although Lord Cornwallis surr endere d in Oc
tober 1781, and there was ver y lit tle fighting after that; 
still, owing to the complicated sta te of affairs b etween 
Great Britain and France, our independence as a nation 
was no t recognized by Great Brita in until Septe mber 3d 
1783; a nd the army was no t disba nded until November 
3d o f th e sa me year. 

Our forefathers were int ensely loy al men ; many of 
them were soldiers in that grea t st ruggle for liberty , and 
we are assured that not one of th em for sook the sta ndard 
of th eir country to form sett lem en ts in this wilderness, so 
long as th at co untry ne ed ed their servi ces in th e field. 

A bri ef refe ren ce to th e condit ion of the co un try at 
large at th e close of th e war, will throw light upo n the 
mo ti ves of the people , which led to such a surpri sin g 
emigration from the older sections of th e countr y to the 
New West, as it was then considered. 

The governm ent was h eavi ly in debt, havin g bor rowed 
$8,000,000 of other na tions, bes ides the many mil
lions ($170,000,000 acco rd ing to Pa tt on's history ), wh ich 
she owed to h er fa ithful soldiery an d marine . The 
whol e energies of th e loy al peo ple had bee n given to the 
cause of lib erty, so that tr ade and manufacture s had 
been greatly neg lected; and, in th e lan guage of "Wil
lard's Hi stor y," written in 1828, " many of the inhabit
ant s were nearly d estitut e of cloth ing and the necessa ries 

of lif e." Ad d to tbis the burdensome taxes wbicb tbe 
govern men t was co mp ell ed to ass ess upon them, and we 
ca n see th at the di stre ss of th e people was gr eat. There
fore, urged by sheer necessity, many of the young men 
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from the older sections of the country emigrated to 
newer regions, even into the wildernesses, like Durham. 

It is exceedingly unfortunate that a historical record 
of the settlement of New Durham, together with the sub 
sequent history of the town, was not written by some 
able person, conversant with the men of those days. There 
is indeed, a memoir of Elihu W. Baldwin, D.D., who was 
a son of Jonathan Baldwin, one of the first settlers on 
the hill, written by Edwin F. Hatfield, D.D., which so 
far as its historical statements are concerned must be 
considered perfectly reliable. No doubt Dr. Hatfield 
obtained his information from Elihu Baldwin or from 
his father. 

He says: "Shortly after the termination of the war 
of the Revolution, they [Elihu's parents] emigrated to 
Greene county, beyond the Hudson River, in New York, 
where, with six other American and two Dutch families, 
ihey settled the town of New Durham in the wilderness ." 
Then, after speaking of their religious privations, Dr. 
Hatfield says: '' The next year added five families to 
their numbrr, and in the following year four more fam
ilies took up their abode among them." The date of this 
emigration is not given, but, speaking of the previous 
history of Elihu Baldwin's parents, he says that "they 
were married in r 782, that she removed to Durham, Con
necticut [she was a native of Saybrook], where they re
sided eighteen months." Then follows the statement of 
their emigration to this town, which makes it very clear 
that the date of the settlement should be 1784. 

It is interesting to think of these seven young men, 
who, leaving their homes in Durham, Connecticut,coming 
by !Joat to Catskill, and then with their knapsacks, mus
kets and axes, making their way on foot to this town, 
and, having chosen their location, commenced clearing 
away the forests on Meeting-house Hill. Who were these 
men? 

The names of all of them cannot be given with cer
tainty; but it is known that Jonathan Baldwin, Abie! 
Baldwin, Phineas Canfield , David Merwin, and Selah 
Strong were among the number. The latter, however, 
according to his diary, did not arrive at the settlement 
until August 27th 1784-sometime after his companions. 
Who the other two men were is unknown; but it is known 
that Daniel Merwin, John Canfield, John and David 
Cowles, Bill Torry, Curtis Baldwin, Augustus Pratt, 
Jairus Wilcox, and Francis, his son, Daniel Kirtland, 
John Hull, Ebenezer and Stephen Tibbals, Jesse Rose, 
Eliakirn Strong, Timothy Munger, Jairus Chittenden, 
Henry Hendrickson, Adijah Dewey, a Mr. Hurd, and 
probably many others whose names cannot at this time 
be ascertained, were among those who came and settled 
in New Durham during ti1e first few years of its 

history. 
Meeting -house Hill is one of the highest of a series of 

foot hills lying near the base of the Catskills. It has 
Canfield Hill to the northeast and Rose Hill to the 
southeast of it. It is about 200 feet higher than the val
ley north of it, and about r,roo feet · above tide. The 
ascent to the top is gradual, the land is smooth, and in 

early days it was very fertile. The view from the top 
extends in all directions and is very commanding. 

And yet it is strange, at first thought, that these men 
should come directly past the rich valley lands of the 
town of Catskill, and even the lower lands of East Dur
ham and Oak Hill, and settle on that hill. But it should 
be remembered that the best lands of Catskill and of 
Oak Hill had already been taken up, and as they were 
Yankees, they thought they could not raise wheat on the 
lower lands of East Durham-they must get up rn the 
world. The hill must have been thickly settled at one 
time. 

The settlement was called New Durham, and is men
tioned frequently in the ancient official papers of the town, 
Besides the many dwellings on this hill, there have been 
two meeting houses, at least one school-house, a black
smith shop, a store, and public roads passing over it 
from the four points of the compass. Now, while the 
whole hill is used as farming lands, there is not a build
ing upon it, except at the eastern extreme, where Curtis 
Osborn lives; and excepting the road passing Mr. Os
born's house, the only road approaching it is a private 
farm road. There is also a "silent city of the dead," on 
the top of the hill, which, like many other sacred spots, is 
sadly neglected. 

The spring of 1785 saw these hardy men and their 
faithful wives engaged in hewing out their fortunes at 
New Durham. In the process of time, the hill became 
too small for them. Only Jonathan Baldwin and Selah 
Strong remained permanently upon it. 

Jonathan and Abie! Baldwin were brothers, and be
longed to a family of eight children, all of whom eventu
ally settled in this town. They also had eight cousins 
of the same name who settled here. In fact there were 
more of the Baldwin name among the early settlers than 
any other; and it is a wonder that the town was not 
named Baldwin, and the settlement on the hill Baldwin
ville. The history of the Baldwin family can be readily 
traced back to Joseph Baldwin, who with his brothers 
Nathaniel and Timothy, emigrated to this country from 
England in r639, and settled in Milford, Connecticut. 
Many of the descendants of these Baldwins have been 
eminent men. John C. Baldwin, of Orange, New Jersey, 
was a princely giver to the cause of benevolence, and his 
brother Henry P., was in r872, Governor of the State of 
Michigan, and afterward United States Senator from 
that State. These were descendants of Nathaniel Bald

wm. 
Joseph's descendants also rank among the eminent 

men of the land. Three ministers of the gospel, one 
president of a college, one foreign missionary, besides 
elders, deacons, lawyers, judges, principals, writers, 
authors, and soldiers and officers who participated in all 
the wars of this country-these positions, and many more 
besides, have been filled by members of this family. 
And in England the family was noted. In r545, Sir John 
Baldwin died at Aylesbury, Bucks county, England. He 
was chief justice of the Court of Common Pleas, and a 
very wealthy man. He is thought to be the uncle of 
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Richard Baldwin, the grandfather of Nathaniel, Timothy, 
and Joseph, who came to this country in 1639. Their 
father's name also wa;, Richard. 

Students of ancient history are familiar with the fact 
that the name Baldwin was applied to five successive 
kings of Jerusalem after the capture of that city by the 
Crusaders, in the year 11 ro. After the conquest of Eng
land, in 1066, by the Normans under William the 
Conqueror, the name occurs frequently in that country; 
it originated, however, in Flanders, as early as the year 
864. That was long before surnames came into use. 
The first earl of Flanders was called Baldwi 'h I., and so 
on in succession, we find the name until we reach Bald
win IX., who became emperor of Constantinople in 
1204 . 

Jonathan Baldwin was born in 1758, married Submit, 
the youngest daughter of Deacon Christopher Lord, 
came to New Durham in 1784, and settled on the farm 
now occupied by Curtis Osborn. In r816, he sold the 
farm to Hezekiah Baldwin, his cousin, and removed to 
Atwater, Ohio, where he died in 1843. His wife died 
there in 1855, aged 91. They had six children, one of 
whom, Elihu W., was a graduate of Yale College, became 
a reverend, a D.D., and at the time of his rleath in 1840, 
he was president of Wabash College, at CrawfordsYille, 
Indiana. Nearly all of Deacon Jonathan's descendants 
live in Ohio. 

Abie! Baldwin, his brother, eventually settled on the 
farm recently occupied by the late John Peck. The 
house stood 50 or 60 rods north of the present one. His 
first wife was Eunice Coe, and his second, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Sandford, of New Haven. He was a reverend, soldier, 
and a pensioner. He died in 1847, aged 85 years. He 
had eight children-one son, Johnson, became a Congre
gational minister. He has a grandson, Johnson H., who 
is an eminent lawyer, in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania . There 
are no representatives of this family now living in this 
town. 

Phineas Canfield settled on Canfield Hill, where 0. W. 
Moore now resides. He at one time owned the grist
mill, situated on the Katskill Creek, near Francis De 
Fratie's. He died in the year 1800, comparatively young . 
None of his descendants remain. 

He had a brother John, but none of his family live 
here now. 

David Merwin, after residing on the hill a short time, 
settled on the farm now occupied by H. P . Lacy. About 
the year 1831, he sold or exchanged his farm for 1,000 
acres of land in Ohio, and removed there, where he died 
not many years after. One of his children, Nancy, 
married David Cowles jr., of Durham village. Mrs. An
son P. Hull and her sisters are granddaughters of David 
Merwin by this marriage. 

Selah Strong was born January 6th 1759, and married 
"Eunice Baldwin. He was the son of Eliakim Strong, 
who was a lieutenant in the French and Indian war of 
1755. He lived on the hill until 1798, when he bought 
the farm now occupied by Horace Strong, where he died 
in 1837. He had eight children, and his second son, 

Elijab 1 was said to be the first child born in the settle
ment. His third son, Lyman, was an elder in the church, 
and was much respected. Salmon, the fourth son, was a 
graduate of Williams' College, became :i. reverend, and 
was the father of Addison K. Strong, D. D ., of Wiscon
sm. Anna, his eldest daughter, married Elizur I-lull, and 
became the faithful mother of nine children. 

Eliakim Strong, the father of Selah, also came to this 
town some time after, and lived on the north bank of 
the Katskill, at the ford where the road passing Abie! 
Baldwin's (as it then was), crossed the stream. The land 
is now a part of Israel De Witt's farm. He was one of 
the original members of the Presbyterian church in this 
town. He died in the year 1800. 

The history of this family can be traced back through 
eleven generations, to the year 1545. They lived in 
Shropshire county, England. John Stron_g immigrated 
to this country in 1630, and settled in Dorchester, Mas
sachusetts. He lived in several other places, and died at 
the age of 94, at Northampton, Massachusetts. He had, 
up to the time of his death, 165 descendants; 18 children, 
114 grandchildren, and 33 great-grandchildren. 

The family name is now represented in this town by 
Miss Harriet Strong, Horace Strong, and his family; 
and, besides, another family of the same name, whose 
ancestor came in later. 

This completes the personal history of the pioneers in 
New Durham settlement as far as can be ascertained. 
They endured great privations, and sometimes suffered 
for want of necessary food. Mr. Strong, in his diary, 
speaks of catching pigeons, and the failure sometimes 
attending his efforts in that direction; and, September 
22d 1784, he says: "Provisions are very scarce here." 
This, no doubt, led some of them to return to Con
necticut for the winter. But in the following spring 
(1785) they came back again, bringing their wives 
with them. From this settlement on Meeting-house 
Hill there issued streams of blessing which reached 
and effrcted not only the whole town, but whose in
fluence will be felt by generations yet unborn. There 
were other Baldwins and Strongs who afterward settled 
here, of whom mention will be made elsewhere . 

The region of country about East Durham was 
settled mostly by families from Cheshire and other 
places near New Haven, Connecticut, with a sprinkling 
of Dutch families from the valley of the Hudson. They 
were an active, enterprising race and were known as 
"Cheshire cats." They came here in 1784 and 1785. 
We are inriebted to Robert Hotchkiss (now deceased ), 
who was an estimable citizen of East Durham, for the 
following history of the early settlement of that neigh
borhood . 

John Bagley settled on the farm now owned by John 
Morehouse. Upon the formation of a company of militia 
in this part of the town, he was chosen their captain . 

He built the first grist-mill in this part of the town. It 
was on Thorp Creek, about a mile west of East Durham 
and one-half mile north of his house. 

Cutting Bagley settled on the adjoining farm, west. 
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He was the grandfather of Harry Bagley, a re:;peckd 

citizen of the village of Freehold. 
Barnard Bagley first lived on the farm now occupied 

by Abram Smith. These Bagleys are relatives of Ex-Gov
ernor Bagley of Michigan. 

Robert Hotchkiss lived on the farm now occupied by 
Charles P . Miller, and Samuel Hotchkiss occupied th e 
farm of Amos Rockefeller. 

George Hotchkiss was ~he father of Robert Hotchkiss 
jr., and lived on the farm previously occupied by Barnard 
Bagley. 

David Tyler occupied the J . W. Slater place; Elisha 
Tyler lived where D . S. Jones now resides; and Phineas 
Tyler lived on the adjoining farm directly west. He 
succeeded John Bagley as captain of militia and the 
first training ever held in East Durham was held on his 

farm. 
Joel Lindsley lived at the" Locust Shade House," 

while the farm occupied hy William Ecklor was settled 
by Mr . Ecklar, one of his ancestors . 

Captain William Evory seems to have lived at one 
time on the farm now occupied by William Wetmore and 
also where Lyman Rickerson now lives . 

Ichabod Olmsted, the ancestor of the Olmsted family, 
came from Canaan, Connecticut, and bought 200 acres 

- of a Mr. Proctor for $3 per acre. He brought his pro
visions, a gun and an ax, and cleared up the farm now 
occupied by his grandson of the same name . He 
reached the great age of 95 years. 

In the neighborhood of Centreville, there was a family 
of Barkers who settled on the farm now occupied by 
Fletcher Rogers. They were no relation to the patroon 

of that name . 
In Centr~ville are found the names of John Howell 

and Jeremiah White, ,who were partners in tanning 
leather and in making shoes . Gillamore Rickerson and 
Ebenezer Brocket also settled here, but perhaps later 

than 1785 . 
There are other names in the old records, but their 

history is unkno wn; such as Van Loan, Ackerly, Moses 
Cory, Samuel Judson, William Earl, and Michael Webs

ter. 
Crossing to the east bank of the Katskill, there were 

a few settlers as early as 1784-5. Captain Elia kim 
Stannard, born in Connecticut, August 31st 1752, mar
ried Bathiah Kelsey, and in 1785 he came to this town 
and lived on the farm now occupied by Clark, his grand
son . He was a Revolutionary soldier, and upon the 
formation of a company of light infantry in this town he 
became its captain. He died in 1838, and had nine chil
dren. Of his sons, Silas was a soldier in the war of 18 r 2, 

and Lyman was supervisor of his town . 
Ransom, a son of Lyman occupies the homestead of 

his father and is a succ essful farmer. He gives sp ecial 
prominence to fruit-raising for which his farm is well 

adapted. 
Grovenor, son of Silas, was engaged in public works for 

ten years, was commissioner of highways nine years and 
is now successfully engaged in farming near Centreville. 

Clark occupies his grandfather's old farm, formerly oc
cupied by Josiah his father. He has a good farm and is 
a good farmer. There are many other representatives of 
this family in the town and all are excellent people . 

Deacon George Wright, one of the first settlers of 
Wright Street, came from Saybrook, Connecticut, and 
settled on the farm recently occupied by Silas Wright, his 
grandson . He was a Revolutionary soldier. His family 
representatives are found in nearly every State of the 
Union. Bradford and Anson B. are grandsons still living 
in ·wright Street . Both of them :i.re farmers and are 
much respected . 

Anson B. has held the office of commissioner of high
ways several terms. He is a strong friend of temperance 
and of political reform. 

Oliver Wright is a man of intellectual force. He has 
served his town as commissioner of excise . He is the 
son of James, and grandson of Deacon George. There 
are other representatives of this family living here. The 
family is very influential in the town. 

Philip Moore and Maria, his wife, were natives of 
Germany, and immigrated to this country, and settled 
first in Dutchess county, from whence they came and lo
cated on the Moore farm, now owned by L. Sherrill. 
They had four sons: William, Jacob, John, and Edward. 
Jacob was the father of Ransom and Ezra, and Edward 
was the father of Madison Moore All of them are 
thrifty farmers, living in the vicinity of Wright Street. 

John Showerman was an early settler here . He had 
four sons: Peter, Andrus, Tunis, and John . 

There was a family of Benjamins who settled in 
Wright Street and in Saybrook, but they are now only 
represented through intermarriage with other families. 
Silas and Lyman Stannard married into this family
daughters of Daniel and Richard Benjamin. The latter 
built the present Abrams House at Hamburg, alias Say
brook, and kept a hotel there. On one occasion, a com
pany of young people from the other side of Saybrook 
Creek spent the evening at Mr. Benjamin's. They came 
on foot, crossing the creek in a small boat . Joseph 
Wright,'' for the fun of it," went and cut a hole through 
the bottom of their boat, and fitted a piece of board so 
nicely that the boat did not leak. To this board he at
tached a strong cord about twenty feet long (letting it 
run under the boat), and fastened the other end to the 
tie stake on shore. When the party broke np, they 
stepped into the boat and launched forth; but they soon 
found themselves at the" end of their rope," the water 
came rushing in, and, "with screams and wet feet, they 
made a hasty retreat." 

It is impossible at this late day to give the names of 
all the early settlers of this town, neither is it considered 
necessary, and yet there were men who gave shape to 
every interest of the town and whose memories should 
be embalmed in the records of history. 

James Utter sen., a native of Saybrook, Connecticut, 
came here in the summer of I 783, and settled on Say
brook Hill. The farm was until recently owned by 
Addison Utter, his grandson. He cleared a piece of 
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ground, built a hut, and sowed a little wheat. He spent Oak Hill. He was a clothier by trade. He also owned 
the winter in Connecticut, and in the spring of 1784, he a saw-mill connected with the dye-house and fulling-mill, 
brought his wife, Hannah Spencer, and their eldest child, He was justice of the peace for several years. He died 
on horseback, he walking all the way by her side, and in 1827 aged 86 years. He had ten children. Abner, his 
began settlement. They were accompanied by Captain eldest son, succeeded him not only in his business, but 
Jonathan Pratt and Abigail, his brother. It is said that was also a justice of the peace, town clerk, and supervi
Mrs. Utter became so homesick the first year, that she sor. Jervis, another son, was an intellectual man and a 
went back to Connecticut on horseback, carrying her great musiciari. He was also a man of method in his 
children in her arms. She burned out the upright end of farming operations. His son Ambrose now occupies his 
a log in such a way as to make a very respectable mortar father's homestead, and inherits his virtues. He is spe
of it, in which she pounded corn for family use. Mr. cially fond of music, and possesses remarkable skill in 
Utter was a Revolutionary soldier, and was much re- playing the flute, the fife, and the clarionet. He is the only 
spected. They had six children, and the family is quite grandson of George Flower sen. who now lives in the 
largely represented and much respected in the town. town. Mrs. Roxie Fordham, Miss Maria Flower, and 

Israel P. Utter is a grandson of James Utter sen., and Mrs. Lucinda Henderson, daughter of George Flower 
is now (£884) the supervisor of the town, being first sen., are now living in Oak Hill, and are much respected. 
elected in 1882. He has a fine large farm and is a sue- They are all in the eighties of life. There is one grand
cessful business man. son, Roswell Flower, who is a wealthy business man of 

Addison Utter, brother of Israel P., lives in 'East Dur- New York city, and recently represented his district in 
ham and carries on an extensive milling interest, both in 
lumber and in grain-grinding. 

James L. Utter, son of Isaac Utter, and great-grand
son of James Utter sen., is a well-to-do farmer living near 
Oak Hill. His farm buildings and the farm itself indicate 
first class management. 

Isaac Utter Tripp, another great-grandson is a prom
inent merchant in Oak Hill. He succeeds his father 
Alfred Tripp in that business, and in the general man
agement of the farm. 

Captain Jonathan Pratt and Abijah Pratt sen. came 
from Saybrook, Connecticut, and settled on Saybrook 
Hill, a little north of James Utter's. Captain Pratt com
manded a company of Connecticut soldiers in the Revo
lution. He was a very energetic man. On one occasion 
he had received quite a sum of money from Connecticut, 
and was on his way home, when, going up the road east 
of Oak Hill, it being after dark, a man sprang out of the 
thicket by the roadside, and demanded his money. The 
Captain bounded out of his wagon, anJ applied his 
"Blacksnake" whip so vigorously, that the cowardly ras
cal ran for dear life. The Captain's descendants now 
reside in Schoharie county, and in Michigan. 

His brother, Abijah Pratt sen. married Priscilla Ship
man, and settled on the farm now occupied by Ezra P. 
Pratt, his grandson. His son, Abijah, jr., married a 
niece of Colonel Ezra Post, and settled near by. The 
descendants of this family are quite numerous: they are 
represented not only in this town, but in many of the 
towns and States throughout the country. 

Electus A. Pratt, a grandson of Abijah Pratt sen ., was 
a captain in the late civil war, and lost an arm in a skir
mish at Darbytown, Virginia. Upon his recovery, he 
was favored with a position in the pay department at 
Washington. He has now relinquished that, and is en
gaged in business at Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

George Flower was born in 174r, married Roxaline 
Crowe, was a soldier in the Revolution, and, at its close 
he emigrated from New Hartford, Connecticut, and set
tled on the farm now owned by Mrs. L. Henderson at 

Congress. 
There were doubtless many others who settled in De 

Wittsburgh and its vicinity during the eighties of the 
last century. We find the names of Captain Sheldon 
Graham, Denis Spencer, William Edwards, Solomon 
Guild, Adoniram Skeels, Captain Hinman, Bela Strong 
jr., Oliver Bull, and Josiah Doane. 

Captain Hinman was a soldier in the French and 
Indian war of 1i55. He held the office of captain at 
that time, and was under the command of General Wash
ington at Braddock's defeat before Pittsburg, in July of 
that year. He also participated in the Revolutionary 
war. He and his family had suffered so much from the 
Indians, that he naturally felt a strong dislike to them. 
On one occasion he attended an " Indian show" in Oak 
Hill, and so excited did he become, that it was with dif
ficulty that he could be restrained from wreaking ven
geance upon them. He lived where Mrs . Harry Peck now 
does; but he moved to Ohio where he died. 

The first settler in the present village of Durham, was 
without doubt, Adijah Dewey. He built a log house in 
"Esquire Cowles'" front yard. This was the first hotei 
kept in the village. Some years later, probably about 
r820, he moved to Leeds. He is remembered by the old 
people as Major Dewey. Anna, his daughter, ma'rried 
Jairus Chittenden jr. Polly, another daughter, married 
Peter Elting. 

Timothy Munger was a soldier in the French and 
Indian war of q 55. He also settled near Major Dewey. 
He arrived November 4th 1784, and lived for a few 
years in a house that stood on the present site of W. R. 
Cowles' house .' Then he and Titus, his son, took up the 
farm now occupied by Bela l'vfonger, a son of Titus. The 
family representatives are Bela and his family, Lyman 
and his family, Mrs. Israel Brown of Durham, and Sylves
ter and family of Windham. 

It is probable that James Chapman settled in the vil
lage about this time. He lived on Dr. Cowles' farm. 
The present house, built by him, is said to be the oldest 
one in the village. It was his second. 
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Daniel Merwin was a brother of David Merwin, one 

of the" seven pioneers of New Durham ." He came the 
following year (1785;, and settled on the farm now occu
pied by Thaddeus Collins. The old log house stood 
near the present burying ground on that farm, but in 
time gave way to the present one, bui!t there at first by 
him, in 1790, but moved to its present location, in 
1812, by Benjamin Chapman. This house was said to 
be the first two-story hou se that was built in the town of 
Durham. The frame is of white oak and will last for 
generations to come. In 1808 he sold his farm and 
bought a smaller one, together with an interest in a saw
mill near the residence of Laurence Benton. 

Curtis Baldwin, a brother of Jonathan and Abie!, ar
rived in 1785, lived at first in the family of Selah Strong, 
married Polly Chittenden in 1789, and lived and died on 
the farm now occupied by Z. Brand. He and his brother s 
just mentioned were earnest Christian men, and were 
strong pillars in the clrnrch. He has one daughter (Mrs. 
Levi B. Gilbert), and she has two sons living in Albany. 
The oldest son , Professor J. H . Gilbert, is an author, and 
has been the principal of one of the city schools in Al
bany 28 years . 

Josiah Doane lived directly across the Katskill, oppo
site Brown 's mill. He had some knowledge of dentistry. 
On one occasion, after the country was quite fully set
tled, a company of young people were gathered together 
in the village of Durham, and, thinking to play a joke 
upon the" Doctor," they procured a sheep's head, and 
sent word to him that his services were needed" to pull 
some teeth." He arose from his bed and responded to 
their call, when they presented this head, saying," There 
are your teeth, Doctor." With the utmost coolness, he 
applied his turnkeys and pulled every tooth; then he 
made them pay him 2s cents for every tooth drawn, and 
left for home. 

Gideon Hulbert was one of the very early settlers of 
the town, although the date of his arrival cannot be given. 
He was born in Middlesex county, Connecticut. He died 
in 1835, and Sarah, his wife, died in 1841. His ten chil
dren are also dead . Asaph, one of his four sons, mar
ried Roxy Sage, and of their children, Sanford and David 
live in Catskill, and Levi ancl his sons occupy the old 
homestead. They are very prudent and very respectable 
people. They are influential members of the Methodist 

church. 
Ebenezer Tibbals was one of the original settlers, and 

lived where Mrs . A. P . Hull now resides; but his subse
quent history is not known . 

John and David Cowles, brothers, came to this town 
abdut the year 1786 . John settled on the farm now oc
cupied by Horace Strong: he finally sold it to Selah Strong 
and went to the northern part of the State. David lived 
at first on Horace Mabey's farm until finally he built the 
house still standing, about 60 rods east of George Pratt's. 
It is probably the oldest house in the town of Dunham. 
Here he and his wife (Eunice Payne) lived, and raised a 
large family of children. His youngest son was named 
Jonathan Bird, from perhaps the first missionary who 

ever preached the gospel here. He was born May 29th 

1799; attended the select schools taught by Professor 
Eaton and Reverend Salmon Strong; studied medicine 
with Dr. Halsey of Kortright, New York, and with 
Dr. Hamlin of Durham; rec:eived his diploma in 
182 r; and commenced practice in Stamford, New 
York, where he married Harriet, daughter of Judge Tru
man Beers. He afterward practiced in Roxbury, New 
York, and in 1842 he moved to his native town . He has 
been long known as a very skillful physician. In 1862 
he represented his county in the Legislature of the State 
-85th session. He now resides in New York city. 

Alanson Camp Cowles is a grandson of David Cowles, 
and a nephew of Doctor Cowles. He is a lawyer of ex
tensive practice and of excellent legal attainments. He 
studied with Almeron Marks of Durham, and com
menced practice in Ulster county; removed to Roxbury 
and from thence to Durham , where he is familiarly 
known as" Esquire Cowles." He has held the offices of 
justice of the peace and supervisor, in both Greene and 
Delaware counties. Cornelius, Hobart, and many others 
are representatives of this family. 

Augustus Pratt sen., w.i.s born in Durham, Connecti
cut, in 1751, and in or about 1786, he and Esther, his 
wife, established their home where George W. Pratt, 
their grandson, livts. He was a soldier of the Revolu
tion anci drew a pension of $3.oo per month. He was 
one of the original "nine" who constituted the First 
Presbyterian church of this town. He died in Dec em -
ber 1850 in his 100th year. The family representatives 
now in this town are Addison and George W., and their 
families. Henry Pratt, a grandson, was once colonel of 
the 49th regiment. 

Daniel Kirtland, sen., was a native of Durham county. 
He married Lovisa Lord, a sister of Jonathan Baldwin's 
wife. He lived on the farm now occupied by the farnlly 
of the late Orin Porter. He was a tanner and shoe
maker, as those two trades were generally united in those 
days. He pounded his tan-bark with an ax-that was 
before "bark stones," the predecessors of the modern 
bark-mills, were known. 0 f their eight children, Chris
topher married Rhoda Coe, sister of the late Deacon 
Coe , of West Durham, and Orlando Lord, their son, be
came a clergyman, and lived at Morristown, New Jersey . 
Roxiana became the second wife of Foster Morss, of 
Prattsville. Daniel married Huldah Stevens. They had 
seven children. One son, Daniel, married a daughter of 
Deacon Chapman. Amelia Caroline became the wife of 
Hon. Burton G. Morss, of Red Falls . He was the son 
of Foster Morss, above mentioned. So she married her 
uncle's son, and at the same time they were not related 
to each other. She was a very active Christian woman, 
and died a few years since, greatly lamented. Another 
son, Horace B., lives in Durham . He has been super
visor and deputy sheriff. He is very much respected. 

Jesse Rose lived on the Meeting-house Hill. He was 
the grave-digger for the settlers. His son James owned 
a farm on Rose Hill. Hence the name. 

John Hull was the son of Joseph and Sybil Hull, and 
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was born in Durham, Connecticut, November 18th r 7 56; 
Sally Baldwin, his wife, was born in the same town No
vember 2d 1765. In 01· about the year 1786, they came 
to this town and settled on the Van Wagoner farm. It 
is said that when he moved his goods from Catskill, he 
constructed a sort of dray from two strong poles, hitch
ing a horse between the front ends of these poles and 
letting the back ends drag on the ground. Upon th is 
dray he brought a barrel of pork and other articles need

ful for their family use. He was a very quiet, bashful 
man, and at the same time courageous in times of dan
ger. On one occasion a wolf came upon his sheep and 
he went to the rescue, and in some way managed to catch 
the wolf by the hind foot, and, breaking its leg across 
his knet', rescued his sheep. He, also, was one of the 
nine original members of the Presbyterian church, and, 
while he was not demonstrative, bis life was consistent 

with his profession. They had six children, five of whom 
lived to maturity. Anson died young. 

The descendants of this family have been very numer

ous and influential in the town. Two of the sons, Elizur 
and Luman, were industrious farmers, and each left large 
families. Lyman A. and David B., who were Elizur's 
sons, and Anson P., Luman's son, have passed away with
in a few years, greatly lamented. They held various 
offices of honor and trust in the town. They were all of 
them elders in the church. Anson and David were Sun
day -school superintendents, and Lyman was the teacher 
of the old ladies' Bible class. John and Dwight, sons 
of Elizur, are highly esteemed for their sterling worth. 
Theodore P ., son of Luman, is a merchant in Durham 
village. He is a good financier, and is a well read man. 
These are grandsons of John Hull sen . The granddaugh
ters, twenty in all, have thus far been an honor to thr 
family and a blessing to the world. 

by Edwin D. Elliott. His wife -.vas Elizabeth Shaft, and 
they had six children, one of whom, Ransom, was a dea

con in the Baptist church. Temperance nprried James 
Conklin, and lives in an honored old age in the villJge. 

Seymour, the youngest, lives near the old homestead . 
He is a dealer in stat ionery, etc. There are three grand

sons living in California. Other representatives of the 

family are found not only in Durham, but in many 
other places. Mr. Post sen., reached the age of 90 

years. 
Captain Jairus Chittenden, descended from an illus

trious family. Their history can be traced back to the 
year 1594 . \Villiam Chitt1onden was born in March of that 
year, and in 1639, he came to this country and settled in 
Guilford, Connecticut. He had previously served in the 
Netherlands in the thirty years' war, and attained to the 

rank of major. 
Among his descendants there have been two governors 

of Vermont, one register of the United States Treasury, 

and several members of Congress; among whom Hon. 
S. B. Chittenden was conspicuous in his devotion to the 
best interest of the land. 

Captain Jairus was the great-great-grandson of William 
Chittenden. He was born in Guilford, October, 17th 

r745, married Rebecca Hall, and in 1787, be came to 
this town and took up about 400 acres of land about a 
mile west of Durham village. Here he reared a large 

family and died in 1828. He also was a Revolutionary 
soldier. 

Leverett, his second child, and father of Leverett jr., 
was a major of the 49th regiment. He has two daugh
ters now living in town. He had one son, Alanson B . 
who was a minister in the Reformed church . 

Hervey was the youngest of this family, and the only 
one born in this town. He was colonel of the 49th regi-

Among the many descendants of John 
the third and fourth generation, Austin 
and Cowles are enterprising, successful 
Judson D. and Addison 0. are prominent 
the town. 

Hull sen ., in ment, and during the war of 1812, they were under 
L., David S .. marching orders, but were not called out . He was an 
farmers,· ancl elder and also deacon in the church. He married Sarah 
merchants in Pratt, and three of their children reached mature life. 

Orville H. was an eminent lawyer and held the office of 
Silas Hull was a brother of John Hull sen., but 

moved to Berkshire, Brobme county, long ago. 
he re- surrogate of Albany county. He was also judge advocate 

of the 31st and 37th brigades of New York infantry. He 
Lemuel Hotchkiss came from the same place in the 

land of steady habiu· and stood by the side of John Hull 
in the formation of the church and in upholding the 
right. He had three sons: Jason, Lemuel, and Henry, 
and he and they were blacksrniths. He lived in the 
village near the present dwelling of W . W. Burhans. He 
was quite prominent in the public affairs of the town. 
He died in 1802. 

His son Lemuel was very active as a public man, and 
in 1813 he was sheriff of the county. John. a grandson, 
died on the isthmus during the wonderful gold excite

ment following the year 1849. 
The family is now represented in this town by Benja

min C. Hotchkiss, a worthy farmer, and his family. 
Roswell (or as it is sometimes written Rozel) Post 

came to Greenville with his father, and in q87 he came 
to this town, and spent bis days on the farm now occupied 

35 

bas two sons living in St. Paul, Minnesota, one of whom 
is a lawyer of high standing. Judson H. became major . 
of the old 49th regiment, and was a progressive farmer. 
Louisa K. married Lyman A. Hull, and still resides in 
town, and is much respected. Horace K. is the only 
male representati ve of this family now remaining. 

There is another hmily of the same name who are dis-
tantly related, of whom Joel was the ancestor. They are 
now represented by Roscoe and Joel his son. They are · 
doing a good business in cabinet making and in general 
house furnishing . 

There was a family of Jewells who came here about 

the year 1787. Some of them lived in East Durham, 

and one of them, Joseph, settled on the farm now occu

pied by Mrs. James Elliott. In 1640, Thomas J ewe 11, 
the ancestor of this family lived in the same neighbor
hood with Henry Adams, who was the ancestor of John 
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Adams and John Quincy Adams, presidents or the United that have exerted so great or so good an influence in the 

States . This was at Mount Wollaston near Boston. town as the Smiths of Cornwallsville. 

Seven of this family served their country in the field. 
Up to this time, this town was simply a portion of a 

district, belonging to Albany county, and governed by 
the officials of that county. Probably the people here 
had little to do with affairs outside of their own neigh

borhood. But in March 1788, this district was organized 
as the town of Coxsackie. Meanwhile, the unsettled por

tions of the town were rapidly filled up with people from 

New England and New Jersey and the valley of the 
Hudson. 

Captain Asahel Jones was born in Hackettstown, New 

Jersey, in 17 53 . He came and settled on the farm now 
occupied by Alvin Jones, south of Hervey Street. This 

was in 1 788. The following winter was very severe, so 
that in the early part of the spring they were obliged to 

turn their cattle into the woods, to browse on the tender 
twigs of the trees, and finally they took the straw with 
which their beds were filled, and fed it to the starving 
creatures. In the Revolutionary war he commanded a 
company of New Jersey soldiers. After the town was 
organized he was commissioner of highways . He also 
kept a hotel on the Batavia road as it was then called. 

His death was hastened, as it was thought, by the bite of 
a mad dog . He had a son, Stevens, who was a surveyor, 
and he located the Windham Turnpike in its excellent 
grade over the mountains. Alvin Jones, Mrs. Paddock, 

and other descendants of the captain live near the home
stead . 

Deacon Obed Hervey was born in Putnam county, 
New York, in 1722 . From there he moved to North 
East, in Dutchess county, and, in 1788, he and Obed, his 
son, came to this town, and took up land west.of Hervey 

Street. He died in 1808. His son Obed was born in 
1756, and accompanied his father to this town. He was 
a splendid business man, built a carding machine, saw
mill, store, and blacksmith shop, and he and his father 
were the prime movers in the building of the church at 
Hervey Street. Deliverance Bell, a son of his, was gen
erally known as" Esquire Bell." He was not only a jus
tice of the peace, but, in 1845, he represented this county 
in the Legislature. His children, as well as their ances
tors, are eminent for their virtues. Very few of them, 
however, are now residents of the town. 

The genealogy of this family can be traced back to 

Sir William Hervey, who belonged to one of the families 
who left Normandy, and settled in Eniland in the elev
enth century, in the time of William the Conqueror. 
The ancient coat of arms is now in possession of the 

family. 
Thomas Smith was born in Haddam, Connecticut. He 

came to this town in 1788, and took up the farm now oc
cupied by Embury Strong . In his youth he was a sea
faring man, and became the commander of a vessel on 
the ocean. He went by the name of Captain Smith. He 
had seven children, and their descendants are very 
numerous and influential. Quite a number became 

preachers and teachers. In fact, there are few families 

Captain Daniel Cornwall, a Connecticut man, came and 
made the first settlement in Cornwallsville, about the year 
1788 . He lived on the farm now occupied by Benjamin 
Hubbard. He commanded a company in the Revolu

tion, and was a pensioner. He was 90 years old when he 
died, and Rachel, his wife, was ten years older than that 
when she died. 

David, his son, received fatal injuries in Mexico during 
an earthquake there . Amos and his descendants lived 

in Catskill. Helen married Hon. Lyman Tremain, who 
was without doubt one of the greatest men ever born in 

Durham. Another daughter married R . E. Austin Esq., 
of Catskill. 

There w«s a family of Percivals who lived in Corn
wallsville about this time. One of them, Elkanah, lived 
to a great age. His adopted daughter, Gertrude Ames, 
married William Pierce, of Durham village. 

Moses Austin was born in Wallingford, Connecticut, 

in r 768, and in r 789 he took up some land lately own~d 
by F. A. Strong, and in 1806 he removed to Cornwalls
ville, and built the house now occupied by Armenus 
Smith . He was a good business man, and became very 

wealthy . He was a judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas, and in 1819, he was elected to the Senate of this 
State, holding his office four years. Ten years later he 
was elected to the Assembly. He spent the evening of 

his life in Cairo, and died there in 1748. He was twice 
married. His second wife was a niece of General David 
Humphrey, who was a United States Minister to the 
Court of Spain and Portugal. 

He had a large family, one of whom, Elias B. in
herited the homestead, and was at one time elected 
supervisor of the town . The family is now largely rep
resented by descendants and relatives in this town, and 
also in Cairo and Windham . 

Captain Jairus Wilcox and Francis, his son, settled on 
the farm now occupied by Ezra Brown and son. The 
date of their arrival cannot be given. It may have been 
as early as 1785. It is possible that they were among 
the seven pioneers of New Dllrham. They were promi
nent men in the town. Lyman, the son of Francis, was 
an elder in the church . He inherited the farm, but 
afterward sold it and removed to Stamford, New York, 

where he died. 
C:aptain Charles Johnson was the son of Solomon 

Johnson, and was a native of Wallingford, Connecticut. 
He was an intimate friend of Moses Austin, and came 
here at about the same time. They were accompanied 

by a Mr. Ford, who died soon after their arrival. Mr. 
Austin went to Hudson for medical aid, but it was of no 
avail. Mr. Johnsen spent his days on the farm now oc
cupied by his grandson, William F. Johnson. In his let
ters written to his parents soon after his arrival here, he 
addresses them as " Honored Parents," and speaks of 
his wheat, and of his cattle, and of the !1rnd he bought, 
"having on it a small frame house." He was captain of 

a cavalry company which was formed in the town. He 
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was also justice of the peace, chorister, and singing
master, for many years. He introduced a bass-viol, which 
was the first musical instrument ever used in church in 
this town, and it made quite a commotion among the 
people for a time. Elizabeth, his wife, died in 1840, and 

he in 1848. 
They had nine children. Solomon, one of the sons, 

married Mary Whittlesey, a sister of Deacon Zina Whit
tlesey, and their son, S. W. Johnson, is a highly est eemed 
business man, living in Brooklyn. Edward married Har
riet Field, and spent his days on the old farm, greatly 
respected by all. William F., his son, inherits not only 
the farm, but the genial qualities and the generous nature 
of his father. Collins B. was the youngest of Charles 
Johnson's family. He married Charlotte Field, and 
lived at first on the old farm, but in time he bought the 
"Hendrickson place," which is now occupied by Sher
wood, his son . He is a successful farmer, and his loca
tion is commanding and pleasant. 

The farm itself was settled by Henry Hendrickson, 
about the year 1790. He and Cataline Shoemaker, his 
wife, were of Dutch descent. Their only child died 
young. He was a famous hunter, and spent much time 
in hunting and digging for coal. He died June 24th 
1858, aged 90 years. He had a brother William who 
had a large family. He had a son John, who lived on 
the mountain near West Durham, and who froze to death 
near his home. 

The year 1790 introduced a new departure in their his
tory. A writer of some note has said that "The two most 
important events in the history of a country are its settle
ment and its government ." For two years they had be
longed to the immens·e town of Coxsackie. The people 
no doubt had participated somewhat in the management 
of town affairs and now they were called upon to pro
vide for themselves. They had watched with interest 
the proceedings of the continental Congress and of the 
constitutional convention at Philadelphia-had voted to 
adopt the immortal United States Comtitution-had as
sisted in the election of George Washington as their 
president, and now, rejoicing in the full enjoyment of 
their liberties as American citizens, they met at the house 
of Stephen P)att, in the village of Freehold, to elect town 
officers. There was really but one political party then, 
who were called federalists, so that it is fair to presume 
that the federal ticket was triumphantly elected . Their 
road commissioners during the 15 years history of the 
town of Freehold have already been mentioned. 

Among those who acted as supervisors we find the 
names of Perkins King, De Alancey King and James 
Thompson. 

The latter lived near "Broadway," on the farm now 
occupied by William Falk . He evidently was a man of 
superior attainments . He held the office of supervisor at 
least ten years in succession, from 1800 to 1810. He also 
represented his constituents in the Legislature during 
two years of that time, 1806 and 1807. He afterward 
became an Episcopal clergyman, and was the first pastor 
of St. Paul's Church at Oak Hill. He died August 19th 

1844, aged 77, and was buried in the cemetery near the 

church. 
Ebenezer Barker, or, as he generally wrote his name, 

Thomas E. Barker, belonged to the family of Barkers 
who settled on the farm now occupied by Fletcher Rod
gers. They came from Branford, Connecticut. They 
were accompanied by John Butler, who belonged it is 
said to the same family from which Gov~rnor Butler of 
Massachusetts descended. His daughter, Sally, married 
Anson Strong, Esq., of Cornwallsville. Mr. Butler owned 
the farm now occupied by C. Schermerhorn . 

About the year 1790 Mr. Barker, it appears, sold his in
terest in the farm and potashery to his brothers, James 
and William, and bought the farm now occupied by 
George Easland. He also bought or built the house now 
occupied by the Methodists in Durham village as a 
church. He built a tannery near the village, and the 
house now occupied by J. B. Bascom he built for an 
office and a leather store. He was the first man from the 
region of country comprising the present town of Dur
ham, who became a member of the New York Legisla
ture . That was in 1798 and 1799, while we belonged to 
Albany county . In the year 1800 he and Caleb Benton 
were the first representatives from the new county of 
Greene. In 1822 and 1824 he was the supervisor of 
Durham. He was also judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas and justice of the peace. He was evidently the 
business man of his day. His signature is a fine speci
men of penmanship. 

Stephen Platt, from the present village of Freehold, in 
the town of Greenville, was a member of the Legislature 

in 1795· 
Dr. William Cook lived where J.M. Hallock does. He 

was the first physician who settled in this town. He was 
a soldier of the Revolution. He used to relate an anec
dote about General Washington, as follows; 

The army wintered in Morristown, New Jersey, during 
the winter of 1777 and 1778, and so little did they have 
to eat that, at one time, their rations were limited to a 
single gill of wheat per day . Said Dr. Cook: "Washing
ton used to come round and look into our tents, and he 
looked so kind, and he said so tenderly, ' Men, can you 
bear it?' 'Yes, General, yes, we can,' was the reply, · 
'and if you wish us to act, give us the word and we are 
ready.' " 

While they were in Morristown, Washington had a 
dangerous attack of quinsy . The officers feared that he 
would die; and they asked him to indicate the man best 
fitted to succeed him, and without hesitation he pointed 
to General Nathaniel Greene. 

The central part of Broadway was, at this time, held 
by a family of Fordhams. Silas S. lived where Lyman 
Munger now does . He also owned a saw-mill on the 
stream north of him . Mrs. Roxiana Fordham of Oak 
Hill, married Justin P. Fordham, of this family; but, like 
many others, this family has very few representatives 
now living here. 

Daniel Brown lived where the family of the late Wil
liam J. Reed now resides. He was very prominent m 



HISTORY OF GREENE COUNTY. 
----- - -- - - - --- -- ---------- -- - -- ------ - - --~ 

society. He went by the name of General Brown . He them was that one was built on the north side of the road 
was frequently the moderator of the business meetings 
held by the people . 

Richard Tryon liv ed where S. Crandall does at the 
"Crandall House." He was one of the tything men of 
the churc h. He had a remarkab ly large nose, and he 
even wen t so far as to make it a matter of pleasantry 
rather than a misfortune. On one occasion h e met an 
acquaintance on the sidewalk who bad an equally large 
facial appendage. Mr. Tryon baited him, saying: "Ho ld, 
my friend; will you please turn your nose that way, and 
I will turn mine the other way, and perhaps we can 
pass." He had several sons, and one of them joined the 
temperance society on condition that he might drink 
when he washed sheep; and it was said that he had one 
old sheep that he washed every day. 

William Torry married a sister of Jonathan Bald win, 
and lived where Mrs. Marion Campbell now resides. He 
was a shoemaker and had a large family. In 1809 th ey 
removed to Broome county . 

There was a Mr. Ford who started the first cabinet 
shop in the village. He built the first bier for the dead, 
and his own body was the first corpse that was borne to 
the grave upon it. 

Deacon Noah Ba ld win was a cousin o f Jonathan, Abie!, 
and Curtis Baldwin . He was born in Durham, Connecti
cut, February 20th 1768, and moved to this town as 
early as 1790. He married Phebe Hull, a sister of John 
Hull, and at first they lived in that neighborhood, but 
eventually he bought the farm now occupied by Heze
kiah, his son . He died in 1843. His first wife died in 
1809, and he married the widow Beach, who was an aunt 
of Honorable Horatio S. Lockwood of Hunter. 

There were ten children in this family, but now nearly 
all of them have passed away. Hezekiah and Elizabeth 
occupy the homestead. He is a farmer and shepherd . 
In 1857 he was chosen to the Legislature of the State. 
He is a genial, kind-hearted man, and is always interested 
in the civil and political welfare of the people. Hannah, 
a sister of the above, now resides in Norton Hill, ha ving 

married S. Ramsdell. 
William and Lewis are sons of Lemuel Baldwin, who 

was a son of Deacon Noah; and these three families are 
now the only representatives in this town of that ancient 
and numerous family . William is a good and scientific 
farmer, and Lewis is an obliging expressman . 

James Baldwin was a brother of Deacon Noah, and 
came to this town and bought the farm now occupied by 
Ralph Campbe ll. His wife was Mabel Jones, a daugh
ter of Seth Jones of Saybrook, who was killed in the 
Revolutionary war. He was a very quiet, pleasant man, 
and was much respected. He and Noah built each of 
them a substantial hip roofed house, both of which are 
still standing and in good repair. All the nails and door 
hinges were made by a blacksmith. The internal arrange
ments of these houses were exactly alike, every door and 
window occupying the same relative position, and not 
only that, but they were built the same year, and the 
frames were raised the same day ; th e only difference in 

and the other on the south side . 
He had five child ren. Dennis, the eldest was an elder 

in the church, and in 1840 and 1841, he was tte super
visor of the town . He owned the farm now occupied by 
Thaddeus Co ll ins. But he sold it and moved to St. 
Paul where he died in 1875 aged 80 years. 

Stephen Tibbals married Hannah Baldwin, a sister of 
Deacon Noah, and lived on the western half of the Van 
Wagoner farm . It used to be said that "everybody in 
Durham was related to everybody else," and there cer
tainly was a very general relationship existing in this 
part of the town, as has already been seen. 

Stephen Tibbals jr. was the oldest child . He married 
F anny Wright and lived where Curtis Osborn does
built that fine brick house, and now lives near Pough
keepsie. He was once fife-majo r in th e 49th regiment, 
New York infantry. The family were noted for their 
musical abilities . 

Benjamin Bidwell settled at first on the Lewis Bald
win farm. He afterward sold it to Captain Cooley and 
bought the Garret place. He bui lt a grist-mill at the falls 
on Durham Creek known as Bidwell's Fa lls. He also built 
a saw -mill at the sma ller falls above the grist-mill. He 
is described as a broad built, broad faced, noble -looking 
man, who always wore a white hat and generally rode a 
white horse. But he left town long ago, and has "nor 
kith nor kin" here. 

Captain Jehiel Cooley and Samuel Cooley were 
brothers . Samuel kept a hotel in the village, where Mrs. 
Montross lives. Both famil ies are gone. Frank Cooley, 
grandson of Jehiel, Jives in Dakota. W illi am Cooley, a 
great-grandson is a minister. Samuel Cooley had a son 
Ira A. who became a Baptist minister, and his son, Hon. 
E. C. Coo ley, has held the offices of mayor of Decora, 
Iowa, and mernber of the Iowa Legislature. 

West DLnham was settled by a number of Connec ticut 
people in 1790-7 . Some of them did not remain long, 
and have left on ly their names. There was a Mr. Clover 
who settled on the south part of E. E. Newman's farm, 
who froze to death in trying to carry provisions home to 
his family; also a Mr. Rood and Captain Daniel Shep
herd, and probably others whose names are forgotten. 

Benjamin Hubba rd, sen., settled on the farm belonging 
to William McLean . His native place was Haddam, 
Connecticut, where he was born in 1761. He had a large 
family of children, and his descendants are widely 
scattered. He was active in the church, was a deacon, 
and was much respected. He died in 1853, aged 92 
years. 

Benjamin Hubba rd, jr., was a thorough-going farmer, 
and his son Edwin has his homestead. He is a stra ight 
forward man, 

Benjamin W. and Ira are sons of James, a son of the 
deacon, and are successful farmers. 

Benjamin Doty was an excellent man, who came from 
Saybrook, and settled in the north part of West Durham 
in 1790 . His family were mostly girls. He had so ns, 
however . 
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Alvin was an earnest promoter of the church and all north bank of the Thorp Creek, at East Durh am. He 
good . He was th e father of David Doty, Esq., of East afterwa rd moved to 0<1k Hill. He lived where Walter 
Durham. Chtritree does, and had a store wh ere Charles W . Pierce 

William Doty was universally known and admired as lives. He was a native of Saybrook, Connecticut, and 
a man, as a chorister, and as a singing master. G. H. was born in 1746. He died in 1819. His daughter 
Doty, Esq., of Windham, is his wo rthy son. Nancy married Jacob Roggen, an d they had the Thorp 

Captain John Newell, the third son of Josiah Newell, homestead at Oak Hill. Th e captain h ad the honor of 
was born in Southington. Connecticut, January 15th serv ing hi s cou ntr y in th e Re volu tionary war. 
1755. He mJrried Syb il Andrus, and in May 1791, h e Deacon Johr1 C leve land lived on th e farm now occ u
bought th e farm well kn own as the New ell farm. He pi ed by Edwin Palmer. He lived originally in Massa 
was a Revolutionary soldier, justice of the peace, and chusetts and also in Hillsdale, New York. H e also was 
commissioner of highways. They had nine children . a Revolutionary soldier, and had a British b all thro ugh 

Andrus, the youngest son, married Julia Bushnell, and, his hat and ano ther through his pants. He was a co n
second, Melissa M. Porte r. Mr. Newell was born in sistent member of the Baptis t church . His wife was 
1798, and is st ill act ively inter ested in every good work. E liz abeth Searing and th ey had four sons, Searing, Amo~, 
He has 8 children , 29 grandch ildren, and 4 grea t- grand- Ezra and John. Searing was ki lled by fal lin g in the 
children living. Zina, a life -long teache~, lives in Ne- barn . Amos married Mercy Pierce, and their son Amos 
braska; John is a much respected citizen of Windham; is the well known and popul ar hote l keeper of East Dur
while the thr ee younger sons are progressive farmers at ham. Ezra married Polly Wright, and was the father of 
West Durham. Ezra and Lyman Cleveland of O ak Hill. The Cleveland 

The hi story of this family can be traced back to the family originated in England, an d it is claimed that there 
year 1632. Thomas Newell was one of the first settlers is a relationship among a ll of that name now in this 
of Farm ington, Connecticut. The fam ily hav e :llways country, Governor Cleveland, of course, inc luded. 
been noted for their sterling virtues. Mr. Ecklor was one of th e ea rly settlers near East 

Daniel Coe and Seth, his brother, must have reached Durham. The farm is now occupied by William Ecklor, 
\,Yest Durham at about this time. Seth was a good who is a successfu l farmer and a respected citizen. Th is 
reader, and frequently read sermons in the absence of a was also the home of Darius Wina ns, who was a member 
preacher. Daniel lived on the Goff farm, and was th e of the Legi slature in 1853. H e was the father of Frank 
father of the lat e Deacon Daniel Coe, who was a splen- D . Winans, a young lawyer of great promise, whose early 
did specimen of the court ly gentleman of his day. He death was great ly lamented. 
had means, and it was his delight to use them for the Deacon Benjamin Chapman was born in Saybrook, 
good of his fe llow men. Coe College, in Iowa, is a no - Connecticut, February 23d 1768; was married in March 
ble monument of his beneficence, as well as to hi s mem- 1792, and came to this town in June of that year. He 
ory. He removed to Alabama, and died ther e not long locat ed about a mile southeast of Cornwallsville, and in 
ago. His removal from West Durham was a great loss the year 1800 he moved to Durham v illage and built the 
to the church and society there. He was thrice married, hous e now occup ied by A. C. Cowles. In 1808 he boug ht 
and his only ch ild, Mary, married a son of Dr. J ewe !!, the farm now occ upi ed by Thaddeus Co llin s, where he 
and lives in Alabama. spent the remainder of his days. He died February 2d 

Ephraim was an older brother of Deacon Coe . He 1842. Lydia, his wife, former ly the Widow Cochr:in, 
married Polly, the eldest daughter of Captain Cooley. had two daughters by h er former marriage, and six 
They were the pare11ts of Kirtland Coe, a hard -working daughters were added to her house hold after her mar
farmer who occupies his father's homestead in West riage with Deacon Chapman. She died in 1864, in her 
Durham. Eliza, no w the widow Lord, lives in Oak 99th year . Mr. C hapman was a deacon in the Presbyte
Hill. ianr church more than 4r years. He was a man of exce l-

Elihu Moss came from Connecticut soon after, and lent spirit and judgment, and was ofte n employed to set
settled where Mrs. Daniel Ingraham lives . The house tie difficulties in the community. In 18;0 he was a mem
stood where the stone blacksmith shop is. His wife was ber of the L egis latur e. He was ve ry absent-minded, and 
Hannah Tyler, and they had three sons and five daugh- very humorous accounts are given of hi s dir ec tions to 
ters . Elihu, the eld est so n, bought the farm now occu- "Toby," the hired man, about the work of th e farm . On 
pied by Mrs . Reynolds. He had two sons: Orville lives one occas ion he and his wife went to church in the fam 
in Wes t Dmham, and Reuben lives at Cornwa llsville . ily "gig," and at th e clos e of th e serv ice he fo rgot h im
Both are farmers by occupation, and both are active in self and walked home, lea ving his wife, hor se and gig at 
church and Sunday-school work. Orville has a so n, the church . I t is said that he so fa r forgot hims elf tha t 
Elihu, who is a worthy heir to the favorite name, Elihu. on one occasi on at lea st he knocked at his own door fo r 
The other members of both these families are worthy adm ittan ce, supposing h e was at the door of a neighbor . 

young people . Teniperance, his second daught er , marri ed Dennis Bald -
There are several representative families who came in win, and is still living, in her 88th year, at St. P aul, 

here at a lat er date, of whom brief mention will be made. Minn eso ta. 
In 1790 Captain Aaron Thorp owned a saw-mill on the Robert Chapman, the ancestor of this family, came 
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from England in 1635, and was one of the first settle rs of 

Saybrook, Connecticut. He was the great-great-grand
father of Benjamin Chapman of Durham. 

Deacon David Baldwin was without doubt th e most 
influential man in the town. Others were possess ed of 
more property, and perhaps of more learning, and possi
bly had more brilliant talents than he. But for sound
ness of judgm ent, correctness of principle, ev enness of 
developm ent and kindness of spirit, he was the man of 
his tim e in thi s town . He was born in Durham, Connec
ticut, November ~3d 1768. He was a brother of Jona
than, Abie! and Curtis Baldwin, who have already been 
mentioned. About the year 1796, he came here and 
bought the farm recently owned by the late Justus 
Finch. He married Julia Chittenden, daughter of Jairus 
Chittenden, but they had no children. They adopted 
two or three, besides assisting in the ed ucation of the ir 
nephews, Elihu and Dwight, who became ministers . He 
was very liberal in the use of his property, devoting much 
of it to the cause of benevolence . His knowledge of the 
Bible was wonderful. His pastor often spoke of him as 
his concordance . He cou ld generally give the boo k, 
chapter and verse of any passage of Scripture . In the 
church he was clerk, tru stee , deacon, elder, and the first 
superintendent of the Sunday-school. In the town he 
was surveyor, road commissioner, cornm1ss1oner of 
schools, school inspec tor, and supervisor in 1829, 1830, 
1832, and 1833 . But the good man died March 27th 
1841, and his excellent wife died December 4th of the 
sam e year. 

Seth Baldwin was the youngest brother of the above . 
He was also born in Durham, Connecticut, in 1775 , an d 
came to this town and bought the farm now owned by 
Reuben Moss . His wife was Rhoda Hull, daughter of 
Timothy Hull, of Connecticut. They had twel ve ch il
dren, and their olde st son, Dwight, is now living at Hon
olulu, Sandwich Island s. He was born, September, 29th 
1798. He was graduated at Yale College in 1821; was 
principal of Kingston Academy one year; taught select 
school in Durham three years; grad uated from Union 
Theological Seminary in 1830; and on the 28th of De
cember, the same year, set sail for Honolulu. He b eca me 
the pastor of the native chur ch of Lahaina, and rec eive d 
2300 members into it during his 33 years residence th ere. 
He is now teaching in the native theologi ca l seminary at 
Honolulu. Seth Baldwin, his father, died at Cornwalls
ville, from th e kick of a hors e. 

Anson Strong came to this town from Durham, Con
necticut, about th e year 1796, and bought th e farm now 
occupi ed by his son, E llsworth Strong Esq. H e was a 
neph ew of Selah Strong, who settled on Meeting-house 
Hill. He was well educated, and taught school 17 win
ters. He was town clerk, and justice of the peace . He 
was a soldier in the war of 1812. He was an earnest 
Christian . He married Sally Butler, and the y had six 
children. Ellsworth, hi s son has long been a justi ce of 
the peace. One of his sons, Wilbur Fisk, was a sold ier 
in th e great civi l war. He died in a hosp ital at Martins .. 
burgh, Virginia. Another son, Frederick, died greatly 

lam ented, a few years since. The family ot John Strong, 

brother of Ellsworth, are quite numerous in this and 
other towns; and all the descendan ts of Anson Strong are 
highly esteemed. 

Ethan Pratt was a brother of Captain Jonath an an d 
Abijah Pratt. He lived one-ha lf mile east of Oak Hill. 
He marri ed Mabel Skeels. Eth an , his son , became a 
minister. Sarah married Col. Hervey Chittenden. Eve
lin e married Deacon Zina Whittlesey. Edmund married 
Eunice Hull. Elizur H., so n of Edmund, graduated from 
Williams College in 1867, also from Union Theol ogic al 
Seminary in 1870. He becam e pastor of the church at 
Cape Vincent, New York. For the last few years o f his 
life, he was associate editor of the New York Evang elist. 
He died Jul y 4th 1883, in his 41st year. He was one of 
the best and purest of men; and the world and the church 
met with a great loss when he breathed his last. His 
only surviving brother, Ezra B. Pratt, M. D., is a promi
nent physician, living at Browns ville, Jefferson county, 
N. Y. 

William In gra ham came fro m Connecticut in 1797, 
and located eventually on the fa rm now occupied by 
Benjamin Ingraham of West Durham. His wife was 
Hester Doty, and one of their sons, John B. Ingraham 
became an em inent physician and a minister. He died 
in 1834. Daniel Ingraham became a wealthy man and 
farmer. Dr. George Ingraham of Amsterdam, New York, 
was an adopted son of David Ingraham. 

Thomas Adams, was in 1798, one of the first bus iness 
men of Oak Hill. He built the house now oc cupied by 
Messrs . Roggen and Deitz, which is probably the oldest 
dwelling in Oak Hill. He was a nail-maker, which in 
those days was a good trade , as all the nails used in the 
construction of buildings were for ge d on the anvil, one 
by one . He also kept a store, and his wife waited upon 
the custom ers while he made nails. His wife was a 
daughter of Captain Thorp, and sist er of Mrs. J aco b 
Roggen. One of the sons, Norma n, beca me an Ep is
copal clergyman, and his son John is a resident of Oak 
Hill. Another son of Thomas Adams, Calvin Adams, 
was for many years engaged in manufacturing at Oak 
Hill. His daughter married J ohnso n H. Baldwin Esq., 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Colonel Ezra Post was very prominent in the ear ly 
part of the p resent century . He lived on th e farm now 
occupied by Henry Haskins, and must have settled there 
as early as 1799. He built that fine house, and occupied 
it as a hot el while he lived ther e. It is near the geo 
graphical center of th e town, and that fact, together with 
the per sonal popularity of th e r:olonel, made it the place 
for town meet ings , ca ucuses , tra inin gs, etc . H e was 
colonel of the 49th regiment in 1812, while his r egim ent 
was under marchin g orders for the war. 

He had two sons, Ezra jr., and William, the latter of 
whom became a colonel of militia. This family now 
hav e only dista nt relatives here . 

T he year , 800 brought about a cha nge in the rela
tions of the town of Freehold. Hitherto it ha d be
longed to Albany co unty, but in March of that year the 
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county of Greene was formed, and Freehold became one 
of her four towns . James Thompson was cho sen super
visor, and he and Garret Abee! of Catskill, James Bronk 
of Coxsackie, and William Beach of Windham, met in 
Catskill on the last Tuesday in May 1800, and organized 
with Mr. Abee! as chairman. 

The total amount of town and county accounts al
lowed by the board of supervisors at their meetings for 
that year was $944.86. The town account for Freehold 
was probably about $60.00 . 

The year 1800 also introduced a very notable family 
to share in the fortunes of the town . Joseph Adams 
sen ., was born in Boston, Massachusetts, and early in life 
he located on the west bank or the Hudson River, about 
six miles below Catskill. He had a farm there, and also 
carried on the mercantile business in Catskill. At the 
commencement of the present century he bought the 
farm now occupied by Henry S. Mace, where he died in 
183 2, aged 94 years. 

Joseph Adams j r., son of the above, was a farmer, and 
lived near Cornwallsville, although at the time of his 
death he lived near South Durham . He was nearly roo 
years old at death. Morgan Adams of Windham, and 
Seymour Adams of Cairo, are his sons. 

John Adams, another son of Joseph Adams sen., com 
menced his public life as a school teacher, reading law 
meanwhile, and in 1810 he was appointed surrogate of 
Greene county, by Governor Daniel D. Tompkins. In 
1812 he became a member of the Legislature . In 1815 
he ran for Congress, and was declared elected; went to 
Washington and took his seat, but his opponent, Erastus 
Root of Delhi, contested his election, and finally secured 
his seat. 

Just 18 years after, in 1833, he was elected to Con
gress, and served his full term . He had hitherto lived 
in Durham village, and practiced law, having for his 
office the building formerly occupied by Judge Barker as 
a leather store, but now it is the dwelling of J B. Bas
com . Soon after his return from Congress, he removed 
to Catskill, where he continued the practice of the law 
until his death, September 25th 1854. 

Colonel Platt Adams was the youngest of this family, 
and was born December 20th 1792, at his home near 
Catskill. He was trained to the legal profession, but he 
preferred a mercantile life . His store was the one now 
occupied by W. W. Burhans, Esq . He lived in the 
present Presbyterian parsonage . He married Clarissa 
Dudley, daughter Mrs . Seth Williston. His business 
capacity was marvelous. His store burned to the ground 
in 1821, involving a loss of about $5,000 more than his 
insurance, and yet in less than three weeks, he built a 
new and a better store, and was selling goods as though 
nothing unusual had taken place . He was before the 
public in an official capacity perhaps more than any 
other man who ever lived in the town . 

In 1820 he was a member of the Legislature. From 
1821-24 he was town clerk . From r 825 - 28, 1834-38, 
he was supervisor. From 1828 to 1830 he was sheriff 
of the county. From 1837 to 1840 he was justice of 

f' 

the peace. In 1848 and 1849 he was a member of the 
New York Senate. He succeeded Colonel Ezra Post 
in the command of the 49th regiment, holding that po
sition about ten years . He now resides in New York 
city, and retains his mental and physical vigor m a re
markable degree. His son Grovenor was an eminent 
lawyer and judge, residing in Brooklyn . He died in 

l 883. 
This family were distant relatives of John Adams and 

John Quincy Adams, presidents of the United States . 
The Humphrey family have been quite prominent in 

this town since 1802. Alexander settled in Conesville, 
while Sylvester and Roman ta lived on the mountain near 
Blakesley's Notch . 

Isaac Humphrey was a road contractor and assisted 
in the construction of the Susquehanna Turnpike which 
r,rns through the town. He located on the farm now oc
cupied by Adelbert Newell. He was the son of Fredrick 
Humphrey, and was born in Connecticut in 1779, and 
died in West Durham in 1856. 

He had seven sons and two daughters . Curtis mar
ried Caroline A. Benedict, daughter of Dr . Benedict, of 
Otsego county, and lived on the farm now occupied by· 
his widow. He was a successful farmer and sheperd. 
He once wintered r,ooo sheep . In 1853 he was the 
supervisor of his town. 

Ira D. Humphrey formerly lived in Conesville, but 
now resides in Durham village. In both towns he has 
held the office of justice of the peace, also in Conesville 
he was their supervisor. 

Oscar T. Humphrey, long a resident of Durham, now 
of Catskill, was in 1877 a member of the New York Leg
islature . 

The year 1803 witnessed a contraction in the limits of 
the town. The present town of Greenville received 
about one -half of her territory, and Cairo received about 
one-third of hers from the town of Freehold. 

In 1805 the name of the town itself was changed from 
Freehold to Durham . 

In or about the year 1806, Jacob Roggen came to Oak 
Hill and took up his residence. He was born in Kings
ton, Ulster county, and lived near Cooksburg, Albany 
county a little while previous to this. He married Nan 
cy Thorp, and they lived where Walter Cheritree does. 
He was a successful business man, and was the super
visor of the town from 1812 to 1821. In 1816 and again 
in 1822 he represented his district in the Legislature. 
He did a great deal of business for others in the way of 
writing contracts of various kinds . He was employed in 
settling up the estate of Patroon Barker, who owned a 
large pa:ent of land in this town and in the adjoining 
town of Cairo. He died quite young, July rst 1824, 
aged 47. His widow married Abijah Pratt sen. and died 
March 15th 1849, aged 68. 

Peter Roggen was the son of J acol.J Roggen, and owned 

the farm now occupied hy John A. Smith-the original 
Plank farm. He was a good farmer and a good citizen. 
He died January 6th 1858. His daughter, Cordelia, is 
the wife of Judge M. B. Mattice of Catskill. 
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Jacob Roggen, jr., is the youngest of these sons, and is 

highly esteemed by all wl10 are acquainted with him. 
He was . formerly engnged in manufacturing, at Oak Hill, 
and resides there now, although he spends his winters in 
Hudson. In 1849 he was chosen supervisor of the town. 

city. In 1840 he formed a p,utnership with Mr. O'Brien, 
and immediately entered upon an extensive practice. 

In 1846, he was appointed district attorney . In 1847, 
he was elected county judge, and was re-elected in 185 r, 
but owing to some legal questions pertaining to the re
turns, he himself doubted his election, and, although the 
certificate was given to him, his sense of honor would not 
permit him to accept it. In 1853, he moved to Albany 
and rorrned a partnership with the late Rufus W. Peck
ham. In 1857, he was elected attorney-general on the 
democr1tic State ticket. Hitherto he had acted with that 
party, but on the breaking out of the great civil war, 
he identified himself with the republicans, and in 1862 
he was nominated by them for lieutenant governor, but 
was defeated. In 1865 he was elected to the Legislature, 
and became speaker of the House . In 1872 he was 
urged to accept the nomination for governor, but de
clined, and was elected Congressman-at-large. This 
ended his official career. 

The ancestor of this family, Franz Petrus Roggen, was 
a Huguenot, of French-Swiss extraction. He cam e to 
this country about the year r 740, and settled in Kingston, 
Ulster county. His only son, Petrns , married Annatje 
Masten, and Jacob Roggen who carne to Oak Hill in 
1806, was one of their nine children. He was an infant 
at the time Kingston was burned by the British . The 
family fled for safety to Hurley, in the same county. 

The family are allied by marriage to the Pardee, 
Holmes, Hardenburg, and Schoonmaker families, of 
Kingston, to the Newkirks of Delaware county, and to 
the Goulds of Columbia county. 

The year 1806 was remarkable for the great eclipse of 
the sun. That darkness has not been equalled since . 

Cyrus W. Field was born in Durham, Connecticut, April 
5th 1782. He was the son of Ambrose Field, wbo with 
Sarah Bates, his wite, came to this town very early in its 
history. They lived a part of the time on Judge Barker's 
farm, now occupied by George Easland. They had six 
children. Cyrus married Ancy S tocking , whose father, 
Stephen, was a pioneer settler, and also a pioneer singing 
master in the town. 

They had one son and six daughters, viz: Mrs. Edward 
Johnson, Mrs . Collins Johnson, Mrs. Judson Chittenden, 
Mrs. H. B. Kirtland, Mrs. Peter Millar, and Mrs. Platt 
A . Smith. The son, Oscar B., lived on the homestead 
until his death in 1870. It is now occupied by his sons, 
Cyrus W. and Oscar B., who are enterprising young far
mers. Cyrus W. Field, sen., reached his 83d year. His 
second wife was Mrs . Maria Best, an excellent woman, 
now living in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 

The Peck family, of Oak Hill, were prominent as 
manufacturers in the days gone by . Daniel Peck built 
the first tannery in Oc1k Hill. He was the father of Eli 
R. Peck, a prominent young merchant and manufacturer 
of Oak Hill, who died in his youth. He was the town 
clerk at the time: of his death, in 1831. 

Burwell Peck lived where Perry S. Kenyon now re
sides. He was the father of Henry J. Peck, the well
known manufacturer in Oak Hill. He (Henry) was 
supervisor in 185 r. Wellington, his brother, was super

visor in 1858. 

As a lawyer, he stood in the very front rank, among 
the best of the Empire State . To him, probably more 
than to any other man, was due the conviction of Boss 
Tweed, the chief scoundrel of New York city. He de 
fended Stokes for the murder of James Fisk jr. so suc
cessfully, that a final verdict of manslaughter, and four 
years imprisonment, was the result, instead of the gal
lows. 

But these severe labors had their effect upon his con
stitution. He went to Europe twice for his health, but 
the loss of all three of his sons wonderfully effected his 
spirits, so that he felt and often remarked that he had 
nothing to live for. He had long suffered from inflam
matory rheumatism, and finally that terrible disorder, 
Bright's disease, fastened upon him and he died Novem

ber 30th 187 8. 
His wife was Helen Cornwall and they had four child

ren . Frederick became lieutenant-colonel of his regiment 
and was killed at Hatcher's Run in October 1864. 
Grenville, another son, a young lawyer of great promise, 
died suddenly in the spring of r878. His youngest son 
died in 1868 . The daughter, Mrs . Martin, and the 

mother still remain . • 
Joseph Blanchard was one of the best business men in 

Durham. He lived where A. C. Cowles, Esq., does. He 
probably bought the place of Deacon Benjamin Chap
man in 1808. He not only had a good sized farm there 
which he managed, but at the same time he carried on 
the business of wagon-making and blacksmithing. He 
was a well learned physician, and was also a justice of 
the peace many years. That office was formerly filled 
by appointment, but in 1830 the towns began to elect 
their justices, and he was the first man elected in 
this town. His talents as a justice of the peace are often 
spoken o_f by the old men of the place . He was a very 

capable man. One of his daughters married William 
Tremain, a relative of Lyman Tremain, and another 
daughter married D. K. Olney Esq. of Catskill. 

Lyman Tremain was the son of Levi and Mindwell 

Tremain, and was born in Oak Hill, June 14th 1819. 
His parents came from Berkshire county, Massachusetts, 
in 1812. Nathaniel Tremain, the grandfather, was a 
Revolutionary soldier, and died in Pittsfield, Massachu
setts. The family eventually located on the farm now 
owned by Francis De Frate, where Mr. Tremain engaged 
in farming, and manufacturing on a large scale. Lyman 
attended school, and finally entered the academy at 
Kinderhook. At the age of 15, he commenced reading 
law with John 0' Brien, of Durham village. He after
ward studied with Samuel Sherwood Esq . of New York 

Among the many apprentices and journeymen who 
worked for Mr. Blanchard were William Pierce and Dan-

-
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iel Simmons, who are well known and highly respected built a great many years ago, and owned by the vener 
citizens and tradesmen in the town . able Robert Hotchkiss. Addison Utter now owns it, 

EAR LY B l'SINESS ENTERPRISES. 

The first want of the settlers, after !he construction of 
their bark huts and log houses for purposes of shelter, 
was food . Hence grist-mills became a necessity . At 
first they pounded their grain in wooden and stone mor
tars; a few of them could be accommodated at Mr. De 
Witt's "coffee-mill," while some went to Leeds and even 
to Catskill. 

In the process of time, Stephen Platt built a grist-mill 
in Freehold village, which was a great convenience to the 
south part of the town . It is not known who built the 
first grist-mill within the present limits of the town, but 
Benjamin Bidwell had one in operation at Bidwell's 
Falls, on the Durham Creek, previous to the year 1790. 

Roswell Post built a mill on the north bank of Post's 
Creek, about the same time (possibly before this, even as 
is claimed by French) . This mill was finally torn away, 
and the present one built on the opposite side of the 
stream . 

Lucas De Witt built a mill on the west bank of the 
Katskill, about opposite the mill noiv owned by S. 
Deane. This was previous to 1795. This mill had a 
great run of custom, and was used for a long time. 
Finally a freshet washed a part of it away, and the water 
power was used by a tannery, built on the opposite side 
of the stream, by Levi Tremain . Upon the abandon
ment of that, another grist-mill was built, which has been 
enlarged by Mr. Deane, and is now capable of grinding 
from 30,000 to 50,000 bushels per year. 

On Saybrook Creek there was a grist-mill, but it is not 
certain who built it, although it is generally conceded 
that Joseph Wright was the man . It was afterward 
owned by Silas Stannard and others, but was finally de
stroyed by high water in April 1870 . 

There was a grist-mill built on the south bank of the 
Katskill, on the rocks which are opposite Ezra Cleve
land's flats . A Mr . Schenck owned it, but it was de
stroyed by fire about the year 1825 . 

The De Witts built another grist-mill in Oak Hill. It 
was near the present site of Cheritree's foundry . It was 
used as a grist-mill and for grinding land plaster, but it 
was also destroyed by fire . 

Stacey Brown came from Coeymans, Albany county, 
and built the present Brown's mill. The business was 
conducted by him, until Timothy Baldwin became a 
partner, who, together with Jerome, his son, were very 
successful and popular millers for many years. The 
property is now owned by Augusta Brown, daughter of 
Isaac Brown, and granddaughter of Stacey Brown . 

A Mr. \\Tebster, living at the Forge, had a grist-mill at 
Centreville, which was used until about the year 1835. 

The first grist -mill in the south part of the town was 
built by John Bagley. It was located on Thorp Creek, 
about a mile west of East Durham . It was long since 
abandoned. 

This was followed by a similar mill at East Durham, 
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and it is doing a good business. 
At Hervey Street, on this s1.me stream, there has been 

a grist-mill for many years. I t is now owned by Thomas 
Taylor. Besides these grist-mills, there are two feed
mills, owned by S. Deane of Saybrook, and Chittenden 
and Laraway of Durham village . 

After a while the settlers came to the conclusion that 
log houses were not good enough for them; so they 
needed saw-mills to prepare lumber for more stylish 
dwellings . French, in his gazetteer, says that Jared 
Smith built the first saw-mill in the town. This mill was 
on Post's Creek, very near and above the arch bridge on 
the turnpike near East Durham . 

There was a saw-mill on Saybrook Creek as early as 
1788, which was probably built by Joseph Wright. 

Lucas De Witt built a saw-mill quite near the upper 
bridge in Oak Hill; and George Flower also built one on 
the same stream, one-half mile north of Oak Hill. 

Benjamin Bidwell had a saw-mill near his grist-mill at 
Bidwell's Falls. In fact there were a great many mills of 
this kind throughout the town, and an immense quantity 
of lumber of all kinds was manufactured and marketed. 

The next want of the settlers was clothing; they could 
go barefooted, but clothing was a necessity . They 
raised flax, and kept sheep; and their good wives spun 
and wove linen and flannel, and linsey-woolsey: but they 
became a little proud, and wanted fulled cloth. To meet 
this felt want, George Flower Esq., built a large carding 
and fulling-mill, with dye-works attached, near his saw- · 
mill at Oak Hill. 

Joseph and John Wright had a similar establishment · 
near Schenck's Bridge, north side of the stream . This 
bridge fell down with a drove of cattle on it, c:rnsing the 
death of three of them. The bridge and the road con
nected with it were then abandoned. 

Simeon and Asa Jones, and John Jerome, also built 
fulling-mills on Thorp Creek . 

There was also a fulling-mill on Saybrook Creek. But 
the last carding and fulling machine was the one which 
was built and occupied by Israel Brown, near " Brown's 
Mill." He, at one time, carried on a large business 
there, but since his death in 188r, it has not been used. 

When winter came, the settlers needed shoes : hence, 
small tanneries sprang up in great numbers all over the 
town . At first, tanning and shoemaking went together, 
almost as one trade, but it was a slow process. They 
were obliged to break up the bark with axes or hammers, 
and then let their hides lie in cold liquor for months be
fore they were tanned. Almost every shoemaker was a 
tanner. 

Jeremiah White and John Howell of Centreville, had 
quite a large tannery of this kind . They did custom 
work : that is, they tanned leather for one-half, while 
those who furnished the hides had the other half. Busi
ness was continued in this tannery until 1840 . 

There was another tanne ry of this kind on Post's 
Creek, about 30 rods below Jared Smith 's saw-mill, which 
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was said to have been the first one ever built in th e town, 

and it was claimed th at the first side of leath er eve r 
tanned in Green e county was tanned here. 

Daniel Peck's tannery at Oak Hill , was of this kind . 
It stood where Mr. Sutton 's barn is. 

Abie! Ba ldw in and Simeon his son had a similar estab
lishment about a quarter of a mile east of D ur ham 
village. 

Jud ge Barker had a large modern st yle tann er y on 
Durham Creek, south of th e vill ag e. The bark-m ill was 
below the bridge, at or near the present location of 
Chittenden's cabinet works . 

In 1865, th e grist-mill, Cheritree's fo undr y, the ma lle

abl e wor ks, and all th e ot h er bu ildin gs con nec ted with 
the se int erest s, were burned to the ground, involving th e 
loss of many thou sands o f dollars. 

The Ch eri tree brothe rs rebui lt their foundry an d plow 
works imme d iately af ter the fire , and are now doing a 
very successfu l busin ess in maki ng " C lima x" p lo ws, and 
many articles in th e hard ware line . 

I n 1854, Calvin Adams returned to Oak Hill and built 
the lo wer foundry, and commence d th e manu facture of 
co ffee-m ills, corn-shellers, door tr imm ing s, etc . In 1856 
the upp er part of the buil ding b urned, but was reb uilt 

Levi Tremain and a ~r. Dryer established a tan nery agam. 
just below the upper bridge, in Oak Hill. It was eve nt- In 1857, Mr. Adams returned to P it tsburg , and -the 
ually turn ed into a foundry. bus ines s was co nt inn ecl by a stock compa ny of ten sh ar e-

Mr. Tremain and a Mr. Howard then built a ve ry holder s. CJp it al $ro,ooo. 
large tann ery where Dean's grist-mi ll is . He tann ed sole In 1862, Wi lli:1111 Paddock, N. C. Whitcomb, and S. R . 
leather principally . He also kept a store there, and built Potter , formed a par tners hip, boug ht the franchises of the 
quite a number of dwellin g houses for his workmen . stock company, increased the capita l to $ 15,000, and went 
The plac e was call ed Tr emain vi lle . on with the business. 

The last tanning d o ne in this t own was at Wellington In 1866, Potter sold hi s int ere st to Messrs . Winc hel 
Peck's tannery , aboL1t a mile west of Oa k H ill. He and !)ie tz. Th e property was pu rchased an ct the capital 
tanned upper leath er pr in c ipally , an d co ntinu ed th e increased to $ 26,000 in clud ing rea l estate, fixt ur es, sto ck 
Lusiness until eight or ten years ago. on hand, etc . T his firm em ploys from 20 to 30 hando, 

The business of brick-making was followed by Dennis and h as be en ve ry succ ess fu l. 
Baldwin,' ' Honest John Peck," and others. It was said Gifford and Hayes, Mr. J aco b Roggen, Mr. St row
that th ere we re five more bri cks in Denn is Bald win' s bridge , Simeon B. Srnith, Dexter S tan na rd , and other s 
chimney than we re us ed in buildin g th e school-house ha ve been intima tely con nec ted with the manu factur ing 
near Darius Wagoner's . interests of 0::ik H ill. Many of th ese men ha ve he ld 

Dr . J . B. Cowles h ad a glue factory near Durham prominent positions in socia l and politi ca l life. 
village, but it is now John Pos t's dwellirg . Wi llia m Paddock h as held the offices of justice o f the 

The Durh am Creamery Ass oc ia tion wa s organized in peace , and supervisor. He is the so n of t he la te Rev. Seth 
1869. It was a stock co mpa ny, hav in g a cash capita l of Paddock, pasto r of th e Her vey Stree t Ba pti st church . 
$3,000. An exce llent qua lity of butter and cheese was N. C. Whitcomb , Jacob Roggen, and A. H . H ayes, 
made her e. But it was not cons id ered a profitabl e in- ha ve occupied the highest official positions in th e tow n. 
vestment, and was abandoned . Mr. Hayi:s lived in Dur h am vi llage, and was enga ged 

Th e vi11age of Oak Hill h as always been the cente r of in the t in and h 0irdwar e bu s iness there . He was an ex 
the manufacturing intere sts of the town. About the ti me cellent man , and belonge d to an excellent fami ly . His 
that the mor e progressi ve farmers became tired of the old fath er, Luther Hayes , came to thi s town in the ea rly 
wooden plow, Messrs. Campbe ll and Scofield established days of the prese nt century. 
a plow man ufac tory on the site now occ upied by th e The cabinet -makin g business wa s comme n ced in Dur
Empir e Foundry of C heritree Brot hers. They made and ham village by a Mr. Ee ll5, early in the hi story of th e 
introdu ced the " D ut cher P low No. 2," whi ch proved to place. His shop, two or th ree dwe lli ngs, an d severa l 
be a great boon to the farmers . But th ey were afra id of smalle r build ings were destroyed by fire, November 24th 
them at first; the y thou ght the y would break! wood en r807. This was the largest fire tha t eve r vis ited the v ii
plows would not. lage. David Cow les and D an iel Booth wer e apprent ices 

In 1844 , Sheld on Cheritree of Middleburgh, bu t for- of M r. Eells. These yo ung men afterward contin ued 
merly of Greenville, bought these plow wo rk s, and ex - the business on their own account ; altho ugh Mr. Boo th 
tended the sea le of operations to oth er classes of work. branc h ed off into the manufacturi ng of h and hay rakes . 
In 1854 he also bought th e De Witt grist- mill adjo in- The business is no w represented by Corne lius Cow les, 
in g, for th e wa ter pri vile ge. son of David Cowl es, and R . P. and J.B. C hi ttenden. 

Previou s to this, hnwever, a Mr . Kimball, wh o had ac
quired th e art of malle ab leizing iron, started a manufac

THE LE GAL FR AT ERNITY. 

tory in th e ta nnery buildin g pr evio usly occupied by Tre - Dur h am villag e has a lways been the h ome of the lega l 
main and Dryer. The business finally went into the fraternity. The first law yer that we h ave any know ledge 
hands of Calvin Adams, who made harn ess trimniings, of, was a Mr. Ca rt er. T here was also Esquir e Ba tt a! 
prin c ip ally. Not succeed ing as he d es ired, h e went to who practic ed law. Both of these men lived in "Broa d

Pittsburg, where he soon acq ui re d a fortune in th e sa me way. 
business. The Adams Brothers, as we have seen, were lawyers. 
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John O'Br ien bought the present A. C . Cowles' home
stead and practic ed law there. Lyman Tremain was his 

student, partner, and successor . 
Benedict B:igley (a relative of Harry Bagley Esq.) and 

Malbone vVatson, of Rensselaerville, composed a legal 
firm, and had the pr.esent lec ture room for their office. 
Bagley became a member of the Legislature, and 'Natson 

went to Catskill. 
They were succeeded by A lmeron Marks, who not 

only practiced law and had several students in his office, 
but at the same t ime managed an extensive business as 
banking agent for the Tanners' Bank of Catskill, and 
also for a New York bank in which Co lonel Adams was 
interested . He was a member of the Legislature and 
supervisor of the town. But his many cares and heavy 

labors broke him down, and he returned to Connecticut, 
where he soon after died. 

Johnson H Baldwin, Augustus R. Macomber, J. P . 
Cowles, and fl. C. Soop have successively occupied the 
bu ildi ng he erected, as a law office. 

Among Mr. Tremain's students we re Frank D. vVinans 
of East Durham, and M. B. Mattice of Livingstonville, 
who, upon Mr. Tremain's removal to Albany, succeeded 
him in the practice of law here . After the death of Mr. 
Winans, Mattice opened an office in Oak Hill, from 
whence he went to Catskill, and is now the county judge 
and surrogate. He also was a member of the Legisla 

ture :rnd supervisor. 
Besides these, there was a Mr. Cummings, who was a 

very able lawyer, and also a Mr. Barlow, who practiced 
h is profession in the village. The fratern ity is now ably 
represen ted by A. C. Cowles Esq. 

D ur ham has given to the wor ld at least two members 
of Congress, two New York State Senators, I7 members 
of th e Legislature (lower hoL1se), one attorney -general, 
two district attorneys, one justice of the State Supreme 
Court, two co unty judges, t wo sher iffs, one county clerk, 

and one mayor, besides 32 supervisors and 37 justices of 
the pea ce; and in the ed ucationa l wor ld, one president of 

a co llege, several principals of public schools, in Albany 
New Jersey, Long Island, and in the State of Nebraska'. 
Connected with the church, there have been two foreign 

missionaries and 27 ministers, besides church officials in 
great numbers . 

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. 

The medical profession has been ably re presented . 
The first physician was probab ly Dr. William Cook, to 
whom we have already ref erred. Dr. Luther vV. Hart, 
Dr. Joseph Blanchard, Dr. Amos Hamlin, Dr. Thomas 
Barrett, Dr . Baldwin, Dr. Brad ley, Dr. Hubbard, Dr. 
Van Dyck, Dr. Rugg , Dr. J.B . Cowles, Dr. Robert Cone, 
Dr. E lias Whittlesey, Dr . Frallk Baldwin , Dr. Reed, Dr. 

Rouse, Dr. Westover, Dr. Wilbur, Dr. Ingralum, and Dr. 

Magilton are among those who have practiced in this 
town. The profession is now ab ly represented by Drs. 
George Conkling, M. H . Simmons, B. J. Hunt, and 
Benjamin. 

MERCHANTS. 

The first merchant was probably Gideon Brockway, 

who kept a store on Meeting -house Hill, in 1789. In 
1806, Benjamin Kirt land had a store in Broadway. In 
18 r r, A If red Hand had a store in Durham village. The 
present firms are Hollenbeck & Ford, I. U. Tripp, Lacy 

& Co., Wetsell & Co., Hull Brothers, W. W. Burhans, T . 
P. Hull, Schuy ler Ives, an·d Joseph Porter. 

THE KA TSKILL CREEK. 

The Katskill Creek is a very rapid stream in time of 
high wa te r, and much d ifficulty has been experienced in 

maintaining bridges across it . Probably the first bridge 
across this stream was bui lt by Jacob Carter. It has 

been rebuilt several times, and, in 1878, a substantia l 
iron bridge was constructed, which, like its predecessors, 
is called the Carter Bridge. He also built a bridge across 
the Katskill at Brown's mill, and, soon after its comple
tion, he was seen approaching it from the north side of 

the stream; but, as he did not appear on the south side, 
search was made for him, which resu lted in finding hi s 
body in the water below. Whether it was a case of ac
cidental drowning will never be known. 

March 3d 1831, the stream was very high and full of 
floating ice . The bridge at Oak Hill was very much 
weakened by the undermining of the abutments. Vin

cent Stil lwell attempted to cross it with horses and sleigh, 
ha ving with him his brother-in-law, Christopher Water
ous, and Waterous' sister. They were thrown into the 
stream, and Mr. Waterous and bis sister were drowned. 
It was two weeks or more befqre Mr. Waterous' body 
was found. 

The Catskill and Canajoharie Railroad crossed the 
Katskill several times in this town, and at the second 
crossing below Oak Hill, there was a lattice-work bridge. 
March 4th 1840, this bridge broke down with a train of 
cars upon it , causing the death of J ehiel Tyler of East 
Durham. 

CRIMES A ND ACCIDENTS . 

Early in August 1846, Rober t James, a drover, was 
murdered by Patrick Flynn, near East Durham. The 
trial was conducted in behalf of the people by Lyman 
Tremain, the district attornc-y, and resulted in the con
viction of Flynn, who suffered the penalty of the law. 
He was said to be the first cr iminal who was executed in 
Greene county. 

August 24th 1846, F lorentine Humphrey of West Dur 
ham, and another young man, were mowing in the field, 
when, by some means, the scythe of the young man cut 
a deep wound in the leg of Mr. Humphrey, severing the 
main artery . In a short time he was dead. The yo un g 
man was tri ed but acquitted. He left the country. 

James Donnelly was swept away by high water and 
drowned, on the night of November 3d 1861. He went 

into one of the buildings connected with th e foundry at 

Oak Hill, in order to secure some of the property of the 
company. While there, the water rose so high that the 
building was swept away, and he was lost. The poor 
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man called for help as he passed down the stream, but 

no help was possible. Stephen Snyder of Medusa, was 
drowned at the same time. 

In April 1870, the reservoir at Rensselaerville broke 
away, and the consequence was a tremendous rush of 
water down the valley of Saybrook Creek; bridges , barns , 
mills, and mill-dams, were swept away like children's 

toys. 
Miss Minnie Turner, about 12 years of age, and other 

members of the family, lived quite near the stream, at 
Saybrook. The water came up against the house so high 
that they, fearing to remain in it any longer, attempted 
to reach the house of a neighbor; but Minnie was 
caught in the current, and borne on down the stream of 

death. 
The autumn of 1869 abounded in heavy rains and 

floods . It was said that the flood of October 4th de
stroyed r6 bridges in the town . Farms were very much 
injured by th t washing of the soil. Oren Porter's farm 
was supposed to be injured to the amount of $r,ooo. 

One of the largest fires in the history of the town was 

that of May 26th 1876, when two hotels, two hotel barns, 
and most of their contents, were destroyed. 

In April 1857, the town was visited by a fearful snow

storm. Snow fell from four to six feet deep, and very 
damp and heavy . The glue factory was partially de
molished. L. A. Hull's barn, and Abijah Ransom's 
barn, were broken down, killing cattle and sheep. Frnit 
trees, in great numbers, were also destroyed. 

THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 

The most important event connected with the history of 

any town or community is the organization of its 

churches; those centers of moral and religious power 

and blessing, without which no community can be truly 
prosperous . The first church organization in this town 

was, without doubt, the Dutch Reformed church at Oak 

Hill. 
The valley of the Katskill was settled principally by 

the Dutch; hence in the records of that church a large 
number of names of that nationality are found. They 

were a sober, religious people, and strongly attached to 
the church of their fathers; and, naturally enoug h, all 
the Dutch people living in the valley, from the village of 

Freehold to Livingstonville and Smithton, together with 
the few scattering families living on the hills in the towns 
of Durham and Rensselaerville, were drawn together 

into one church organization. 
The church building was located about a mile from 

Oak Hill, on the turnpike leading to Preston Hollow. 
The site was donated to the church by Stephen Van 
Rensselaer, the patroon; so that the building itself stood 

just over the line on Rensselaerswyck. 
The exact date of the formation of this church cannot 

be given, but probably it was about the year 1787. The 
preliminary records are lost, but the regular "Church 
Register" dates back to 1790. The record of infant 
baptisms commences August 7th 1794, in which Rev. 
Petrus Van Vlierden acted as pastor. How long he had 

been in the field at that time is not known. His pastor

ate closed in the spring of r798. 
Rev. Peter Labagh was his successor, and commenced 

his labors in 1798, and continued them until May 1809, 
when he was dismissed. He also had the charge of the 
church in Catskill at the same time . The church was 

very prosperous and united under his ministry. 
Rev. Cornelius Schermerhorn began his labors in 

1809, and remained until May 21st r8r8, when he was 

dismissed. The pulpit was then supplied for brief 
periods by different ministers, among whom were: Rev. 
Abraham Fort, Rev. Peter Van Zandt jr., Rev. Jacob 
Van N ehan, Rev. S. Sage, and Revs . Bassett and Page . 

Rev. Stephen Ostrander was installed September 9th 
1824 . He remained until March 1st 183r, when he re
signed. The church had become quite weakened by 
deaths, and removals, and the formation of other churches, 
so that upon the retirement of Mr. Ostrander they were 
without a pastor until June 1832, when they employed 
the Rev. Peter Stryker, V. D. M., for three months. It is 
probable that he remained through the summer; but 
there is no record of ministerial labors performed after 

his retirement, and no additional history of the church 
can be written except that the church building stood un
occupied for several years, and was finally torn down and 
used in the construction of a dwelling house in Oak Hill. 
The church register contains the names of 178 members 
and 7 50 children baptized. 

THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

Many of the settlers of New Durham bc>longed to the 
Congregational Church of Connecticut. They were PL1ri
tans, Rnd believed in God, his word and his day. 

Among the first things they did was to build a log meet
ing-house on the hill, and provide for regnlar meetings 
on the Sabbath. But they were young, and no doubt 
quite diffident, and thought they needed some one to 
take charge of their meetings. 

Deacon Christopher Lord of Saybrook, the father-in
law of Jonathan Baldwin, was sent for. He and Pa
tience, his wife, came in 1787 and spent the remainder of 
their days here. He well supplied the place of pastor 
for ten years. He was a very holy man and was some
times called Priest Lord . He lived near Mr . Baldwin's 

until the death of Mrs. Lord in March 1794, after which 
he lived in Mr. Baldwin's family until his death in No

vember 1797. 
The church was organized November 8th 1792 by 

Rev. Beriah Hotchkin of Greenville. Christopher Lord, 
Lemuel Hotchkiss, Jairus Chittenden, Eliakim Strong, 
Augustus Pratt, John Hull, Joseph Hart, Daniel Mer
win, and Ichabod Scranton, were the original nine mem

bers. January 13th 1793, 37 others united with them . 
Christopher Lord and Joseph Hart were chosen deacons. 

In September 1794, Rev. Mr. Knapp of Canaan, Con
necticut, was with them, and eight others idenli fied them

selves with the church. 
The Rev. Samuel Fuller and Rev. Jon a than Bird 

preached for them occasionally. 



CHURCHES OF bU~HAM. 279 

In 1796 they built a new frame meeting-house on the 
hill near the site of the old log building, which had be
come too small'to accommodate them . 

In the autumn of 1797, Rev . Jesse Townsend came 
among them and remained 12 years . He was much 
liked and his ministry was very successful. During his 
ministry 17 4 members were received into the church. He 

also baptized 232 children. 
September 29th I 799, "The church voted to put 

themselves under the care oi the Northern Associated 
Presbytery," but they retained their Congregational form 
of government. About this time Jonathan Baldwin and 
Benjami1, Chapman were chosen deacons in place of 
Deacon Lord, deceased, and Deacon Hart, removed. 

Rev . Seth Williams, D. D., was the next pastor. He 
remained from 1810 to 1829. He was an eminently 
faithful and holy man . His ministry was greatly hon
ored. He received 241 members and baptized 385 child
ren . May 3d 1810, 56 members were received. In 1813 
they elected Benjamiri Hubbard sen . as deacon. In 
1816 they gave letters of dismission to 35 members, who 
organized the Second Presbyterian Church at West Dur
ham. The same year they elected David Baldwin and 
Noah Baldwin deacons, in place of Deacon Jonathan 
Baldwin, removed, and Deacon Hubbard, dismissed. In 
1821 the church building was removed to "Broadway," 
which interrupted their peace for the time, but the wis
dom of the pastor and others prevailed and harmony was 

restored . 
Upon the retirement of Dr. Williston, Rev. Elam Clark 

preached for them a short time . 
Rev . Jonathan Cone came among them in 1830, and 

remained nearly 17 years. Soon after his arrival the 
church became Presbyterian in its form of government, 
and elected Benjamin Chapman, David Baldwin, Noah 
Baldwin, Luther Hayes, James Baldwin 2d, Lyman 
Strong , Dennis Baldwin, Thomas Hitchcock, and John 
Wright jr., elders . The year 1831 was a prosperous year 
for the church . A powerful revival of religion continued 
nearly through the year. At two communions 78 mem
bers were received, and 203 during his ministry . 

Rev . Charles Evans then preached for them about a 
year, and was succeeded, June rst 1848, by Rev. Marcus 
Smith, whose ministry continued eight years . He did a 
great work for the church, not only in restoring union 
and peace among its members, but in 1851, largely 
through his influence, they took their church building 
down and built a larger one in the village. In 1850 they 
secured a suitable building for a lecture room. During 
the pastorate of Mr. Smith 48 members were received 
into the church . He was of Scotch ancestry, and as a 
preacher and an organizer he p~ssessed rare abilities. 

Rev. Elias L. Boing was his successor. He com
menced his work July 13th 1856, and continued until 
March 13th 1864. He was a faithful pastor, and re
ceived 101 members into the church. 

Rev. Andrew P. Freese very ably and acceptably sup
plied their pulpit for 15 months . 

Rev. V. Le Roy Lockwood was the next pastor. He 

came in October 1865, and remained until April 1869. 
There were 75 persons who united with the church 
during his pastorate. He was a man of talent, and a 

splendid preacher. 
Rev . Charles Boynton succeeded 

of 1869, and remained until June 
time 74 were added to this church. 
man , and an instructive preacher. 

him in the summer 
1879, during which 
He was a well read 

In October 1879,Rev.E.L .Boing commenced his second 
pastorate in this church, and is the present incumbent . 
The membership May 1st 1883, was 127. More than 
1,000 persons have been members of this church. 

There were some peculiar customs in vogue in the 
early days of this church. They had a "covenant," 
which all who were willing to aid in "supporting preach
ing" signed; some more and some less . Upon this 
"covenant" a tax was laid, as funds were needed from 
time to time . BLtt as the circumstances of those who 
had signed the covenant were sometimes reduced, this 
tax became oppressive. After several experiments the 
present annual pew rent system was adopted . 

For a long time they had" tything men ." They were 
elderly men, appointed once a year, and their business 
was to keep order among the young people, especially 
those who occupied seats in the gallery. Everybody 
went to church in those days, rowdies as well as others. 
Now it is different and tything men are not needed . 

The introduction of instrnmental music was attended 
with difficulty and danger. Charles Johnson was the 
chorister, and the wording of the subscription paper 
which he drew up and circulated, is a model of courteous 
entreaty. He succeeded; and when Elizur Baldwin be
gan to play on that liass-viol, "there was music in the 
air." But, as one of the ancient men said, '' peace and 
harmony was restored." 

The church, or rather, meeting-house on the hill was 
without a steeple,although at one of their society mee,tings 
they voted that "if any persons wish to adorn the house 
with a steeple, they may have free toleration." But in 
1821, when the church was removed to "Broadway" 
they erected a steeple, and in 1823 they purchased ~l~e 
bell. They retained the old-fashioned pews until 1833 . 

The meetings connected with the Washingtonian 
movement of 1841-44 were held in this church, and 500 
signed the pledge. 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH . 

In the year 1788, Deacon Obed Hervey and others 
settled in Hervey Street. They belonged to the Baptist 
church of North East, Dutchess county. Deacon Her
vey was a very godly man, and was abou t this time (a l
though well advanced in life ) ordained as a preacher of 
the gospel. Their first meetings were held in the houses 
and barns of the settlers . Elder Hervey died in 1808 

. ' aged 86. Hrs son Obed was also a deacon, and con-
tributed much toward the welfare of the church. 

His son Hermon was ordained, and was their pastor 
30 years, and the ch urch was very prosperous under his 
ministry. The meeting-house at Hervey Street was built , 
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and many additions were made to the church. One of 

his sons, Russell, was also ordained and is now preaching 
in Michigan. In 1839, Elder Hermon Hervey re
signed . 

Elder Stephen Jones succeeded him. He remained 
about three years, and his labors were very acceptable 
to the church. He was succeeded by Elde .r D. W. Rob
ertson in a short pastorate. In 1843, the excellent and 
venerable Elder Seth Paddock became their pastor. His 
ministry continued until 1857, when he resigned on ac
count of the infirmity of age . Tl1e church had become 
weakened by deaths and removals. 

In 1859, Elder Ale xander Mackey became their pastor 
and continued his labors until August 1860. 

In September 1860, Elder W. W. Ferris preached for 
them, and also at a school-house in East Durham. There 
was no church there at that time, but the interest was 
such that they soon took measures to supply that lack. 
In October 1861 the church was dedicated, and Elder 
Ferris remained until 1864, when he resigned. 

Elder Hiram Haynes then occupied their desk for one 
year; and in 1865, Elder Avery M. Cole became their 
pastor and continued about thirteen years. He was suc
ceeded by Elder Alling. Elder Haas also preached here 
at one time . 

The present pastor, Elder J. R. Simmons, came in 
1882, and the church is prospering under abundant and 
well directed labors. 

In 1868 that portion of the church livi11g near Acra in 
Cairo, was organized into a separate church which some
what weakened both the Hervey Street and the East 
Durham churches. 

The church at Hervey Street bas had occasional 
1;reaching by the late Elder Paddock (after his resigna
tion), and others, although their numbers are small and 
they are quite disheartened . 

THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHES. 

The early settlers of East Durham organized a class, 
and commenced to build a church. The frame, was 
raised, and work commenced upon it. It stood quite 
near the present cemetery, near the village . The date 
cannot be given, but it was probably 90 years ago, per
haps longer ago than that. 

Quite a number of the settlers aboLtt New Durham 
were Methodists , and they finally bought the frame, of 
the East Durham people, and set it up on the hill near 
the Presbyt erian meeting-honse. Among those who were 
members of this church in early days, were Zoath Smith 
sen., John Jerome, Harris Giddings, Jabez Hubbard, 
Caleb Wetmore, Ezra Walker sen., Joseph Adams, and 

Russell Goff. 
Some very eminent clergymen were among their preach

ers. Phineas Rice, Nathan Bangs, who was a very able 
man, Bela Smith , a native of Cornwallsville, and Thomas 
Barrett D . D . and M. D., and probably others, preached 
on the hill. The Methodist preachers in those days had 
very large circuits. This church is supposed to be the 
oldest church of the denomination in the county. The 

church at Coeymans, Albany county, is the mother 
church, and the circuit inclnded Coeymans, Cats
kill, Durham, and a part of Delaware county. As the 
forests were cleared away, the hill became very bleak, 
and moreover a majority of the church members lived in 
the neighborhood of Corn wallsville . Hence, in 182 1, 
they moved the church building there. Dr. Barrett was 
the preacher then, and lived in Cornwallsville, and served 
the church several years. He was succeeded by Revs. 
Jesse Hunt, Moses Amadon, Eli Denniston, Samuel M. 
Knapp, 0 . G. Hedstrom, W. H . Smith, William Bloomer, 
A. S. Lakin, and Valentine Buck, who afterward became 
a presiding elder. 

In 1844, the part of the church living in Durham vil
lage was organized as a separate church. They bought 
the dwelling house formerly occupied by }Lidge Barker, 
turned it around, and fitted it up for a church. Since then 
it has been enlarged and beautified, and is now a pleasant 
sanctuary. The first board of trustees consisted of Daniel 
Booth, John O'Brien, Eben P . Smith, William Pierce, and 
Asaph Hulbert. 

Both of these churches belonged to one charge, and 
their ministers were the Revs . Silas Fitch, Ar,ron Rodgers, 
William F. Gould, 0. P. Mathews, Z. D. Scoby, William 
Goss, Jeremiah Ham, Daniel Wright, H. C. Humphrey, 
L. B. Andrus, and A. F. Selleck. 

During Mr. Selleck's pastorate the Methodist people at 
Oak Hill were organized into a church. They chose 
Charles W. Pierce, Israel P. Utter, James H. Welch, and 
William Paddock as trustees. They also elected a build
ing committee, and on November 2d 1859, the church 
was dedicated. Mr. Selleck was the first pastor, this 
church being add ed to his charge. For a few years this 
charge had two preachers; the principals were Revs. 0. 
P. Mathews and William Hall. Since that, this church 
has belonged to another charge. It is now under the 
care of Rev. W . R. Goss, an excellent preacher, and the 
church is in a prosperous state, and is doing good work 
for the people, and for the cause of religion and temper
ance. 

The churches at Cornwallsville and Durham have since 
had, as preachers, Revs. J. H. Hawhurst, Robert Kerr, 
W. W. Shaw, 0. P . Dale, J. P. Burger, S. Merchant, M. 
Couchman, and J . H. Champion . 

The people of East Dnrham, although without a church 
building, had kept up the class, although it does not ap
pear to have had a continuous history. But they held 
meetings when they could, and struggled on. In 1880, 
they were organized as a church. J. W. Slater, J. More
house, Thomas Catlin, W. H. Wetmore, and C. D. Tubbs 
were the first board of trustees . They built a neat little 
sanctuary, which was dedicated June 25th 1882. Rev. 
M . Couchman was their first pastor, and Rev. J. H. 
Champion is his successor. 
of promise for the future. 
Durham charge. 

The new organization is full 
The church belongs to the 

The Methodist churches of this town have g,iven t'-' 

the world a large number of earnest Christian people not 

only, but very many preachers of the Gospel, among 
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whom are Bela Smith, Harris Giddings, Samuel Merwin, 
John B. Stratton, Samuel M. Knapp, a Mr. Lockwood, 
David Dutcher, James W. Smith, Thomas B. Smitl1, 
Charles Battersby, Henry Battersby (son of Charles), and 
Stillman Goff. 

These Methodist churches have been thus grouped, 
without regard to their chronological order, because they 
are or were so grouped as one charge. 

ST. PAUL'S PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH . 

The first record we have of any attempt to establish 
this church, is in connection wi th a meeting held at 
Adijah Dewey's, in Durham vill age, October 16th 1809. 
They had probably held meetings for consultat ion 
previous to this, but at thi s time they subscr ibed to a 
covenant as follows· 

"We, the subscribers do hereby covenant with each 
other that as soon as fifteen or more shall have subscribed 
to this Instrument, we will meet and form ourselves into 
a church agreeable to law." 

Rev. James Thompson, who has alr eady been men 
tioned, was for a long time pastor of this church, and lies 
buri ed in the church cemetery at Oak Hill. He kept a 
journal from which the following is copied: 

"The Rev. Samuel Fuller was the first clergyman that preached at 
Durha1n, and organized the church. He was a Presbyterian minister for 
eighteen years, and being convinced of th e inv alidity of his ordination, 
left that body and embrac ed th e Episcopal chu rc h, as the true church 
of Christ, and was ordained in 1811. He preached at Durham one-ha lf 
of his time, from th e time of his ordination until 1818, as a m issionary . 
He had the care of the church at Windham and Stamford a lso, for one 
or two years. After that the Rev. Ja m es Thompson had the care of the 
parish as mission ary until th e church was bui lt and consecrated, Novem
ber 21st 1834. The Rev. ·wmiam Morris preached here and at l{ensselaer 
vi lle one year . Tl;ie Rev. Mr. Prout, one year, Rev. ,John Scovi lle, nine 
1nonths, after him the Rev. George Sayres. The above named clergy
men have been hired as assistants with the llev. James Thompson , who 
now continues his services in the 75th year of bis age. '11hesc n1inutes 
were made by me, Apri l 13th 1841." 

,~ JAMES THOMPSON, l\:lissionary. '' 

Rev. James Thompson died August 19th 1844, aged 
77. T he churc h was consecrated as St. Pau l' s church, 
by the Right Rev. Benjamin Tredwell Onderdonk, D. D. 

The pastors since Rev. Mr. Thompson have been: Rev. 
James W. Stewart, Rer. L. A. Barrows, Rev . Mr. Par 
ker, Rev. D. G. Wright, Rev. John W. Hoffman, Rev. 
Henry H . Bates (died at Oak Hill), Rev. W. T. Boo ne, 
Rev. H. C. Randa ll, Rev. Erastus Webster, Rev. H . C. 
Brayl'on, and Rev. Joseph W. Norwood. 

The wardens have been: Edward Hand, Stephen 
Jarvis, George Bellamy, Sheldon Cheritree, Lev i 
Tremain, Aaron Roggen, John H. Cher itr ee, Harry J. 
Peck, James Ter Bush, and Char les A . Hall. The 
church is now (1883) undergoing repairs and en large 
ment. 

THE SECOND P RESBYTER I AN CHURCH. 

This church, located at West Durham, was organized 
May 7th 1816, and, on the 22d day of May the same 
year, they inst alled Rev. Jan~es Jewell as their first pas
tor. This c hurch was a co lon y from the first Presby
terian ch urc h, and its history up to this time was inti
mately connected with the history of that church. In 
many respects, howe ver, it had a separate history. 

Deacon Samuel Scoville was ve ry much such a man as 
Deacon Christopher Lord, and did the same kind of work 
for the commun ity in th e early days. 

In 1808, a meeting-house was built, in which the Revs. 
Townsend and Vlilliston preached at times. This bu ild
ing stood at the west side of the cemetery . 

January 14th 1814 the society was organ ized, and 
Deacon Benjamin Hubbard, E lam Fin ch, and Joshua 
Nowlen were cho sen trustees. At this tim e they employ 
ed a Rev. Mr. Hardy as their minister, and paid him by 
means of their covenant ta x. Mr. Jewett was their pasto r 
until his death, which took place in July 1825 . He was a 
faithful pastor, and 22 were added to the church dur ing 
his ministry. 

Rev. Linus H. Fellows succeeded him in April 1826, 
and was their pastor thirty years. He was very sed ate 
in his manners, and the church en joy ed a steady pros
perty under his teaching. 

Rev. Salmon Strong and others preached for them oc
casionally for the ne xt four years. During Mr. Fellow's 
pastorate, in 1834, they rebuilt their church building on 
its pr esent sit e, and M . C. Boughton, Wells Finch, G. 
Brainerd , and Alvin Doty were the building committee . 

They also had tything men, and, April rst 1825, th ey 
instructed the tything men" to call the children by name 
that play in the gallery twice, and if they persist in play, 
to put th e law in force; also that notice be given to the 
you ng men not to take seats in the female's pews in the 
gallery, also that we will endeavor to suppr ess immor al ity 
and tr ave lin g on the Sabbath by ta lkin g with the offender , 
and if necessary proceed according to law ." 

They gave much attention to singing, :rnd appo inte d 
William Doty as chori ster, with Matthew C. Boughton, 
Alvin Doty, Thomas Sutton, Jesse Addis, and And rus 
Newell, as assistan ts. They, with the early members of 
the other Presbyter ian church in the town, were in the 
habit of " kee ping Saturday nigh t" as holy tim e; a cus
tom which was kept up in some fami lies until within pe r
haps 25 years. 

Rev. Alvin Cooper was their pastor from 1860 to 1870 . 
Up to this t ime it was a Con grega ti onal church, but 
during hi s ministry they became Presbyterian . Ber i 
Wade, Orville Moss and Z in a Newell were cho sen elde rs. 

Since Mr . Cooper's res ignatio n they ha ve had p reach
ing by the Revs. Mr. Gillett, S. Goff, A. Rodgers, C. Boyn
ton, C. 0. Reynolds, Mr. Wyckoff, and E. L. Boing . 
These men are all living except Rev. Mr . Reynolds, who 
was a clear and earnes t prea cher, a devoted minister, and 
a most excellen t man in all respects . 

TH E PR ESB YTERIAN CHURCH OF CENTREVILLE . 

This church was organized July 6th 1834, by Rev. 
Jonathan Cone and Rev . Linus H. Fellows, who were 
appoin te d by the Columbia Presb yte ry for that pur pose . 

Thornas Caldwe ll and wife Minerva, H enry Clark 1111d 
wife Lydia, Will iam Fi eld, Miss Catherin e F ield, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Judd, Mr s. Polly Howe ll , anci Mrs . J erus ha 
Howell, were the origina l memb ers . T homas Caldwe ll 
and Henry Clark were chosen elders. 
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September 12th 1835, Rev. John J. Thompson became 

their first pastor . In November 1835, 32 members were 
received as the result of a revival under Mr. Thompson's 
ministry. 

Rev. Tyrell Blair became their pastor January 4th 
1838, and 66 were added to the church under his minis
try. 

Among those who have occnpied the pulpit of this 
church are the following: Rev. Ransom B. Welsh, Rev. 
Dr. Henry White, Rev. Ezra Gordon Johnson (died De
cember 23d 1851), Rev. Mr . Fellows, Rev. A.H . Lilly, 
Rev . Alexander Totten, Rev. A. P. Freese, Rev. S. M. 
McKinney, Rev. William Carr, Rev. B. D. B. Wyckoff 
(now a missionary to India), and Rev. A. P. Freese for 
the third time of service in this church. He died Nov
ember 21st 1883. He was an eloquent preacher, and an 
able expounder of the truth . 

Messrs. Thomas Caldwell, Henry Clark, Abram Sny
der, Hon. Perkins King, Daniel T. Teal, Jacob H. Bo
gardus, Peter H. White, W. 0. French, Ansel Webster, 
and James V. Hulse, have constituted the session. 

SCHOOLS. 

The town of Durham has had, and still has, many ex
cellent schools and many excellent teachers, one of 
whom is now passing·through his 28th year in the busi
ness. The first teacher we have any knowledge of as 
teaching in this town was Polly Chittenden in 1787 and 
r;,88 . She was succeeded by Elizabeth Dudley in r 789. 
'' Master Wires" lived on the " Hill" and taught many 
years. Anson Strong and William C. Farmer were al
most life-long teachers. 

In Durham village there have been select schools from 
very early in its history taught by Prof. Eaton, Dwight 
Baldwin, Salmon Strong, Robert Cone, Prof. Nowlen, 
Mrs. Best, Prof. Ayres, J. P. Cowles, Miss Elizabeth 
King, Miss Fensham, Miss Hartwell and others. 

Prof. Zina Newell taught the West Durham Seminary, 
a flourishing institution, for a long period of years. That 
institution was the means of sending forth into the world 
some of the brightest intellects and some of the most 
practical men of the age. This institution would prob
ably have been sustained and have become permanent if 
it had enjoyed the advantages of a large viliage and been 
located on some thoroughfare : 

BO A RD ING HOUSES . 

The keeping of summer boarders is becoming a busi
ness of inc reasing importance in this town . A few are 
mentioned as representatives of the many who are en
gaged in the busines~ . 

The Grand View Mountain House is located on the 
northern declivity of High Peak , and as its name indi
cates, the view from the porch and from the roof is 
grand, embracing portions of four States-New York, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Vermont, also the Cap
itol at Albany and the Hudson River. It is six miles 
from Windham, ten miles from Hunter, twelve miles 
f:-om South Cairo, and nine miles from Mount Pisgah . 

The house was built by E. Dickerman in 1872, and ac
commodates from 85 to 90 gue sts . A . B. Chichester is 
the manager. 

The Butts House is in the immediate neighborhood of 
Grand View and was built in 1879 by Isaac Butts, the 
present proprietor. Capacity, 35 guests. It is easy of 
access, being on the Windham Turnpike, which is an 
excellent road and abounds in many charming views of 
nature. 

The Summit House, as its name indicates, is at the top 
of the mountain. It was built in 1848 by Barney Butts, 
who was the most famous hunter in this section of the 
mountains. He possessed remarkable courage and pow
ers of endurance , and it was his special delight to hunt 
bears, and his guests were often gratified not only in 
hearing him rehearse the many intensely interesting in
cidents of bear hunting, but they were permitted to form 
a personal acquaintance with bruin himself, tamed and 
subdued by Mr. Butts' skill. The house itself has been 
enlarged and improved since its construction, and will 
accommodate 90 guests. Abbot Lamereaux, a son-in
law of Barney Butts, is the proprietor. 

The Curtis House is on the same turnpike, and on the 
eastern declivity of the same mountain. Opened in 1842 
as a hotel, since 1856 the principal business has been 
summer boarding. It will accommodate 40 guests. A 
farm of 500 ;;.cres is attached. Gilbert Curtis is the pro
prietor. He has carried on an extensive business in 
lumbering and in coopering. He is the son of Silas 
Curtis, and a native of Connecticut. He was born in 
1808, and came to Durham in 1825 . He has been promi
nent in town affairs . 

The Lawrence House at Cornwallsville is a unique 
structure of cottages, connected by broad verandas, 
which give it an inviting look to the heated denizens of 
the city . It has a capacity for 25 guests. 

H . H. Hough is a farmer and boarding-honse ketper, 
near Cornwallsville. He is one of twelve children, was 
born in 1815 of Connecticut parentage, and is much re 
spected. His father, Theron, reached 90 years of age, 
and was an estimable man. 

The France House is conducted by Mr. France. He 
is a native of Albany county, and is of Holland-German 
descent. The location is sheltered and sightly, wi_.1 an 
abundance of fruit, and a fine spring of water. 

The ·wetmore family have been very influential for 
the last 50 years. Caleb Wetmore was a native of 
Canada and was a cattle dealer. About the year 1823 he 
came to Cornwallsville and enga ged in business, nnnag
ing a farm, keeping hotel, etc. He had a large family of 

children. 
Hiram was the eldest; his wife was a daughter Qf 

Christopher Waterous who was drowned in the Katskill 
Creek. Three of their sons live in town, viz: Clark, who 
is extensively engaged in the boarding business, and who 
married Julia Utter, of Oak Hill; Charles, a hard work
ing farmer; and Ferris ; the latter of whom occupies his 

father's homestead. 
Caleb W etmore's youngest son,~ Charles , was a long 
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BOARDING HOUSES IN DURHAM. 

time resident of the place, but now resides in Catskill
Armenus Smith, who married his daughter Elizabeth, 
occupies his former house, the Judge Austin place, while 
William, ihe son, is a farmer, living near East Durham . 

Mrs . Leah Snyder, a daughter of J arnes Ransom, and 
the widow of James Snyder, both belonging to ancient 
families in the town, is also engaged in the boarding 
business. She and her son William are respected by 
all. Her daughter, Mrs. Strong and son Wilbur, also 

keep boarders. 
Ezra Brown and son are engaged in keeping summer 

boarders. Mr. Brown is a native of Schoharie county, 
although the family formerly lived in Coxsackie town . 
He is very active for a man born in the last century, and 
retains his mental faculties remarkably . He reared a 
family of nine children, four of whom reside in Durham. 

The Shady Glen House stands on an eminence from 
which an extensive view of the mountains is obtained. 
Its proximity to the glen adds materially to its ad
vantages as a boarding house . It has a good farm at
tached. E. D. Elliott is the proprietor. Mr. Elliott and 
James, his brother, who died in 1882, greatly respected. 
belong to a family of eleven children, descended from 
Nathan Elliott, who was their great-great-grandfather, 
and who was born in Guilford, Connecticut, about the 
year 1740 . He became a Baptist preacher and located 
in Orange county, N. Y. He was an ardent patriot, and 
in his sphere, did what he could for his country in her 
time of need. His only son, Nathan, located in Albany 
county, from whom descended James; the father of this 
family of eleven . The mother was Abigail Ramsdell of 
Greenville . Theodore, another brother, was an enter 
prising farmer. · He died in 1880. 

These three brothers forcibly illustrate the maxim that, 
"where there's a will there's a way ." Having few of the 
advantages which wealth brings, they, by intense energy, 
pushed their way upward to independence. 

The Mace House is conduc ted by Henry S. Mace. 
The location is central and of easy access, being about 
equally distant between the villages ot Oak Hill, Durham 
and East Durham,in a pleasant neighborhood,and abound
ing in attractive rural scenery . Mr. Mace and his neigh
bor, H. Haskins, are Schoharie county men; they are 
good farmers and are valuable men. 

The Summer Home, Francis De Frate, proprietor, 
is a deservedly popular house, located near Eagle Bridge. 
Mr. De Frate was born in New York city in 1811, and is 
of French descent . The house and its surroundings 
are very pleasant. It was the early home of Hon. 
Lyman Tremain, the great lawyer, judge and statesman . 

The Patroon Place, S. Hedges, proprietor, is the 
former home of Patroon Barker; large farm, fine 
house and quiet neighborhood. The family is con 
nected with some of the most ancient and honored 
families in the town . 

The village of East Durham is a charming place for 
boarders; bright, clean and new. Some of the city 
people own and occupy houses there. 

The Rockefeller family is an ancient and hit'>hly re-
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spected family, and quite numerous . Amos, Harry, 
Jacob, and others keep summer boarders . 

The Van Tassel family originally consisted of 15 child
ren . The father, Theodore Van Tassel, was a native of 
Germany, and located at East Durham about the year 
1800. Reuben, his son, married Elizabeth, <laughter of 
Cyrus French, and has a fine boarding house and farm . 
Allen lives near the Carter Bridge, and is a fine man . 
Luke, the youngest, occupies a good farm. His wife 
was a daughter of Deacon R. R . Post, of the Baptist 
church. 

PERSONAL MENTION. 

The town of Durham has many enterprising men, whose 
influence has a controlling effect upon the character of 
the town. 

George W. Russ of Centreville is an excellent farmer, 
and a very capable business man . He was for several 
years assistant United States revenue assessor, also town 
assessor. He spent much of his younger days in schooi" 
teaching. His father, Adam Russ , was a native of Al
bany county, and came to Durham in 1809 . 

R. E. Taylor was born in Westerlo, Albany county. 
His father, Owen, came from Rhode Island while a young 
man, and settled in Westerlo. Mr. Taylor owns one of 
the best farms in the town, and as a citizen he is much 
esteemed. He married Louisa Utter of Oak Hill. He 
also is an experienced school teacher. 

Warren Barlow is a native of Albany county and is the 
neighbor of Mr. Taylor. His mother was Lydia Wright, 
daughter of Deacon George Wright, one of the first 
settlers of Wright Street . Mr. Barlow has a large and well 
cultivated farm . He married Jane Jones of Connecti
cut parentage, living in Cairo. 

Fletcher Rodgers is the son of Rev . Aaron Rodgers 
(deceased), who was a very able preacher in the Methodi st 
Episcopal church . He was a native of Schoharie county, 
and was of Welsh ancestry. He learned the hatter's 
trade by which he supported himself while preparing for 
the ministry. He married Rebecca, the daughter of 
Gillamore Rickerson, one of the first settlers here. 
Fletcher is the only child now living in this town. 

Andrew J. Mackey is a native of Albany county . He 
was one of a family of 12 children. His father, Alexander, 
formerly lived in Dutchess county. Mr. Mackey is a mem 
ber of the Baptist church at East Durham, and a re
spected farmer. 

Charles 0 . Miller is a substantial farmer of Durham. 
His father, Peter H ., was born in 1798, and his grand
father, Jacob, was a resident of the present town of Hal
cott. He was a soldier in the war of 1812, and a jus
tice of the peace in the town of Lexington. Mr. Miller 
married a daughter of Elder Moore, a Baptist clergyman 
of Lexington . 

Niles Gifford is the son of John N. Gifford of Rensse
laerville. He has an excellent farm and is a successful 
sheep raiser. He is a member of the Methodist Episco
pal church at Oak Hill, and superintendent of the Sun
day-school. He has held the office of town assessor. 
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John Parks was born in Ireland in 1817; came to this 
country in 1846; and now has a good mountain farm of 
about 200 acres, which he has secured by the labor of 
his hands. He and Isabella Hunter, whom he married 
in Ireland, are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church . They have had 12 children, of whom Alexander 
H. Parks is the elriest. He is one of the most enter
prising young farmers in Durham. He devotes much at
tention to the dairying business. He married Mary E., 
daughter of E. Nelson More, who is one of the best 
Christian men in the town. 

A. L. and D. L. Hull have productive farms and are 
good farmers and excellent men. The former gives 
special attention to dairying, and the latter has a Luge 
and well conducted apiary. 

J. W. Cunningham is a successful farmer and mechanic. 
He raises premium stock, and excellent crops of corn 
and other grain. His farm is a model of neatness. 

George A. Cunningham is a half brother of the above, 
and they belong to a family of 15 children. The father, 
Henry Cunningham, was born in Ireland, and emigrated 
to this country in 18r9. He was a nail-maker. George 
has a good farm and a fine new house near Carter Bridge. 

Oswin Rockwell has a good farm and stone-quarry 
near Cornwallsville. He married Philura, daughter of 
Rev. Seth Paddock of Hervey Street. Bis father, Mar
tin Rockwell, was a native of Ridgefield, Connecticut, 
and died in this town. Silas, a brother of Martin, was a 
Revolutionary soldier and is said to have served in 
every campaign of the war. 

Calvin Borthwick is a farmer near Cornwallsville, and 
is a very useful man. His paternal ancestors were 
natives of Scotland; his maternal, of Connecticut. He 
was a soldier in the great civil war, and was posses;ed of 
inflexible patriotism and courage. He was entrusted 
with many difficult and dangerous expeditions. His wife 
was the daughter of Bela Smith jr., who was an excellent 
man and a son of Rev. Bela Smith. Mr. Borthwick is a 
native of Schoharie conn ty. 

Hiram Deitz is a native of Albany county, and is now 
engaged in manufacturing at Oak Hill. He is a promi
nent member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and was 
for many years their chorister. 

J. H. Lacy, formerly of Freehold, is now engaged in 
the mercantile business at East Durham. He is an enter
prising business man. He married a daughter of George 
Clark, Esq., of Freehold. 

Aaron Baker was formerly engaged in the hardware 
business at Durham village. He is now the postmaster 
at Oak Hill. He is much respected and is a member of 
the Christian church. 

Kingsley Baker, son of the above, is a hardware mer
chant in Durham village. He was a soldier in the great 
civil war, served three years and was honorably dis
charged. He was in the battle of Gettysburg, and many 
others. 

J. M. Hallock occupies the former Dr. William Cook 
place. He is a good farmer, and has an extensive prac· 
tice as a veterinary surgeon and farrier. 

Abraham Snyder is a venerable citizen of Durham vil
lage, and was born in Albany county, in 1801. Until a 
few years since he was an active farmer, and is still an 
unceasing worker in the church. 

Edwin Palmer, a native of Albany county, is an active 
business man, possessing the confidence of all. He was 
for a number of years the deputy sheriff. 

Hollenbeck and Ford are cousins, and natives of Al· 
bany county. Their parents were influential members of 
the Baptist church. They are enterprising young men, 
and successful merchants in Oak Hill. 

John Campbell (deceased) was one of the hardy, in
dustrious tillers of the soil in Durham. He was a na· 
tive of Ireland, and when he emigrated, he came without 
friends or means here, but he acquired both. His widow 
is a daughter of the late Eli Hubbard, of Windham. 

Henry P. Lacy is a native of Homer, Cortland county. 
His father, Rolland, was a farmer and mechanic. His 
mother was the sister ot Hon. Zadoc Pratt, of Pratts
ville. Mr. Lacy has been an elder in the Presbyterian 
church of Durham, since 1857. He is much esteemed in 
the community. He is an agriculturist. 

Newell Goff is a native of Albany county. He former
ly resided in Conesville, and during the last 15 years has 
resided in Durham. He has a fine large farm, and is 
engaged in raising hops. 

Henry Abrams is the present efficient road commis
sioner of Durham. His father was a native of Long 
Island, and a resident of Greenville . Two of his sons 
gave their lives in defence of their country during the 
great civil war. 

Orloff Austin is an honest, industrious and genial 
farmer of Durham. He is a native of Windham, and his 
wife was born in Schoharie county . They are much re· 
spected in the community. 

W. S. Doolittle is a native of Albany county. His 
father, Daniel Doolittle, was born in 1796, and at six 
years of age came with his parcn ts to Medusa. There 
were four sons: Talmage, William S., Daniel and James. 
Mr. Doolittle has a good farm and is a thorough farmer. 

George Richmond is one of a family of six children of 
Asa Richmond of Columbia county. In 1803 he moved 
to Windham, where he reared his family. Mr. Richmond 
is a farmer of good standing, and of a kind, sociable na
ture. 

A. W. Purington was one of our noble" boys in blue" 
in the great civil war; the son of Joseph B. Purington, 
and was born in Malta, Saratoga county. His mother 
was Ann Wright, a descendant of the family of that 
name in Wright Street. Mr. Purington enlisted in the 
14th N. Y. volunteers, September 2d 1861: was in the 
seven days' battle before Richmond; received a gunshot 
wound July 1st c862, and was discharged September 

U . B. Winchell is a prominent and 
church an.d community at Oak Hill. 
m :rn ufacturing. 

useful man in the 20th 1862, a cripple for life, but a noble fellow every 

He is engaged in way . 
William Laverty is a native of Ireland. He came to 





ENTERPRISING MEN OF DURHAM. 

America at 18 years of age; worked for Hon . B. G. 
Morss 24 years; enlisted in 1863; was in the battles of 
the Wilderness and others that followed it until the fall of 
Richmond, and until the close of the war . He is now a 
prosperous farmer of Durham. 

James J. Reed enlisted in the 156th N. Y. volunteers, 
August 3d 1863; was engaged in the quartermaster's 
and commissary departments, and was discharged Sep
tember 11th 1865 . He is a mason by trade and resides 
in the village of Durham. 

Platt A. Smith is a representative farmer and shepherd 
of Durham. He married Sarah Arminda Field, a member 
of one of the ancient and honored families of the town. 
He is the son of Eben P. Smith, formerly of Catskill, but 
now spending the evening of his days in the home of 
these, his dutiful children. The grandfather, Abie!, 
lived in Middlesex county, Massachusetts. 

A . A. and R. E. Searing are the sons of Amos Searing, 
who was born in Columbia county, in 1796, and became 
a resident of this town in 1824. This family and the 
Cleveland family are related by marriage. These brothers 
are well-to-do farmers. 

Erastus Traver is a farmer residing near East Durham, 
is a native of Schoharie county, the son of John, and the 
grandson of Charles Traver, who was born in Connecti
cut, and was a prominent member of the Methodist 
church in Schoharie county. 

Erwin Lawrence. The circumstances under which Mr. 
Lawrence has risen from obscurity to the position he 
now occupies, afford a striking example of what a young 
man of perseverance may do. He was born in New 
York city in 1853, and, while yet an infant, both his par
ents died, and he was taken to the Orphans' Home, 
where he remained until he was 11 years of age, when 
he was adopted by Edward Johnson of Durham, where 
he foL:nd a home ind eed, until he reached his majority. 
Then he tried the West for a short time, but preferring 
the East, he return ed, married Miss C. Fairchild of 
Vvindh am, bought a farm, and is successfully and honor
ably filling a good position in society. 

Peter Miller is the son of the late Peter Miller, who 
was a native of Columbia county, but lived on the farm 
now occupied by Mr. Miller near Norton Hill. He 
married Eliza, daughter of Cyrus Field, of DLnham. He 
is a first rate farmer and a fine man. 

Ralph Campbell is of Scotch ancestry, a son of Wil
liam and Mary (Gray) Campbell, and a native of Albany 
county. He is a successful farmer and dairyman, very 
retiring in his manners, but of sterling worth. 

Jared Woodard is the son of Amos Woodard, who was 
born in this town in 1817. His father, Jared, was a 
native of Washington county, and was a blacksmith. The 
whole family are frugal in their hahits and are well-to-do 
farmers. 

William H. Cummings, of Durham village, distin

guished himself as a soldier; serving in that capacity for 
14 years, first as a volunteer until the close of the war, 
when he entered the regular service as a musician. He 
remained in the service until 1875, when he was dis-

charged. He is a member of the Presbyterian church. 
Lawrence Benton has probably seen more of military 

life than any other of Durham's citizens. He enlisted 
September 24th 1847, in the U. S. marine corps, and 
served on board the steamer Iris, and the frigate Raritan, 
and was discharged at Washington, May 22nd 1850 . 
September 23d 1855, he enlisted for five years in the 
regular army, 9th infantry, commanded by Colonel 
Wright. He was discharged at Walla Walla, Washington 
Territory, September 24th 1860. September 18th 1861, 
he enlisted in the 84th N. Y. volunteers, Colonel Fowler 
commanding. He took part in several engagements, 
was wounded at Spotsylvania, and was honorably dis
charged at Petersburg, September 19th 1864. He is 
now an industrious farmer and laborer, living near the 
village of Durham. 

John Lorton was en rolled as a private in the 95th 
regiment, N. Y. volunteers, December 17th 1861, and 
was discharged for physical disabilitie,, October 3d 1862. 
His son, William H ., entered the navy in September 
1862, and served until the close of the war. John Lorton 
had three brothers, Charles, Eugene, and Edward, who 
also served their country in the field . 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

ANSON P HULL . 

Anson P. Hull was ti1e eldest son, and the third child 
of Luman Hull. 

His grandfather was John Hull, who was an early set
tler in Durham, and whose family history has already 
been written. 

The subject of tbis sketch was born at the family 
homestead, near the village of Durham, October 21st 
1822. His mother, Elizabeth, was a daughter of Richard 
Peck, who was a prominent citizen of the town of Lex
ington. The first part of his name was given in honor of 
his father's youngest brother, who died in early child
hood; while his middle name (Peleg) was the name of 
another uncle on his mother's side, who died from the 
effects of the bite of a mad wolf, in the early history of 
Lexington. 

From his childhood, he displayed a quick and pene
trating turn of mind, which, combined with studious 
habits, and an uncommon energy of character, soon 
placed him in the front rank among his schoolmates. In 
addition to the advantages afforded by the common 
schools of the town, he attended a select boarding-school 
taught by Professor Young at Durham Centre. He also 
was a student at the academy at Rensselaerville, Albany 
county. At 16 years of age, he commenced teaching in 
the public schools of his native town . He also taught 
the village school of Cairo for two seasons. After a 
successful experience of 10 years as a teacher, he pur
chased a farm, and devoted the remainder of his life to 

agricultural pursuits. He was possessed of industrious 
and frugal habits, and he accumulated a handsome for
tune. He was thorough-going in all his ways. 

September 21st 1848, he was married to Miss Irene 
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Amelia, daughter of David Cowles jr ., and Nancy, his April rst 1882. For about a year and a half before his 

wife, who was a daughter of David Merwin, one of the death he was afflicted with heart disease, which was no 
pioneer settlers of the town. Their children were four doubt the cause of his death. He was a valuable mem
in number. Ellen F., the eldest, married Anson B. Gil- ber of 3ociety, a faithful friend, a kind husband, and an 
bert, and resides in Albany; D. Cowles, married Annie affectionate father. 
Crawford, and occupies the homestead; Elizabeth and The board of elders in the church passed the follow-
Louisa are unmarried . The latter is a graduate of the ing resolutions, expressive of their high regard: 
Normal School at Albany . "Whereas: Intheholyandall-wise providence ofGod,our brother 

Anson P. Hull, who was for more than twenty years a member of this 
In the years 1848 and 1849 he was town superintendent Session,hasbeenrecentlyremovedfromus by death-therefore 

of schools. He also engaged in land surveying as occa- "Resolved, that we are led to realize in this solemn providence, the 
. . uncertainty of human life, and also the importance of our Saviour's in-

SIOn reqmred, in this part of the town. junction, 'Be ye a lso ready for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 

March 7th 1852, he and his wife united with the Pres- of Man cometh.' 
byterian church of Durham, and for many years he not "Resolved, that we deplore the removal of our brother, as a member 

of our Session, in whom we trusted as a wise councillor, a safe leader 
only sang in the choir, but was the leader of the same. and teacher in the Sabbath School and els ewhere, whose knowledge of 

April 21st r85 9, he was elected superintendent of the the Scriptures, and of the teachings of Christ, together with the su
perior gifts of mind which he possessed, eminently fitted him for useful

Sahbath-school, which office he held until January r872, nessinthechurch . 

when he became the teacher of the old men's Bible class, "Resolved, that we deeply sympathize with the widow so greatly be
reaved, and with the children now Jeftfatherless,and most affectionately 

which position he held until his health failed. commit them to the Widow's God and to the Father of the Fatherless, 

September 8th 1859, he was elected to the office of ruling praying that He may be their portion forever. 
"Resolved that a copy of this, our tribute to our brother's memory, 

elder in the church, which office he held until his death be given to the family afflicted.'' 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, DURHAM. 

LYMAN STANNARD. 

Lyman Stannard belonged to that large and very in
fluential family whose ancestor, Captain Eliakim Stan
nard, came from Connecticut in the eighties of the last 
century, and settled in Wright Street, town of Durh am, 
New York. Captain Eliakim was a Revolutiona ry 
soldier, and upon the formation of a company of light 
infantry in this town, he wa s cho sen its captain . His 
wife was Bathiah Kelsey, also a native of Conn ectic ut. 
She died several years before her husband, having 
reached nearly three score and ten years, while her hus
band, the captain, was 85, at his death, June 28th 1838. 
They raised a family of nine children, of whom Lyman, 
the subject of this biography, was the seventh. 

He married Lodema, a daughter of Richard Benjamin, 
one of the ancient and honorable men of the town . H e 
purchased the farm now owned by his son Ransom, and, 
by honest toil, and good management, he sec~red a com
petence. He was a very thorough farmer, and raise d 
excellent crops of corn, rye, and other grains. He also 
gave much attention to the raising of cattle, in whi ch he 
was very suc cessful. He was a man of exc ell ent judg
ment and of good executive abilit y. He was ca lled by 
his townsmen to fill several different offices of tru st 
among which was that of supervisor in the years 1845 
and 1846. He belonged to the whig party, and upon the 
formation of the republicans as a party he identifi ed 
himself very heartily with them. In the evening of h is 
life he retired to a cose y home in th e valley of th e Ka ts
kill, where he died, June 4th 1883, having rea ched four 
score and six years. His wife preceded him to the 
" silent land " by several years. He was a noble old 
man. He retained his mental faculties wonderfully, wa s 
very friendly and cheery in his wa ys, had a pleasant word 
for all, and his death creat ed a vacancy which was fel t 
by all. His family consisted of se ven childr en, thr ee of 
whom are dece ased. On e son, Vac tor, is a railroad 
mechanic in Cleveland, Ohio; Luman resides at Sara 
toga Springs; while the remaining two, Ransom and 
J erusha, are residents of this town. 

ANSON P. WRI G HT . 

Anson P. Wright was born on th e farm now owned by 
Mrs. Silas Wright in th e to wn of Durh am, N ew Yor k, 
January 30th 1792. He was a representative man of 
that large and influential family, who were amon g the 
first settlers of Wright Street, and from them this parti c
ular locality received its nam e. 

George Wright and Georg e Wri ght jr., th e grandfath er 
and the father of Anson P . were nati ves of Conn ec ticut. 
Georg e jr. was a musici an in th e Revoluti onary war. 
His wife, Betsey Post, lived to the great age of 95 years 
and 10 months. They had sev en childr en. Anson P. 
w~.s the second son and child. He was marri ed, Apr il 
27th 1815, to Miss Abbi e, youn gest daughte r of Jo b 
Pierce, who also wa s a nativ e of Conne cticut . Hi s wife , 
Hannah, was a daught er of Colonel Willi am Bu llock , of 
Connecticut, and died at th e age of 94 yea rs ·and 8 
months. 

Anson P. W right and Abbi e his wife ha d a family of 
nin e childr en, six sons and th ree daug ht ers, all of whom 
were marr ied, but lik e the oth er desce nd ant s of Geo rge 
Wright , as well as th e descendan ts of many of the ear ly 
se ttlers of this town, they ar e very much sca t tered , and 
may be found living in nearl y every State o f the U nion . 
Mr. Wright was a man of good j udgment , honest and 
industriou s, and was much respe ct ed. H e d ied at the 
pl ace oi hi s bir th, April 27th 1866, aged 74 years. Abbie , 
his wife, di ed Oc tober 15th 1882, age d 90 yea rs. 

Br adford Wrig ht and Anson B. Wr ight, sons o f Anson 
P. Wri ght, are excellent farmers and are great ly respec ted 
in the to wn. The offices of superintendent of school s 
and commissi oner of hi ghways are among the positions 
of trust whi ch the y ha ve su ccessfu lly occupi ed. 

BAR NEY B U TT S. 

"Uncl e " Barney Butts, as he was widely kn own, was 
born in the town of Windham , now Jewett, one mile 
south of H ens onville, earl y in th e year 1799. H e r e
moved from th e pla ce of hi s bir th to th e Sherman far m, 
ne ar the Jenni e N otch , in th e town o f Windh am . Afte r 
residin g th e_re , and at several other pla ces in th e immedi
ate vicinity , he built what is no w the Summit Ho use, 
owned and occupied by Abbot t L amor ea u, his son in 
law, at which place he resided for 35 ye ars. M r. Bu tt s 
was a man of strong ph ys ica l bu ild, and was a de 
scenda nt of a fa mily noted for the ir longev ity, bot h 
his parents h aving att ained the age of 100 years . H e 
was a not ed hunt er and trap per, and was fam iliarly 
spok en of as Barney Butts, th e be ar hunt er, he havi ng 
captured over 100 black bears. D uring the summ er of 
1882, he had th ree bears in ca p tivity ; these were chain ed 
in the re ar of th e Summit H ouse, an d were qui te an at
tra ction to city gu ests. Durin g the fa ll, whil e Mr . Bu t ts 
was confined to the house by sickness , t wo of the bears 
esca ped, hav ing brok en th eir chains d urin g the night. 
One had be en in captivity about four years, and had be
come so tam e, that it woi.ild ta ke an ap ple fr om M r. 
Butts' te eth, or put its arms about his neck and kiss him. 
Thi s bea r was kill ed ne ar Ro und T op , about tw o mo nths 
aft er it s esca pe. U ncle Ba rn ey wa s th e owner of a 
horse, which he always ro de on hi s hun ting t r ips . 
Fe nces, dit ches, or fa llen trees were no obstac les in hi s 
way . In his 80th year, Mr. Butt s ascend ed Hi gh Pe ak 
on huntin g ex cursions. ' · 

About 10 yea rs ago, whil e cover ing a tr ap with leaves, 
he accident ally sp rung it, and its sha rp sp ikes pas sed 
throu gh his hand , holdin g him fast. T his would , no 
doubt, di sco urage a ma n with ordina ry pluck, bu t he, 
with no ass ista nc e, aft er a pa inful effort, remove d his 
hand from the trap and walk ed ho me, where a surgeon 
was summoned and th e wound dres sed. H e ha s ofte n 
captured thr ee bea rs in a single day , ha ving tr ack ed 
them to their dens. The num ber of wild cats which ca n 
tra ce th e ca use of th eir demise to his hands wou ld be 
nearly as large as the num ber of bea rs. Th e last wolf 
ever ex hibit ed alive in Wind ham was abo ut 50 years ago, 
by Barney Butts. One morni ng, whil e he lived in J en -
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nie Notch, he started after his horses in the lot, and, 
when he returned, he had two wolves. He also found 
and cut over 500 bee trees. He had always lived within 
a radius of six miles of where he died, hence he was well 
known, not only by the residents of this and neighboring 
counties, but by all who had ever visited the Catskill 
Mountains . The history of these mountains was as fa
miliar to him as to any historian who ever attempted to 
describe them by pen. Although studying the habits of 
the savage denizens of the forests, he never neglected his 
duty to hi~ fellow men, as his genial nature, kind hospi
tality, and never-failing generosity will attest in the re
marks of gratitude to the acts of his life by his neighbors 
and acquaintances. 

Mr. S. E. Warner, associate editor of the Christian 

Weekly, says: '' If I had had the fortune to share his 
(Barney Butts') experience, or could put on paper the 
vivid account of his adventures, I could safely challenge 
any one to go beyond me in the record of what I know 
about bears." 

Mr. Butts was not only a successful hunter, but he was 
famed, far and wide, as a skillful landlord. 

October IIth 1827, he married Miss Eleanor Loomis, 
and by this union had four children: Elizabeth C., Isaac 
C., Newell J., and Mary J. All but Newell are living . 
Isaac and Mary (Mrs. A . Lamoreau) reside on the old 
homestead. 

Mrs. Butts was born in the town of Durham, now East 
Windham, July 4th 1804, and died June 1st 1874. 

Barney Butts died December 14th 1882. 




