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COXSACKIE. 

BY WILLIAMS. PELLETREAU, A. M. 

T HE TOWN OF COXSACKIE is bounded on 
the north by the town of New Baltimore, on the 
east by the Hudson River, on the south by the 

towns of Athens and Cairo, and on the west by the town 
of Greenville. Its length from east to west is about 
seven and three quarter miles, and its width about five 
miles. A ridge extends along the river front, reaching 
its highest point about one-eighth of a mile from the 
waters edge. Beyond this is a wide extent of level land, 
known as the Coxsackie Flats, which extend from the 
lower part of the town of Athens, to a line running west 
from the mouth of Coxsackie Creek, in the town of New 
Baltimore . The ranges of rocky hills which divide these 
flats in Athens, terminate in the southern part of Cox
sackie, and the low, flat land, the garden of Greene 
county, extends unbroken to the base of the Kalkberg, 
which runs entirely through the town. Beyond this 
range of limestone cliffs, the country is hilly, and the lofty 
elevation which begins so abruptly in the town of Athens, 
near the village of Leeds, and which is commonly called 
the High Hill or Potick Mountain, terminates as abruptly 
in this town, about a mile east of the village of Jackson
ville. To the west of this the land is not so hilly, and 
in the western part of the town there is considerable 
level land, but not so low, or so fertile, as the Coxsackie 
Flats. The principal stream in this town is the Cox
sackie Creek, which has its head waters in a spring that 
flows out of the Kalkberg, near the south end of the 
town, on the farm of Francis Cochran. This stream runs 
through the flat land, and empties into the Hudson 
River in the town of New Baltimore . Four small streams 
run into it. That farthest south is a small brook called 
the Fountain Kill, having its source in a large fountain 
or spring that comes out of the Kalkberg . North of this 
is a stream supposed to Le the out let of Bronk's Lake, 
and called the Stony Kill. The third rises in the hilly 
country west of the Kalkberg, and through a devious 
course flows into the Coxsackie Creek, near the middle 
of the flats. To the stream has been given from early 
times the name of Murderer's Creek. The fourth stream 
rises in a meadow on the farm of Hiram Miller, in the 

town of New Baltimore, and follows almost exactly the 
line which divides the two towns . It flows into Coxsackie 
Creek about three-quarters of a mile north of the upper 
village . This brook was called by the Dntch settlers the 
" Diep Kil," or Deep Brook, and was the northern 
boundary of the Houghtaling Patent. Still farther north 
there is a small brook rising in a spring on the farm of 
Peter Henry Whitbeck in New Baltimore. To this the 
Dutch gave the name of Maquaas Kill, or Mohawk's 
Brook, and was referred to in old deeds as "the most 
southernmost kill" in Coeyman's Patent . 

In the western part of the town the only stream of 
importance is Potick Creek, which in the southwestern 
part divides into two branches . The east branch of 
Potick rises in New Baltimore, while the west branch has 
its origin beyond the limits of the county. The junction 
of these streams is near the turnpike which forms the 
southern boundary of the town. A very small brook 
which flows into the east branch about a quarter of a 
mile south of Jacksonville, touches at one point the 
eastern corner of the Stighkoke Patent, and was its 
starting point . 

SOURCES OF TITLE . 

The town of Coxsackie includes, or is included within 
the following Patents, granted by the English governors 
of the province of New York, as representatives of the 
English crown: 

Peter Bronk's Patent ; the north part of the Loonen
burg Patent; the south part of Coeyman's Patent; the · 
Houghtaling Patent; the Stighkoke Patent, and the 
" Hundred Acres" granted to Casparus Bronk; the Rose 
boom Patent; the eas:ern part of the "First tract granted 
to John Morin Scott." 

PETER BRONK'S p A TENT. 

One of the first parcels of land laid out in what is now 
Greene county, was purchased of the Indians by Peter 
Bronk, a citizen of Albany, on January 13th 1662, by 
deed, of which the following is a copy: 
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"Appeared before me Johannes La Montague, in the service of, etc., 
two Indians, the one named Sisketas, and the other named Sachemoes, 
the son of Keesie Wey, owners, and having authority from the other 
owners, of the land upon the North River, on the west bank between 
Martin Gerritse's [Van Bergen] island and the Neu ten Hoeck, among 
the Indians, named Koxhackung; the cleared land being a parcel away 
in the woods (tog·etber with the kill, extending from said kil, which lies 
over against Marten Gerritse's island, westward unto the Katskil path, 
from thence southward along the path to the Stenekil, thence eastward 
until over ag-ainst the Notan Hoeck, and thence northward along- the 
river to the aforesaid kil, whjch lies over against Marten G-erritso's 
island; which land and kil the grantors declare they have sold, gTanted 
and conveyed, as they do by these presents, to Pieter Hronek, inhabit
ant of the village of Beverwyck, with all the right and title which they, 
the grautors, therein have, for a certain sun1 in goods to be paid to 
them, amounting to about one hundred and fifty guilders in beavers, Of 
which sum the buyer promises to pay the half next May, when he shall 
come to live there, and the other half on the first of May, A. D , 1663. 

perhaps 40 rods from the old Bronk homestead. The 

subsequent divisions of the Coxsackie Patent, which ..yill 

be noticed hereafter, have entirely obliterated the south

ern line, but it touched the river at the place generally 
called Reed's Landing. Nutten Hook is the rocky prom

ontory which projects into the river from the eastern 
shore, where the ferry landing now is. 

The great discrepancy between the amount of land as 

mentioned, and the quantity actually contained in the 

patent, may require some explanation. The Dutch 
settlers recognized as l,rnd only what was cleared and fit 

for cultivation; the woodland and rocky ridges were not 
taken into account. "'l'hus done in Fort Orange, the 13th of January, A. D., 1662, in pres

ence of JAN VERBEECK, FRANS IlARENTSE [pastoor] and JAN DARE~'H, 
as 'Witnesses hereto invited. 

"This is the mark X of SrSKETAS with his own hand set. 
"This is the mark X of SrACHmroEs with his own hand set. 
H PIETER BRONCK.'' 

This purchase from the Indians was confirmed by a 

patent granted by Gov. Richard Nicolls, June IIth 1667, 
recorded page 237, vol. 2, of patents, in the office of the 
secretary of State, Albany, from which the following ex

tract is taken: 
•· A Patent Granted upon a Purchase made by Pieter Broncks with 

the Consent and lycence of the Dutch Governeur Petrus Stuyvesant of 
the Native Indian Proprietors of a C_ertain Pcell of Land near Albany 
by the Rivet· and being on the Westside thereof between Martin Gerrt
sen's Island and a Certain Hooke of Land Commonly called Hoock and 
by the Indyans Koixhacking· which sd Land reacheth into the Woods & 
hath a Creek or .Kill thereunto belong·ing stretching on the other side of 
the Kill over agst Martin Gerritsens Island it goes Westward of the 
woods to Kats Kill path, and rnnning along the sd path Southwards it 
Comes to the Stone Kill from thence it runs Eastward over against the 
sd Noten Hooke ancl so Northward along the ltiver to the forest Kill 
which lyes over against Martin Gerritsens Island Conteyning- in all 
about two hundred and fifty two acres or one hundred twenty six Mar
gen and one hundred & tenn Rod as by the Deed bearing date the 13th 
dRy of Jan. 1662 and the Certificate of the Measure of the 9th day of Jan. 
1665, doth appear, Now for a Confirmacon &c. 

It might gratify the curious to say a few words con

cerning the exact locality which, according to the Dutch 

settlers, the Indians called by the name Koixhacking, 

which has been changed into Coxsackie. The name 

is Algonkin and means literally owl place, probably from 

the number of those ill boding birds which must have 
found a congenial place in the dense pine woods that 

then covered the entire country . The exact locality 
where the first settlement was made is probably what is 

now the upper village. The name given to the flats, which 

form so conspicuous a feature in this town and Athens, 
was in the Indian language Caniskee)c 

We have no knowledge whether Peter Bronk ever 
actually lived on the tract of land thus purchased. He 

died previous to the year 1687, and his land descended . 

to his son Jan Bronk, whose name with that of Marte 

Gerritse Van Bergen, is among the most prominent in our 

early history. 

THE LooNENBURG PATENT. 

"R. NrcoLLs." The history of this patent is very carefully given in 

The island called in the deed " Martin Gerritsen's the history of ~Athens. 

Island," is situated at the mouth of Coxsackie Creek. 
The north line of this patent starts from the river, a little 

south of the mouth of the creek. It runs nearly west, 

THE FOUNTAIN FLATS. 

March 28th 1681, Jan Cloet, Jurian Teunisse and 
and crosses the road to New Baltimore at a point about Myndert Fredrickse, sold the north part of the Loonen-
15 rods north of the bridge over Coxsackie Creek, where 

the stream, called by the Dutch the Diep !Goof Kill, 

empties into it. Its western end is at the road called 

the Kings road, which, at that point, runs under the line 

of hills on the western edge of the flats . The northwest 

corner of the patent is on the farm of Peter Henry Whit

beck, at a point five chains south of a large elm tree. 

This tree stands on the western end of a stone wall, on 

the eastern side of the road, and opposite Mr. Whit beck's 

house. This line crosses the Wed Shore Railroad four 

rods north of the rock cutting. The Catskill Path 

forms the western boundary of the Loonenburg Patent, 

and the patent of Peter Bronk. The southern boundary 

of this patent is a line running east frnm the point where 

the Catskill Path crossed the Stony Kill. This point is 

very near to, if not the exact spot, where the road which 
leads from the house of Robert Armstrong to the plank 

road, crosses it . It is about half way between the place 

where Bronk's grist-mill formerly stood, and !he mouth 

of the kill, where it empties into Coxsackie Creek, and 

burg Patent to Marte Gerritse Van Bergen, and we ap
pend a copy of the deed, as an illustration of the form of 

early conveyances of land. The record may be found in 
vol. m., page 107, of deeds, in the county clerk's office 

at Albany. 
"Appeared before me Robert Livingston Seer of Albany Colony, 

Hensse!aerwick and Schenectady & in presence of the honorable Heeren 
Mr. Cornelius Van Dyck and Mr. Dirk Wessels, mag·istrate of the sRme 
jurisdiction, Johannes Cloete, Juriaen r_reunisse & lvJyndert Fredrickse, 
who declared in true rig·hts, free ownership, to grant convey and make 
over to and for the behoof of Mr. Martin Gerritse [Van Bergen], in a 
certain parcell of land lying on the west '§ide of Hudson's river, over 
against the Little Newtenhoeck, beginning from the land of Peter 
Branck on the Catskill path to the fountain, Rnd from the fountain 
Eastward to the hill cf Steefsink, Eastw,1rcl to the river, and from the 
river side northwat'ds up to the lands of Hillitie Branck aforesaid, 
which they the grantors, to wit, Johannes Cloete and Juriaen Teunisse, 
do by virtue of patent to them given by the late Governor General, of 
date the 25th May 1667, and Mynclert Fredrickse, by virtue of convey
ance to him given by Jan Ilrnyn, of date the 7th Angust 1765, which 
made over to him one-third his inheritance in said Patent, to which ref
erence is herein made, and that free and nnincumbered, with no liens 
standing or issuing· against the same (saving the Lord's right), without 
the grantors making the least pretension thereto any more, likewise 
acknowledging· to our being paid and satisfied therefor the first penny 
with the last, therefore giving plenam aet'ionem cessam, and full power 
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to the aforenamed .Martin Gerritse his heirs successors or assigns to do 
with and dispose of the aforesaid parcel of land, as he cou Id do with his 
own patrimonial estate and effects, promising the same to defend 
against all persons, and free from all liens claims and incumbrances 
which may be lawful, and further never more to do nor suffer any
thing to be done there against in any 1nanner under, pledge as by law 
provided therefore. Done in Albany the 28 March lGSl." 

"JOHANICES CLUTE." 
"JURIAN TUNESEN." 
'' CORN ELIS VAN DYCK." 

,. The mark of MYNDRIT X FREDRICKSE." 
.. DIRCK WESSELS, his own hand set." 

H In my presence 
.. Hon. LIVINGSTON, 

u Seer." 
I" 

The tract of land thus sold was called Fountain Flats, 
which name it retained till the beginning of the present 
century. The northern boundary was the south line of 
Peter Bronk's Patent, as before described. The south 
line commenced at the river on the farm formerly owned 
by Dr. John Ely, now in possession of Mrs. Lewis 
Lampman. The stone wall on the north side of the 
orchard, and about 10 rods north of the house, 
1s the original line. Its present course is N. 88° 
W. It runs some 15 or 20 rods north of the barn on the 
homestead of Peter Spoor (formerly Myndert Var. 
Schaack's) and forms the boundary between the home
stead of Henry Hallenbeck, and the farm of Isaac Conk
lin on the rocky ridge called Myneberg. The fountain 
mentioned is the large spring which comes out of the 
Kalkberg, on the line between the farms of Jacob Arm
strong and Phillip and Edward Van Allen (formerly 
Phillip Collier's). The hill called "Steefsink," or as it 
is more generally spelled in old deeds, "berg Stevesink," 
is the high elevation next east of the Kalkberg at the 
south end of the flats, which forms so conspicuous a 
feature in the landscape. The course from the fountain 
to the hill is some degrees south of east, but from the top 
of the hill it was intended to run due east to the river. 
The whole tract contained 1732 acres. 

THE COXSACKIE PA TENT. 

We have thus seen that Jan Bronk inherited the Bronk 
Patent from bis father, Peter Bronk, and that Marte 
Gerritse Van Bergen bought the north part of Loonen
burg Patent adjoining. 

There was another tract of land called the Corlaers Kill 
Pa~ent, which was owned jointly by Jan Bronk and 
Marte Gerritse. In 1687 the two united in petitioning 
for a patent from Governor Dongan, covering all of these 
three parcels of land. This patent is called the Coxsackie 
Patent. The tract mentioned in this document as being 
by the land of "Gisbert out the Bogard" lies to the 
south of Athens. 

"'Whereas Peter Bron ks did purchase a certain parcel of land near Al
bany on the west side of Hudsons river between Martin Gerritsens 
island and a certain hook called Notten hook, ancl by the Indians Kock
baobingh which said land rcacheth into the woods and hath a creek or 
kill thereunto belonging stretching on the other side of said kill over 
against Martin Gerritsens Island it goes westward into the woods to 
Katskill path and running along the saicl path southward it comes to 
the Stouekill, from thence it returns eastward over against the said 
Notten hook and so northward along the river to the aforesaid kill 
which lies over against Gerritsens Island containing about 252 acres or 
126 morgen and 120 rod, as by deed of date Jan. 13 1662-and whcrec,s 
Goy. Richard Nicolls did June 111667 ratify the sale of the above land to 
Peter Bronk-and whereas John Cloot, Jurrian Tunnisse and John 

Hendrkk Debruyne by a patent of .May 25 1UU7 frorn Gov . Nicolls, l.Je
oame possessed of a tract of land lying- on the west of Hudsons l:Uver 
over against the little Newtowne hook beg·inning- fro1n the land of 
Peter Bronks upon the Katskill path right south along- s"d !Catskill path 
to the fountain and from the fountain eastwards to the hill of Steve
sink eastwards to the river and from the river side, northwards to the 
land of Peter Bronks aforesaid ·---and -wl,ereas Myndert ffrcdrickse bad 
transported unto hirn from the said John Hendrick D Bruyn by deed 
of date Aug-. 7 1675 all his one-third pat·t of the said land-and whereas 
the said John Cloot, Juraen Tunnisso aod Myndert Hredrickse by deed 
of date 28 of March 1681 made over to Martin Gerritson all that afore
said parcel! of land granted to John Cloot Jun1en TunniEse and John 
Hendrick D Bruyne by patent as aforesaid, and 'Whereas there is a cer
tain piece of ground beg-inning· from the property of Gisbert out the 
Bog-ard northward from a hill called Piez to the flying corner in the In
dian tongue called Machawanick stretching- along· the property of John 
Cloot, Jan Hendrick Bruyn and Jnraen 'l'unnissen to the old Katslcill 
Indian foot-path, which the said Martin Gerritsen had bong-ht of the 
Indians-and whereas John the son of Peter Bronk and Martin Gerrit. 
sen have made application unto me for a eonfirmation &c. now kno,v 
ye that I the said Thomas Dong-an &c. do confirm unto John Bronks and 
Martin Gerritsen all the above recited tracts of land, to have and to 
holcl &c. &c., this May 23, 1687." 

"Signed by 
"THOMAS DONGAN." 

In the year 1670 Jurian Teunisse who owned one
third of the Loonenburg Patent, sold it to Abraham 
Staats and Johannes Provoost. As the Dutch language 
is fast fading out of memory, this document is given in 
full both from its great importance and to preserve a 
relic of the past. 

"Compareerde voor my Ludovicus Co bes, Secret. van Albany, Colonie 
Reusselaersw ende Scaneghtede, ten overstaen van de E. Aehtb heeren 
commissarisse vanden selver gerechte Mr. Jan Verbeck an Mr. Phillip 
Pieterse Schuyler. Mr. Jnriaen Tbennissc Tappen, die welcke verkla erde 
in waeren rechte vryen eygenda1n te cederen, transporteren ende 
overtedraegen by desen, aen cnde ten lihoove van Mr. Abraham Staats 
endeMr. Johannes Provoost syn gerechte derde part van landt hem in 
com pie tostehoort met Jan Bruyns encle Jan Clute met de scbuer ende 
syne g·erechticheden daer op bebbencle volg-ens Coopbriefl' daer van 
synde, ende ingevolges de kracht van groonttriefr daer van verleent 
van den Ed: rechtachte: beer Generel Nicolls onder Jan Bruyns lerus
tende, ,vaertod in desen gercfereert wert, ende dat ory ende onbeswaert 
sander eenige last en daerop staende oft uytg·aende behoudens deen beer 
syn recht sander dat by Cedent int minste daer op meer hnft te preten· 
deren, als bekennende daer van ten genoug·en voldaen ende betael te 
waeren den eersten penninck met den lesten door handen Yan de voorn: 
Mr. Abraham Staats ende Johannes Provoost, gevende derhalvins 
1Jlenarn actionem cesscun ende volkomen 1nacht acende Yoorn: ?tir. Abra
bani Staats cnde Johannes Provoost haer eeren ende n1erko1nlinger, oft 
die naermaels haer recht endeactie mochten uekrygen, omme . met het 
worf: derde parte !ant schuer ende der appenddertien van dien te doen, 
ende te disponeerer, als sy met haere patrimoniale goederen ende 
etfecten doer sonden mogen, belovencle't selve derde part schuer en 
appendentien van dicn op ende tegens eenen ygelycker te waaren, ende 
te vryen voor alle co1n1ner, naermaenige, ende bowaerinisse als recht is, 
ende voorder hier tegens nimmermeer te sullen doen nochte laten 
g-eschieden, In rechten nochten daer beyten in geniger manieren onder 
verbaut als naer rechten daer toe staende . Actum In Albany den 24 
Aug., 1670. 

•• JAN VERBEECR,'' 

•• JURIAN TEUNISSE,'' 

'' PI-IILIP PIETERSE SCHUYLER.'' 

" Known to me, 
"LUDOYICUS COBES, Sccrctt. " 

"I, James Van Ingen, sworn, translator of the Dutch records in the 
Secretary's Omce of the State of New Yorl,, dnly appoinfed according 
to law, do certify that the foregoing· is n true copy of the original 
record in the office of the Clerk of the City and Connty of Albany.-
Albany, August 19, 1814, 

".JAS. VAN ING EN." 
'"Sworn before me 

"this 19th day of August, 1814. 
JOHN LOVETT, 

Clerk of the City and County of Albany." 

TRANSLA'rION. 

Appeared before me, Ludovicus Cobes, secretary of Albany, Colony 
of Rensselaerwick and Schenectady, in the presence of the worshipful 
Lord Commissioners of the same jurisdiction, Mr. John Verbeck and 
Pieterse Schuyler, Mr. Jurian Tbeuniesc Tappen, and declar ed that be 
ceded, transferred and made over a full titl e by these pres ents to the 
use of Mr. Abraham Staats and Mr. Johannes Provoost, bis equal third 
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part of land. belonging to him, witb Jan Bruyns and Jan Clute, with the 
barn and the rights appertaining thereto, being according to a bill of 
sale and agreeing witb the tenor of a grant given by the worshipful and 
right honornble Lord General Nicolls to Jan Bruyns forever, to which 
reference is had, and that it is free fro1n any charge or incumbrance, 
except what is due to the Lord of the Manor, who does relinquish his 
right. Morever, he claims as acknowledged for the satisfaction thereof 
that the first penny with the last is satisfied and paid by the hand of the 
aforesaid Abraham Staats and Johannes Provoost, giving pl-enani ac
tionem cessant their heirs and assigns~ or whoever after them may obtain 
possession ot said third part of land, with barn and appurtenances, 
and full power and rig-ht to do with the same and to dispose thereof as 
they might do with their patrimonial g·oods and elfects would be able to 
do, promising- to defend the said third part, with barn and appurten
ances, against any and all persons, and to free it from every vexation, 
worry and charge as is right; and, further, that he will never do against 
this, or suffer it to be done, in conrt or out of it, in any manner, and 
will stand by this obligation as it may be lawful to do. 

H JAN "VERBECK," 

., JURIAN TEUNISSJ!J,'' 

.~ PHILIP PIETERSE SCHUYLER.'' 

" Known to me, 
~~ LUDOVICC"S COBES, Secretary.'' 

It is probable that the actual sale of the Fountain 
Flats was made some time previous to the time it was 
deeded which may account for the deed to Marte Gerritse, 
being dated subsequent to the above conveyance. After 
the sale of the Fountain Flats Jan Hendrickse Bruyn's 
share of the Loonenburg Patent came into the posses
sion of Cornelis Machielis October 30th 1685. He sold 
it to Jacob Caspersen Hallenbeck, Dirck Van Vechten, 
Jan Caspersen Hallenbeck and J ochem Collier. 

The first left his part to bis oldest son, Jacob Casper, 
Hallenbeck. The second left his part to his oldest son, 
Tennis Dirck Van Vechten. The third transmitted his 
share to his sons Casper Jans Hallenbeck, and J ochem 
Collier left his part to his oldest son, Isaac Collier. A 
deed reciting the above facts is now in the possession 
of Jonas Collier. In this way the families of Provoost, 
Van Loon, Hallenbeck, Van Vechten and Collier first 
obtained land within the limits of the town of Cox
sackie. Though the mention of a barn in the deed to 
Staats and Provoost in 1670 indicates an actual settle
ment, the first notice we have of a house is in a 
deed dated November zd 1685, by wbich Jobn Barker, 
as attorney for Cornelis Machielis, sold to Jacob Phenix 
"the half of a farm called Klinkenberg with the barn 
and the house." The principal knowledge that we have 
concerning the early inhabitants is derived from ancient 
deeds and conveyances which have been preserved. 
From these we learn that the part of this town which 
was first occupied and improved, and upon which houses 
were built, was that portion of the Loonenburg Patent 
which lies in the southern part of Coxsackie. Among 
the earliest is a deed from Broer Jans to Jan Caspersen, 
which conveyed to him a piece of land situated near the 
Fountain Flats, "To wit 17 morgen as the same was 
divided with the other partners and came to Broer Jans, 
being bounded with the utmost bounds of Martin 
Geritse." This same piece of land was sold January 

18th 1711, by Jan Caspersen to Michael Collier and is 
spoken of as " lying near the foot of the Hill called 
Stevesink." This is now the north part of the farm of 

Jonas Collier. 
On the 6th of September 1694 Tennis Tappen, son of 

Jurian Teunisse, sold to Jacob Caspersen Hallenbeck: 

"All that tract of land over against Claverack called Klinkenberg, 
as the same was transported to bim by the attorney of Cornelius Ma
chaelis on the 18th of June 1687, and by Teunisse Pieterse on the 8th of 
April 1689, stretching sontbward and westward as far as the Murderer's 
Creek, and northward till over against tbe Little Nuttern Hook, to
g-ether with all the right and title of the said Jnrian Tennisse in the 
honse and barn, the whole of the new orchard and half of the old, 
namely,¾ of all the land at the water side eastward of Loonenburg, 
except the place callee! Korst Veloren, belonging to the heirs of Maj. 
Abraham Staats." 

The mention of the old orchard is a proof that the 
place had been occupied and improved for some years 
before. Klinkenberg, or Echo Hill, is the range of 
elevated land to the north of Four Mile Point. This 
tract of land, which extended along the river front as 
far north as the south bounds of the Fountain Flats, 
continued in possession of the descendants of Jacob 
Hallenbeck for several generations. The house stood 
near the present residence of George Houghtaling. The 
location of the " new orchard" is perpetuated by the 
fact that it was used as a burying place by the successive 
generations of the Hallenbeck family down to within the 
last fifty years. One of the first deaths recorded in the 
records of the Lutheran church at Athens, is that of the 
death of Anna Hallenbeck, who died February 25th 17rr 
aged 17 years, and was "buried at Klinkenberg in th; 
new orchard." It is on the top of a small hill a short 
distance west of George Houghtaling's house, and a few 
rude stones, without inscriptions, mark the last resting 
place of many generations. 

Probably one of the oldest homesteads in the town is 
the place near its southern border, now occupitd by 
Warren Hallenbeck . This was originally the homestead 
of Jan Van Loon, grandson of the first settler of the 
name. He left it to his son Albert us, whose daughter 
married John C. Clow, from whose heirs it was pur
chased by John C. Hallenbeck, father of the present 
owner. A still older place is that of William Reed 
Adams, on the west side of the turnpike near Four Mile 
Point. This was the ancient dwelling place of Jan Van 
Loon's father (Jan). The old store house, demolished 
many years ago, stood by the side of the road, at the 
southeast corner of the door-yard of Mr. Adams. On 
the east side of the turnpike, about ten rods from the 
road, is an old, neglected burying ground, where the 
early generations of this family rest. 

Another of the ancient homesteads is the old Van 
Schaack place. This farm of roo acres was given by 
Jan Van Loon, June 30th 1719, to his son-in-law, Arent 
Van Schaack, who married his daughter Maria. Van 
Loon in his deed described it as on the west side of his 
patent, by a small creek or spring of water that came 
out of a hill near his house. The annuil rent to be paid 
for this land was one scheppel of wheat (about three 
pecks) and two fowls. This place continued in the fam
ily till the present generation. It is at the head waters 
of the Coxsackie Creek, under the high cliffs of the 
Kalkberg, and is owned by Francis Cochran. 

On the Spoorenberg road from Coxsackie to Athens, 
and on the north side of Murderer's Creek, and within 
sight of the West Shore Railroad, is an old stone house 
that has long been a landmark. This is the " old Spoor 
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place," and the dwelling place of that family from the 
earliest times. December 30th I 7 41, Jan, Albertus, 
Nicholas, and Matthias Van Loon sold to Johanne,; Spoor 
"45 acres of wood land in Loonenburg, now in his pos
session, and adjoining the land of Johannes Hallenbeck." 
Here he built his house and from him the locality took 
the name Spoorenberg. Johannes Spoor left the prop
erty to his son. It descended to his son, John D. Spoor, 
who died a comparatively young man. He was a very 
skillful surveyor, and his maps, of which many yet re
main, are models of neatness. At his death the place 
descended to his son Derrick, who was the last of the 
family to inhabit the old homestead . It passed into the 
hands of strangers. But with a respect for the memory 
of his ancestors, which few of the descendants of the 
Dutch settlers seem to possess, he, although compara
tively poor, had their graves inclosed with a substantial 
fence, and procured monuments to mark their graves. 
A respect for the sentiments so creditable to the man, 
prompts us to lend our aid to perpetuate their memories 
and his own by putting the inscriptions in a form more 
durable than marble. 

"Johannes Spoor, died February 15th 1761, aged 60." 
"Eve, wife of Johannes Spoor, died September 7th 

1786, aged 84." 
"Derrick Spoor, died September 12th 1826, aged 85.'• 
"Judith, wife of Derrick Spoor, died April 20th 1796, 

aged 58 ." 
" Sacred to the memory of John D. Spoor, Esq., son 

of Derrick and Judith Spoor, who died at Sackett's Har
bor, December 13th 1812, aged 39. 

"He commanded a company of militia stationed at 
Sackett's Harbor, for the defence of that frontier." 

"Sophia, wife of John D. Spoor, died August 2d 1833, 
aged 57." 

"Derrick Spoor,son of John D. and Sophia Spoor, died 
February 26th 1880. This stone is erected by his 
friends." 

"Abraham D. Spoor, M.D., born March 14th 179r, 
died December 28th 187 3." 

There are several inscriptions on the stone walls of the 
old house, but from none of these can we determine when 
it was built . The highway that runs past, is very 
frequently mentioned in old deeds, as "the road from 
Derrick Spoor's to Athens." 

OLD SETTLERS AND THEIR HOMES. 

Marte Gerritse Van Bergen and Jan Bronk seem to 
have held the land described in the Coxsackie Patent, 
including the land granted to Peter Bronk and the Foun
tain Flats, in equal proportion. In 169.5 Jan Bronk con
veyed to Marte Gerritse: 

"A certain parcel of land, on the west side of Hudson River rio·ht 
over against Little Nutten Hook, commonly called Fountains FJ~ts,ly
ing to the north of that parcel of land which Marte Gerritse bath con
veyed to the said Jan Bronk, which land runs north from the said land 
of Jan Bronk to Coxsackie Creek, being in breadth from the creek to 
the spruyt, with all his right, but that the said Jan Bronk shall have the 
privilege of hewing timber and wood for building fencing and burning· 
The said Marte Gerritse to have the privilege of sawing all such timber 
as he may see fit at his saw-mill," 

The word" spruyt," which will be noticed in the above 
description, frequently occurs in old Dutch deeds, and 
denotes a low piece of land. The piece of land alluded 
to probably lies to the southeast of the Kings road not 
far from the farm now owned by John Fiero. 

A deed from Martin and Gerrit to their brother Pe
trus, dated January 8th 1725, recites that a patent had 
been granted by Gov. Dongan to Jan Bronk and Marte 
Gerritse in 1687, for a certain tract of land at Cox
sackie, and another piece of land tl1erein named, and 
that since the decease of Marte Gerritse a division had 
been made between Jan Bronk and the Van Berge ns, 
and they had conveyed to each other a just half of the 
lands remaining undivided, except the land of Phillip 
Conyn and the land of Jan Caspersen . 

The two brothers conveyed to Petrus Van Bergen all 
their right in the Coxsackie Patent, and by a deed of 
the same date, Petrus conveyed to his brothers all hi.s 
right in the land at Catskill and Corlaers Kill. 

At what time Petrus Van Bergen came to live on his 
land at Coxsackie, WP. have no certain knowledge. His 
father certainly never lived here . Jan Bronk lived and 
died in what is now the village of Leeds. The first 
intimation we have of any person actually settling on 
this tract of land is found in a deed by which Gerrit Van 
Bergen sold to Jan Caspersen Hallenbeck: 

"A certain parcel of land at a place or flats called Kaniskeek, nigh the 
bounds of Jan Bron ks there, on the west side of a ce rtain place called 
the Modder kill, Beginning- at the bounds of the land of Jan Bronk 
there, and stretching south along- the said kill. and by sundry lines, till 
it makes near upon a square 30 1norg·en of lan d as the same is now in 
fence, and in the possession of the said Jan Caspersen. And a lso one other 
piece of land situate lying· ond be in g· on the east side of Coxsack ie creek, 
where the hous e and barn of the sa id Jan Casperson is , and now in the 
tenure of Jan Van Hoesen, containing 2 morgen, ,vhich two pieces 
were sold to the said Jan Caspersen by Martin Gerritse father of the 
sa id Gerr it by deed Apr il 14 1683." 

The consideration of this deed was an" annual rent of 
¾ bushels of good winter wheat. " The date of this deed 
is May 24th 17 I7. The document is now in the posses
sion of Edwin C. Hallenbeck. The land above described 
is the homestead which long remained in the possession 
of the Hallenbecks, and is now owned by John Fiero. 

The next notice that we have of an actual settler, is a 
deed from Jan Bronk," of Catskill," to Phillip Leenderse 
Conyn. This deed recites, that the Coxsackie Patent 
was granted by Governor Dongan, that Marte Gerritse 
was deceased, and that the estate devolved upon Jan 
Bronk as survivor, and that Phillip Leenderse Conyn had 
been for several years, by virtue of grants made by Jan 
Bronk and Marte Gerritse, in peaceable possession of a 
certain farm: 

"Bounded on the north so as the same is in fence, on the west by the 
commo n highway, on the east by a valley or spruyt, and so far to the 
north till it comp letes and takes in 2-1 morgen, or 50 ncres . Toget hee 
with a piece of pasture land and Hofl'estead with the house, so as the 
same now lies enclosed between the fence and Coxsackie creek or kill, 
conta ining- 2 morgen more or less ." 

Jan Bronk by this deed, dated March 8th qro, con
firmed th e same to him for an annual rent of" r scheppel 
of wheat, or three pecks of winter wheat." 1" In 1731 Jan 

* This farm now lies on the son th side of the street in the upper vil
lag-e, and on the e~st of the King-s road. The homestead was on the op
posite corner we3t, where the lar ge double hous e of Peter Van Bergen 
now stands. 
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Bronk and Petrus Van Bergen sold to Phillip L. Conyn, 
a piece of land, b eginn in g at the southeast corner by a 
run of water which was the northeast bounds of the land 
of Hendrick and Robert Vandenberg (sons of Richard ) 
at a rocky place in the run of water, and going from 
thence over the ridge of the first hill, that lay to the 
north of the bridge by Phillip Conyn's, and so along to a 
swamp that run to Coxsackie Creek . We find that Jan 
Bronk sold or confirmed to Thomas Williams, who prob
ably married his daughter, Hilletje: 

"A piece of land begi nning at a small slink or sprnyt which comes 
into Coxsackie creek a littl e be south of the bridge behind the dwelling 
house of Phillip Cony n , and up along the spruyt as far as it runs, and 
thence west to the old Catsk ill path, and from thence south ward to the 
orchard of Petrus Van Bergen, now in possession of Richard Vanden
berg, and so along on the n orth and east side of the fenc e of the 
orchard, to the middle fence between th is tract and the lan d of Petrns 
Van Bergen. and thence ea sterly alon g the fe nce to Coxsac ki e Creek, 
and thence alo ng the creek to the place where it begins except so much 
as bas been heretofore conveyed to Conradt Houghtaling." 

This is dated April 18th 1729, and the land was sold 
the next day by Thomas Williams to Richard Vc1nden
berg. This land lies on the south side of th e turnpike, 
west of the bridge, over Coxsackie Crc>ek. The "spruyt" 
or "slink " is the low marshy piece of ground about 40 
rods south of the road, extending west from the creek . 

The exact time when the Vandenberg family came to 
Coxsackie is unknown. Tradition states that they were 
acquaintance s or relatives of the Van Bergens, and at 
their invitation came her e and settled . Th ey were 
evidently here in 1729. Land was lec1sed to Richard 
Vand enb erg by Petrus Van Bergen. This tra ct is thus 
described in the deed as : 

u Lying on the west side of Koxhagk:ie kill, and beginning by acer
tain kill or creek ca lled Moorlenaers k ill , where it comes into Koxhagkie 
Kill, and so up a long the said moodenacrs kill to the Old Katskill path, 
from thence north erly along the path till it takes in the Orchard now in 
possession of sa id Richard Van Den Bore l,, thence south warcl by t he 
land of Thomas Willi ams, and thence southeast ward along· the fen ce to 
Koxbagkie kill, and along the same to the place of begi nnin g, as it is 
now in possession of said Rich ard Va nd enberg." 

The annual rent w:1s to be" five scheppels of good 
merchantable winter wheat, to be paid on the 25th 
day of March." This rent continued to lie paid till 
about 1820, when a satisfactory arrangement was mc1de 
between the heirs of Van Bergen and Vandenberg, by 
which it was extinguished. 

The original lease and the deeds to Phillip Conyn and 
Thomas Williams are now in the possession of Walter 
Vandenberg of Amsterdam, New York. 

September 14th 1737, a sale was made by Jan Bronk 
to Nicholas Egmont, which is described as 

"Situated on the Northwest side of Coxsack ie kill,beginning at a black 
oak tr ee standing near the Kings road by a bridge on the spruyt of 
Saaren Crep e! boscb, Prom thence along the road as t he same runs 
north)Vard to the foot of tho hill n ea r by t he Diep kill, thence eastw,u·ds 
along th e foot of the kill asit runs to the Koxhacksie k ill , thence south
erly along the same as far as the land of the said Egmon t to the south of 
the spruyt of Saaren Crepel bosch, and along the land of said Eg-n1ont 
on the-south side of the spruyt to the plac e where it begun." 

This tr act lies on the west side of Coxsackie Creek, 
some distance north of the turnpike which crosses the 
bridge over the creek in the upper village. The phrase 
"Saaren Crepe! bosch " is translated in some deeds 
"Sarah's Swamp," at that time the low land at that place 
w1s undoubtedly a nnrshy thicket. ~The Diep Kill is 

the first brook that crosses the Kings road north of the 
bridge over Coxsackie Creek. This tract was given by 
Nicholas Egmont in his will to his "step grnndson," 
Anthony Winne, 1772, and he sold it December 14th 
1772 to Hendrick and Robert Vandenberg. The tract 
south of this which was sold by Bronk and Var, Bergen 
to Phillip Conyn in 173r, was left by him to his sons, 
Phillip and Johannes, in r 7,p. The lat ter sold his part 
to Hendrick and Robert Vandenburg October 10th 1754, 
and by these various purchases the Vc1ndenberg family 
became the owners of the large trac t of land to the west 
of the upper village. The old Conyn homeste ad is now 
owned by Peter Van Bergen. A tavern was kept there 
before the Revolution. On the south or east ban k of 
C::oxsackie Creek c1bout half a mile above the bridge in 
the upper village stands an old stone house, now in the 
possession of John Whitbeck. This was the old home
stead of Peter Bronk, the oldest son of Jan Bronk, the 
first owner of the lc1nd, and his father's will makes 
wlut would now be considered a strange discrimination 
in his favor be ~ use of his right of primogeniture, as will 
be seen in th e following extract : 

"Imprimi s I give to m y eldest so n, Rector Bronck, four morg en or 
eight acres of lan d near -the deep kill at Coxsack ie, in right of primogeni
ture, and to debar him of mnking any further pretence of Eldersbip or 
BIRTH RIGHT. Item I give to my five sons namely Peter Bronck, Leonard 
Bronck, Jona s Br6nck, Phillip Bronck, & Casparus Bronck, the ren1aiu
der of all my share iu and to the undivided lands within the limit s and 
Boundaries of th e Patent of · Koxsackie, forme rly granted to me and 
Martin Gerritsen . That is to say to each son one eq ual fifth part, with 
the exception Name ly Peter , Leonard, Jonas and Phillip Bronck, or 
either of th em or theil' heirs or assigns shall not by any way whatever, 
cut do wn, destroy nor carry away any such tree or trees, that shall bf>. 
standing or lyin g on any part of the und ivided lands, that shall be suit
able for saw logs, I having reserved, and do reserve them for the im
provement of the saw-mill of Koxsackie, So that it is my will, and I do 
order that P eter, Leonard, Phillip, & Jonas Ilronck, or either of them, or 
their heirs or assigns shall not molest no r hinder Casparus Bronck from 
cutting down or carrying- away any such tr ees suitable for saw logs, for 
the improvem ent of the saw -mill at Coxsack ie, standing or lying on any 
part of the heretofore mentioned lands af te r Division be made between 
the said Peter, Leonard, Jonas, Ph illi p and Casparus Bronek. 

"Lastly I do appoint my son Casparus Br onck to be the sole execu
tor of t hi s my last will and testament . * '' In testimony whereof I have 
hereunto set my hancl and seal in Catskill at the dwelling hous e of the 
testator, the clay and year first above mentioned." 

"In pr ese nce of us, 
l~ SILVESTER SALISBURY ,'' 
H WILLIAM SALISBURY.'' 

HJA COB FRESE." 

The above will was proved October 6th 1743. 
In 1784 the place was the home of John T. Bronk, the 

son or grandson of Peter, and the old house now stand
ing i, a typica l Dutch hom es tead. 

About thirty rods east of the Kalkberg range of hills, 
on th e banks of Murderer's Kill , is th e old homestead of 
the Van den bergs. The present stone house was built 
about 1764 by John R. Vandenberg, but the original 
house built by his grandfather, Richard, before 1725, 
stood a few rods east. The Catskill Path crossed 
Murderer's Kill by the ridge of high ground west of the 
hous e, and th e west line of the garden fence, northwest 
of the hous e is exact ly on the line of th e path trodden by 
the " wilden" (as the Dutch termed the Indic1ns), many 

t 
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years ago. The place is now owned by John M. Trues
dell. In the list of ancient homesteads we must not fail 

to notice that of the Collier family, under the Kalkberg, 
and next south of the Fountain Flats. The name of 

Michad Collier occurs :is early as 1705, and a deed from 

Jan Caspersen Hallenbeck, dated January 18th qrr, 
conveys to him: 

"A piece of land near Coxsackie at or near tho Fountain Flats, 34 
acres, being the same that fell to the share of Bro er Jans, being bounded 
with the land of the heirs of Martin Gerritse, to wit, thei, utmost 
bounds, near the foot of the hill called Stevesink." 

This land is now a part of the farm of Peter Collier, 

and has descended to him from his ancestors. At its 

northwest corner is the spring from which the Fountain 

Flats derive their name. On the old maps of the Cox

sackie Patent, the Catskill Path is marked as diverging 

from its general course to reach the spring under the 
rocks, which must have been a source of much needed 
refreshment to travellers on their long journey. 

It only remains to locate the homes of Petrus Van 

Bergen, the ancestor of all the Van Bergens in Coxsackie. 

This was on or near "the site of the stone house now 

owned by William Farmer, on the north side of the street 
in the upper village, and next west oi the steam pump of 

the West Shore Railroad. The following is probably a 

list of all the heads of families within the limits of Cox -

sackie, prior to 1725: 
Peter Bronk, Phillip Bronk, Leonard Bronk, Casparus 

Bronk, Phillip Conyn, Michael Collier. Jan Van Hoesen, 
Jan Van Loon jr., Jacob Hallenbeck, Jan Casperse Hal
lenbeck, Petrus Van Bergen, Thomas Williams, Nicholas 
Egmont, Anthony \Vinne, Aaron Van Schaack, Caspar 

Jans Hallenbeck, Hans Jurgen Clow, and Jonas Bronk. 

Co1.cvMAN's PATENT. 

runs to over against the middle of Jan Ryersen's Island to a small rnn 
of water, thence from the said River backwards up into the woods W & 
by N. balf a point more northerly 13 English miles being the northern 
bounds of said land; & the southern bounds beginning · at the north of 
the said Peter Bronck's creek & thence up the same, including· the same 
as aforesaid, until it comes to Coxhackie, and thence up into the woods 
by a due west course until it is 12 English miles distant fro1n the mouth 
of said creek, from the west end of which distance last mentioned a 
straight line being drawn northerly nntil it meets and closes with the 
west end of the afore said northerly bounds, makes the western bounds 
thereof, and tho easterly bounds thereof in the said River, according to 
a grant made by Gov. LoYelaoo April 7 1673, to said Barent Petersen, 
and an adjustment of bounclaries made by deed dated Oct. :2:] 1706, be
tween Killiam Van Rensselaer, and the said Barent Pietersen and An
dries." 

Beeren Island is the small rocky island below Coey

man's Landing, and as the north bounds of the tract 

granted to Barent Pietersen were far beyond this, it will 

be seen that Van Rensselaer's patent encroached upon it 
and made a tract of disputed lands. The contest which 

then arose between the parties claiming the land in dis

pute was settled by Killiam Van Rensselaer's giving to 

Andries Coeymans a deed releasing to him all his right 

and title to the whole tract. This deed is referred to in 

the patent granted to Coeymans in q 14, and is recorded 

in book Hof deeds, page 209, in the county clerk's of

fice at Albany. 
In those early days large grants of land were fre

quently made, with boundaries that encroached upon 

prior patents or grants. In such cases the earliest grant 

was generally sustained, and, as land was of little value, 

one of the parties generally bought the claims of the 

others. The patent granted to Peter Bronk was of 

earlier date than any other in this part of the country. 
The north boundary, being a line running west from the 

south side of the mouth of Coxsackie Creek to the In-
dian foot -path, was established by arbitration, as stated 

in a description of the 12th allotment of Coeyman 's 

Patent, contained in the field book of the survey and 
In 1673 General Lovelace granted to Barent Pieters1:.11 division, in the county clerk's office in Albany. The 
"A tract of land on the west side of I-lLldson's river to the north of a place which the Indians called Coxsackie was undoubt

plaoe by the Indians called Koxbaexy, stretching in length to the high
est place where Jacob Flodder did use to roll down his timber, namecl 
by the Indians, Siekatom, to the south of the Island belonging to Jan 
Reyersen, and into the woods as far as the said Indian Sachems right 
goes, as also the wood land, kills, creeks, valleys and meadows, there 
unto appertaining withont any reservation as purchased by said B~rent 
of the principal Sachems at the Katskill." 

This grant is generally known as 

Patent. In 1685 a patent was granted 

Rensselaer which conveyed to him. 

Coeyman's Old 
to Killiam Van 

"All that tract of land oalleu Rensselaerswyck lying-upon the banks 
of Hudson's river in the County of Albany, heretofore known by the 
name of the Colony of Rensselaerswyck. Beginning-at the south end or 
part of Boeren Island in Hndson·s River extending northwards up along 
both sides of said river, nnto a place heretofore called the Kaboos or the 
Great falls of the said river, and extending· itself east and west all along 
from each side of the said river backwards into the woods 24 English 
1niles. '' 

In q 14 Andries Coeymans, son and heir of Ba rent 

Pietersen, made aµplication for a new patent of confirma

tion for the tract of land granted to his father by Gov

ernor Lovelace, and in compliance with this application 

a new patent was granted him August 16th qr4, which 

conveyed to him as follows; 
"The Lands in & near the Manor of Rensselaerswick, of which his Fa

ther died seized & bonnded as follows. Beginninu at a creek called Pe
ter Bronck"s creek or the creek of Coxsackie including the same creek, 
on the west side of Hudsons U,iver thence up along-the said River as it 
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edly at the upper village, and a line running west from 

the bridge over the creek was always considered the 

south boundary of Coeyman's Patent. That the land 

between the bridge and the Catskill Path was a part of 

the Bronk Patent was never dispu:ed. 

DIVISION OF THE FOUNTAIN FLATS. 

The tract which was sold to Marte Gerritse Van Bergen 
at the northern end of the Loonenberg Patent, was held 

by him and Jan Bronk jointly, and although included in 
the Coxsackie Patent, was always considered a tract by 

itself. From time to time undivided shares were sold, 

and in 1783, the owners of the tract resolved to divide it 

among themselves. The facts connected with the division 

are stated in the partition deed, of which the following is 

an extract: 
"This Indenture made the 9th day of January 1783, Between Isaac 

Provoost. Henry Provoost, Abraham Provoost, Luke J(iersted, Goes 
Van Schaick, Myndert Van Solrn.ick, Marte Hallenbeck, and Leonard 
Bronk of the county of Albany, of the first part, And John L. Bronk, 
Phillip Bronk, Charlotte Bronk, Peter Brunk. Richard Bronk, John B. 
Bronk, Phillip P. nronk, John Whitbeck, Anthony Van Bergen, Henry 
Van Bergen. Peter Van Bergen, H errnanus Cuyler, and Elisabeth, his 
wife, of the Second part. Whereas the parties of the first part are tho 
owners of an undiYided one-third part of a certain tract of ground com. 
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monly called the Fountain Flats, which is part of a Patent called 
Loonenburg-. Deg-innfog- at the bead of the spring near t he bill in tbe 
land now occupied by Isaac Coll ier , and runs from thence easterly along 
the lots , into which part of the Patent has been divided, to the H ill 
Stevesink , and from thence east fo Hudson r iver, and thence up along 
the river to the bounds of the Patent granted to Peter Bronk, thence 
westerly along the bounds of tlrnt Patent to tbe Sto n y Kill, an d th ence 
southward a1ong- the ancient IncUan foot-path to the place of begh1-
ning-. And whereas the parties of tlH' sec ond part are the owners of the 
remaining- undivided two-thirds of tho t ract of land . And both pa rties 
hnvjng- by artic les of agreement appointed Robert Yates Ei:;q. to sur 
vey and divide the same. ,\ nd the said Rubert Yates h>1ving-estahlished 
a partition lin e, wlliob line l>eg-ins at t he foot of the h ill , on the old 
Kntskill Ind ian fo ot- path, by a fllack oak tr ee, mark ed with the letters 
R. Y., and runs from thence, as the needle point ed in Dece m be,· 1781 
S. 71 degrees, 20 minutes East 50 chains and 80 linl<s, and then N. 89 de
gTees, 20 minute:'\ East , 21a chains, to the bnnks of Hudson's H'i,·er, 
thereby dividing the tract into two part8'., the south part conta ining 
one -third, with the additions of lU acres for the use of Marten Ha llen
beck and his llei rs, and the north part containing· two-thirds (exce pting 
10 acres!. Now thi s Indenture witnesseth, that the part ies of the first 
part r e lease and convey to t he parties of the second part all the land to 
the north of tho lin e, excepting and rese rving- to Ma rten Ht1lle11bcok, 
the right and t itl e he has to t.llo old farm whcrcou he n ow !i,·es, and 
such title as he lrns under the Van Dergens for cutting wood on the 
land for fuel and fencing. 

And the parties of the second part also release all their claim to the 
land south of the Jinn !' 

The original deed is now in possession of Robert 
Henry Van Bergen, of Coxsackie. 

The south lin e of this tract lus already been described . 
The north line of the Ely farm, now owned by Mrs. 
Lewis Lampman, and the highway that runs west by the 
evaporating establishment, are on the dividing line 
marked by Yates. The west end of the line is at a high 
ledge of rocks, at the corner between the farm of Robert 
Armstrong and the Van Allen farm . In q88, the third 
south of the lin e was di vid ed among its owners, by 
Leonard Bronk . It was divided into eleven lots. Lot 
No. 1 was the west end of the trac t , from the Catskil l 
Path to Coxsackie Creek . It co ntained 45,½ acres, and 
belonged to John L. Bronk, who sold it to Phi lli p Collier, 
and it is now the properly of his descendants, Phillip and 
Edward Van Allen. The piece of wood )and helongif'g 
to Derrick Lampman, which is so conspicnous a feature in 
the landscape, is the west half of Lot No. 9; and the north 
part of th e Ely farm next the river, is Lo t No. rr. 

DIVISION OF COXSACKIE PATENT. 

As has already been mentioned, severa l large tracts of 
land were sold to various persons in the early clays. 
Only two others remain to be noticed. In 1730, Jan 
Bronk conveyed to his "son, Leonard of Coxsackie, a 
piece of land ne xt and opposite to the homestead of said 
Leonard, and also a piece ca lled the ronde vlac kie or 
round flat." This fixes approximately the time of the 
bui lding of the o ld er part of the Bronk residence . The 
" round flat" is near the c re ek to th e north . 

A tract of 160 acres, bounded west by the Catsk ill 
Path and north and east by IVIurderer's Creek and Cox 
sackie Creek, was sold by Peter Van Bergen to Silas 
Rushmore October 21st 1789 . Rusl1more so ld rz acres 
of this tract at the junction of the two creeks to l\'1artin 
Hallenbeck January r_sth 1785. The remainder or the 
south portion of it, ne xt to the Catskill Path, was sold 
to Jo hn L. Bronk th e same year. It is now owned by 
i\Jrs. Lewis Lampman, and still bears the name of the 

Rushmore Lot. The part next to Murderer's Kill was 

so ld to Hendrick Vandenberg . -That porti on of the 
patent which re111ained undivided in 1784, and which 
was almost three-fo ur ths of it, was in that year div id ed 
into 64 lots which were apport ioned equall y between 
the families of Bronk and Van Bergen. The work was 
done by James Van Rensselae r and G. Lansing . Dupli
c.,te maps were made which are fortunately still in ex is
tence. One of these is now in possess ion of Robert H. 

Van Be r,,e n, the othe r of John B . Whitbeck . A map of 
the Fo,mtain Flats, made by Leonard Bronk, was foun d 
among his papers, and a copy of it has bee n placed in the 
county c ler k's office. 

I t may be or interest to show the locations of so me of 
the original lo ts, as ti1ey are constant ly referr ed to in sa les 
of land . T he whole of th e active bus in ess part of Cox
sackie Lan din g i; on Lot No . 48, which belonged to the 
Bronks. The Upper Landing, the port of the town in 
years gone by, is on Lot No. 50, and the old We lls 
house stands on the northeas t corner of it. The Lower 
Landing comp ri ses Lots No. 46 and No . 47. At the 
north west corner of the patent we re five large lots each 
contain111g 103 acres . Lot No. 18, whic h was bounded 
on the north by the patent line, is now the south part of 
the farm of Peter Henr y Whitbeck. The road which 
runs east from the K ings road, opposite the hous e of 
Luman Miller in the town of New Ba ltimore, is on the 
dividing line between Lots 14 an d 15. The New Ba lti
more line runs through Lots 14 and 19. Lot No . 45 is 
at the southeast corner of the map and is the land on 
the north of the Ely farm. It shou ld be remarked 
that the map does not include the south third of the 
Fountain Flats, but ex te nds on ly to the partition line 
fixed by Robert Yates in 1787. At the junction of 
th e King's road and the road to Greenville, near the 
New Balti more line, on the northwest corner, oppos ite 
the present reside11ce of Henry Wolfe, stood dur ing 
the Revolution, and for years a ft er, the noted tavern 
kept by Peter Bronk, a grandson of the first se t tler. 
This house, which was on the nort h line of Lot No . 14, 
and a few rods east of the Catskil l Path, in days of yore 
was a great re sort for trav el lers on the road to Alba ny. 
A few remn ants of brick and stone, in the corner of the 
orchard of Luman Miller, are all that is left of it now. 

OLD TOWN OF' COXSACKIE. 

]\'[arch 24t h 1772, the northern part of what is now 
Greene coun ty was formed in to a district ca lled the Dis
tr ict of Coxsack ie, and it was erec ted int o a town March 
7th 1788. O f the pub lic reco rds made durin g the time 
it was a district, scarce ly a vest ige rema ins, except the 
laying out of a few road s. The only document whic h is 
of a public nature, that has been found, is th e assessment 
roll of the year 1787, and the importance of th is, as be
ing the only list of taxable inhab itants of this part of the 
county at that date, fully justifi es us in giving it en tire, 
It includes wh~t are now the towns of Durham, Green
ville, Coxsack ie, New Baltimore, Athens and Cai ro. 

n .A. Tax List o f the D ist ri ct of Coxsack ie, agreeable to a warra nt as
signed to us the subsc l'ibers ' assessors of sa id District, dated the 12t h dny 

• 



TAX trST OF OLb TOWN OF COXSACKI:8. 

of J une 1787 by the noa r d of 8upe r visors for the County of Allm uy, at 
2¼ d. on a po u nd: 

" Andr ies Hogh t a ling 15, Hendrick Ilogardus 1, Mathise !Joom 6, 
Da niel I-Iangin 2, Peter Jones 3, John Iloon1 1, A lbert and James Van 
Der Zea 57, Mr. Mnnsll.eld 2, John Anderson I, Ama lie Van Slyl, il9, 
J ames Mat hews 5, James Camble 7, Libucke Van Slyk JO, James Van 
Slyk 30, Peter Van Slyk 28, Teun is Van Sly!, G, I-Ian·e McMillen 5, Lucas 
Van Dusen 8, Jacob Cole J, Robert Steen H, Peter Shaddon 17, Mar i tie 
Van S.lyk 72, Dan ie l Ca111aday 4, Conrad Hogb tn,ling· 22, H.icl1ard Hogh
ta lin g 22, Isaac Schrmn 1, Richard Van Der Borek 22, Mathise Van Der 
llorc lr 22, Sam uel Totten G, ,vil liarn Ca1narlay 7, John Dies 4, Peter Van 
de r Ilo 1·cl.:. 17, P hil ip Conine 39, Nathaniel Cotton 4, James McGee 1, 
J e re1niah Con ine 8, Ephraim Bogardus jr. 6, Cornelius Conine Hi, Hen 
drick Rosa 7, Edward Rob inson 7, Thomas Hoghtaling 114, l:tichard 
ll r onck 23, Peter llronck 23, Hester Hoghtaling 87, John Van der Ilorck 
3, Richa rd Post G, Abraham Post 6, Aaron Fau l kn or 2, .John Coomly 13, 
Jaco b Walte rmier 19, Leonal'd Fixe G, Tenn is \Volf 6, Isaac Garrit ;J, 

Sim eo n Ga rrit 15, Widow Chichester J, John Garrit 21, Lot Cnrm an 19, 
Sil veste r Beed le 2, liobert Hatfie ld 5, Daniel Smith 5, Denjamen Flowers 
16, Jacob Carman 13, James !Jun- is 2, !Jenjamen Lisk 12, Joseph Haxton 
1, Thomas Woods 3, Benjame n Howu lrn 3, Nicholas Dean 6, Georg·e Wil
so n O, Gersha m Griffin 8, Conrad Slyter 2, Jonathan Miller lG, Samue l 
Tit us 6, Charles Titus G, Abraham Ledew 5, Oliver Ledcw 5, Caleb Purdy 
8,Samue l Mott 2, Isaac Minor G, Thomas Huslnnoor U,Tho1nas Williams 2, 
Dan iel Pett it 1, Jesse B,1rbur 1, Ur iah Dav is 6, James Litchll.eld 1, Moses 
Powell 4, Joseph Win J, Johnson Win 1, The man on old Cannan·s place 
12, John Gu rnic 4, The man on Eel ward Powell 's p lace 6, Silvester Rich
mond 1, Zadocl, Thresher 5, James Chichester 6, Jacob Uushmoor 6, Sol
oma n Pa lme r 1, Peter Ostrander 1, Richard Hcnritr G, ,Jercmiab Hen rift 
8, As iah Henritl' 2, George Travor 3, F rans Clow 41 Charles Carman 7, 
Nat han l3urr is U, l:tetnembrance Gaef 11, \·\7 iltiam Cammeron 1, John Os
bu r n 3, Dan ie l Southerland I, Pazzi Lapha1n 15, Christophel Dugor 3, 
Caspars Bro nk a, Ephra im Bog-ar llu s 8, Michael Kiofur l, William ltca 
38, Ila rm an us Cuyler 4:J, Ephra im llronclr 5, James \Vells 13, James 
We lls jr . 2, Abra ham Wells 9, William Wells U, Hobert Burris 2, Mary 
Wells 1, Willi a m Bartow J, Derick Dancilron 2, ,Johannes T. Spoor rn, 
Petr us Egberton 3, Mathise Gors 10, Arent Gars G, Stephen Horton 7, 
Corn eli us Van Hoese n 10, Jacob Halen beck 153, Jonathan Hill 1, Thomas 
Weado n 21, Jo hn Bogardus 6, Jacob Ilogardus j r . ,,, Abraham Prnvoost 
62, El ice Provoost H, Robert Patterson 4, .i\fr . Mudge 8, Clernent 
Sch r am 3, Peter Oud iu 6, James Gl'illits 4, Cornel ins Ha linbeck G, 
Jo hn C. Ha lin beck 2, William Schram 8, Jel"l'y Clow 16, Jerry and 
.John Clow 24, Isaac Provoost3G, Hamrnis Santman4, Jo h n Ha len beck 13, 
Peter 8chram 4, Evi rt Cou rron 18, Jacob T. Van Loon 8, John Cook 1, 
Jo hn M. Va n Loon 78, Mr . Bell 8, Conrnd .Flake 36, Enoch Marrinrnn, 1. 
Corne lius Degroot 8, Shadrack Sil l, A lbertus Van Loon 78, Captain 
St or y 23, Peter Degroot il, Mr . A nderson. b lac k sm ith, 4, John G. Vought 
30, Step hen Van Dyck 5, Peter Halinbeck 4, Ilarr int Egburts j r . 1, Caspar 
J ans Ha lenbeck 78, Jo hanis Schcmerhorn 4, Jacob Schemerhorn 2, 
Ab raham Hosa. 2, Jurry Van Loo n 731 J·acob Isaac Van Loon B6, Francis 
Van Clow 12, Joh n Van Loon f,;\ A lbert Van Loon 2,,, William Halen 
bec k 83, Jo hn I. Halen beck 7, ,Jacob Sharp 5, Dircks Spoor 31, Cornel ius 
Spoor 30, Nicho las Severson 'i', Nnnn ing- Halenbeck 2.), Conrad .Jansen 2, 
Ar ent Van Schaick Bi, l\Iyndert Van Schn ick 48, Jotrn Va n Buskil'k \, 
Isaac Rossburg 8, John Ph ili p Hronek 26, Wil helm inns Van de r fli rck IG, 
Richa rd H . Van do r Herek lO, Anthony Van Ilergen 128, Peter Connin JG, 
P hilli p Connin jr . IG, Abraham Post 1, Doct. Peter Adams 8, Henry Van 
Ile rgen JOO, Dirck Rossb u rg-30, Nathan Darns 8, Jobn Jackson 1, Martin 
Ho lin beck 126, Abraham Hol inbeck rn, Phil ip Ilronck 39, Hendrick 
Hobert Va n Den llorck 150, Michael Colyer 17, Silas Hushmore 21, John 
L. Ilronck & sons :ll6, Jocham Tryon 11, Thomas Gay 15, James 
Co1nm aday 1, Garrit l:tosa 15, Ben j ainen 'Tryon 6, S::nuuel Herric1r 16, 
Jona Tamadge 16, Nathaniel Palmer 5, Reuben Southel'land 6, Sm ith 
Sout her la nd 10, Isaac Ove r pagh 4, Petrus Londernan 2, God fr ey Ilrandou 
20, Jacob lloga r<lus 2, Steplien Landman 9, He nry Webber 4, Jonathan 
Pa hn er j r . 3, Jonat -hau Palmer G, Eli ab Jesrnans8, .Jonas Parks 8, Ed ward 
Th orn I, Benjamen Story 4, David Parks 4, Reuben Balk 4, Amos .Finch 
6, Willi am Edwards 1, Mr. 'l'eed 4, 'l'bomas Fish 15, Will iam 'l'horo 1, 
Dav id Pa lmer 8, John Clmvilier 1, Jeremiah Clmvilier l, Peter Chavalier 
4, Josep h F ish & Mr . Whigs 4, Stephen Qui mby 6, Mr . Strawbr idge 2, Mr. 
Brewste r 4, Mr. Hudso n 3, John Person 1, Jonathan Alliston 2, William 
Sheph erd 8, Joseph Shepherd i, Joshua Whigs 4, Stephen Coll ins 8, Mr. 
Shi ro d 3, Mr . Nickerson 3, Edward l<'oster 4, Ilenjarn in Foster 4, Nat han 
Foster 6, Jo hn Ba lis 8, Edward 'l'aylor 1, John Ellis 4, .James White 2, 
Jo hn Goes 4, Hendrick Deuerick 4, Isaac Colyer 72, Math ise Andt 8, 
He nry Kno ll 6, Abra ham Paliner 4, Andrew Van Boskirk 3. John Clnir4, 
Nicho las Van Schaak 6, Lawrence A Van Boskirk 30, Hulof Ryne 2, Isaac 
Wit back 4G, Uiclrn r d Ilarker IG, John Harry JO, Isaac Halen beck I, J oakim 
Collyer 5, Albertus Va n Loon jr. 6, John Wolf 2, John L . Van Buskirk 4, 
N icho las Van Wort 28, Hendr ick Schutt l, Caspar Van Boesen 46, Jacob 
Va n Loo n 20, Johan is Conine IS, Nicholas Lantman 17, John CasJJar Van 
Hoesen 57, William G ,·00111 16, .Jacob Goctchins JO, John Peirson 41, 
J oh n Peirson j r. 6, Jacob Nukirk 6, Peter Van Garden 3, John Burks 4, 
Abraham Van Garden G, Doct. Camp G,Mr. Durkee Hath 6, Garrit Abee! Iii 
Doct. Thomson 10, Benjamen Van Orden 9, Davicl Ilates 5, Mr. Chanin 6, 
Mr . A ldri ck 2, A bra ham Bogard us 5, James & Peter Bop;ard us 15, Egbert 

BogTi.rdus 15, J\1r. JJogardus,son-in - lnw3, Stcpllen 1-L_tig:ht ~·-1, PeterS01nor 
JO, John Somer 13, Samual Van Vecht.en 83, Jacob Van Vechten 31, 
!Jarcnt Staats Salisbnry 13, Henry Hendri~k.; 11, Corne li us Eg·bertson 12, 
Henry Cathondt, Caspar W. Ha lenback 31, John Corb in 4, .John Halin 
beck 1-!, La1nbcrt Van Valkinburg- 8, Nicholas P,uTy & son Caspar 40, 
Isaac Spoor 11, John Jenkins 5, John J . Clow l, Petrus Jansen 28, John 
Caspar Van Worman 4, Petrns Van Nith l :l, Garrit Van Hoesen 18, Jacob 
Van Hoesen 20, Barnt Eg-burtsen 5, Jacob J. Halinbecl, :J, Tunis D. Van 
Vcchten 46, Petrus Van Loon 3, John Plan!, 2, John Hows 6, Samue l 
Albin 12, Cornelius Va n ,voorn1an 3, Caspar YVi m1n a, \Villimn Schott, 
jr., 3, Isaac nuts G, Petruil'Smith 1, Jeremiah Hamburg· 1, Annaka 
\Vi tha,J,;:_ ,_1:51 Jobn Dickerson 6, Hendricl{ Dri:HHlow 1, ,John Ha 1nburg 1, 
Benjamen Frutigh 4, 1Jenja1nen Smit.lJ 4, .Archiba ld Commb 1, "'il lian1 
Smith 9, Wesol Sal isbury :l3, Caspar Clow 8, John ,J. Van Loon 5, Luke 
Dewitt, j r., 4:, Luke De \Vitt 8, Jacob Stroop 3, Hendrick: Petre 2, Fred
rick Crugilaer 1, Al,raluun Post 3, M,·. M,urin8, J<>hn Plank Eykebury 8, 
Venir Canfield 5, Paul Passab le 4, Mr . Tibbits 3, Mr. Harte 3, Mr. White 
1, Lieut. flarpe '1, :\fr. L insley 2, John Rtrker 2, Mr. Hyst 2, Pau l John 
son G, MoJcs Cook o. i'lfr. Platt. m erchant, G, C,llcb Wadins G, Mr. Wilcox 
5, Jacob Smith 2, Jacob Ca tin 10, Hrmne Backer 14, Wil liam Frud le 1, 
Stephen Palmer 2, 'l'imothy Sbeplntrd 1, Hobert Ilarns 2, l\fr . Town ly I, 
John \Vinne 4, Francis SalislHa·y, jr., 8, .John Schunen1an, jr., 2~, Jo hn 
Grant l, Wm. Mc Kinsey 20, Sybrant Hynenberg 10, Sandy Comm ins I, 
William Salisbury 73 Abrnlrnm Salisbury 5t, .Frnncis Salisbury 38, Clem
ent Schram 1, Catherine Ved,lc,· 77, Martin Van Berg-en 14, John Moor 
~;~, Garret Van Bergen 5, David Van Bel'g-cn 4, Jobanis Schunmnan 31, 
Mr. Brown 0, .John 'l'hompson 5, Gosa H ermanns 11, Jerry P lan!( IG, 
Will iam Van Berg-en 73, Mr . Hustell-1, Petrns V,m !Jorg·cn, jr., 10, Corne
lius Dubois t,, Hubartus Dubois G:l, .June Dies 13, 'l'homas Barker S, Mr . 
Soals 1, Mr. Lacy, jo ine r , 3, Robert Dr urn mnncl :l, Clement Ovcrpaugh 13, 
Petrns Ovcrpaug-h 10, Wilhelm,1s Vl'erpaug-h 8, !Jcn,iamcn S. Dubois 26, 
John Fn1lig·h 8, l<reclrick Brandow & son n, Wilhelm us De,lr icl( G, Fa lta 
Fiero 0, And1·us Eyculai1· 2l. Petrus Bntntlow 8, Fl'edrick: Diedrick 4, 
Nicholas Crigslan 3, Gnys\.Jert Sharp l:l, William Wells 1, Hendrick 
Young 8, Nathan Young 10, Jarry Lun1an ts, Jacob Scboonn1akcr :i, 
Jacob Luman 2, Nicholas Tim111enna11 4, Helmus Wolf G, Gysbert Oster 
hout 2, ,v111. Smith, Kiskatomy U , John Orr G, Cron1inusShaw 3, Joshua 
Smith 2, Caleb Smith 2, Edward Pouell G, Mr. Hom istcad 4, James 
llnrlrnr, Esq . 14, Barnt Dubois a, Michael Smith 3, Ho\.Jert Cansnday I, 
Poter Clow 2, Joakins Van Pelt :!, Nicho lrrs Well s 3, Susa Noals 8, 
Thomas Noals 8, Andre,v Bostwick :~. Edward Lake 7. David Lake 2, 
Ephrairn Page :?, .John Cole :!, Eli N orton :?, A1nlH·osc Norton 2, Abel 
Wakeland 2, Mr. Dud\y il, E,q. Spuso ~. Mr. How 2, Dav id Hickox 4, 
Mr . Hine 4, Dewiel Cllap iy I, Elijah lloso l, \[r. Warner :l, M,·. Stee dman 
1. the man in Hares place 3, .Al'thur Bllsworth :i, Mr. Strawbridge at 
Hickory 2, Fredl'iclc Dedrick l, the widow Hou, isteJd 6, E<lwarcl Hose 2, 
John Baker jr. 8, Mr. Rayne,,, Bcnjarni11 Wick hams 3, llenjamc,11 Crow
foot 2, l\Ir . Aldricks '.!1 Mr . Stockings~. Mr. Briggs 6, John Secor:~, n1:r. 
Tippit, Kislrntrnnalion, 3, D<>ct. Samuel Howe 1, Abraham Herdick 3, 
Mr. Cushing, Loononhurg JO, ,.l1honws Cater 3, M1·. Cook at Lusitanice S, 
f\fr. Patin, blacksmith, Looncnburg , ;~, :i\[e. Har1nard, Eykehurg, 3, 
!Jenijah Childs & Company I:J, Ephrnirn A clams l, Joel Sontherland G, 
Reuben Randel ~i, Henry Soper !-?, Jonathan Houg-htaling- I, John and 
.Anthony Yco1nans 2, Jacob ,J:tckson 1, Doct. at Jerry Van Loons 2, 
Fredrick Whiteil, Peter Wolf 1-£0,540. 

£ 
GQ 

s 
5 

d 
4 

"We t he Subscribers do hereby certify the above to be a true assess
ment Roll as the pounds are delineated in the first *Column of the 
above list. G.iven un der om hands this ~3d d,1y of .June 1787." 

" Dll1.CK f!POOr-t.'' 
H OLIVER LAD]I:N." 

B \VESEL SALISBURY . " 

Altho ugh for many years after Peter Van Bergen anrl 

Jan Brnnk settled upon their lands, the town could 
hard ly boast of more than a score of families, their 

comparative prox imity to Albany, and tl1eir location on 
the river-t hat great h ighway to New York-rendered 
them liable to be brought in frequent contact with the 
world, and even this small village, iike its neighbor Loon 
enburg, furnished soldiers for the wars that brought so 
much destrnction upon v,irious parts of the country. 
Thus in 1704 we find Jan Bronk and Jan Van Loon en
tering a petition that their quit rent might be remitted 

"in consideration of their services dLiring the war." 

At the time of. the Revolu t ion few portions of the 

*The column referred to was simply the number of pounus set over 
against the several n::unes, sons to form a column . 
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county furnished a larger number of men rn proportion 

to their population. 
As early as Apri l 28th 1740, John L. Bronk was com 

missioned captain of a company in a regiment, "whereof 
Sybrant Van Schaick is colonel," as the old commiss ion 
reads, and October 20th 1775, he was commission e d 2d 
major of th e r rth regiment , of which Anthony Van Ber
gen was colonel. 

Time has fortunately preserved the origi nal commis
sion granted to John L. Bronk by the Provincial Con 
gress of New York, and as such documents are rare, a 
copy is appended as a relic of Revolutionary times. 

u In Pt·ovinci al Congress for tbe Colony of New York, the r:rwentieth 
Day of Oct. 1775. 

.. To John L. Bronck, Esq., Greeting: 
" lly virtue of the a ut ho rity reposed in us , we do her eby nomin at e, 

anthorize, constitute and appo int yon the sa id John L. Bron c!,, Second 
Major of th e Eleventh Regiment of Mili t ia of foot in the County of Al 
bany, whereof A nthony Vuu Bergen is Colonel, hereby requiring you 
before yon enter into the exercis e of your said Office to make in writ
ing and subscr ibe in Pre sence of the Cha irm an of the Committee of the 
City. Town, District or precinct wherein you reside, the Declarat ion ap
pointed and directed by the Elev e nth Sec tion of the Seve nth Resolve, 
contained in the Ru les and Orders for regulating the militi a of the Col
ony of New Yo rk, recommended by thi s Congress on th e 22d Day of 
Aug-ust 1775, a nd autho r izing yo u fu lly to execute all the powers be
long·ing to yom• sai d office by v ir tue of t he said Ru les and Orders, a nd 
the said Declarat ion . And wedo here by require a ll perso ns und er your 
command, to pay due Obedience to you according· to the sa id Hules and 
Orders and such further Hul es and Orde rs as shall be made and r e
commended for th e Militia of thi s Colony by the present or any future 
Continental Congress, or Prov in cial Congr ess of th is Colony." 

"By order 
,~ N A'£HA NI EL WOODHULL , '' 

H Pres iden t. " 
"Attest ROBT , REMSEN." 

•• Secre ta ry . '' 
List of officers in Colonel Anthony Van Berg en' s reg im ent , 1777: 
Colonel, Anthony Van Bergen ; adjntant, Joh n L . Bronk; qua rt er

master, - Van Orden; lieu tenant, J·o ach en1 'l1ryon ; en.sign, Corne lius 
Conine; serg·eant, Derrick Lcversen; tif er. John Van Busk irk; capt ain. 
John Whitb ec k; lie ut e nant, \Vessel Salisbu ry ; ensign, ---~ Van Bergen; 
quartennastet· se rgeant, - Goes ; iieutennnt, John Van Vec hten; 
lieutenant, - Dnbois; 2d lieut enant, John Wig rnm. 

Captain Henry Van Berge n 's company, 1777: 
Henry Va n Be rg en, Hichard Vandenberg, Cor n eli us Con ine, Peter 

Bronk, Corne lius Eg-bertson , Peter Shadde n , E ph raim Bogard us, Peter 
Van Pe lt, Tennis Va n Slyek, Nichol as Wells, Thomas H ou g hta lin g , 
William We lls, Hichard Bronk , Edward Roberts, Henry Houg-hta ],ing, 
Henry Rosa, Peter Conine, Jeren1iah Conine, Philip Conin e, Peter Va n
denberg·, John Vand enberg, IUchard Ho ught ali ng·, Jo a che m Van Pe lt, 
Haltus Van Slyc k, John \Vag·oner, :Mathias llo om, Peter Joa ns, Tho1nas 
Joans, liennanus Cuy ler, Ephraim Bogardus, Jacob Bogardus, Henry 
Bogardus, Nann ing Bog-artlus, Samuel U'olton, Lucas Van Dusen, Jaco 
bus Van Slyck , Hichard l<'ue rman , Hendr ie], Van Slyck, Dir ok Van 
Slyck, Baltus Va n Slyok, .James Martin, '.l'eun is P . Va n Slyc k , Jo hn D . 
B>1ptiste, J ohn Dyse, 'l'u n is Va nd erzee , Ja mes Magee, Peter Cony n, 
Peter Van SJyok, J ohn Wig-ram, Ep hra im Bro nk, Jo hn G. Bronk, Philip 
P . Bronk, Chri stopher Dice, Anthony Van Bergen , Peter A. Va n Be l'
gen, Michael Collier, Robert Vandenberg, Hendrick Vandenberg, Rich 
ard Vandenberg , John Vandenberg, Mar tin Va ndenberg , Godfrey 
Brandow, John Bra ndow, Stephen Lantman, Pe te r Lautman, Sam u el 
Van Pelt, Wilson Ostrander, Corne li us Slut er , Jam es Chich ester , Jo hn 
Writson, Caleb Foster, Willi am Watson, Abra h am Pa rmun, Solomo n 
Parmun, Steve n Pa rmu n, Jacob Pa rmun, Da ni el Clark, Sam u el Mott, 
Nathan Sta nto n, Ebenezer Stanton, Ja mes Sta nton, Josep h Stanton, 
Silas Freema n, Samu el Chicheste r , Jo h n Garret, Samn el Garret, Joh n 
Car le, Leon ard Fo r e, Law re nc e 'read, Robert 'l'rips, Joseph Wilt, 
Adam Wood, Solomon Wigs, Isaac Garret, John Jans , John Boom . 

That the owners of the fertile flats of Cocks ack ie were 
sometimes called upon to contribute of their produce to 
feed the army in times of emer ge ncy, is evid ent from the 

following document: 
"By virt ne of the power and auth ority to me given by his Exce llency 

George Clinton, Gove rn or of t he State of New York , Gen era l and Com
mand er in chief of a ll the Militia of the same. To Leonard Bro nk , 
Greeting·. The occasion and eme rg ency reqniring the same, yo u are 
hereby authorized to impress ten ton s of flo'llr, or an equivalent in 

wheat, twenty thousand weight of beef or fat catt le equivalent thereto 
for th e us e and service of the army. For doing of wh ich thi s sha ll be 
your warr a nt . Given und er my band, this 5th yea r of the Independ
ence, and on the 7th da y of Aug-nst 1780." 

"G. VANSCHAICK," 

Dur ing the war both sid es had sympathizers. While 
the Hallenbecks on the flats and in what is now A thens, 
were noted patriots, the Hall en becks and Pro voo sts at 
Klink enber g were equally noted tories. And the old 
stone house of Ja cob Hallenbeck, by the side of the 
river, was a grea t res or t to which the friends of th e royal 
government were much more welcome than the agents of 
the Continental Congress. But their number wa s too 
small, and this influence too lim ited , to effect much in 
the great strugg le, and al thoug h a few met their just 
deserts by the confiscation of the ir property, it is bet ter 
that th eir names shoul d not be brou ght forth from 
ob li vion. 

A list of 9 months men of John Vandenberg, 1776: 
John Vandenber g, Rober t Van denberg, Richard Van

<lenberg, William Vandenberg, Pe ter Bronk, P e ter Van
Slyck, Alb ert Vanderzee, Pete r Shaddon, J ere miah 
Co nin e, Phil ip P. Bron k, Christopher 0 eys, Eph raim 
Bronk, Casparus Bronk, Richard Sherman, Godfrey 
Brandow, Johannes Brandow, an d Steph en Lantm an. 

MATTHIAS HoUGHTALING's PATENT . 

A person sta nding in an y part of the upper villag e at 
Coxsackie will see, to th e west of the flats, the high cliffs 
of the Kalkberg, and a hilly regio n beyond . Thi s reg
ion, extendi ng fr om th e Stony Kil l on th e south, to the 
Diep Kill in the town of New Balt imore, on the nor th, is 
incl uded in a patent grant ed Ju ly 8th 1697, to Mat
thias Houg hta ling, b y Governor Benjam in Fletcher, as 
representative of the En glish cro wn. This patent is re
corded in bo ok 7 o f patents, page 127, in th e offic e of 
th e secretary of Stat e at Alba n y. The description and 
extent of the land as foun d in the patent is as follows: 

11 A certain t ract of land in our County of Alban y , situated and being 
behind a place ca lled TCockshac k y , beg-inning over th e pat h of Catskill , 
from tbe sont b side of th e Diep kill or creek, on tho north side of and 
along- the path to the Sto n y kiil to the back side of a lake , poo l or 
pond of water, and from the sa id lake, poo l or po nd of wa ter to the diep 
k ill due no ,·th or no r thwest from the said lake, and along the Diep kil 
to the sa id Cats kill path." 

The Diep K ill crosses the Catskill Pa th almost ex 
actly at the lin e b etween th e to wn s of Coxs acki e and 
New Ba ltim ore . It wa s the cust om of those t imes for 
the owners o f a pat ent to claim all the land tha t cou ld 
by any po ssibl e construction of its bound aries , be 
included in its li mits . The no rthw es t corner of the 
patent was held to b e at th e hea d wa ters of th e Diep 
Ki ll on the farm now owned by Hiram Miller. The 
bou nd aries at th e " lake, pool or pond of water" now 
called Bron k's Lake, were somewhat indefinite, and oc- , 
casioned a dispute with t he ow ners of the Ros eb oom 
P atent on the south as to whic h party owned the lake. 
The ex tensive land p ur chases made by Leonard Bronk 
in af ter years includ ed all the land aro und this lake, and 
a deed to him from Thomas Houg ht alin g see ms to in
clud e the greater part of it. A map o f th e small trac t ot 
land in dispute between the two patents, near the lake, 
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made by John D. Spoor, in 1807, is in the county clerk's 
office in Catskill. Tlw corner between this patent and 
the Roseboom Patent, west of the lake, was originally a 
large tree, now replaced \.Jy a large black stone on the 

borders of the land of Rev. Lewis Lampman. 
The west line of the paLent which ran from the head 

of the Diep Kill to Bronk'; Lake, crossed the road from 
Coxsackie to Jacksonville, a short distance west of the old 
toll gate on the plank roJd, and is the dividing line be
tween the homestead of William Thorn, and what is 
known as the Brownwell farm, now owned by the heirs 

of Amos Brownwell. 
Matthias Houghtaling, the patentee, died, leaving 

among other children, two sons, Conrad and Hendrick, 
and a daughter Catrina, who married Richard Vandenberg. 

Conrad, the eldest son, conveyed to his brother Hendrick 
a small tract at the northeast corner, extending along the 
Catskill Path 710 yards. This was afterward the home
stead of his son Thomas, and is now owned by Truman 
Mackey, of New Baltimore . The old burying ground to 

the east of the homestead on the land of Henry Wolfe 
contains in a line, the graves of four generations of the 
Houghtalings. Thomas Houghtaling died February 1st 
1824, aged 93 years 3 months. His wife Elizabeth, 
daughter of Andries Whitbeck, died July 29th r820, aged 
82. Henry Houghta1ing died October 15th 1827, aged 
70. John Staats Houghtaling died September 26th 

1840, aged 52 years, 9 months, and 6 days. Henry J. 
Houghtaling died September 7th 1847, aged 30. 

The old homestead of Thomas Houghta ling stood a 
few feet east of the house· now owned by Truman 
Mackey. 

A deed from Hendrick Houghtaling to Hendrick and 
Robert Vandenberg, dated October 20th 1770, recites 
the fact that the land known as the Houghtaling Patent 
(excepting so much of it as had been conveyed by Con
rad Houghtaling to his brother Hendrick and to Caspar 
Collier) was then owned by Hendrick Houghtaling, and 
Hendrick and Robert Vandenberg, and that Hendrick 
HoughLdin,g, for the sum of 10 shillings and other con
sideration, did convey to Hendrick and Robert Vanden
berg, 

"All that southernmost just ha lf of the whole tract ,, * * con
taining 1813 acres, exclusive of 10 acres lying- by the three falls of water 
on Murderer's Kill, and four acres lying· by the Stony Kill * * also 
another s1nall piece of land lying- near the sn1all lake * * ,:: contain
ing 27 acres * * * also another small piece of land released to the 
said Hendrick Houg-htaling- * * .* about 5 acres, Rese rving- one-half 
of th e stream called Murderer's Kill with 2½ acres of land by the first 
fall, and 4 acres by other falls, each * ,:, ,:, also 8 acres on the north 
side of Stony Kill * * * and one-half of all mines which may be 
hereafter found on the above land s." 

The reservation of the mines on the tract of land, 
calls to mind an old tradition, that in th e early days of 
the settlement at Coxsackie, the Indians were said to 

have gone out early in the morning to the hills some
where in this region, and brought back quantities of lead 
before breakfast time. There have not been wanting ru

mors of silver mines in this same region, nor minds cred
ulous enough to ;ict upon these rumors and make re

peated efforts to discover them, it is needless to say 

without success. 

There is a tradition concerning a search for lead 111111es 

in this tract, that in the days of the patentee, an Indian 

chief offered to sell him the secret of the place where 

this metal was found. Upon being refused the price de
manded be declared, in a rage, that the mine should 

never be found while the land remained in the hands of 
any who bore the name of Houghtaling. This story of 

the Indian's prophecy has often been given as an expla
nation of the failure of all attempts to discover the place 

whence the natives dre'w their supply. In recent times 
certain half crazed spiritualists have vainly endeavored 

to obtai n from the spirits of the dead warriors, the secret 
they kept so well while ]iring . 

The tract of land thus set off to the Vandenbergs is 
popuiarly known as the Vandenberg Patent, though it 
was not an original grant. At a subsequent period it 

was divided into lots, and by deed of December 21st 

f745, IIendrick Vandenberg conveyed to Richard, Wil
helmus, and John Vandenberg, 17 of the lots, each sup

posed to contain 50 acres, and of one of them the story 

is told, that by some reason it contained 60 acres. This 
fact becoming known to one of the Vandenbergs, he went 
to Leonard Bronk, its own er, and bought it as a 50 acre 

lot. The temptation to communicate the success of his 
shrewdness to the world, was too strong to be resisted, 
and Judge Bronk, who had strong objections to being 
overreached in this manner, promptly commenced a suit, 

which, after going to the Cuurt of Chancery, resulted in 
his favor. Since that tim e it has gone by the name of 
Chancery Lot. The farm of William Steele is located 

on it. The turnpike leading to Jacksonville runs through 
Lot No. 12. The place of beginning of this tract on the 
Catskill Path is ·a short distance north of the turnpike, 

near the house of Mr. Chase, and the line which sepa
rates it from the north half of the patent is now the north 
boundary of the farm of Robert Henry Van Bergen . 

The falls in Murderer's -Creek are wh ere Van Bergen's 
mill stands, on the road to Jacksonville. The north part 
or half of this patent was divid ed into lots, and some 
portion of it is now in the hands of the descendants of 
the patentee. 

ROSEBOOM PATENT. 

April 12th 1751 a patent was granted to Jacob Rose
boom, John Jacob Roseboom and John G . Roseboom, 
for a tract of land which is thus descrilJed: 

"All that certain tract of lan d situated in tho County of Albany, 
<111 the west side of Hudson's river, adjoining- to tho Patent of the 
Great Fla ts . Beg·ining at two small map le trees growing· frorn one U.oot, 
and marked with three notches on four side3 ru1d X on the wes t side, 
standing on the Catsk ill Indian foot pa th. and on the west bounds of 
the Patent of Loonenburg- , and on th e cast side of a ridge or Rocky hill, 
and north side of a cave in the side of the hi ll, to the north of ,foacbem 
Jansen's house. And this tract runs f'i·om the said place of beginning, 
Korth 65 degrees ,vest 100 chains. Thea North ZD deg-roes West IBO 
chains to a brook or creek called Potick Creek, thrmce up the stream to 
the corner of a tract granted to Abraham and William Salisbury and 
Casparus Ilronk. Then a long their hne No r th 10 deg-mes West, 22 
chains, to the South corner of a tract granted to Casparns Brou k. Then 
along his line s, North 40degrees East, ma chains, and then North 50 de
grees West, 55 chains, and then South 81 degrees East, 115 chains, to a 
tract of land granted to Matthias Houghtaling . Then along· his bounds 
and the bollnds of a small tract of ltmd granted to Casparus Bronk , to 
the said Old Catskill foot path on the bounds of the Patent of Loonen-
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burg. Then along t he same to t he place where th is tract first bc;:run. 
Cont ainin g 4,530 acres with t he usua l allowanc .e for H ig-hways." 

T he ann ua l qu it rent to be paid fo r thi s trac t was 2s. 
6d . for eac h 100 acres. 

Th e south ern par t o f th is pate nt is in the town of 
Athens an d en croac he s on th e Ca tsk ill Pa tent. T he 
south lin e is th e same as th e north lin e o f Expense Lot 
N o. r as ma rked on th e map of At hen s, th e location o f 
whi ch is fully d esc ribed in the hi sto ry of tha t tow n. T he 
wh ole of th e 6t h division of the Catsk ill Pate nt , althoug h 
in cl uded in th e boun ds of th e Roseboom Pate nt, was 
h eld by its form er owne rs . 
• Th e no rt h b ou ndar y of th is tr ac t was "B leecke r 's 
lin e " or one of the lin es run as t he so uth bo un dary of 
Co eyman's Pa tent. Its t ru e north bo un dary was th e 
" Co nfir mat ion L in e." 

Jo hn G . Roseboom ob tained his share of th e patent in 
beh alf of J ohn He nry Ly diu s, a prom in en t c it izen of 
Alb any, an d tr a nsferr ed it to him by a de ed, Ju ly 5th 
q 5 r. J acob Roseboo m, J ohn Rosebo om, a nd John Henry 
Lydiu s, so ld one-eig h th of the pate nt to F rederick Wo r
m er , J uly 6t h, and it was so ld by him to Jo hn L. Bronk, 
Sep tem ber r7t h of the same year, for the sum of £50 . 

When the pa tent was obtained, it was agreed that 
Ca d walad er Co lden sh oul d h ave one-fo urth o f it, an d 
that share was conveye d to him by Jaco b Roseboom, l\.Iay 
3d 1753. Cadw alade r Colde n so ld his share to N icho las 
Pa ree and D irck Van Vec h ten, Augus t 15t h 1759, for 
£2 50. T he ori gina l deeds for these trans fers are now 
in th e possess io n of Mrs . Lew is Lampma n, of Coxsackie . 

Dirck Va n Vec ht en sold hi s part to Isaac Collier an d 
Ge rrit R oosa, August 14th 1760. 

Th e d eed is now in th e h ands of Mr.. J on as Coll ier. 
N icholas Paree tra nsferred one-eig hth to hi s sons Isaac 
and Da niel, Ma rch 10t h 1761, and Isaac so ld his par t to 
Derr .ick Spoor, January 1st 1770. Jan u ary roth 177 r, an 
agreement was made to divide the patent . At tha t ti me 
th e owners were Mart in Lyd ius, John L. Bronk, Derr ick 
Sp oor , Jacob Rosebo om, Wi lli am Ha llenb eck, Caspar 
Jan s Ha llen beck , Dir ck Van Vec bt en, N ich olas Paree, 
I saac Co lli er, Gerrit Roosa, Mart in Ha llen beck, Arent 
V an Sch aick, and Laurence Van Busk irk. Robert Yates, 
a lawye r of Albany, was employed to d ivide the tract in to 
lots. It was a lso agreed that he should make a n exact 
map, and t hat he should make fo ur tickets, writing on 
eac h ti cke t th e nu mbe r of lot or lots intended to make 
on e full fourth part of the whole paten t, and four other 
ti ck ets, wr iti ng on each the names o f th e propr ietors of a 
fo urth share. T hese t ickets were to be p ut in separate 
boxes , and drawn out alternately by a disinterested per
son . After the d rawing, mut ual deeds of re lease were to 
be exec uted . T he origina l articles of agr eeme nt are now 
in the h ands of Robe r t Henry Van Bergen , with a copy 
of th e ma p. The patent was divided into 12 lots, th e 
thr ee last being the d ispt1ted lands in the Catski ll Patent. 
A lin e draw n sout h from t he west side of Bronk's Lake 
di vided the rear of the tra c t into two portio ns. Lots 1, 
2, 3, and 4, lay to the east, and Lots 5 , 6, 7, and 8, to th e 
wes t of th e line . Lot No . 1 was on the sou th side of the 

Sto ny K ill anJ Bronk'~ Lake, and Lo t No . 8 was on t he 
west of it. In the d ivision, Lots ra nd 8 fell to Dirck Va n 
Vec hten and ot h ers, Nos. 3 and 6 to the Hallenbec ks, 
and Nos . 4 and 5 to Ma rti n Lydi us, who, with his wife 
Genevieve, sold to Di rck Van Vec ht en these lots," re
serv in g th e mill and st ream of wat er whe re his m ill 
sta nds," January 23d 1772. The mill was on the strea m 
which flows out of the steep rocks of th e Ka lkberg , a nd 
whi ch is the head waters of Coxsack ie Creek, nea r the 
house of Franc is Coc h ran. 

Th is patent , from th e fact of its be ing granted at a 
later da te than any of th e pa tents aro un d it, is frequen tl y 
called in old de ed s, "T he new Pate nt." T he whole is 
1cxtremely rock y an d hill y, the nor th end o f the H igh 
H ill bei ng with in its limits, and u po n the whole t rac t 
there are very few inh abitants , in propo rt ion to its exte nt . 

ST I G H K OKE p AT ENT . 

T h e bounds and ex ten t of this pat en t ar e fully set 
for th in the foll owing In dian deed to Cas p aru s Bronk : 

" Know all men by these presents that we He r man Backer, Tanig b
sanow, Kong·han, Aquahann it, and Tnnsaghoes , native proprietors of 
the tract of land here inafter des cr ibed, ha vc fo r and in consideration of 
goods to the value of 13 pou nds 10 sbilling·s, to ns in band paid by Cas
par u& Bro n k. Have barga in ed and sold, and by these pr esents do ba r
gain and sell unto bis Maje sty Ge org-e t he Seco nd of Great ll rita in 
France and Ireland Kin g· &c ., and to his heirs and su ccessors . All t hat 
tra ct of land called by the name of St ighkoke,s ituatcd and be ing on th e 
veBt side of H u dso n ri ver , an d in the County of A lba n y, an<l Pr ovi nce 
oj .: .ew York. And also another smaller tract lying-bet ;veen said Stig h
.ko l, e and Hudson r iver . 'l'he tirst tra ct beg ins at two sma ll white teper 
wood trees, and a black oak, mark ed on fo ur sid es with t hree notc hes 
and a b laze , stand ing· on t he west side of a ve r y small ru n or st r eam of 
water, whe r e t he same takes a short turn ar oun d the said trees . And 
the said tract runs fro m t he place of beg in nin g along the lin e of trees 
blazed on two sides, South 40 degrees wes t, two E nglis h miles or 160 
chains, t o a spr uce p ine tree, m arked with t hr ee notc hes on fou r sid es, 
and C. c. on the west side t hereof, standing on t he eas t side of a sma ll 
kno ll. Thence Nort h 50 degrees West, tw o mil es . The nce Nort h 40 
degrees East, two miles . Thence Sou th 40 degrees East, two miles, 
to the place of begi nning, contdin ing 2,560 acres of land . The 
other of the said two tract s beg·ins at a wh ite teper wood tree , 
marked on four sides with three notches and a blaze standing- on 
the north side of a r u n of water called the Sto ny Kill, and on the wes t 
side of the old Catskill pat h wher e it crosses th e said kill , an d runs fro m 
the sa id place of beg-inn ing- nlong-t he said pa th so u thwards to a black 
oak tree 1narked w it h three n otches and a bhrnu on fo ur sides , stan din g 
un der the east side of a high ledge of rncks . From then ce North 38 de
grees "'est, 82 chains to a dry tree marked on f our sides sta n ding on the 
north side of the said stony kill, b etween a sma ll wa ln ut and two iron 
wood saplings. 'l'hence down nlong- the n ort h side of the k ill as it run s 
to the p lace of be g-in ning, conta ining· 100 ac res of land. ~l1o have and to 
bo ld t he said two t racts of laud with the app ur tenances * * To bi s 
Majesty and h is heirs, for the use s nnd purposes m entioned in a li ce nse 
granted bis Majesty's Lieut .-Gov ernor of t he Prov in ce , to t he said Cas
pin us Bro nk, Hend rick Re msen, Gerrit Van Berge n un d Mar tin Van 
Be rgen, dated the 9t h day of Apr il 1742. In wit ness w he reof we have 
set our hands this 6th day of Ja n uary i742-3." 

T he above deed may be foun d in vo l. xur. of la nd 
papers, page 134, in t he office of the secreta ry of Sta te, 
at Albany. J une 30th 1743 a pate n t was issued to Cas 
parus Bronk, Mart in Van Bergen, Gerr it Van Berge n, 
and Hendrick Remsen for the trac t as d escr ibed above . 
T his pate nt is recorded in book x 11., page 198, in th e 
office of the secre tary of State, at Albany. 

The first tract, which st il l bears the n ame of Stighko k e, 
is in the western part of the town. It will be see n t hat 
it is a square, two m iles on each side, and with its co r
ner s coinciding nearly wit h the cardinal poi nts . So com
plete ly has the knowledge and remembra nce of the l0ca-
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tion of this patent passed away, that it has required the Frederick Brandow, married Henry Webber; Margaret 

most persevering efforts to locate its boundaries. The east married Robert Vandenberg. 
corner of the patent on the" sma11 run of water," where By means of these various sales, devises, divisions and 

it took a "short turn around the trees," is about half a sub-divisions, the patent in 1792 became the property of 
mile east of the village of Jacksonville, on the east side the following parties, and in the proportions stated: 
of the farm lately owned by Amos Finell, and now in William Salisbury, Teunis and Abraham Van Vechten 

possession of Joseph Earl. The small run of water is (sons of Teunis ), each one-fourth part; the daughters of 
the little brook which crosses the road at the foot of the Johannes Brandow (Elizabeth, Maria and Margaret), 
hill, a little east of the house, and making a turn to the each one-thirty-second part; the heirs of Frederick 
west runs into the east branch of Potick Creek, a short Brandow (Elizabeth, Catharine, Sarah, Margaret, Annatje 
distance below the village. A short distance south of and Peter Eckler, a grandson),each one-forty-eighth part; 
the barn on the Finch farm are the remains of a dam, and the heirs of William Brandow (Sarah and Jane) 
where a saw-mill stood in the latter part of the last each one-sixty-fourth part. 
century. It was owned by Gerrit Roosa, one of the On the application of Robert Vandenberg, the husband 
earliest settlers in this part of the town, and it is marked of Margaret, daughter of Fr_eclerick Brandow, the Court 
on the map of the patent rn1cle in 1792 as "Roosa's of Common Pleas, in 1792, appointed Leonard Bronk, 
mill." The corner of the patent is on this run of water, James Barker, and Elijah Yeomans commissioners to · 

about forty rods north of the road. The west corner of make partition of the patent among its several owners. 
the patent is not far from the Greenville town line, and They began by dividing the tract into two parts by run

is at the west end of the farm of John Halstead. The ning a line, commencing at a point on the patent line, 
southerly line of the patent is the division between this 27 chains south of the place where the patent began and 
farm and that of Abel Waters, adjoining. The south running north 86° 30' west to the opposite side, which 
corner is on the road from Jacksonville to Cornwall's was at a point about four rods south of the west corner. 
mills, about a quarter of a mile north of the saw-mill. · More than half the tract encroached on the Coeyman's 
The north corner is a short distance 'north of the school- Patent and the line thus run was supposed to be the 

house in district No. 12. south line of that patent and thus separated the dis-

0JVISION OF THE PATENT OF STIGHKOKE. 

puted from the undisputed lands. This line at the west 
, end is now the division between the lands of Washing

ton Hill and John Halstead. The disputec lands on 
the north side of the line are cliviclecl into four lots of June 16th 1744, Gerrit and Martin Van Bergen, and 

Hendrick Remsen, conveyed to Casparus Bronk their 
three-quarter share of the patent. "The said Patent 
having been procured for the said Bronk, and the money 
having been paid by him." The deed may be found in 

book G, page 70, county clerk's office, Albany. 
In March 1752, Casparus Bronk sold the wl1ole patent 

to Teunis Van Yechten, and in the same month Van 
Vechtcn sold to Abraham and William Salisbury each 
one-fourth of the whole tract. By deed of November 
6th 1770, Francis, Abraham and Wessel Salisbury, three 
sons of Abraham Salisbury (then deceased), sold to Jo
hannes and Frederick Brandow one-fourth of the patent. 
The deeds, very Leautifully executed, are now in the 

possession of Robert Henry Van Bergen. 
By will, elated January 1786, Johannes Brandow left to 

his son William one-fourth of his share, and the re

mainder to his daughters, Elizabeth, Maria and Margaret. 
William Brandow, by will dated July 1788, left his one
fourth to his daughters, Sarah and Jane Brandow. 

Frederick Brandow, by will elated September 1787, left 
to each of his daughters, Elizabeth, Catharine, Sarah and 
Margaret, one-sixth of his share; one-sixth to his grand
son, Peter Eckler, and the remaining one-sixth to An
natje, wife of Johannes Souser. 

Teunis Van Vechten left his share by will, August 

1782, to his sons Teunis and Abraham. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Johannes Brandow, married 

Johannes Conyn; Maria married Samuel Allen; Margaret 
married Wilhelm us Brandow; Elizabeth, daughter of 

384 acres each, of these Lot No. r was divided into 10 
smaller lots, and fell to the Brandow family; Lot No. 2 

fell to Abraham Van Vechten; Lot No. 3 to Teunis Van 
Vechten; and Lot No. 4 to William Salisbury. Lot No. 
r, or the Brandow Lot, is on the northwest side of the 
tract, and part of it is now owned by their descendants. 
The undisputed lands south of the line were also clivicled 
into 4 lots of 266 acres each, and Lot No. 1 fell to 
Abraham Van Vechten, Lot No . 2 to William Salisbury, 
Lot No. 3 to Teunis Van Vechten, and Lot No. 4 to 
tl;e Branclows. ·Lot No. 4 was subcliviclecl into r r 
smaller lots. A lot of 22 acres, situated at the east 
corner of the undisputed lands, fell to Peter Eckler. 
It lies on the south side of the road at the east encl of 
the village of Jacksonville, and is now owned by Am
brose Green. A small barn is standing on the west 
end of the lot, a short distance west of the buildings on 
the Finch farm. The east line of the lot by the small 
barn is the original patent line. The village of Jackson
ville is wholly within this tract and near the east corner. 

COEYMAN'S CONFIRMATION LINE. 

Probably few things have been so much both the 
cause and the prevention of hotly contended law suits as 

the line al.Jove mentioned. According to the terms of 

Coeyman's Patent, its south boundary was to be a line to 
extend due west from Coxsackie till it reached a point 
12 miles dislant from the mouth of Coxsackie Creek. In 

1749 Sarnt.:el Coeymans and David Verplanck employed 
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John R. Bleecker to run the south line of the patent, 
which he did, and the line thus run was called Bleecl,n's 

Line . It was this line which was considered as the north 
boundary of the Roseboom Patent. In I767 John Morin 
Scott and others petitioned the governor for certain 
lands which were said to be within the bounds of the 
Coeyman's Patent, wbich they believed to be vacant. The 
owners of this patent then issued a caveat against the 
petition, upon which there was a hearing before the 
governor and council, and it was adjudicated that 
the boundary of the Coeyman's Patent should be surveyed. 
The order of the council was issued to the surveyor 
general, and he directed his deputy, Nanning Visscher, to 
run and mark the south line of the patent and make report 

to him. This was done in 1768, and the line thus run was 
called the confirmation line, and was ever after considered 

the t~ue south boundary of Coeyman's Patent. Both this 
and Bleecker's line started from the bridge over Cox
sackie Creek, but they were simply imnginary lines un
til they reached the west boL111dary of Houghtaling's 
Patent, and from that they became actual boundaries 
Now these lines were run with ordinary compasses, and 
apparently no attention was paid to variations, and the 
result was that when they reached the west boundary of 

Houghtaling's Patent they were a long ways apart, and 
the distance continued to increase until they reached the 

end of the line . The location of the confirmation line is 
well established. It crosses the west line of Houghta
ling's Patent a few rods sot:th of the road from Cox

sackie to Jacksonville on the west line of the farm of 
William Thorn, and runs across the meadow which lies 
at the foot of High Hill. It crosses the road a short 

distance west of the school-house in district No . 8, and 
runs four rods north of the hotel in Jacksonville. Be
yond the east branch of Potick it is the south boundary 
of the farm of Richard Cornwell. This is probably the 
line which divided the Stighkoke Patent into disputed 

and undisputed portions . 

THE FORESTVILLE COMMONWEALTH. 

One of the most interesting episodes in the history of 
the western part of this town was the community estab
lished there about 60 years ago. In 1824, Robert Owen, 
an English socialist, came to this country, preaching the 

doctrine of communism, which name had not then the 

baleful significance it has at the present time. It was 
his favorite theory that the welfare and happiness of 
mankind could be increased by unity in communities in 

which all property should be held in common, and it 
was claimed that this, with associated labor, would greatly 
enhance the welfare of mankind. Through the influence 
of his lectures district communities were started in vari

ous places, and, among them, one at Haverstraw, on the 
Hudson. The principles and object of tbis community 
was to better their own condition and that of their fel
low-men, which they considered could be done by living 
in community, and having all things in common, giving 

equal rights to each, and abolishing the terms mine and 

thine . Thus organized , they attempted to exemplify 

their theories by practice, but by some means their af

fairs became disordered, and the experiment came to an 
end in about five months. After tbe breaking up of this 

concern some of the members came to Coxsackie, and, 
uniting with some persons who were already settled here, · 

they formed a new community, to which they gave the 
high-sounding name of Forestville Commonwealth. The 
founders of this undertaking were Samuel and Nathaniel 
Underhill, William G. Macy, Jethro Macy, John Nor 

bury, Jacob Peterson, John S. Quimby, Henry Dickin
son, Jacob Dickinson, Henry C. Fosdick, and Robert 
Weeks. Of these, the Dickinsons and Quirnbys were 
here before. The site of this community was at a place 
called Lapham's Mills, on a tract of land at the north 

end of the Stighkoke Patent on the east branch of Potick. 

A. M. Lapham, who had a saw and grist-mill there in 
the latter part of the last century, was accidentally killed 
by his own machinery. The principles of this community 
were the same as those of the Haverstraw community, 
and met with no better success . Their capital was small, 
and they were much in debt. They attempted to carry 
on an extensive business. Besides a large tract of land 
and their mill, they bad a tannery, a wheelwright shop, 
and were engaged in shoemaking and other small manu
facturing. From the little record they have left behind, 
they seem to have had too many persons engaged in 
talking and law making, who did not work at any useful 

employment. The verdict of one of their number was, 
that "There were few good men to steer things right. 
We wanted men and women who would be willing to live 
in simple habitations and on plain and simple diet, and 

be contented with plain and simple clothing, and who 
would work together for each other's good. With such, 
we might have succeeded, but such attempts cannot suc
ceed without such men." The experiment came to an 
end in a little more than a year, and on the 23d of Octo
ber 1827, Henry Fosdick, Samuel Underhill, and James 
Underhill, sold to John Norbury, James Underhill, and 

John S. Quimby," A tract of land, 315 acres, being the 
whole lands lately occupied by the Forestville common
wealth." Those who survived and retained the same 

views, went to Ohio, where they joined what was known 
as the Kendal Community, in Stark county. John S. 
Quimby remained for some years in Coxsackie, and 

had a son, Moses Qt1imby, the noted bee-keeper, whose 
work on bee-keeping is a standard authority on the 

subject. The principal house that was occupied by the 
community still stands, near the cemetery, and is owned 
by Amos Butler . The place still bears the name of the 
community, though not a man in all that region could 
give a definite account as to how it came by the name. 

THE SALISBURY PATENT, OR 700 ACRE TRACT. 

April 20th 1749, a patent was granted to Casparus 
Bronk, Abraham Salisbury, and William Salisbury, for a 
tract of land which lies on the south of the Stighkoke 

Patent, and which is thus described : 
"Beginning at two spruce pine trees, marlred with three notches on 

four sides, standing on the northeast side of a creek or brook called 
Potick Creek, four chains below a large fall in said creek. And runs 
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from the said tree north 10 degrees west, 22 chains to tho most southerly 
corner of a tract of land granted to Caspnrus Bronk, then along- the 
lin e thereof north 50 degrees west, 1GOchainsto the most westerly corner 
of the same . Then south 106 chains, and thensouth8ldegrees~Ominutes 
east, 127 cha ins to the place where this tract first begun. Containing 
700 acres of 1and, and the 11surtl nllowance for highways.'' 

In March 1752, Casparus Bronk sold his share, one
third of the tract, to Teunis Van Vechten for £50, to
gether with'' one equa l undivided one -thi rd part of the 
saw-mill on the said lands, and one-third of all the uten
sils and implements belonging to the said mill." Teunis 
Van Vechten soon afterward sold it to Abraha1'i1 and 

William Salisbury, "reserving the one -third of the saw
mill and one-third of the utensils, with the liberty and 
privilege to ride or lay down saw logs and planks in a 
convenient place near the mill." 

Abraham Salisbury, by wi ll dated May 1756, left his 
share of the whole to his son Wessel Salisbury. 

In November 1770, Wesse l, his brothers Francis and 
Abraham joining in the deed, sold to Johannes and 
Frederick Brandow one-half of the tract, and one-third of 

the saw-mill. Johannes Brandow, by wil l dated January 
I 780, left to his son William one -qu arter of his share and 
the rest to his daughters E lizabeth, Maria and Margaret. 
The share of William Brandow was devised by wi ll to his 
daughters Sarah and Jane. Frederick Brandow, by will 
September 1787, left one -s ixth of his share to each of his 
daughters, Elizabeth, Sarah, Catherine and Margaret; 

one-sixth to his grandson Peter Eckler; and the remain
ing one-sixth to Annatje, the wife of Peter Souser. 

Teunis Van Vechten, August 1782, left his share in 
the saw-mill lot to his sons, Tennis and Abraham. 

These various changes resulted in making William Sal

isbury th e owner of one-half of the whole patent, exclu
sive of the mill site; the daughters of Johannes Brandow 
(E lizabeth, Maria and Margaret) each one-sixteenth; the 
daughters of his brother William (Jane and Sarah), eacli 
one thirty -second; and the heirs of Frederick Brandow, 

. including his grandson, Peter Eckler, each one forty 
eighth part. It will be seen that this patent was owned 
principally by the same parties that owned the Stigh 
koke Patent, and in the same proportions, and the prop
erty was partitioned among them by the same commis
sioners in 1792, who first laid out the the mill lot, "Be 
ginning at 3 large rocks near a hemlock tree upon a 

course north I 1 degrees 30 minutes east, :o.nd 3 chains 
distant from the southeastern corner of the tract, and 
running on the same course 5 chains to a heap of stone; 
then south 65 degrees west, 7 chains to a stake and heap 
of stones on the west branch of Potick Creek; then 

south 59 degrees e::ist, 6 chains 50 links to a white pine 
tree; then north 54 degrees east, 2 chains 52 links to the 
place of beginning, containing 2_½ acres ." 

The rest of the tract was then divided into two parts 
by a line drawn from the middle of the east line to the 

opposite sid e. Th is south part, containing 377 acres, fell 
to William Salisbury . The northern part was then di

vided into five lots by lines drawn from north to south, 
and tl~e western lot (which was the largest) was subdi
vided mto 6 lots of 31_½ acres each. 

The survey and map of this tract were recently found 
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in Albany, and are now among the records in the county 

clerk's office at Catskill. 
The mill, lot, and streams were sold to William Suther

land, from whom they passed to Henry Cornwell, and for 
many years a very extensive business was carried on, the 
place being known far and wide as Cornwell's Mills. 

Henry Cornwell, who probably did more than any other 

man to develop the western part of this town, was a na
ti ve of D utches s county, and came to this town about 
1800. He married Sarah, daughter of Nicholas Van 

Hoesen. He was one of those men who seem intended 
by nature to subdue the wilderness. By hard work and 
skillful management he accumulated a comfortable 

fortune. He left two sons, Henry and Richard, by 

whom the mills have been sold to Reuben Jump, of 

Athens. 
At the northwestern corner of this patent is a lot now 

belonging to Abel Waters, which, in the division, fell to 

Robert Vandenberg. A small stream which flows into 
the west branch of Potick Creek runs through it, where a 

saw-mill was built by Mr. Vandenberg. This has long 
since disappeared, but the remains of the dam are yet 
vis ibl e near the house of Abe l Waters. The north bound
ary of Mr. Water's farm, wh ich separatts it from the land 

of John Halstead, is the original line between the" 700 
acre tract" and the Stighkoke Patent. At the extreme 
northwestern corner is a high knoll, from which there is 

a very extensive view to the east . The stream which has 
been mentioned runs along the foot of the hill, on its 
easterly side. The southwestern corner of the patent is 
near the Schoharie Turnpike and near the west line of 

the town. 

T OHN MORJN ScoTT 0 S p A TENT. 

In the year 1770, John Morin Scott and 70 others 
applied to the governor of the province of New York for 
three tracts of land, which are principally in the town of 
Greenville. A portion of the first tract is in the south
western corner of the town of Coxs:tckie, and the bound

ary of the whole tract, so far as it lay in the town of 
Coxsackie, was as follows: 

n Beginning- at a white oak tree standing- on the northeast corner of 
the brook called Catskill, and is the norther ly bounds of the lands 
granted to Capt. Sylvester Salisbury and Marte Ger ritse [Van Bergen] 
as the rnid bounds were established in the year 176!, by the commission
ers appoi nted to make a clh·ision of said lands, and rnns along the then 
north bounds [of the Cats kill Patent) to the southwest corner of the 
tra ct of 700 acres granted .in 1749 to Abrahain and \Villiam Sa lisbury, and 
Casparus Bronk; then a.long the west bounds of the last mentioned 
tract as the compass pointed in 1749, north, lOil chains to an ironwood 
tree 1narked for the western1nost cor ner of a tract of :?-t-30 acres granted 
in 17.(3 to Caspun1s Bronk and others LStig·hkoke Patent]; then along 
t he line of the lust mentioned tract us tbe compass pointed in 1743. 
north 50 degrees east, 110 chains to an eh.n tree marL.-:ed with the letters 
aod figure s S. M. 1768, standing in an old line of trees formerly marked 
for the south bounds of the lands granted to Andries Coeymans; then 
along the said line of marked trees, as they run N. 82 deg-rees, 15 min
utes ,v., ms chains to a beech tree stand ing- in the eas t bounds of a 
tract of 3300 acres granted in 1749 to Abraham Sal isbury ancl others " 

Only a very small part of this tract is in Coxsackie, 

and the town line runs thro ugh it a short distance west 
of the Stighkoke Patent and the 700 acre tract. The 
northwestern part of the town is included in the 7th and 
8th allotments of Coeyrnan's Patent. 
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CASPARUS BRONK'S roo ACRES. 

Included in the Stighkoke Patent, but distinct from 
the main tract, was a small tract of roo acres granted to 
Casparus Bronk. This tract lies in tl1e hills west of 
Coxsackie Flats and is thus described: 

1' Begins at a white pine tree n1arkcd with 3 notches on 4 sides, stand
ing- on the north side of a brook called the Stony Kill, and on the west 
side of the old Catskill foot path where the path crosses the Stony Kill, 
and runs thence nlong-8aid old path southerly, to a black oak tree , marked 
with 3 notches and a blaze on 4 sides, and standing- on the west side of 
said path, and on the east side of a high ledge of rocks. Thence north 
38 degre es west, 38 chains to a dry tree n1nrkccl on 4 sides, and standing 
on the north side of the Stony Kill between a small walnut and two iron 
wood saplings, and thence ><long the north side of the said Stony ICill as 
it runs, to the place where it begun, containing 100 acres of land ." 

Annatje Bronk, the only daughter and heir of Cas
parus Bronk, sold the north half of this tract, "including 
a grist-mill, and grind stones, and a small house, and 
the right to dam up the creek on her land for the 
use of the mill, and also the free privilege of a road 
up into the woods," to John L. Bronk, for the sum of 
£255. The original deed, dated December 8th 1764, is 
now in possession of Mrs. Lewis Lampman, to whom the 
land has descended from her ancestors. Probably few 
localities in the town have been better known, from that 
time to this, than Bronk's Mills . 

Annatje Bronk had previously married John A. Whit

beck; they sold, August 21st 1773, to John L. Bronk, 
all their title to the land in Peter Bronk's Patent, 
and also all their share in that part of the Fountain 
Flats, which lay between the Catskill Path and the 
creek. 

Such is an account of the Coxsackie of the olden time. 
It is needless to state that the population was small and 
almost entirely confined to the flats in the eastern part of 
the town . Like its neighbor Loonenburg, the population 
was composed of the few families that descended from 
the Dutch settlers, who retained their ancient customs, 
spoke the Dutch language of their forefathers, and read 
with pious care, and treasured with zealous pride, the old, 
ponderous, brazen-clasped Bibles brought from the Fa
therland . The pernliarities of the Dutch settlers have 
been a constant theme for the ridicule of those whose 
ignorance and whose prejudice have made them incapable 
of appreciating the force of character and determined 
will of the rate that contended so valiantly for freedom, 
against the mightiest of modern empires, and who 
made New Amsterdam a city, when Boston was a wilder

ness. 
The population of the old town of Coxsackie, when it 

included Durham, Greenville, Cairo, New Baltimore and 
Athens, in 1786 was as follows : number of males under 
16, 762; over r6 and un der 60, 670; over 60, 53; fe
males under 16, 724; over 16, 684; male negro slaves, 

209; female negro sla ves, r86; total, 3288. 
The price of slaves in old times may be judged from 

the following : 
"Benjamin Moore sells to Leonard Bronk, 1803, ne

gro wench Gin, 28 years old, price $150." 
"Isaac Hallenbeck sells to Leonard Bronk, 1805, ne

gro man Tom, 24 years old, price $300." 

TOWN ORGANIZA T!ON. 

From the old territory of the district of Coxsackie was 
formed the town of the same name, March 7th 1788. Its 
great extent was however soon reduced. Durham was 
taken off in 1790, a part of Cairo and Greenville in 180_3, 
New Baltimore in 1811, and the north part of Athens in 
I 8 T 5. 

The north line of the present town commences in the 
middle of Hudson River, at a point opposite to a rock 
called by the Dutch "Platte Pan." doubtless so called 
from a flat rock which suggests the name, and running 
thence north 80 degrees west, 615 chains. The west line 
is a straight course of south ro degrees west, to the Scho
harie Turnpike. The south line begins at a tree at the 
south end of Paddock's Island, and running west and 
intersecting the Schoharie Turnpike at High Hill, 
then follows the turnpike to the west line of the town. 
Paddock 's Island derived its name from Captain Laban 
Paddock, who bought from the heirs of Dr. John F. 
Tolley, in 1810, a large tract of land on the west side of 
the Albany and Greene Turnpike. 

Captain Paddock also bought the farm on the east side 
of the turnpike, which included the tract called the 
"island." The south line of this farm was the north 
boundary of the old Korst Veloren farrn. It was sold to 
Frederick Barnard, in 1822, and he sold it to William 

Jerome, June 17th 1827. In all the old deeds it was des
ignated as" the 4 Mile Point Farm ." 

FOUR MILE POINT LIGHT HOUSE. 

William Jerome and wife Alida sold to the United 
States "2 acres, 2 roods, and 2 5 rods of land, at a place 
commonly called Four Mile Point, and within the Pat
ent of Loonenburg, being part of what is commonly 
called Paddock's Island." This sale was made February 
12th 1831, and the light house was established the same 
year. It is a tradition that the tract of swampy ground 
between the island and the main land was once an open 
channel through which sloops could pass at high tide. 

There is a singular interest connected with this tract 
of land, from the tales that have been told of buried 
treasure having been found within its Emits. William 
Jerome died and left it to his father, Moses Jerome, who 
sold it to Captain William Beck, in 1839. Concerning 
this man strange and incredible tales still float in the air, 
and rumors of buried gold, obtained and hidden after 
the manner of Captain Kidd, have in years past tempted 
over credulous and avaricious minds. And it is said that 
clairvoyants and spiritualists have been invoked in vain 
to reveal the hiding place to those who forget that man's 
lot on earth is to gain his bread by the sweat of his brow, 
and not by divinations. The light house is under the 
charge of Moses Walters . 

ROADS IN COXSACKIE. 

The oldest highway in the town is the Kings road 
which is mentioned in the very earliest deeds, and was 
the great highway leading from Albany to Esopus ( or 
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Kingston ). It was probably laid out as eariy as 17 ro. 
The following are re co rds of some of the most import ant 

roads in th e town. 
The highway leading from the Kings road (by Luman 

Miller's) to th e river was laid out in 1790. 
"Beginning at the public road north of the ho use of Peter Bronk, 

running· easter ly between the line of Peter Bronk, Richard Bronk and 
Anthony Van Be rgen, to the lot of land of Jo hn and P hillip P . Bronk, 
easter ly across th e sa me as the trees are m ark ed out, north of t he ho nse 
occupi ed by Same ! Tot t en. Thence eas t erly as the t rees a re marked out 
to Coxsack ie Cree k, below where t he o ld saw -mill clicl u se to sta nd , 
crossing th e s>,me, t hence eas terly on the lin e bet ween Conrad Houg ·h
taling and Richard Bronk, to th e roacl which runs north an cl south, 
between the wat er lot s and other lot s, thence north to ancl opposite the 
Jot of land of Ephraim Bogardus jun . th ence east to a small log house , 
thence as th e roacl goes through Henry Va n Bergen's Lot of land to 
the house of Ep hr aim Boga rdus jr. and to t he dock of Ephra im Bog ·arclus 
jr. on the North river at the low water mark." 

The road by th e head of the str eet at th e land in g was 

thus defined 1793: 
"Upon the application of Eliakim Reecl and others, for a certa in road 

to be laid out leading from the dwelling bouse of E liakim Reed to Cox 
sackie Landing. Th e Commission ers decide that the olcl road commonl y 
ca ll ed the Fren ch Doctor's road [Dr. Claudr, Ducalon] is estab iished at 
the breadth of two roads, and that th e road that turns off from t hi s roacl 
to the h ouse of Elia l;:im Reed should be of the same width." 

The road common ly ca lled" Johnny Cake Street" was 
laid out in 1828 and as the reco rd s say: 

"Beg·ins at the centr e of the road 'that leads to Reed's Landing-, and 
run s from thence N. 20 deg-roes West, 6 chains 50 links. 'l'hen No r th 45 
East 4 chains 50 link s, 9 links East of the northeast corner of Silas 
Deane's house, and from thenc e to t he road to the Upp er Landing·." 

The greatest improvement of the kind was the estab 
lishment of the Coxsac ki e Turnpike in 1806 whi ch 
opened up a communication with th e western part of the 
town and r.ounty; and the Albany and Gree ne Turnpike 
made a new and much needed road along the river. 

CIVIL LIST . 

The super visors of Coxsackie ha ve be en : Jona s Bronk, 
1800, 1801; Abraham H allenbec k, 1802-5; f:onradt 
Houghtaling, 1806; Jonas Bro nk , 1807; Abraham Va n 
Dyk e, 1808, 181 5 ; Robert Va nd enber g, 1809; Sim eon 
Fitch, 1810, 1811; Epenetu s R ee d, 1812; Stephen vVar
ren, 1813, 1814; John L. Bronk, 1816-24 , 1826, 1827; 
Dorrance Kirtland, 1825; W illi am V. B. He er mance, 
1828; Joseph B. Cottle, 1829; Anthony M. Va n Bergen, 
1830, 1834; Thomas W . Gay, 183 [; Be nj am in N. Bur 
roughs, 1832, 1833, 1835, 1836; Simpson T. Be ll, 183 7, 
1838; Silas Holbrook, 1839; Pete r H. Sylv ester, 1840; 
Morris Hallock, 1841, 1842; Andrew B. Houghtaling , 
1843, 1844; George N. Keith, 1845; Dav id M. Hamilt on, 
1846, 184 7, 1861; Barnet Gay, 1848, 1854; Augustus 
Cornwall, 1849; John B. Bronk, 1850; J aco b C. Va n 
Dyck, 1851; Simps on S. Be ll, 1852, 1853; Ambros e 
Green e, 1855; Ja cob G . Bede ll, 18.56; Edwin N . Hubbe ll, 
18.57; Aaron Ha llenbeck , 1860; George Houg ht aling, 
1862, 1863, 1865; John C. Mackey, 1864, 1866, 1867 ; 
J. C. Van D yck , 1868; W illi am K. Reed, 1869, 1870, 
1871; Platt Coon ley, 1872, 1873; Sylvanus Fin ch, r874; 
Aaron G. Van Schaack, 1875-78; Albert Parker, 1879 -83. 

THE NEW V ILLA GE OF COXSACKIE. 

The person who looks upon the two small tracts of 
wood-land, called Cochran's and Lampman's groves, will 

see a fair specimen of the original forest th at cove red the 
greate r p ar t of the flat s a century ago. When some ot 

the prin cipal roads on the flats were la id out, th ey were 
run throu gh the woods, and indicated by m ark ed trees . 
At Co xsack ie Landing , where the business part of the 
town now is , the re was but one house . This was a sto ne 
building which stood at the he ad o f the street th at leads 
to the land ing, on th e site now occup ied b y th e house of 
D r. Collier . The owner of this solit ary h ouse was Clau de 
Ducalon. He was her e as early as 1744 , for in th e record 
of the Luthera n Church of Athens is the bapt ism of 
" Ca th erine, chi ld of Clawdy D ucalo n, Fr ans Doc to r, an d 
his wife Jane ," May 27th 1744. Trad iti on is silent con
ce rnin g him, except that h e was a French doct or. He 
also h ad chi ld ren , Louisa , born March 29th 1746; 

Steph en, born in 1748; and William, born in 1755 . He 
was living h ere in 1784. 

At the beginning of the present century, wh at is now 
Coxsacki e La n ding was a rock y po int, s~parated from 
the main land by a marsh which a t high tide was fre
quent ly covered with wa ter. Th is marshy tra ct extend ed 
to the foot of the hi gh land a t the head of the street, and 
to the north as far as the Eagl e Hote l. T he who le wi th 
25 or 30 acres ad joining to the south and we st, constitu 
ted Lot No . 48 in the Coxsackie Pa tent, and belonged 
to the Bronk fa mily. It was bo ught by Eliakim Re ed, who 
established a sm all wharf and ware hous e on the rocky 
point, and th e pl ace soo n obtain ed the n ame of Ree d's 
Landing. 

November 3d 1804, Eliakirn Recd sold to Thomas E. 
Barker, William Judson and Ralph Parker: "A tract of 
land in the town of Co xsackie being known by th e name 
of Re ed s Landing, beginnin g at the distance of 50 links 
from the sou thwes t corner of old st ore, the first buildi ng 
erected by th e sa id Eliakim and Roswe ll Reed." Fro m 
this place th e lot extended sou th along the rive r, (in
cl udin g the rocky p oint ), as fa r as the lower wharf, and 
then "west to the east bounds of Leonard Bronk's 
land, and along his line north to the land lately owned 
by the fami ly of Colone l Van Bergen deceased, and then 
along th e south line of that to Hudso n River, and the n 
down the river till it str ikes a li11e drawn from a direct 
course from the division par tit ions of the store houses 
on the wharf , an d th en along the sa id line to the low est 
sid e of the wharf, and then so uthe rly to the place of be
ginnin g. This tract which was 25 acres incl uded all 
the business part of th e place. The stor ehouse which 
was the place of beginnin g was on the sit e of the prese nt 
stor ehouse of Reed & Powe ll, nort h of the ferr y landing. 
In 1810 the prese nt street was laid out, th e land divi d ed 
int o lot s, and maps were mad e whic h are now in posses
sion of Miss E. C. Heermance, and Jo hn B. Whitbeck. 

Eli akim Reed at the same tim e so ld to the same par 
ti es Lot No. 27 in th e Coxsackie Pate nt , bound ed nor th 
by Lot No. 28 be longin g to Leonard Bro nk , south by 

Lot No. 26 belonging to Jonas Bronk, eas t by th e hig h
way lea din g from Coxsackie village [upp er villa ge] to 
Gibb s and Wilson's Landing, and wes t b y the highway 
lea din g from Coxsackie vi lla ge to Phillip Vosburg's. 
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This tract containing 45 acres, was a narrow strip ex 
tending a long way west of the turnpike. Lot No . 48 on 
which the lan ding was situated included a large tract on 
the hill west of the business stree t, and was at that time 
principally covered with woods. 

THE LOWER LANDING. 

Peter and Richa rd Bronk sold to "Israel Gibbs, 
merchant of the town of Catskill," March 7th 1794, Lots 
46 and 47 of the Coxsackie Patent, the former contain
ing 14, the la tter 35 acres. They were bounded north 
by Lot No . 48, south by Lot No. 45, east by Hudson 
River, and wes t by Lots 24, 25, 26, and partly by Lot 27. 
Elam Gibbs sold two-fifths of this to George Wilson, 
June 15th 1805, and February 20th of the next year, 
Wilson sold the same to Elam Gibbs and John Lusk, ex
cepting the small lots sold before, one to Joseph Chap
lin, "on which the Potash works now stand," the other to 
John Gibbs, "where his house now stands," and "a lso re
serving 14 feet square where Mrs. Nancy Gibbs and Paul
ina Gibb s are buried." Previous to that time, the only 
house in that region was one th at belonged to Mary 
Wells, and stood near the place now occupied by the 
large ice house of the Kn icker bocke r Ice Company . 
This was on Lot No. 47, where Joseph Chaplin's potash 
works stood, and the place was known as Mo lly Wells' 
Point. Farther south, by th e river side, were two or 
three small houses inhabited by squatters, whose rep
utations may be surmised from the fact that they were 
generally known as the " Algerines ." At or near this 
point, Israe l Gibbs established a wha rf, and Gibbs' Land 
ing soon became well known . The lar ge ice house is 
very near the southeast corner of Lot 47. The north 
line of this lot is near the wharf of Parker and Salisbury. 
The greater portion of Lot No. 47 was afterward sub
divided into small lots, a map of which is in th e county 
clerk's office. 

The business of the town seemed for some years to 
concentrate at Reed's Landing, where a thriving village 
sprang up, and cont inue d to increase and prosper till the 
time of the fire, August 13th 1864. The store-house of 
Mygatt & Bur roughs, where the fire started, together 
with its contents of lumber and hay, was consumed, and 
also a number of buildings adjoining . Another fire 
broke out on the following day and consumed several 
buildings. The loss was estimated at $35,000. After 
this fire, the street leading to the landing, which was very 
narrow, was widened to its present extent. The task of 
arranging and re-locating the lots was performed in a very 
satisfactory manner by Robert H. Van Bergen. 

THE UPPER LA NDING . 

Previo us to the beg innin g of the present century, this 
was the only landing place in the town. Several houses 
had been built here at a time when there were few, if 

anv, below . 
Ephraim Bogardus had a ferry here soon after the 

Revolution, and William Rea and Peter Cuyler had 
hoUS\:S near the river. One of the first acts of the 

County Cour t, in 1800, was to license Bogardus to run 
his ferry. The oldest house now standi ng at the Upper 
Landing is the Old Wells house, built by Wiiliam Wells, 
who came from New England before th e Revolution. 
This ston e dwelling, by the river bank, has been a noted 
landmark for more than· a century. It stands on the 
northea st corner of Lot No . 52 in the Coxsackie Patent, 
and south of the road from the upper village to the 
land ing. The house and land adjoining were so ld at 
sher iff's sale, in 1818, to Leona rd Bronk . The place at 
that time belonged to Is aac Wells, and the deed incl udes 
the hou se and lot, "also a certain island opposite called 
Wells' Island, containing 8 acres." The hou se now be
longs to Isaiah Br iggs. This island, with two others next 
north of it, was gran ted to Marte Gerritse Van Bergen. 
Its old name was Nutten Flat; the one ne xt north was 
Blind er Flat, and the one above that was called Dover 
Flat. The island in front of the mouth of Coxsackie 
Creek is named on old maps, Mar te Gerritse Island. A 
map of these three islands, with other lands granted to 
Van Bergen, is in the office of the secretary of State, Al
bany. 

SCHOOLS IN COXSACKIE. 

Our knowledge of th e schools in the early days of the 
Dutch settlers is exceedingly meager. The domines of 
the church were accustomed to take private pupils into 
their families, and a school was kept in the village , in 
which the teac her was expected to combine religious and 
sec ular in struction. The population was very small, and 
the schools were few until the adven t of the enterprising 
race from beyond the Berkshire Hills. The following is 
a list of schoo l trustees and teachers in th e (then ) tow n 
of Coxsackie in 1795. We have indicated 5uch loca lities 
as we have been able to id entify. 

Anthony Rogers, teacher (Coxsackie village); Electus 
Backus, Abraham Hallenbeck, Matthias Vandenberg, 
trustees: Daniel Kanaday, teache r (unknown); Jacob 
Parrish, Henry Van Bergen, trustees: Edward Morrison, 
teacher (Athe ns); John W. Hall en beck, Isaac Van Woe rt, 
trustees: Jo seph Calder, teacher (unk no wn); John Mac
Intyre, James Litchfield, trustees : Amos Hubbl e, teac her 
(Jacksonv ille); Isaac Mapes, Storm Roosa, Henry 
Voorst, truste es: John Bower, te acher (East of Jackson
ville); Isaac Roosa, Nathan Burnes, Caspar Collyer, 
trustees: Benajah Preston, teacher (Cairo); :Daniel Sayre, 
Sebury Fish, trustees: Thad eus Hurd, teacher (Green
ville); Aaron Hull, Japhet Collins, Reuben Rundle, 
trustees: J arnes Leland, tea cher (New Baltimore); Jona
than Miller, Stephen McCabe, trustees. 

Rev . H enry Ostrander, pastor of the Dutch R eformed 
chu rch in Coxsackie from 1801 to 1810, kept a school in 
the old stone house on the north side of the turnpike, 
and here the sons of the wealthy Van Bergens and 
Bronks studi ed Latin, at th at time considered a mark of 

dist inction . 
Among the papers of Jud ge Leonard Bronk are 

articles of agreement between Henry Vandenberg, 
Robert Vandenberg, and Henry Van Bergen, "trustees 
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of the seventh school district of Coxsackie," and Henry 
Dickinson, in which the latter engages to" erect and build 
a frame school-house, r8x22 feet, and 9 feet posts, in a 
workmanlike manner, to be judged by said trustees, for 
the sum of $150; $10 of which he is to pay for a stove." 

This is dated January 10th 1814. 

VILLAGE INCORPORATION. 

The village of Coxsackie was incorporated by an act 
of the Legislature passed April 5th 1867, and is bounded 

as follows: 
"All that part of the town of Coxsackie, in the county 

of Greene, descr .ibed as follows, viz: Beginning at a 
point in the west channel bank of the Hudson River, 
said point is south eighty-seven degrees east, four chains 
and fifty links, from the centre of the mouth of a spring. 
near the Hudson River, upon the lands of William Scott, 
and running from thence north eighty-eight degrees 
west, along the north line of lands belonging to the heirs 
of John Ely, deceased, and the south line of lands be
longing to the heirs of William J. Stevens, deceased, and 
across the lands of Hamilton & Smith, and along the 
centre of the road leading past Isaac C. Collier's farm, 
known as the Vosburgh farm, sixty-four chains and fifty 
links to a stake and stones in the centre of said road; 
thence north five degrees west across the lands of Isaac 
C. Collier, lands of Henry Hollister, lands of Egbert 
Cochran, lands of Isaac Brandow, lands of Edwin N. 
Hubble, lands of Maurice Roche, lands of Phebe Puffer, 
and lands of Jacob C. VanDyck, one hundred chains 
and sixty-five links to the centre of the road lead
ing from the Upper Village or Street, so called, to the 
Upper Landing; thence north eighty-four degrees east, 
along the centre of said road and across the lands of 
Thomas P. Bedell, and lands of Walton S. Stoutenburgh, 
thirty -three chains and thirteen links, to a post in the 
south line of the old road over the hill to the Upper 
Landing (said post is near the house of C. S. Conine); 
thence north eighty-five degrees cast across the lands of 
C. S. Conine, lands of Hiram Gates, and lands of Mrs. 
Purtle, twenty-five chains and sixty links, to a point in 
the west channel of the Hudson River; thence south 
nine degrees east along said west channel bank as it 
winds and turns to the place of beginning, containing 
about six hundred and ten acres of land, be the same 
more or less." 

COXSACKIE CEMETERY. 

This cemetery was laid out in 1826, a piece of land 
having been bought for the purpose of Simeon Fitch, 
who sold: 

•· To the minister, Elders and Deacons of the Reformed Dutch 
Church of Coxsackie, all that certain piece of ground on the south
west side of the road that leads from the village of Coxsackie to the 
lower landing, containing 129-100 acre. The said piece having been 
bought by certain individuals as a place of burial, according to the 
articles of agreement in a certain subscription paper, March 26th 
1826." 

This list is given in full as not only showing the 
owners of the lots, but also a list of all the prominent 
111en of that time who were living in that vicinity . 

"Whereas it is proposed to purchase a piece of ground as a pl.tee of 
burial in a convenient situation to accomodate the inhabitants of the 
village of Coxsackie and the Landing- and those in the vicinity, and a 
suitalile place has been found for that purpose in a lot belonging to 
Simeon Fitch, lying on the southwest side of the road leading from tbe 
village of Coxsackie to the Lower Landing and adjoining the lot oc
cupied by Isaac Delamater, on the southeast, containing I¼ acres, and 
it btling proposed to purchase the said piece of ground and to raise the 
sum of about $300 for the purchase of the g-round and for clearing, 
fencing, seeding and Ia.ring out the same.'' 

The committee appointed were to lay out rco lots of 
30 feet in length and nine feet wide, according to a plan 
"hereto annexed ." It was also agreed that the price paid 
by each person for a lot should be considered as so 
much paid toward the price of the lot, and the lots re
maining unsold to be under the control of the committee. 
The following is a list of the subscribers: 

Abraham Van Dyck, Simeon Fitch, Morris Batterson, 
Nicholas J. Lampman, Talmadge Fairchild, Dydinus 
Shepherd, James Carl, Richard Shipman, William Bisac, 
William Chapman, Phillip Conyn jr., Gilbert R . Living
ston, John Ely,George Mandarville, John Helton, Thomas 
Halstead, Olney F . Wright, Samuel King, Samuel Good
rich, Abner M;akedy, William Kimpton, George Rea, 
Russell Judson, James Titcomb, Widar S. Butler, Louis 
Reed, John L. Bronk, Martin Herrick, Se bury Fish, 
Walton Stoutenburgh, Ralph Barker, Nathaniel Godfrey, 
Alanson Worden, George Beatty, Silas Wood, Joseph 
Godfrey, P. Stephenson, Moses H. Powell, William Jud
son, William Van Vote, Minor Hubbell, Peter Hubbell, 
Henry Smith, Charles Bartlett, John Bartlett, Silas Dean, 
David Finch, Daniel Benjamin, Isaac Smith, Jeremiah 
Gay, Ed ward Wells, Epe netus Reed, Thomas W. Gay 
Elnathan H. Taylor, Jacob E. Bogardus, and David 

Sharp. 

RIVERSIDE CEMETERY. 

This cemetery association was organized at a meeting 
held December 8th 1873. The persons present were, 
Jacob C.Van Dyck, Martin G.Van Slyck, Simpson S. Bell, 
John L. B. Silvester, George H. Bonrns,William J. Leigh, 
Lucius F . Botsford, William K. Reed, and S. W. Briggs, L. 
F. Botsford, chairman, stated the object of the meeting 
and it was voted to purchase land for a burial place, to be 
called Riverside Cemetery. The following officers were 
elected: L. F . Botsford, president; M. G. Van Slyck, 
vice-president; Sidney A . Dwight, treasurer; William K. 
Reed, secretary . Twenty acres of land were purchased 
of Alida Van Slyck. Burton G. Thomas laid it out and 
made a map of it. This cemetery is beautifully located 
on the river bank north of the Upper Landing and west 
of the old turnpike. 

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH . 

The Dutch Reformed church in the upper village is 
one of the oldest in Greene county. Most, if not all, of 
the early settlers, the Van Bergens, Bronks, Conyns, and 
Van Hoesens were connected with either the church at 
Leeds or at Claverack. The difficulty of attending 
churches so distant as these, caused the founders of 
Coxsackie to establish a church here as early as 1732, 
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and the church then organized has continued till the Plattekill, 178r, and graduated at Union College, in 
present time. 1799. His pastorate in Coxsackie was from 1801 to 

There is no certain knowledge as to when the first 1810. In 1806 William H. Vandenberg sold to" Henry 
house of worship was built. An inscription in the Ostrander, minister of the Gospel," 20 acres of land on 
baptismal register, " Het Doop Rock Van de Gemeinte the north side of the road to Coxsackie, and bounded 
Van Koksakje, Anno 1738, January 21," would indicate west by the Catskill Path; and at the same time sold him 
that it was as early as 17 38, and this view is strengthened "two acres of land to the west of the same, with the 
by the fact that a site for a church was bought of Petrus bu ildings, as the same was formerly sold by Thomas 
Van Bergen, July 16th 1732, described as follows: "All Houghtaling to Hendrick Vandenberg, reserving the 
that certain piece or lot of ground situate, lying, and be- privilege of the fountain of water." This is the old 
ing at Kockshackie, on the north side of the common stone house on the north side of the Coxsackie Turn
road way or street, which leads eastwards towards Hud- pike, under the hills, now owned by a Mr. Case. In ad
son's river. To begin about seventy -six feet by east of dition to his pastoral duties he kept a school there, in 
the pasture ground of Phillip Conyn. Containing in which he taught Latin to the children of his wealthy 
length along the street fifty feet, in breadth south and parishioners. The latter part of his life was passed in 
north forty feet, with the church or God's house thereon Ulster county. 
erected. To Have and to Hold the said piece or lot of The fifth minister was Gilbert R. Livingston, who was 
ground, church or God 's house thereon erected for the born at Stamford, Connecticut, 1786, and was pastor 
use, and to the public service and worship of God, for· from r8r1 to 1826. His labors here were productive of 
the nether Dutch Christian congregations, in the exercita- much good. In a revival in 1821, 373 persons were 
tion of the Protestant Reformed religion according to the brought into the church. From this place he went to 
profession of faith, use, and practice of the Reformed Philadelphia, where he died in r 834. 
churches of Holland, grounded and conformable to the The sixth pastor was Rev. Jeremiah Searles, a native of 
Holy Scripture and agreeable with the articles of faith of Atkinson, N. H., born in 1795. His pastorate in Cox-
the Synod of Dortrecht." sackie began in 1825 and terminated in 1851. 

This church stood on the site of the present house of Rev. Phillip Peltz, a native of Pennsylvania, was the 
Benjamin Eaton in the upper village, and in front of the seventh minister and preached here from 1851 to 1857. 
small burying ground of the Adams and Van Bergen fam- Rev. Jacob Dutcher, the eighth incumbent, came to 
ilies. The building stood on this site till May 1798, this town from Bergen Point in 1857, and preached one 
when it was pulled down . A lot for a new church was year, when he removed to New York. 
given in exchange for this by Henry Van Bergen, on the The ninth minister was Rev. S. G. M. Hastings, whose 
south side of the road and nearly opposite. The second pastorate began in 1860, and closed in 1870. 
church was built on this lot the same year, which stood The next pastor was Rev. Maurice G. Hansen, a native 
until 1861, when the present edifice was built on a new of Holland. He commenced here in 1871, and continued 
site a quarter mile east of the old church. The first min- until r88r. He was succeeded by the present pastor, 
ister who officiated in Coxsackie was Domine George Rev. Bergen B. Staats, who was born in Cecil county, 
Michael Weiss, whose name appears as a witness on the Maryland, but whose early life was spent in Somerset 
deed for the church lot. He was a native of the Palati- county, N. J. He is a graduate of Rutger's College and 
nate on the Rhine, and came to America in 1727. He of the Theological Seminary, and at one time preached 
returned to Holland in 1729 to solicit aid for churches in West Hurley, Ulster county. He became the pastor 
in America, but was here again before 1731. His field of Coxsackie church in June 1882. 
of labor included Catskill and other places. According 
to a statement in the" Manual of the Reformed Churches 
in America," he remained in this part of the country 
about 14 years, when he went to Pennsylvania and 
preached to congregations west of Philadelphia. He is 
said to have died in 1762 . In 1730, he is mentioned as 
"a bright young man." He left no descendants. The 
second minister was the far -famed Domine Johannes 
Schuneman, who served this church, in connection with 
that of Catskill, from 17 5 2 to 1794 . The first entry made 
by him in the baptismal register is dated July 2d 1752, 
"Dese voorgaende kinderen zyn my Johannes Schune
man gedoopt maer van andere levars." 

The third pastor was Rev . Jacob Sickles, born at Tap
pan, in 1772. He labored at Coxsackie and Coeymans 
from 1797 to 1801, and afterward preached at Kinder

hook. He died in 1845 . 
The fourth pastor, Rev . Henry Ostrander, was born at 

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH. 

In March 1833, a petition was presented to the con
sistory of the First Reformed church of this town, 
representing that the increasing population of the Land
ing rendered it advisable to establish a new church for 
their better accommodation, and that the stockho lders 
of the brick church, had offered to sell it to any of the 
various denominations which had been accustomed to 
use it for religious worship, and that the opportunity that 
then presented itself was too favorable to be neglected, 
and requesting the consistory to unite with them in 
their application to the classis to be established as a new 
church. The signers of this petition were: Abner Wake
ley, Lawrence Van Dyck, Clarrissa Van Dyck, John 
Holton, Priscilla Kempton, Henry Wolf, Abigail Ely, 
Adelaide Ely, Elizabeth Mackey, Jane Van Schaack, 
Molly Benjamin, Abigail Wolf. 
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In accordance with this petition, the classis passed a 
resolution that the request be granted, and the organi
zation was effected on the 4th of June 1833 . The church 
was composed of 32 persons, who received certificates of 
dismissal from the parent church. Henry Wolf and 
Lawrence Van Dyck, were chosen elders, and William 
D. Kirtland, Abner Wakeley, and John Holton were 
chosen deacons. "The church was thus declared to be 
duly organized, and was commended to the care of the 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls." The following is a list 
of the original members : Abner Wakeley, John Holton, 
William D . Kirtland, Henry Wolf, Lawrence Van Dyck, 
Lucy Reed, Abigail Ely, Molly Benjamin, Esther Judson, 
Phebe Wakeley, Priscilla Kempton, Jane Van Schaack, 
Eleanor Dean, Robert Brown, Clarrissa Van Dyck, 
Agnes Myers, Alice McDonald, Catherine Van Alstyne, 
Abigail Wolf, Deborah Herrick, Mary Cure, Eliza Van 
Woert, Mary Shurts, Eve Vosburg, Elizabeth Van Valen, 
Elizabeth Mackey, AdelaiJe Ely. 

The colored members were: Quas Reed and Ann his 
wife, Mary Ann Van Valkenberg, Jane Edwards, Eve 
Har~iman, and Elizabeth Moor . 

It was nearly a year before a minister was settled . The 
first pastor was Rev. Vlilliam Cahoone jr., who com
menced in 1834 and continued until 1847, when he re
moved to Fordham, New York. He was succeeded by 
Rev . Paul D . Van Cleef, who served till 1849. He was 
succeeded by Rev. Samuel M. Woodbridge in 1850, who 
remained till 1852. His successor was Rev. John Steele, 
who commenced in 1853 and continued till 1858 . The 
next pastor was Rev. Francis N. Zabriskie, from 1859 to 
1863. He was succeeded by Rev . Alexander McKelvey, 
who served one year, leaving in 1866 . His successor 
was Rev. Ezra W. Collier, who was here in 1867. Rev. 
Anson F. Munn became pastor in 1868, and continued 
till 1877 . He was succeeded by Rev. John A. Lansing, 
who remained one year. His successor, and the present 
pastor, is Rev . John H. Salisbury, a native of this county, 
a graduate of Rutger's College, and of New Brunswick 
Seminary. His connection with this church began in 
l 878. 

The church edifice was struck by lightning in 1875 
and badly injured, but the damage was repair ed, and it 
is now one of the finest churches in the town . 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

This society was organized in 1836 with 12 members . 
Services were first held in a union church and afterward 
in a building on the corner of Church and Ely streets, 
belonging to Mr. Stevenson . 

In 1838 a lot on Church street was bought at a cost of 
$360 and the erection of a church to cost about $2,000 
was commenced. It was dedicated October 7th 1840. 
Rev. Noah Levings preached in the morning from 
Hebrews VIII. ro; Rev. Wil!iam E. Collins in the after
noon from Psalms Lxxn1. 25; and the pastor, Elbert 
Osborn, in the evening from Acts xvi. 2.5. 

Among the early members of this church -.vere E . 
Hyatt and wife, Stewart Austin, John J. Powell, Jason 

Wells, Tunis Cochran, Samuel J. 'Carey, Peter R. Gar
rett and wife, Electa Brown, Theoron Burnett and wife, 

and Catharine Cochran . 
At first Coxsackie was included in the Coeymans 

circuit, and the following preachers were on the circuit : 
1836, Elbert Osborn, F. W. Sizer; 1837, William F. Col
lins, E. Cook, A. Ackerly; 1838, ·william F. Collins, 0. 
G . Hedstrom, A. C. Fields; 1839, 0 . G . Hedstrom. D . 
B. Turner, A . C. Fields; 1840, D . B. Turner, W. H. 
Smith, R . Scott; 1841, D. J. Wright, W. H. Smith, R. 
Scott; 1842, D. J. Wright, A. Rogers, William Bloomer; 
1843, William Bloomer, John Davy . In i843 the circuit 
was divided and Coxsackie was left in the Catskill circuit. 
1844, E. S. Helbert, L. S. Weed; 1845, E. S. Helbert, A. 
Davis; 1846, P. S. Hoyt, Joel Croft ; 1847, P . S. Hoyt, 
S. G. Stevens; 1848, William C. Smith, J. K .. Still, T. B. 
Smith; 1849, William C. Smith, J. C. Chatterton; 1850, 
A. F . Sellick, A. Rogers; 1851, James Birch, James Day
ton; 1852, J. Birch, William Hall. 

In 1853 Coxsackie became a station and since that 
time the following have been pastors : 1853 and 1854, 
Thomas Ellis; 1855 and 1856, William B. Mitchell; 1857 
and 1858, B. M . Genning; 1859, Sibs Fitch; 1860 and 
1861, J. H . B. Wood; 1862 and 1863, J. Birch; 1864, R. 
S. Slrnrter; 1865 and 1866, J. W. Breakey; 1867, G. W. 
Corey; 1868 and 1869, Charles Gorse; 1870-72, W . 
F. Brush; 1873-75, J. Millard; 1876-78, G. Draper; 
1879-8 1, T. La Monte; 1882-83, T. W. Chadwick . 

A parsonage was bought in 1859, opposite the church. 
In 1874 a new parsonage was built adjoining the church, 
at a cost of about $4,000 . I n 1866 the church was en
larged and repaired at a cost of $4,700, and was reopened 
February 13th 1867 . In 1883, under the pastorate of 
Rev . T. W. Chadwick, the church and lecture room were 
repaired and improved at a cost of about $2,600. 

The church has a membership of 258 . A prosperous 
Sunday-school is connected with the church, numbering 
120 scholars . 

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH . 

This church was organized in 1853, and the church lot 
was sold by William R. Finch to Rev. Jonathan Coe, 
May roth of that year. At the time of the sale a church 
building was standing on the lot, which had been built 
some years before by the Baptist society, but concerning 
which little information could be obtained. This edifice 
was blown down and destroyed in a fur ious storm, in 
1854, but the organ which was in it was uninjured. The 
present church was built soon after. The church was 
for many years connected with that of Athens, and sup
plied by the same ministers. The following is a list of 
the various rectors: Jonathan Coe, D. D., Rev. Joseph 
Johnston, Rev . Albert Danker, Rev. I. W . Trumbull, 
Rev. Newton Dexter, Rev. John Joyce, and Rev. An
drew Merkle, the present rector. The congregation is 

small but select, and the church edifice built of brick, 
stands on a fine site overlooking the village and river. 
The present church officers are : Dr. N. Clute, Robert J. 
Washburn, wardens; Herman Nalbach, William Farmer, 
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Andrew B. Houghtaling, H. A. Jordan, N. H. Vosburg, 
Dr. A. W. Van Slyck, vestrymen . 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH . 

The first church services of this denomination were 
held in the dwelling house of Mr. Stephen Brady, as 
early as 1845. The church edifice stands un one of the 
Lower Landing lots laid out by Captain Isaac Smith, and 
was built in the spring of 1847. The principal members 
of the church at that time were James Hartley, Luke 
McCormick, James Fox, Timothy Donegan, John Welch, 
Owen Tynan, Thomas Hartley, John Daly, and John 
Schelly. A large part of the work on the edifice was 
done by Stephen Brady, who is at the present time one 
of the oldest living members. The first priest who offi
ciated here was Rev .. \Villiam Howard, who was succeed
ed by Rev. Fathers Hurtley, Henry Finegan, Morris 
Roach, William Carroll, and Martin Stanton. The pres
ent pastor is Rev . Thomas P. \1/alsh, who, to the cares of 
this church, unites those of Coeymans and Athens . The 
church edifice is a neat building, which has been re 
cently repaired, and the society is in a flourishing con
dition. 

FRATERNITIES. 

Coxsackie Lodge, No. 50, F. &, A. M. The organization 
of this lodge was effected at a meeting held at Foot's 
Inn, December 24th 1796, with the following principal 
officers: W. M., Philip Conine, jr.; S. W., Isaac Rosa; 
J. W ., Benjamin Moore; secretary, John Barr; treasurer, 
Jesse Wood. The other charter members were Giles 
Gridley, Stephen Truesdell, John Bostwick, Solomon 
Palmer, John McIntyre, and Storm Rosa. The regular 
communications of this lodge were held at Foot's Inn 
until the year 1804, when the meetings were discontinued 
and the charter was returned to the grand lodge . 

Ark Lodge, No. 271, F. CJ" A. 11£., was organized in 
1816 by virtue of a dispensation granted :to Talmadge 
Fairchild, W. M., Amariah Foster, S. W., and William 
Bliss, J. W. The lodge meetings were held at Foot's 
Inn until 1821, and afte rward in the village . The anti
masonic excitement, induced by the alleged abduction 
of William Morgan in 1826, resulted disastrously to the 
lodges throughout the State, and the communications of 
this lodge were discontinued Lrntil 1846 when it was re

organized as 
Ark Lodge, No. 48, F. &, A. M. Since this time the 

lodge has enjoyed uninterrupted prosperity. Meetings 
are held in Masonic Hall, on the first, third and fifth 
Monday evenings of th<: month. The number of mem 

bers October rst r883 was 101. 
The successive worshipful masters of the Coxsackie 

lodges have been: 
Philip Conine, jr., 1796; Isaac Rosa, 1797; Jesse 

Wood, 1798-r802; Adonijah Miner, 1803; Talmadge 
Fairchild, 1816-19, 1822-24, 1846; William V. B. Heer
mance, 1820, 1821; John G. Bedell, 1847-54, 1859-63, 
1865-69; Gilbert Bedell, j r., 1855, 1856; Henry M. 
Ileach, 1857; John B. Bronk, 1858; Alexander Reed, 

1864; Albert Parker, 1870-74, 1878-81; J. A. Houghta
ling, 1875, r876; William K. Reed, 1877; A. W. Van 
Slyke, r882. 

The officers in 1883 were: A. W . Van Slyke, W. M.; 
Samuel C. Bennett, S. W.; Abel J. Kent, J. W.; S. W. 
Briggs, treasurer; William K. Reed, secretary; J. A. 
Houghtaling, S. D.; H. Nalbach, J. D.; James Strang and 
John Van Wormer, M. of C.; F. M. Sharp, T.; Albert 
Parker, C. 

Coxsackie Chapter, No. 85, Royal Arch lv.fasons, was 
organized in r824. The first officers were Talmadge 
Fairchild, H . P.; Perce! Cook, K.; and Nathan Clark, 
S. Meetings were held until 1831, when the lodge was 
disbanded. In 1866 a reorganization was effected under 
a charter granted to Gilbert Bedell, H.P.; Abram H. 
Knapp, K.; and Peter Stover, S. 

The successive high priests haYe been Gilbert Bedell, 
Abram H. Knapp, Elbert 0 . Beatty, and Albert Parker. 

Meetings are held on the second and fourth Tuesday 
evenings of each month. 

The officers in r 883 were: Albert Parker, H. P.; Isaac 
Mygatt, K.; Almeron Powell, S.; William Cochran, 
treasurer; W. R. Church, secretary; A. V. D . Collier, C. 
of H.; William K . Reed, P . S. ; S. W. Briggs, R. A. C.; 
A. W. Van Slyke, M. of 3d.; Charles H. Cripprn, M. of 
2d; E.W. Mackey, M. of 1st; J. J. Jackson, T. 

Eureka Lodge, Jllo. 131, K~nights o.f Pythias, was insti
tuted March 30th 1875, with the following charter mem
bers: Alexander Cummings, A. V. D. Collier, M. Hal
lenbeck, George H . Scott, J . L. Hollister, Albert Parker, 
W. K. Reed, E. Briggs, S. W. Briggs, P. R. Bedell, P. G. 
Van Schaack, C. Fitchett, J. V. W. O'Connor, N. H. 
Vosburg, W. D. Griffin, C. N. Van Wie, E. W. Smith, 
F. W. Tolley, B. S. Hutchings, J. B. Van Wie, E. R. 
Cummings, H. T. Bedell, and M. H. Green. 

The first officers were: C. C., A. V. D. Collier; V. C., 
Albert Parker; prelate, George H. Scott; K. of R. and 
S., J. V. W. O'Connor; M.A., J. B. Van Wie; M. of F., 
P. G. Van Schaack; M. of E., W. K. Reed; I. G., E.W. 
Smith; 0. G., H. T. Bedell. 

The lodge meetings were held in the old Masonic 
Hall during the year of organization, and afterward in 
the hall of the Sons of Temperance, and subsequently in 
Good Templar's Hall. This hall being sold, the lodge 
was left without a room, and the :meetings were for a 
time discontinued . In January r882, the lodge was re
organized, and since that time the meetings have been 
regularly held in the Grand Army Hall. 

The following persons have been chancellors command
er: A. V. D. Collier, Albert Parker, J. V. W. O'Connor, 
George H. Scott, B. S. Hutchings, W. K. Reed, and N. 
A. Calkins. 

The officers in 1883 were: N . A. Calkins, C. C.; B. S. 
Hutchings, V. C.; T. B. Alcott, P.; H. T. Bedell, K . of 
R. and S.; M. D. Fiero, M. A.; Samuel Marsh, M. of E.; 
M. H. Green, M. of F.; W. P. Freligh, I. G.; H. T. 
\\'biting, 0. G.; W. K. Reed, P. C. The district deputy 
grand chancellor is George H. Scott. Meetings are held 
on Tuesday evening of each week . 
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SOCIETIES AND FIRE COMPANIES IN COXSACKIE . 

Division No . 1, A. 0. o.f If., Coxsackie: Motto: 
"Fri endship, Un ity and true Christian Charity." This 
d il'ision was insti tuted March 28th 1883, by county dele 
gate Captain M. J . Slattery of Albany. The officers in 
1883 were: Thomas Prendergast, county delegate ; Mar 
tin D . Maloney, president; Matthew Moran, vice-presi
dent; Thomas Mullins, secretary; John P. Prendergast, 
financial secretary; Michael Prendergast, treasurer; John 
M. Burke, sergeant -at-arms. The number of members, 
October 1st 1883, was 34, of whom 15 were charter 
members. The county delegate has power to organize 
divisions in his county, and to act as marshal on all pub
lic occas ions. Only persons of good motal character, 
from 18 to 45 years of age, are eligible to membership. 
The association is beneficial in its operatio ns, a sick or 
disabled member rec eiv ing five dollars per week wh ile 
disqualified from performing his accustomed labor. An 
allowance of $50 is made for the funeral expenses of a 
deceased member. Meetings are held every alternate 
Thursday evening in Grand Army Hall. 

Hollister Post, No . 85, G. A . .R., was organized De 
cember 29th 1874 with the following charter members, 
including officers: M. H. Greene, C.; John I. Spoor, S. 
V . C. ; Warner Vandenburgh, J. V. C.; A. V. D. Col
lier, adjutant; E. C. Garrigan, 0. D.; Louis J erorne, 0. 
G.; P. G. Van Schaack, Q. M.; Jacob Vandenburgh, 
S.; J.B. Van \Vie, C.; Thomas C. Garrigan, S. M.; John 
Hiseerd, Q. M. S.; William Van denburgh, Matthew 
Shute, Richard H . Whitbeck and Michael Dowling. 

The names of past commanders are M. H. Greene, A. 
V. D . Collier, M. V. B. Ashley, John I. Spoor and N. A. 
Calkins . 

The numb er of post was changed to 27 in 1879 . The 
present number of mem.bers is 69 . 

The officers for 1883 were : Thomas C. Garrigan, C.; 
Joseph Bronk, S. V. C.; Geo rg e C. Speanburgh, J. V. C.; 
R.H. Whitbeck, chaplain; M. Downing, quartermaster; 
Jo hn Hiseerd, 0 . of D.; A. Benton, 0. of G.; Lewis 
Stickles, surgeon . 

Meetings are held eve ry Friday evening in Grand 
Army Hall. Since its organization, Hollister Post has 
successfully cond ucted two grand field days with sh am 
battles, one at Coxsackie, and one at Hudson, and is one 
of th e most prosperous organi zations of it s kind. 

Coxsackie Council, JVo. 122, .Royal Templars o.f Tem
perance, was organized Aug ust 21st 1882, with the fol
lowing charter members, including officers: John Frank, 
councilor; Charles Scott, Yice counc ilor; W. H . C. 
Boocock, secretary; Henry Cheritree, treas urer; Alfr ed 
W . Curtis, financial oecretary; E. M. Wood, past co un
cilor; Robert Boocock, chap lain ; Robert Boyd, Will iam 
L. Pettit, C. S. Van Orden, Hugh W. Mosher, Thomas 
Dummery, Frank Mosher, Mrs. G . M. Boocock, Mrs. 
Mary E. Scott, Mrs. R . Mosher, Mrs. Emeline Pettit 
and Mrs . Mary M. Mead. 

The officers in r 883 were: cou ncilo r, John Frank; vice
councilor, Miss Anna Spoor ; secretary, William L. 
Pettit; treasurer, Stephen W inans; financial secretary, 
Robert Booeock; pa st councilor, E. M. Wood; chaplain, 
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Henry Cheritree; medical examiner, Robert Boocock. 
The society numbers about 40 members . Meet ings are 

held Wednesday evening of each week in hall in Lamp
man's building. 

Tlze Women's Clzristian Tempera nce Union o.f Coxsackie, 
was organized October 19th 1881. The first officers 
were: president , Mrs. T. Lamonte; vice-presidents , 
Mrs. J. H . Salisbu ry, Mrs. Robert Boocock and Mrs. J. 
B. Whitbeck; t reasur er, Mrs . C. A. Sloan; record ing sec
retary, Mrs. R. H. Whitbeck; co rresponding secretary, 
Mrs . W. H. Hollister. 

Meetings are held every al ternate Thursday afternoon. 
The society has a membership of about 35 . The officers 
for r 883 were: president, Mrs. Robe rt Boocock; treas 
urer, Mrs. J. B. Whitbeck; recording sec retary, Mrs. R. 
H. Whitb ec k; corresponding secreta ry, Mrs. W. H. Hol
lister. 

Various other temperance organizations have been in 
successful operation here at different times, among which 
may be mentioned the Father lVIatthew T. A. B. Society, 
No. r, of Coxsackie; Coxsacki e Di vision, No. 75, Sons of 
Temperance; Brown Lodge, No. 275, I. 0. of G. T., or
ganized May 14th 1867; and Bodi ne Section, Nu . 15, 
Cadets of Temperance, organized Feb rua ry rnth r868. 

FIRE COMPANIES. 

Hudso n Ri 7!er En}fin e Company, No. ,, was organized 
June 6th 1860. The first ch ief eng ineer was William 
Martin, and J. C. Mackey was foreman. The company 
used the engine Deluge No. 1, for a tim e. An engine 
house was built where the furniture and undertak ing es
tablishment of Reed & Frank now stands . The build
ing cost $250, an d was paid for by subscription. In 
1863 th e company purchased a Button hand engine at a 
cost of $1,400, which was raised by subscriptions of in
surance companies, memb ers, and cit izens. In 1879 the 
villag e authorities erected a new brick engine house for 
the company, at a cost of $1,000, on the site of the old 
lock -up. 

The company was reorganiz ed F eb ruary 8th 1881, and 
George H . Scott was appointed forem an. The othe r of
ficers in 1883 wer e: William A. Edwards, first assistant 
foreman; E. Busk irk, seco nd assistant; Wi lli am B. Leete, 
secretary; and Egbert W . Stone, treasurer. The com
pany numbers abo ut 50 members in good standi ng . 

D. M. Ham z"lton Engine Company, No. 2. A village 
election was held August IIth 1868 for the purpose of 
levying a tax to ra ise funds to purchase a ne w steam fire 
engine and appurte nances , to procure lots on which to 
erect eng ine hous e, etc . This move ment was d efeate d, 
and the matt er for a time was dropped. A second elec 
tion for this p urp ose was held February 6th 1871, and a 
vo te was passed to levy a tax of $3,500 for the purchase of 
a new eng in e and hose. A ne w company was organi zed 
February 18th 1881, and nam ed Kuxakee Eng ine Com
pany, No . z, but at the first regular meeting of the com
pany, held March 7th 1871, th e name of the company 
was changed to D. M. Hamilton, No . 2, in honor of the 
largest tax -payer in the village. A new But:on steam 
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fire engine and hose were purchased at a cost of $3,500. 

The first officers were: foreman, William K. Reed; assist
ant, J. B. Miller; secretary, E. 0. Beatty; treasurer, 
Albert Parker; engineer, J. Newbury; fireman, W. Cook. 
In 1872 a lot was purchased on River street for $850, 
and a brick engine house was erected at a cost of $2.190. 
The company, which had pre, iously ~isbanded, was re
organized. The officers of the company in 1883 were: 
foreman, Alexander Reed jr. ; assistant, W. R. Church; 
treasurer, A. C. Dwight; secretary, W. Irving Merihew; 
engineer, Jay Newbu ry; assistant, Jo hn H. Bomus. 

In June 187 r William K . Reed was elected chief en
gineer of the Coxsackie fire department, and Albert 
Parker assistant. The present chief engineer is A. G. 
Case, and E. D. FJnche r is assistant. Both companies 
belong to the New York State Firemen's Association . 

THE PRESS. 

The first newspaper published in Coxsackie was the 
Greene County Adz,ertiser, which was established by 
Henry Van Dyck, in 1832, in the upper village. In 1836 
it was changed to the Standard, and afterward, under the 
management of Thomas B. Carroll, was called the Cox
sackie Standard. In 185 r a new paper was started under 
the editorial rnanagement of Frederick W. Hoffman, of 
Albany; and i11 January 1857, it was transferred to D. M. 
& B. S. Slater, by whom it was published for some years-

The only newspaper now published in the town is the 
Coxsackie News. Mr. William P. Franklin commenced 
publishing this paper here, May 23d 1867, since which 
time it has bec>n continued under his management. In 
1874 it was issued daily for about two months, during 
the excitement ca used by the trial of Joseph Walsh for 
murder. A paper called the New Baltimore Sun was 
published here for about six months, commencing in 
September 1875. The Coxsac!de News is issued weekly, 
and is a well sustained and popular paper, and has a 
wide influence . 

BANKS . 

The Coxsackie .National Bank was organized in 1865, 
with a capital of $1 r 2,000. The first officers were: W. 
V. B. Heermance, president; J. C. Van Dyck, cashier; 
vV. V. B. Heermance, Leonard Bronk, T. Burroughs, R. 
H. Van Bergen, M. G. Van Slyke, Luman Miller, Wil
liam Farmer, C. Van Der Zte, and W. A. Judson, direc

tors. 
The first president was succeeded by J. C. Van Dyck, 

who was followed by the present incumbent. 
In 1869 a new bank building was erecttd on Reed 

street. 
The present officers a re: president, Alexander Reed; 

cashier, S. A. Dwight; directors, Alexander Reed, W. 
Powell, D. M. Hamilton, M. G. Van Slyke, C. Van Der 
Zee, E. H . Van Orden, C. C. Harn, and Isaac Mygatt. 

Tlte Coxsackie Savinxs Z11stitL1tio11 was incorporated in 

1 868, with the following first officers: Charles Starr, pres
ident; 0. Lampman, vice-president; S. A. Dwight, secre
tary and treasurer; E. N. Hubbell, W.- Powell, P. 0. 

Williams, J.C. Van Dyck, D. M. Hamilton, M. G. Van 
Slyke, P . H . Sylvester, L. Bronk, and William Farmer, 
trustees. 

The first president was succeeded by Alexander Reed. 
The amount of deposits September 1st 1883, was $183,-
000. 

The present officers are: president, Albert Parker; rst 
vice-president, William Farmer; 2d vice-president, A. G. 
Case; secretary and treasurer, S. A. Dwight; trustees, 
Alexander Reed, Albert Parker, N. H. Richtrnyer, A 
G. Case, S. A . Dwight, C. I. Collier, I. Mygatt, Platt 
Coonley, William Farmer, and M. C. Van Slyke. 

HOTELS. 

There are three hotels in the village. The Hamilton 
House, at the corner of Reed and River streets, was re
cently built by the present proprietor, Alexander Cum
mings. This hotel is first-class in every respect, and is 
largely patronized by the travelling public. Carriages 
from the hotel connect with all trains and boats. The 
livery stable connected with this house, is in charge of E. 
R . Cummings. 

The Larrabee House is on River street, near the boat 
landing, and is owned and conducted by Nelson Larra

bee. 
The Eagle Hotel, on Mansion street, is owned by Wil

liam Cummings and conducted by George W. Loud. 

MANUFAC TURING . 

The Coxsackie Malleable and Grey Iron Company, the 
most important manufacturing enterprise of the village 
of Coxsackie, was established in 1833 at Oak Hill, Dur
ham, by Adams & Thorp. The original buildings were 
destroyed by fire about the year 1865, and substantial 
brick buildings were erected at Coxsackie in 1866. In 
January 1871, the buildings were again destroyed by fire, 
ent ailing a loss of about $50,000. The class of goods 
manufactured embraces malleable and grey iron castings 
and fittings of all descriptions. The power used is a 40-
horse power steam engine. Employment is furnished for 
about seventy-five persons, and about 300 tons of pig 
iron is annually consumed. Capital stock, $30,000. The 
officers of the corporation are: F. S. Greene, president; 
S. A. Dwight, treasurer; Albert Parker, secretary; Isaac 

Mygatt, superintendent. 
The Steam Flour, Feed, and Plaster Mill of E. Miner, 

at Coxsackie Landing, was established in 1870, by D . 
Hallock. This mill annually consumes 15,000 bushels 
of grain and 300 tons of plaster. A 20-horse power Car
penter slide-v alv e engine is used. Five men are em

ployed. 
The machine works of A. & B. Newbury were estab

lished in 1854, at Windham Center. In 1866 the business 
was removed to its present location, on River street, 
Coxsack ie. The original firm was succeeded i'n 1881 by 
the present proprietor, B. Newbury. The class of goods 
manufactured embraces the Newbury printing presses, 
machinery, and castings. Ten p ersons are employed, 

and a six-horse power steam engine supplies the power . 
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ICE STORING IN COXSACKIE. 

The canning factory of E. H . Lounsbury & Co., is 
situated on Academy street. The proprietors are E. H. 
Lounsbury, of Coxsackie, and Joseph F. Brown, of 
Poughkeepsie. The green sweet corn which is ex
tensively canned here, is brought by the growers to the 
factory, husked by a force of girls, and taken to the cut
ter in crates. The cutter is a machine capable of 
cutting enough corn in a day to fill 5,000 cans. The cut 
corn i, carried to the filler, an ingenious machine capable 
of filling 10,000 cans per day. The canning of other 
vegetables and fruit is also carried on here . The estab
lishment employs about So hands during the busy season. 

The magnitude of the fruit interests of the county 
renders the manufacture of barrels an importanl industry. 
The barrel factory of T. B. Allcott, on River street, is by 
far the most extensive establishment of its kind in Greene 
county. During a successful fruit year,' upwards of 
60,000 barrels are made and sold. The business was 
established in 1874, and furnishes employment for from 
six to twelve persons . 

THE lcE BtTSINESS. 

The first cargo of ice ever carried from Greene county 
to New York was in February 1828 . That winter, the 
river was closed by ice in December, but broke up in 
January. At that time the sloop Ancona, Captain Alanson 
Warden, came up the river, and as ice was scarce in New 
York, the captain conceived the idea of loading his sloop 
with it at Coxsackie, and taking it to the city. He loaded 
the vessel, and landing at the Battery, sold his cargo for 

$300. 
The first attempt to store ice in large quantities was 

about 1850, when Hiram Van Steenburgh, of Catskill, 
came to Coxsac:kie, and in company with Charles Backus, 
hired some empty warehouses at the Lower Landing, be
longing to Captain Isaac Smith . These were filled with 
ice, which was hoisted into the houses by horse power. 

ICE HOUSES IN COXSACKIE. 

LOCATION, OWNERS. 

4 mile point (south) ..•..... Brewe r s Co .............. . 
4 mile point (above) ....... . Harpe1 · P . Rogers ... . ... . 
l(linkenberg .... .... . ...... . James Sanders .... .. ... ,. 
Pine Grove .... . ...... . .... . Knickerbocker Co .. .. . .. 
Pine Grove ....... . ......... Knickerbocker Co . .. .. .. 
Lower Landing· ......... . .. . Knickerbocker Co ..... . . 
Lower Landing, ......... . .. Knickerbocker Co .. .... . 
Upper Landing ............ Hudson l:tiver Co ........ . 
Upper Landing .. ... .. . ..... Knickerbocker Co .. .. .. . 
Upper Landing . ... . ........ National Ice C<.) • ••• • •• •••• 
Upper Landing ............. l(a y Co ......... . .... . . .. . 
Coxsackie Island ........ . .. Knickerbocker Co ...... . 
Coxsackie Island ....... . ... Jobn Clark & Co ... . .. .. . . 
Coxsackie Island .... , . . .. .. John Clark & Co ... .. . ... . 
Rattle Snake Island .... .. .. National Ice co ......... . 

J ACKSONVlLLE . 

TONS WHEN 
CAPACITY . BUII T. 

60,000 
18,000 
7,000 

15,000 
45,000 
45,000 
30,000 
18,000 
30,0UO 

0,000 
6,000 

12,000 
30,0u0 
40,000 
4~,000 

401.000 

1877 
1883 
1877 
1875 
1877 
rnn 
1857 
1877 
1875 
188[ 
1879 
1877 
1874 
1880 
1882 

The only village in the western part of the town is a 
small hamlet called by the above name. The first in
habitant in this place was Gerrit Roosa, who , as we have 
seen, owned a share in the Roseboom Patent. His home 

was the farm now owned by the Burroughs family on the 
south side of the road east of Jacksonville. Near the 
stone wall on the east side of the farm, some 20 rods 
south of the tnrnpike, are two or three graves marked by 
rude stones, one bearing the inscription, "G. R., 1776," 

and another, " Here lays the Body of the late wife of 
G. R ., 1787, April 28." This marks the last resting 
place of the first settler and his wife. Some of his de
scendants are now living in the vicinity. A tavern or 
stopping place was established in the village as early as 
!799, built by Joseph Bullis , who had a distillery on the 
opposite side of the street. Fo r many years the place was 
familiarly designated by the inelegant title of" Swill 
street." The name Jacksonville was given to it by James 
Fairlee Burroughs, who came from Greenville, and es
tablished a store in this little village. The goods 
which he purchased in New York were directed to 
"James F . Burroughs, Jacksonville, Coxsackie," and when 
they arrived at the landing, excited some wonder as to 
where the place could be, for no one had heard of it be
fore. It is needless to say that this was at the time when 
"Old Hickory'' was at the zenith of his popularity. 
About 1796 Shadrack Hubbell bought the farm on the 
south side of the road by the school-house in district No . 
8. The farm is bounded on the north by the confirma
tion line, which crosses the road a t the small bridge west 

of the school house. The Jack sonville chcirch was built 
in 1857 by the Lutherans, through the efforts of Rev. 
William H. Emerick. Within a few years it has been 
reorganized and is now a union church, and at the pres
ent time is supplied ministerially from the Christian 
church at Medway . The church edifice is a plain frame 
building of neat appearance , standing on the north side 
of the road, a little east of the hotel. 

In the extreme southwestern corner of the town is a 
small Union chapel built in 1829 . The land for the site 
was sold by Jacob Bush, to Henry Cornwell, Abel Butler, 
and Eleazur Lacy, as trustees of Union Society. The 
building of this church was the fruit of the labors of 
Rev . John Spoor of Freehold. Among the contributors 
for the building were Henry Cornwell, Abel Butler, John 
Webber, David Halstead, Oliver Butler, Peter Chevalier, 
ar,d John Halstead . It was reorganized in 1858, and is 
doing much good in that portion of the town. It has 
connected with it a flourishir.g Sunday school. 

In the early d:,ys of the se ttlement at what is now 
Jacksonville, the principal business was connected with 
saw-mills. The Cornwell mills have been already men 
tioned. The saw-mill on th e east branch of Potick, a 
little south of Jacksonville, is at the west end of the lot 
in Stighkoke Patent, which fell to Peter Eckler, and was 
sold to Robert Vandenberg who bnilt the mill. It is 
now owned by Mrs . Sarah A. Losee. The mills on the 
same stream, Luther north, at what is called "The Com
munity," were first established by Pazzi Lampman, a 
well-known inhabitant of early times . 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 

JU DGE LEONARD BRONL 

Th e subject of this sketch, born in 1752, was the son 
of John L. Bronk. At the death of his father, in 1794, 
he inherited the old homeste ad. John L. Bronk was, 
in his day, one of the prominent citizens of Albany 
county. In r 770 he was co mmission ed captain of 
militi a by L ieutenant-Gove rnor Cadwallader Cold en, 
and at th e beginning of th e Revolut ion was appointed 
2d major by the Provincial Congress. Throughout his 
life he was a prominent man, and by his death the 
coun ty lost one of its most valued citi zens. His son 
Le onard was appo inted first lieutenant by the conve n
tio n of this State in 1777, and in 1778 he received a 
sim ilar commission from Governor George Clinton. 
H.e was com miss ioned major of infantry in 1793, and 
lieutenan t colo nel in 1796. In 1786, 1789, 1792 and 
1795, he was a member of the Assemb ly of this State. 
From 1787 to 1792 he was one of the justi ces of the 
peac e for Alban y county, and in 1796 he was elected 
St ate Senator . On March 29th 1800, he was appointed 
first ju dge of the Court of Common Pleas, a posit ion 
which he ret ained for many years. Judge Bronk inh er
ited fro m bi s fat her a large es tat e, which he greatly in
creased by judicio us purchases. He married Catherine, 
dau gh ter of Rober t Vandenberg, January r rth 1779. 
T he children of thi s marriage were: 

r. Catherine, born November 15th 1784, who married 
Abraham Van Dyck, and d ied August 24th 1834. Her 
hu sband survived her one year, and died February 4th 

1835, at the age of 50. 
2. John L., bo rn January 23d 1787, marr ied Alida, 

dau ghter of Ph illi p Co nyn jr., December 22d 1808. The ir 
children were Ca the ri ne S. ( wife of Pete r H . Sy lve~ter), 
Mary Alida, Leonard (born June 21st 1817, died Febrn
ary 21st 1832),'.and Margaret, who married Abraham 

Varick. 
1n th e family Bibl e is entered the followin g not ice: 

'' John L. Bro nk died at Coeymans on the 21st day of 
May 1835, at 20 minutes pas t I in the morn ing, at the 
hou se of Dr . Freydenburg, qged 48 years , 4 months . He 
was sca lded and otherwise injured on board the steam
boat Advocate, whose bo iler coJlapsed at Coeymans, 
on the 4th of May 1835, and occa sio ned his death." 

Williams College, admitted to the bar in 1853, and died 

unrnarrie<l, July 23d 1854; and Ade laide , who married 
Rev . Lew is Lampma n, December 5th 187I, and has two 
children, Leonard Bro nk, and Ma ria Bro nk . ' 

6. Elsje, marr ied Rev. Jo seph Sickles, and had a son, 
John, who died in childhood. 

The old Bronk homestead on the Coxsackie Creek, 
near its j unct ion with th e Stony Ki ll, has long been a 
landmark, and is probably the oldest house sta nding in 
th e town. The earliest mention o f it is Octobe r 8th 
r 736, when Jan Bronk con veye d to his son Leonard 
land" opposi te to i1is house ." Additio n, have been mad~ 
at various times, and on one part is the inscripti on, "J . 
B. J. B. L. B. C. B. 1792," th e init ials of Jan, Jo nas, 
Leonard and Casparus, four of the sons of the first set
tler. O n a still old er par t is t he date r 7 38. This home -· 
stead, with the large tract o f la nd adjo ining, and includ
ing the larger part of" Bronk's hundr ed ac res," with the 
Stony K ill , an d lot s in th e Roseboom and Ho ugh taling 
Pa tents, are now the property of Rev. Lewis Lampma n, 
and his wife Adelaide, grand -d aug h ter of J udge Bro nk. 

In the family burying gronnd on th e farm is a tomb· 
stone with this insc rip tion: 

"In Memory of Leonard Bronk, who died April 22d 
1828, aged 76 years." 

"I am the Resurrection and the Life. John XI. 25." 

THE HOUGHTALING FAMILY. 

The ancestor of th is family was Matthias Houghtaling, 
l.Jorn about 1644, to whom a pat ent was gra nted for a 
large tra ct of land in the to wn of Coxsackie, a full 
account of which is found in anot her place. H e died 
about 1706, and left ch ildr en Conrad, Hendr ici<,Catr yntje, 
wife o f Richard Vandenberg, Syche , who marrried Fra n
ci, Morris, and after hi s death, married Patr ick McCar ty , 
Rac hel, who died unmarried, and Matthi as, bo rn about 
1694, probably died yo un g. 

Conrad Houghtaling married Try ntj e, da ughter of 
Wi llem Van Slyck, 1688, and had ch ildren: Willem, born 
1692; Maritje, 1694; Mathys, 1696; Peter, 1698; Beel tje, 
1700; Hendrick, 1703; Tennis, 1705; Johannes, 1708; 
Janetje, 1710; Jonat han, 1712. There are descenda nts 
of these in var ious parts of the Stat e, but we have no 
knowledge of them . 

Hendrick , son of Matthias Hought alin g, married Hester 
Pr itcher, September 12th 17 29, and had a son, Thomas, 
born Decem ber 23d 1131, and a daughter, Ma ria, born 
Februa ry 22d 1747 . 

3. Rober t, born Janua ry 30th 1789. He was educated 
for th e ministr y of the Reformed Dutch church, and was 
pasto r at Watervliet for 21 yea rs. His wife was Catl1· 
erine, dangh ter of John R . Vandenberg. He departed 
this ]if e Ja nu ary 16th 1837, and hi s remains rest in the 
famil y burying ground on th e Bronk hom estead . 

4. Susannah , born April 7th 1792. 
5. Leonard, born June 27th 1797.. He graduated at 

Union College, in r 820, studied the profession of law, 
and was admitted to the bar shortly af ter. He married 
Maria, daughter of Dr. Joh n Ely, and had three child ren: 

Thomas married E lizabeth, daugh ter of Andries 
Whitbeck, 1757, and had childre n, Andrew, Henry, 
Conrad, Pe ter, Thomas (who died wit hout offspring), 
and Hester, wife of Peter Van Bergen . Of these sons, 
Conrad had three children, Thomas, Abraham, and An-

Edwin Ely, who graduated at Williams Co llege, in 1850, 
and was adm itted to the bar in 1852, died unm ar
ried, June 22d 1861; Leonard, also a graduate of 

thony. 
H enry married Elizab eth Staats; had chi ld re n, Abra

ham, John Staats, Jacob, and Thomas. Peter marr ied 
1st, Sara h Van Duzen, 2d, Sara h Van Dyck ; sons, 
Thomas, John, and Andrew . 

Andrew, the first son of T homas Houghtaling, married 
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Polly N. Van Benthuysen, January 13th 1782, and had 
children: 

1. Elizabeth, born January 1st 1783, married Isaac A. 

Staats, 1803. 
z. Barent, born August 20th 1784; and had children, 

Andrew E., George, Edward, and John. 
3. Thomas, born June 25th 1786, died an infant. 
4. Gerrit, born February 1st 1788; had sons Anson, 

Stephen, and Andrew. 
5. Thomas, born May II th r79r; no children. 
6. Anthony, born March 14th 1793, married Maria 

Van Bergen November 28th 1816, and had children· An· 
drew, born May 3d r 8 r9; Maria born I 8z I; Catherine, 
born 1823 . The second wife of Anthony was Sarah 
Bronk, married October 12th 1817. 

Andrew, son of Peter Houghtaling (son of Thomas\ 
married Elsie Van Loon, and has children Aaron, Sarah, 
Rachel A., Elizabeth, Jacob A. (of Coxsackie Landing), 
Peter, James, Thomas, Stephen,Catherine, Lena, Andrew, 
Edward, and Maria. The father of this family is now 
living in the town of Coxsackie at the age of 84. 

The homestead of Thomas Houghtaling, which was 
probably owned by his father Hendrick, is by the south 
side of the Diep Kill at the northeast corner of the 
Houghtaling Patent. In a little burying ground east of 
the kill is a tombstone bearing this inscription:" In 
Memory of Mr. Thomas Houghtaling, who died Febru
ary 1st 1824, aged 93 years and 3 months." His wife 
Elizabeth died }Lily 29th 1820, aged 82. By the side 
of their graves are those of the three next generations: 

Henry Houghtaling, died October 15th 1827, aged 70. 
John Staats Houghtaling, died September 26th 1840, 

aged 52. 
Henry Houghtaling, died September 7th 1847, aged 

30 . 
The house of Truman Mackey is on the site of the old 

homestead. The residence of Mr. George Houghtaling 
is on the side of Hudson River, at the place called by the 
Dutch settler s "Klinkenberg" or Echo Hill. This was 
the original dwelling place of the" Klinkenberg Hallen
becks," and here Jacob Hallenbeck, and his son Major 
Jacob, and other generations lived and died, and are 
buried on a small hill northwest of the dwelling house, 
in what was called the "new orchard " as long ago as 
J7 r7. The original stone honse stood on the site 
of the present mansion. The last of the race that 
owned :he place was John Jacob Hallenbeck. The 
north line of tliis farm is at the point which the 
early settlers called "Fish Hook ." The land to the 
north was the farm of Nanning Hallenbeck, and his 
house directly in_ front of the p resent residence of Samuel 
Stevens, in still more ancient times was the site of 
an Indian encampment. Stories of treasure buried on 

the Kli11kenuerg farm uy Hallenbecks of Revolutionc1ry 
days still excite the credulous to searches which are not 

successful 

HoN. ALBERT PARKER. 

The ancestors of the subject of this sketch were resi
dents of Vermont, where his father James M. Parker was 
born July 27th 1809. When a boy, he came to this 
county, and learned the business of brick making, which 
he carried on in after years in a very extensive manner, 
His brick yards were located in Coxsackie, where the 
Malleable Iron Works now stand. It is stated as one 
of the events of his early life, that both J arnes and his 
brother walked from their native State to Coxsackie. 

Mr. Parker married Ann, daughter of Francis S, 
Salisbury of Catskill, a descendant of the original 
grantee of the Catskill Patent. She was born March 
15th 1813, and married Mr. Parker April 16th 1842. 
There were two children born from this marriage, John 
W., who died in childhood, and Albert the subject of 
this article. 

Albert Parker was born February 20th 1843. His 
education was obtained in the public schools of Cox
sackie, his native town, at the Claverack Academy, and 
at Eastman's Business College. At the beginning of his 
business career, he was one of the firm of Parker & 

Crippen, grocers, and afterward engaged in the stone 
business with W. R. Finch. He was also for a short 
time engaged 111 the Malleable Iron Works, of 
which company he is now the secretary. In 1870, he 
engaged in the coal and lumber business, in partnership 
with his maternal uncle, William H. Salisbury. 

Mr. Parker has always been connected with the demo
cratic party in politics, and in the fall of 1879 was 
elected member of Assembly, by a vote of 3,833 against 
3,051 for James Stead, republican, and 653 for John A. 
Erkson, national. While in the Legislature, Mr. Parker 
was on the committees on internal affairs, and roads 
and bridges, and his legislative career was deemed cred
itable to himself and his constituents. In 1879 he was 
elected supervisor of the town of Coxsackie, in which po
sition the vot es of his fellow citizens have retained him 
till the present time. In addition to his other duties, he 
is president of the Coxsackie Savings Institution. He 
was president of the village in 1882 and 1883. 

Mr. Parker is a prominent member of the masonic 
fraternity, and was master, and high priest of the chapter 
for many years; is also a member of La Fayette Com
mandery, of Hudson . 

Mr. Parker found a companion for life in the person 
of Miss Kate Carter, whom he marri ed October 16th 
1864. They have three children: Hattie G., Elizabeth, 
and James M. 




