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series of erticles on Colwn-
bin Cotwnty honees of wrchi-
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1 ; terest. )

the Hud:son River, aboul 29
juts
a r::-:!vry i=land tin.glzd by ira-

I g“ rvermen as
| K

i FHU_‘.I THE \\:ATEHS ef

miles - below Albany,

ll received his
stracge sﬂhﬂquﬂt on an  April
might in 1846 when it became
the seene of a-major-disaster.

e The victlm was a fast, grape-

- ful pamsepger boat pamed *The

Swallow,”" which plied betwesn

Albany and New York City.

The” compelition for a- paying

load of passengers was keen 115

~yoars apo, ‘and a bitier rivalry’

broke ont among the Swallow
and several other boals. A price
catting war developed.,  Fares
were slached. wntil it was pos-
sible for a passenger to be car-
ried all the' way. from Albany

i~
1
.
\

cenls.
THE BETTER BOATS Iried
i 1o establish new speed records
i for this ron of 142 miles. It-
' © was regarded as an added ine
ducement lo prospeelive lravel-
" ers. to siep aboard the fastest
i carrier an the river. With bell-
-. . ers hissing and stacks belching

sum ‘of 25

. smoke, the “Swallow” had lost
1 rJnic race up-riv Er oane April
©+ night i 1845,

t ‘ Thl: winner — that lime —
was the "Swallow's" gresl . ri-
val, thessteomer “Rochester,” —

| The next evenlng, ~as the
4 boats cast off in Albany for the
J - down-river ‘run, the caplain of
H the “Swallow” was determined
i to averge his loss to the “He-
! chesier.”  The race- began at-6
' pm., The “Swallow™ had a
¢ slight lead on the "Rochester.”
o and close behind the “Roches-
5y ler” was a* third boat — the
“Express" An old newspaper
account rcports that “all three
were hosked up o maximim
spoed.”

o \lanh::llan for the m‘:ln.lf(:

| Swallow

squall. To keep her lead, the
“Swallow™ was rurning al top
speed — and so were the Y
chester'” and the “Express.” in
expectation of taking that lead
away from her. Some 300 pas
sengers wire aboard the “Swal-
low.” Few showed concern. for
the “Swallow" was regorded as
ore of the finest boats oo the
iver, manned by 8 erew of
able, corofuliy-selected officors,

Onz of these- men — the
chiel pllot — had been to din
ner. As the bosl became covel
oped by the storm, he [eft his
meal and climbed o the pilol
heuze. Before his vision had
become accuslomed lo the dark-
ress, he ordered the boat to
swerve 20 deprees portaide. He
apparently  misjudped ‘the ves
sel's exaet whercabouts, It was
& costly mistake, A few sce
cnds later, the “Swallow™

iﬂt ¢ rocky ledge ‘of
'g

The crushing im-

pact Eroke the beat into lwﬂl

parts.

- - Ll =

THE STERN sank -rapidly.
The bow rose 20 feel in the alr,
czseadlng blafing coals from the
ship's boller Inte the hold. Fire
broke out in.all parte of the
“awallow.”

Stunnee by the crash., passen-
gors serambled across lhe deck
ard plunged over the sides
Sorme wore eaupght by the river
current and swept 1o their
deaths. Aepcountz diffor widely
as to.the ¢xact death tell, They
range from-15 ta 75 lives.

At any rate, men from the

“mearky ~village of “Athens hazt-

ened to the scene. Their hersic
reseue work was eredited with
saving many of the 300 passcn-
gers Irom watery graves. The
boals “Rochester™ and
prees” hove ‘to and their crews
lent their efforis to saving hu-
man lives, but nothing could
save the “Swallow” Dawn re-
vealed: a tragic dismal sighl
Broken amidship, one part of
the beauliful boal lay submerg.
ed, the remainder was gearred

and blackened by fame. Around

her swirled a litter of luggage,

nlow- |

llEx_ .

Rare Curner & Ive: prmt pnrfm s trugcﬂ;,- of The
Swallow trhith ran aground while racing from Al-

bany to New

York. Men from Athens in small boats

suved many of. the 300 paossengers from drowning.

Valatie R951dence Constructed from

{  Salvage of Wrecked River Steamer

S:dmg uud an unusual mrr:uiar

stairway _fur the

Walter Sterner residence on Albany St., Valatie, were

taken from the steamship Sma!tow,

Athens on_ April ? 1845,
clothinmg, - baards
CUUipmes, ;
Among .these who Jumped
overboard that night was @
Judge Baker. As he plunged

and ship's

over the rail, he g:rip-p:-d in"hiz"

hapd a leather suilcase, and
years later the visual reminder
of the tragedy was displaved in

the museum of Hendrik Hudson
. “Chaplery DAR;-on Warren St

Hudsun

e ] ®

'(..{]I.UMEI;L COUNTY  has,

amother relic pf the “Swallow"
in the village of Valatie and
the present residence of Mr
and Mrs. Walter Slerner on Al-
bany Avenue, Il is, in fact, the
house itself, *+ .

This comfortable, faicly large
neat  and  suhstantial  looking
structure  was construcled  of
lumber salvaged from  the
wreek of the “Swallow."”

Ira Buckman, a Walalian,

wrecked o il

claimed salvage rights on what
waz lelt of the wreck during
the summer of 1846, He lore
the zkeleton lay
beached on Ns and
searled usable boards some 17
" miles overland to ereet what is
now widely .known az “The
Swallow Housze” {

The oulstanding. reminder of

lhf: erice “proud river: steamer :

in the Sterner home is ils staic
wiy, vintage of 1845, snd built
like 2 eorkserew, It begins in
the hasement-and spirals up-
ward for two steries, with the
stair-sleps supported by a cen
ter pole.

Two young lzdies, the Stern.
crs. daughlars, Cargl And Mp-
ric, move blithely up stairs and |
down . . . over the same freads
and rizers where, 113 years ago,
pasiengers of the crowded
“Swallow™ bepan a rendenvbus
with death,

THE WEATHER was dezserib-

ed as fair when the beoals lelt
Albany. However, it soon turn-
ed bad. Heavy clouds scudded
aernes the cthy., Fifteen miles
below Albany, off New HBalli-}
more, Lhe boats ran into a raln
storm that turned inlo 3 snow-
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fuzh MeBirney Jnm wlon, 49, 1"(‘3111'.!‘ ol Tulun ..1:;;||..
Mim producers, died Monday al his home, 28 West Oth 5
Yourk City from cancers He also u‘..‘:i.f:t'n:'.c:l a2 farm %t Ghen
had restded for 15 years. 3

Born in Chicago in 1911, he was,
a pgraduste of 5t Mark's Scheol,
Southboto, Mass, in 10U and Har-
viod College, 1834, where he was a
member of the Fiy Club and Hasty

Pudding Club, e was r.':ma_l;t'di
in Jthe advertlsing buslpess wpon. [[11[_]50]1])1‘
graduation from college.” He was :
a former Laster of the Mill Creek
Hunt, Wadsworth, Il -Duriog
World War 1T he served with the
A i : ¢ v
:f;;i;gmﬁniﬂir&“; B W A0 LN ten _Three Hudson driven
"In 1942 he marrled the former| Heenses H"I-'?k.('l:! or s
Ellen Wacker of Lake Forest, 1. |ihe botor Vehicle. Burs
Following fie war, Alr. and Mrs. jor eauses dunnr the I
Johnston moved to Ghent, where| March. ..
They spent the symmer months amd h Leier Stfn:l:u,k},_ﬂu
weekends In the winter. '.*inedliulflls ulll'tegrjﬁ'i;? D'::'i
For severa! years. Mr., Johnsion &
maintsingd offices of Stillhunter, | S¢S, the Bureay repor
Inc., in Chatham. engaged in the "“““'““I"d i
we=tufactere and distribution of q'“raﬁ“'nr?:f l.ﬂ, !“1:';
Stillhunter riding and  shooling ;5’;"5;’“;‘ ”‘u m.‘
gloves wische he dlesigned, - M. saiif: i ] h
Johnzlen was 0 member of the
“hunt stafls of the Carroll Hounds :]u':it:f ?TE&'.:S 1}:1;‘“;]
and later the Old Chatham Hunl.. Winch ]sludsun RD. w
An aceemplished  horseman.  Mr. od Iur‘siﬂc mun-ths. I;r
Johnston . appeared frequently inl gco0 doged
local horse shows and owned and ' R
trained soveral humters' ot his
Ghert (s, Al one time he was
was retive in Boy Seoul ;mli'l;itil:'f-
in Ghent, He wis enpaged in the
production, of industrial films in
Newe York €Cily and later headed| gv Club was piven a g
Titton-Johnston, Ine, in the devel-| of the Siate Museum
opment of entertainment filns. * | Saturday, by De. E. M
‘He is survived by his wife, Ellen| of 0ld Chatham, curatos
Waoeker-Tohnston; a daughter, ilrs.| The members viewed st
Deborah Johasten Lionberger of | paration in - bullding
8t. Louis, Mo. a son, Hugh DMe- groups and handled e
Birney Juohaston I of Gladwyne,| study cellpetions.
Pa. a stepson, Thomas C. Sheflield,| 1n the atterncon, the
Jr. of Lake Forrest, I two sis | ad the ™NYS Conservati
ters, Mr:. Conwny Almstcad, Mri | Research  Laboratory
Otis L. Hubhard: a brother, Hul :Lhﬂrt' grtrwnh!l?ﬂita a
bard, all of LnLe Fﬂrreal‘. and a4 m&;?ﬂﬁ_ﬁ;’;ﬂ,“ﬂ?ﬂgf
granddaughtes, Dehnr:rh Lionberger

of SL. Louis.

Memorisl rervices W
day al the Church of th
T New Yprk City,
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