STATE OF NEW-YORK.

No. 102.

IN SENATE,

April 26, 1845,

REPORT

Of the select committee of the Senate, appointed to
mvesticate “the cause and circumstances of the
late disaster of the Steamboat Swallow, on the
Hudson river.”

Mr. Barlow, from the select committee of the Senate, to whom
wasreferred the investigation ¢ into the cause and circumstances of
the late disaster of the steamboat Swallow, on the Hudson river, and
report the same to the Senate, together with their opinion whether
any legislation is necessary to prevent like disasters, hereafter ; and
Wwho were also directed to inquire and report to the Senate the names
of the proprietors or owners of the said boat, and what measures, if
any, have been taken by them§ to raise the said boat and restore to

their friends the bodigs (if any,) of those who still remain in said
boat,”

REPORTS -

That on the 14th day of April, they repaired to the wreck of th.e
vessel and took an examination of her situation, and made provi-
sions for g diagram of the same, which is hereto annexed.

She was wrecked upon a rock near the Athens shore, nearly opposite
Hudsnn, from 28 to 30 miles distant from Albany. She startf:d from
Albﬂny about 6 o’clock in the afternoon of the 7th of April instant,
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and struck the rock about 8 o’clock the same evening. The commit-
tee believe the time of running from Albany, will not vary five min-
utes from two hours.

She was sound in her timbers, so far as discoverable.

She struck the rock at right angles, and ran her bow to an eleva-
tion of twenty feet above the top of the rock, and she ran to that
height and stopped before she broke in two. After she came toa
rest, and partially settled in the water aft, she broke 44 feet back of
the bow and 12 feet forward of the bulkhead or gangway. The top
of the rock is T0 feet above high tide, and 15 feet above low tide,
and is 60 feet by 70 feet in size, at the surface of the water at high
tide. At the time of the disaster, the water was about two-thirds
ebb tide, and the boat ran up to an elevation of over 33 feet above
the surface of the water.

She lies on a course of about SSW, forming an angle with the cen-
tre of the channel, in which she ought to have been, and showing a
departure of from 180 to 270 yards, or from one-sixth to one-quarter
of a mile from the line of her proper course.

Her whole length is 257 feet, and width 52 feet across her main
deck. She lies in a cramped condition, careening from SW to NE.

That part which is broke off, runs up at an angle of about forty-
five degrees with the main deck, but at a greater angle with the sur-
face of the water, by reason of the stern lying deeper beneath the
surface.

She struck wiih‘a violence which was heard a mile or over, and
sensibly shook the earth for half a mile.

There was a tide mill upon this rock many years ago, but no ves-
tage of it is now remaining. About forty-five feet east of the rock,
from the edge of the water, is remaining an old dock, covered by
about three feet of water. Off that dock is thirteen feet depth, and
had the boat ran a more easterly direction, so as to have avoided the
rock, and had run upon the obstructions between the rock and dock,
the boat must have been instantly upset, and sunk off in the deep
waters of the channel, with scarcea hope of saving a life.
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The bow rests upon the upper edge of this high fock, nd dpas &
'teof rock, seventeen feet below, in the edge of the water; and
e nittee believe she did not change her bearing in anywise ma-

sl ck, to thetime she settled and became

terial, from the moment she stru
stationary.

She drew about five feet water, and must have first struck eighteen
ot twenty feet back of the point of rock upon which she in part rests,

as ahove stated,

She lies in water twenty-four feet deep by her boilers, one hundred
and eighty-eight feet from the bow, and fifteen feet deep 1wenty-four
feet back of the break. Itis one hundred and forty-eight feet from the
bow to the water, on the promenade deck, and ninety-six feet on the
main deck, making about one hundred and nine feet of the after-part
of the promenade, and one hundred and sixty-one feet of the main
deck under water. Above the saloon and over the state rooms is the
roofing or covering of the boat, (by some called the hurricane deck,)
and about seventy feet of the after-part of this roofing is under water.

The rock is on a line with the Athens landing and Titus’ point,and
thout one hundred yards north of the north dock of Athens: and
cauld the boat have continued in the same course as when she struck
lﬂfpoint opposite that dock, she would have run inland, and west
of i the distance of about seventy yards.

ﬁ;h:;;ugsesbill_sually run by slteamel:s through the Athens reach, i$
cou;S oubling the four mile point, to run on a southe

¢ nearly toward Hudson, a half or three quarters of
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from the Hudson channel. The shores of the channel by the rock
and middle ground, are very bold, and the channel is considered one
of the safest and easiest on the river, and entirely without danger
with ordinary skill and care.

The usual speed of the Swallow was from twelve to fourteen miles
the hour, and she was capable of being crowded to sixteen or seven-
teen. Seventeen miles is the highest that witnesses have testified to,
when running with the tide. Ever since she was last repaired, which
was a few months since, she has been in good trim, easy to manage,
and ready to obey her helm. She had been lengthened by twenty-
four feet being inserted between her engine and boilers, and subse-
quently trimmed or balanced by moving her machinery farther aft.

‘When she left Albany she ran, as the pilot testified, at the rate of
five or six knots for four or five miles. If we make this allowance,
the boat must have ran the rest of the distance at a rate exceeding
her greatest possible speed of seventeen knots.

It is said by some witnesses, including the pilot, that she was
slowed to six or seven miles the hour back at Four Mile Point, and
was not running over that speed when she struck. The committee
cannot come to such a conclusion for several reasons.

She averaged fourteen or fifteen knots from Albany, and started
but a quarter or half mile in advance of the steamer Rochester, and
ran in advance so as to be ahead a mile and a half or two miles when
she struck. The steamer Express also started immediately after the
Rochester, and was close in the rear of the Rochester.

The Rochester and Express were running at the rate of about four-
teen knots ; and if the Swallow had thus slowed her speed to six or
seven, as pretended, the Rochester and Express would have come up
to her before the wreck, when in fact they were farther aft than when
near Albany. Beside this, the committee see no reason for slowing
the boat on the Athens channel, as this reach is open, wide, free and
safe, and without any danger whatever with ordinary skill and care,
at a time when the lands can be seen or boats should be suffered to
run. The channel above the point is narrow and difficult, but below
safe and wide,and for rurning with speed through to the Athens reach,
and then slowing the boat, they believe no good reason can be given.
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The Rochester and Express continuéd their speed an_d in the mid-
ile of the channel carrying them safely and clearly from the mf:k’
{he distance as above stated, of from a sixth to a quarter of a mile,
where the Swallow with ordinary care would a.ncl should sec;urt--ly
paverun. And although the boats were running at suv.h h-uri.ul
speed, there seems not to have been any unusuu.l strife u.r ru.rmg; still
it is difficult to account for the Swallow getting so far in ml\';u.luf
without some feeling of strife, when the other boats were following

with such rapidity.

The pilot testifies himself that he could see the lands and shores,
and saw the Athens lights distinctly some time before he struck.
And he says that he perfectly knew where he was; his course, and
therock, and the distance he was from it ; and the reason rendered
by him for the collision is, that when within two or three lengths of
the boat from the rock the wind and snow from the northwest struck
the boat, and rendered it so dark that he could not see—that he in
tended to steer clear, but the force of the wind changed the course of
his boat—that }_‘1:: extended his hand to ring the bell for the engineer
tostop just as he saw it from the bow lights as she struck.

The committee cannot reconcile this story with the facts.

ltseems strange that a pilot should continue on a course so preg
tant of danger at such speed, well knowing where
d what must be the result, until within so\short
0t three lengths of the boat of the fatal point,

he was running
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The committee believe, from the apparent force with which she
struck, the appearance of the rock, the elevation to which she ran,
the bruises upon the boat, and for reasons hereafter to be given, the
vessel must have been running at the rate of fourteen or fifteen knots
when she struck, and that she sunk within from two to five minutes.

It appears from various witnesses, and from the statements of the
pilot of the Swallow, that the Livingston house and Mount Morino
were plainly visible the night of the wreck.

It appears also from the evidence presented before the committee,
that the pilot had, heretofore, been addicted to the use of ardent spi-
rits to a greater or less extent—but that for several months past he
has not made use of it so as to affect him—and they have not been
able to learn of his drinking anything stimulating for some time pre-
vious to the disaster, except a glass of beer.

But it appears that several accidents have befallen steamers under
his pilotage within five or six years past—that he had before ran the
Swallow ashore twice, and against a sloop and sank her.

The evidence shows, that he had been once dismissed from his sta-
tion as pilot upon the river, for alleged carelessness.

The pilot presented the names of several witnesses with statements
of what he desired to prove before the committee, which they would
willingly have examined; but what Le desired to prove by those wit-
nesses, if true, and which will not be denied, would not (-Flange any
conclusion the committee would come to without that testimony.

And after hearing and examining fully into the matter, in order to
report the cause, the committee come to the conclusion that the fatal
disaster was caused by the gross neglect and carelessness of the pilot
at the wheel at the time.

The Swallow was owned one-third part by * The New-York and
Troy Steamboat Association,” at Troy ; and two-thirds by The
People’s Line of Steamboats on the North River.” The whole of the

boat was under the control of the Association, who transact their bt

iness through five trustees, and those trustees through three direc:
sin ; > .
Ther: are very many persons interested as proprietors or stock
The committee have obtained the

tors. .
holders in the two companies.

No. 102'1 :
mes of the stockholders of the association, and of the trustees, and
3 :

jave appended the same to this their report.

On Wednesday the 9th of April, the trustees wrote to New-York,
to employ @ Mr. Lewis, a man engaged in the business of raising

wrecks, to raise the Swallow.

On Thursday the 10th, Mr. Lewis came up to Troy, and the next
day the trustees went with him to the Swallow, and bargained for
rising her. It requires a power sufficient to raise the estimated
weight of 300 tons, and it is believed there are no means or power
short of New-York capable of doing it. The boat is to be secured at
the break, -2 water-tight bulkhead to be put in, chains drawn under
her, barges braced through mid-ship to be placed along each side—
timbers about eighty feet long, and of sufficient strength to sustain
that great weight to be run across, and she is to be raised by tidge
and screws to the surface. The committee believe it a slow, difficult

ad heavy job, and that the proprietors have made every exertion to
accomplish it.

.Thhey have employed also a Mr. Capes, a ship-builder, to assist,
Wi
thorders to employ as many men as could work to any advantage.

The work is progressing, and it is believed she will be
Satwrday the 26th April instant.
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there were 199 passengers, whose names were entered, who paid
their passage fare ; 16 entered, but unpaid ; 9 free ; 20 deck passen-
gers whose names were not taken, as it was not customary to take
the names of such ; 11 Poughkeepsie passengers, whose names were
not taken ; and four names entered who may or may not have been
on board, as their names were taken in course of the day, and fare
not paid. They might not have gone down the river, or might have
taken some other boat.

These, taken together, number 259, and agree with the number as
published in the Troy Daily Whig of the 14th inst., excepting the
four whose names were entered in course of the day, and a child,
which were not included in the list rendered the Whig for publica-
tion. The reason rendered by the clerk for not including them, was
the uncertainty of the four, and the fact that the child was free and
not named as a passenger.

We also publish the names of the drowned, being Mrs. Walker,
two Misses Coffins, Mrs. Conklin, Mrs. Bassett, Mrs. Parker, Miss
Torrey, Miss Spencer, Miss Briggs, two Misses Wood, Mr. Davis
and Mrs. Lambertson, whose bodies have been found, making 13.
Three are claimed, of whom there is no account.

The little son of Gen. Mather is among the drowned, but not found,
making the number drowned 14.

How many more may have lost their lives, future disclosures must
determine, but there is reason to fear others will be added to the mel-
ancholy catalogue. There may have been others on board who had
not paid nor rendered their names, but how many, or if, in fact, any,
the committee are not yet able to say. The ticket receiver of the
steamboat Rochester gives the following statement of the number of

passengers :

He says, he thinks he received 152 tickets from those who got on
board the Rochester; there were 20 without tickets; 50 went on
board the steamer Express ; 13 bodies found ; 30 landed at Athens;
and three claimed, but not found, making 268 ; being nine more than
is accounted for from the Swallow.

Star
- ek, Mrs, Thayer, Mrs.
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This account of the receiver (Mr. Trumpber,) would render it rea-
cnible to believe that there were more on the Swallow than had paid,

or rendered their names.

It cannot determine anything definite, as the circumstances of the
matter from beginning to end are left open to mere opinion and uncer-
tainty, beyond the entries made, payments of fare, and accounts for

free passengers.

The statement of Mr. Trumpber was not on oath, but given by
the committee to show the opinions, based upon some reasonable data,
of aperson who had an opportunity to judge, to show the probabi-

lity of a greater number of passengers than the information from the
Swallow could determine.

The following were the names as entered :

Pa—Ellwood, Henslar, Drake, Chichester, Hall, Jervis, McMur-
rays man, Whipple, Carl, Arnold, Dennis, John K. Pruyn, Spear,
E;rsctear,) Pratt, C..P. Gregg, F. G. Ransford, John C. Merriam,

-C. Raymer, Daniel Car, Wn. L. Vincent, J. A. Moore, Hough-
ton.,HaH, Whipple, Whipple, Albro, Liney, Naffew, N. Noble, Earl
Griswold, Goodell, Hubbard, Eddy, Gordon, = -
ek . X
F:Eliﬁg;?ﬁls(grﬂ‘fflls;n, Clark, Carpenter, Carpenter, Potter,
il s ‘ ord, Sherman, I'Im’\'c‘y, |

g Richards, Rev. J. McLan
ner, Johnson, McMurray,
Ror, Newcomb, Flack,

Bramer, Valentine, Ste-

seiler, Kneeland,
e eé Swartwout, Rice, Loveland, Hay.
eed, Co TS i

. » Lowles, Anderson, Andres, Morris,

Rer P
ton, Buel], Walker, L ev. Mr, Twing, Dixon, P

ell, W /
nl{sand two ladies, Weed 'I"al] akeman, Mr. Mann and lady, McMa-
Hl]]sda]e" ?

. . madge, Miss Platt, Hayner :
:(;I)lrck;i .Tlilrldges, Wicks, Giliespie, Kle]l,ufr rl}mr gy
- L. Lenghi, C -
D ) gnl, Cogswel] /
Ye;, Baker, Miss Conkli}::, Mgrs oy
. rslel’: Miss Briggs, Miss Hazen,
Ms. Marshall, Mrs,
Mary J. Noble,

otter, Harring-

» Hand, ('r;l;n
. “arpenter, Rogers,
Ro.bmson, Mrs. Conklin, Mrs.
M(]:S Spencer, Miss Loveland
oodell, Miss Good ,
e » Miss Goodell, Mrs.
Tl;lgehne R. Pratt, Mrys, ('oﬁin: Mrs.
: 1\:;j,rer, Mrs, Coffin, Mrs, Gilson, Mrs,
Chi]:] 1\r{s Truesdell, Mrs, Nash, Mrs. Wi
'Jacis 1ss Allen, Miss Millwood of Hil)-
on, Mrs. Albro, Mys, Mayher, Mrs
s Mrs.

00, Misg Onia, Mrs, Sp;
" 8. Robingoy and
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Craifnq, Lambertéon, Mr. Banner, Humphrey; one deck passenger,
D. Fiske, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Ackerly, Miss Wood, Miss Wood, dne
deck passenger, Mr. Gilden, M. D%_iﬁ_s; 'Misé_‘, Davis, Mr. W_alker,
Mrs. Walker, Mr. Hale, Mr. Furman, Mr. Maxon, Mr. Leech, Mr,
Davidson, Mr. Crawson, __Mif.,"-‘Sﬁéveﬁ:S, “Mr. Eaton, Mr. Williams,
Mr. Hempstead, Mrs, ‘Bassetf, J. Lane, Mr. Wallace, Mr. Mann, Mr.
Donaldson, Mr. Donole_jr,_M_r. C’énklin,"'Mr..Peters. Mr. Bevier, two
deck passengers, Palmer, Miss Torrey, Pothemus, Judson, Clark,
Watkins, Bailey, Watkins, Carey, Piper, Morgan, Perkins, Shillon,
Church, Ladue, French, Bramell, Thurber, Delany, Ricket; Ray,
Graves, Hungerford. " |' B Ry

Deck paéé'eﬁgErs,.Qd{- e
Passengers for Pbughkeepsie,5 paid, iy

Free passengers—Mr. Paine, lady, daughter, and son, Rynders,
Russell, Wilson, E. F. Cook, Phipps.. =
" ‘Those aboatd, but unpaid—Frisby and friend, Frisby, Mrs. Fd:

" Tows; Fellows, Mr. Fellows, Gen. Mathet, Mrs. Mather'and son, w.
H. McConnell, Miss French, Rebecca Oakley, Sarah Oakley, Mrs
H. B. Walker, drowned, H. B. Walker, Burill.

Nameé entered in pencil, and may or may not have been on board
~G. A. King, 0. B. White, P. R. Church, M. D. Dyer.

., Diiectly over the geﬁtlemens".cabin, is the main deck of the’boat.
On the mainzr'_ﬂe(:k‘ is the Captain’s office, and the ladies’ cabin or sa-
Joon. :i_'T_'hé Tadies’ ;;abin is on _{.he after end of the main deck, and
;dii'éét,l:j* ;o\r_ér— that runs the pr.om".enade deck extending the length of
{ﬁie:%iidatiiz': Upon the promenade deck were the state rooms. These

6{:;tuﬁ ‘back to the stern by about forty feet, but left open that
:la';‘g : iﬁ;t of the promenade deck, from which many were supposed
to be swept. '

" From the best information, it seems that immediately after the col-
Tision, there was a general rush toward the bow of the boat, but?
voice was raised, believed to be that of the captain, declaring that all
was safe—that the boat had only struck a raft—that by remaining
quiet all would be well, and directing a return to the stern, or after
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Of fhe boat. The next #!0"¢men?: of V}he passengers in the con-
sternntionfﬁas to rush aft. A
Many on “th-_e !_Ilf:iil'l. deck ran thrqggh {he ladies’ cabin up the back
dairs to the promgnade deck. |

Itis estiinated’ that'firom_seventy—ﬁve to one hundred passengers
ware on the main deck;when she struck.

It is impossible to obtain an dccurate history of the particular cir-
cmstances for the short time she was sinking, because of the pre-
valling excitement. But it appears that many of those who ran aft
on the promenade deck, tan back through the state room hall, out at
the doors upon the deck, and were either. swept off by the rushing
ament, or saved themselves by climbing up by the rods and stan-
chions, upon the Toofing of the boat above.' It is estimated that from
fhirty to ﬁftjr thus ran out upon the deck—that from twelxe to fifteen
succeeded in 4g_etﬁn'g upon the'roofing, and the rest were supposed to
have been swept away. ~ Eight were picked up by boats from the

water, three of whom had’ floated over three hundtéd yards.down
siream. ‘

Several, frantic with fear, cast themselves into the river, some with
seltees to aid them as buoys, and some with nothing.

Eleuf twobodies of the drowned have as yet been found in the river
ven were fi m t 1 1 '
ound on the main deck, but none in the state rooms.

The id i
Shesa'chas:ber.mmd was at tea 1n the cabin when the boat struck.
2 ys she thinks there might have been ten children in the |
In before the collision.

them and th
e e hands were saved. She says she ran, after the boat
yIrom the table in the forwa : b

and yp through the ladies’ cab;
it was entirely vacated when

sairs o

go up to th
the water o Pthe mziir‘;mmade deck, and went by several ladies in
fﬂr\vard. ECkS Struggling—thal she

2 adies’
he servants were all at tea, and all of

rd cabin, back to the after stairs,
n—that the ladies’ cabin had been full,
she went through it.  She ran to the

went up and ran
There 1
€€ 1S no evidence :
Wa below, but it i bOSh?lellg that any were in fact drowned in t}
ssible there ma e
¥ have been som
e lost there.
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The accident was on Monday evening : on Tuesday and Wednes-
day the state rooms and ladies’ cabin were torn away by the current
and hands, and all of the bodies which may have been iu them, if any,
must have been carried away by the tide and current washing over
the wreck, and it is not very probable any more remain in the boat.

The next day after the disaster, the proprietors of the boat enga-
ged in searching for bodies, and on that and the succeeding day found
thirteen, all that have as yet been found. It was too windy on Tues-
day to rake the river—but on Wednesday, men were engaged with
rakes and boats, and commenced the search, and were kept in busy
employ by the proprietors of searching the river for about ten days.

It appears to be the practice with prudent, experienced captains on
the river, to stand at the wheel by the pilot very much, nights espe-
cially, if so dark as to require watchfulness : and the committee be-
lieve no man ought to be allowed to master a boat without being fa-
miliar with the river, and an experienced pilot. He should be held
responsible for all acts of his officers and hands under him; and the
proprietors of the boat should stand as bounden sureties for all.

He should have power to control all that are employed about the
boat, and to discharge when he thinks there is cause.

Various opinions now obtain, whether the captain can dictate
the pilot and engineer in their peculiar duties on the river.

All say he can, as to stopping, starting, and landing ; but some say
the pilol is exclusive judge of course, and the engineer of quantity of
steamn. This divides the responsibility, and renders it uncertain, when
it ought to be single and well known.

Tt would seem at first view, that by providing skilful pilots through
Boards of Commissioners and licenses, might answer the desired end.
But the committee have no confidence in such a measure. Skill is
not all that is needed; active vigilance, and strict faithfulness are es-
sential to safety; and of these things, those who are to be held direct-
ly responsible should be allowed to judge. Let the responsibility
rest upon allinterested, and especially the captain—give it head, centre
and extent—then none but competent pilots will be employed. By
allowing commissioners to determine who shall be employed, the
responsibility must by every principle of justice and fairness rest upon

13
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them, and proprietors and masters will feel in fact relieved of it; and
:I:r’inciple will exist as a basis for penal and salutary laws. Every
n

captain should be a skilful pilot, and be all-owed to bring every one
he would have at the wheel to the test of his own know.le-algl-, ;m:l} be
held to answer accordingly. The idea therefore, of finding any t.h.mg
in the nature of 2 remedy through the medium of a monopolizing
system of licensing, which may be governed by favoritism and con-
trolled by irresponsible men, appears entirely groundless, to the com-
mittee.  Such a system is not wise even upon our seaboards, where
ship masters cannot acquire that perfect familiarity with the ports,
and it can have no apology on our inland rivers which are traversed
dally by the captains, affording an opportunity to learn and acquire
all the skill of safe pilots.

The committee believe that in many cases persons are employed as
masters for their personal address, peculiar faculty of gaining passen-

gemyor for particular personal favor, who have no experience as
pileis, or knowlege of the river.

The security of passengers is overlooked, and the first and princi-
palstudy is to devise schemes and measures to add to their numbers.

[ Eve.ry available inducement is held out, and stratagems resorted
: .
0 influence as many as possible to board particular boats,

Agents are sent strolling the streets, assailing
f:m, out andl upon the public highways
loﬂll::and storles and studied falsehoods

ats, worthy or unworthy,
fErcenary runners,

and annoying passen-
and railroads, with then
y to direct the travelling world
safe or unsafe, for which they are
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to say ; but where persons are induced by such means to change their
direction from a safe conveyance and take passage on board of a ves-
sel up'(_mj which they may lose their lives, as a conseq"en_ce; those in-
terested,' or who acted as agents in the mratte_r, will be left to the
workin'gs of their consciences and to that high tribunal which takes
cognizance of more perfect rules of action than man prescribes.

The Troy association have usually hired the officers of their boats,
and the captains have hired their hands. In this case the captain was
a stranger to the river, and all of the officers and hands were hired
by the association. He had been master of steamers on the western
lakes for ten or twelve years past, and assumed the command on the
river this spring for the first time.  He had control of pilot, engineer
and all hands, on the lakes, where they run by compass; but here he
found different customs prevailed, and men placed in charge of the
engine and helm over Whom he had not that full cpntrdl.

- When the boat struck he was in his office ; and perhaps the com-

mittee should state that the evidence would not justify a conclusion
that he was in neglect. They would not exonerate him from that
blame the circumstances would cast upon him, but add that he
disclosed to them every thing bearing upon the subject with readi-
ness and frankness. : S '

~ Most of the passengé'rs who were saved were taken from the wreck
by the steamers Express and Rochester, the captains of which (Hitch-
cock and Cruttenden,) made every possible exertion for early relief.

We now have laws relative to the speed and racing of boats,—
bursting of boilers,~—taking on and setting off or landing passengers,
and punishing carelessness in certain cases ; but none extending the
liability as far as it ought to go, to operate asa preventive of 0¢-
currences of this kind.

It is not enough to exonerate all persons who are interested in the
boat from all just blame, to say that they have no direct agency in
any accident that may happen. They should be considered as tied
together by the cord of common interest,—as sharers of the profits
and losses,——and as moral participants of all acts pertaining t0 the
business in which she may be used ; and the law should hold them

accountable.

less obliged
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tis a question of great importance, to determine in what manner,
dtlzsw far, the powér of government can be exercised, in regulating
and ho ]

ihe navigation of the river, without interfering with natural indivi-
n .4 -
del'rights But the committee believe there is no doubt but that any
! . : 4 }

jaws may be passed, essential to the personal safety of trav ellers,

against the wrongful acts or neglects of others.

Efery individual has a strong, undeniable claim upon the gn.\-vnr
gent under which he may live, for protection against personal injury ;
and most especially 1s tHis the case with citizens of our country. Our
afety at our fireside is sacredly secured to us, by our laws. Ouy
houses are recognized as our castles, and no man can enter, to molest
or endanger us. We pride ourselves upon this high privilege of
being recognized as independent in the enjoyment of our natural
rights within the domestic circle.

And when we consider that governments are instituted to protect
aginst wrongs which may be ommitted by one against another, we
wee that a shield should be thrown around us, as a life-guard, abroad
wwell as at home.

Commerce must be carried on,—free intercourse must be tolerated,
ad man cannot be prohibited, by any just human laws, in travelling
from place to place over the common field of all.

; No “{dmdu&l can have a right to engage in any business danger-
“ 0 § b g
4 OThfnJurious to the rights of others, or the public ; and of all
ese . ) k
i gh'lll:'%'s’ government must be the judge and regulator,~-tolerating
oniditing, or renderi safe " -
iﬂf!emnities,g’ ; ering them safe by salutary laws and ample
The celebrated : .
e ed Vattel, in speaking of the powers
: IS 0f government, says—
tis evident, tha
» that, by the very act of the civil or political

tation, each cit j i
; zen subjects himself t z i
boﬂy, et o the authority

\ that
Oty of all gyer g relates to the common w

i each member, t e
ody politic or State» » therefore, e

3 l)ur}l(iht'f;) ;mll

of the entire
elfare. The au-
ssentially belongs to the
A'g'ﬂih,he says, & S

¥s, “If a nation is obliged to prese

, caref G rve itself, it is
arefully to preserve all jts member: B AR
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I'he nation owes
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this to itself, since the loss even of one of its members, weakens it,
and is injurious to its preservation.”

Again,—* The sovereign has jurisdiction over, and must command,
in all public places,—on rivers, highways, &c.,—and every thing
happening there, is subject to such authority.”

The necessity and propriety of a recognition of these principles,
the committee think cannot be denied ; and they believe government
should be watchful, and impose strict regulations and high responsi-
bilities upon those engaged in business upon public thoroughfares so
hazardous to life.

That the propelling power of steamboats is a “deadly weapon” in
its abuses, and should be only in the hands of the careful and skilful,
must be admitted. The confiding traveller takes his passage, con-
scious of the terrible power that is to carry him on his way, but trusts
his life with confidence in the hand of the master of the craft. He
believes that care and skill, aided by experience, are at the helm, and
his thoughts are quietly given to his business and home. He pays
his fare as a consideration for a safe conveyance,and the vessel shoots
along with the swiftness of the winds, driven by a power little short
of omnipotence, and perhaps through a darkness alike to that of Egypt,
¢ which might be felt.”

A misguided or neglected turn of the helm, or a moment’s forget-
fulness of the engineer, may sink him in a watery grave, or hurl him
to a more dreadful fate. But with care and skill all is safe.

A communication has been handed to the committee, from the pen
of R. V. De Witt, containing, in their estimation, very important sug-
gestions, and well worthy the attention of the Legislature, and they
submit it for the consideration of the Senate whilst acting upon this
subject.

The committee cannot feel as having discharged their duty, without
calling the attention of the Legislature to the propriety of allowing
the use and sale of ardent spirits, by retail, on board of vessels trans-
porting passengers. Our present excise laws do not prohibit it. Tht‘lte
are bars on most of the boats, and quite generally furnished with sp1-
rituous liquors for sale to passengers; and in the case of the Swallow
it appears the hands and officers were allowed to drink at pleasure, %
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1o for the same, although it seems that the trustees disapproveof
E::irdgrinking- The profits of the bar belonged to the proprietors, who

keptabar.keeper in charge of it. The c()mlfﬂtte'c nrc.mmhh: to see
any propriety in tolerating such a traffic. The prupru‘-turs -c::mnut
Jim it as a right not to be taken from them, when serious disasters
may result from a single glass. It will hardly be said by .thc lnn’c!~
Jing community, at this day, that a bar is essential to their conveni-
ence, when but ten or twelve hours will carry them from port to port,
« each of which they can get the favorite beverage, if desired. But
fow will insist they cannot forego their glass for so brief a time, for
fhe purpose of rendering more secure the lives of thousands. They
would therefore recommend a total prohibition of the traffic.

The State of New-York cannot be indifferent to the great questions
ivolved in the subject of this investigation. The Hudson is the in-
lét and outlet of the vast stream of travelling millions to and from the
wlinited regions of the west. Not only the United States, but the
migrating world, have and must feel a deep and abiding interest in
tiematter.  All who would traverse the common field of earth, see
ad learn the resources of nations, witness the progressive improve-
meits of man, and the opening prospects of our promising and un-
il;mnded west, have a natural right in a safe conveyance through this
at;zyﬁghf\i;’f:’xt:;u il:o]:gv:}ilth deeﬁisolivitl:xdu to the result of our
. 'gn y e wor th‘at l.lfe, at least, shall be sa-

7 against the danger to which it may be exposed by the
Wﬂl?é!nployed for public conveyances. The arm of the law s )
tised, and extended to the protection of the w: lfl 0' b omes
fhand to hold in check that hazardous extraiz:;iimflm: ‘%f‘l"l‘;".‘ d|-
. s dliceana strife whic
Personal interest angd ambition are too prone to run into. The in-l

tnct of self. i il i
preservation will incline the prudent and wise to shun

Whighways and nav;
Y navigable streams, if we are negligent of their safety.

We are called upon,
-t laws, render fheai
;‘“gatinn on the Hudg
Walloy, The comm;

there issi
fore, to supply the omissions of our pre-

more 1 Vv 1 8 Ters s
effect‘l e agaln.t th(‘ d:ln!_‘(.r.' “I' 't"“"l

on B.]ld ceurr 1 1 at ‘1 -
1] 0 urre ces llk(.‘ th 0 1!]0 i]]'filt(‘d

ttee therefore ask leave to introduce a bill.

THOS. BARLOW,
J. P. BEEKMAN,

[Senate, C. T. CHAMBERLAIN,

No. 102.|




DOCUMENTS.

D NEW-YORK
! HOLDERS IN TROY AN
NAES OF ST S EAMBOAT ASSOCIATION.

N. 8. Hollister, Troy,

C. & G. Belding, New-York,
Miles Burke, “
Edward Kellogg,  «

Philo Hillyer, £
R. Putnam, -
G. F. Irving, “*

M. Vassar, Poughkeepsie,
Benjamim Clapp, Hamburgh,
Daniel Southwick, Troy,

Le Grand Cannon,

G. B. Warren, &
J. B. Hart, b
Jacob Lane, 6

Stephen Warren,  «

J.G. Burwell, e

Nathan Warren, &

Perry & Vanschoonhoven, Troy,
enry Nazro, Troy,

Knox & Morgan, «

nga & Griswold, «
Wm, S, Parker, “

G. M. Selden, e
urdon Corning,  «
Danie] Sackett, %
alvin Warner, “
LH. Hooker, €
enry Vail, *
Philip Heartt, i
3 C. Heartt & Brother, Trq
i):rll!ary & Doughty, Troy,

1e Gardner, Tro

Massachusetts,

, & J. Slade, Troy,
%Vm. A. White, New-York,
Caroline E. F. Lane, Troy,
L. Cornell, Troy,
West Point Foundry,
Stickney & Symonds, Troy,
Peter Comstock, Danbury, Ct.
J. C. Heartt, Esq., Troy,
Halsey Rogers, ke
Ann Sheldon, «
John D. Dickinson, Troy,
Daniel Hall, “

Elisha Sheldon, &
James A. Gander,

John V. 0. Clark, New-York,
H. F. Ketchum, i

John Voorhis, =

A. P. Fonda, e
Sylvester Norton, Troy,

R. D. Silliman, =

Hart, Lesley & Warren, Troy,
Troy and New-York Steamboat
Association, Troy,
Elizabeth Conkey, «~
Aaron Patchin, Albany,
B, Brintnall, Troy.
John Griffith, Jersey City,
Nathan B, Jenne, Saratoga Co.,
Everett & Battelle, New-York
- Newton, “ '
enjamin De Forest, £
Mary A. Durkey, Troy,

- Howland, «
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Merritt, Troy Jacob Merritt, ’
Hanford N. Logkwosd, Troy, | N. Starbuck & Son, Troy,
Rousseau, Richards & Co. ¢ E.&P. I])or on, .
John Silliman, Troy, Elias Dorlon, .
S. B. & E. Haight, “ Orla House,

Lewis Richards & Sons, Troy, James Fellows, New-York,

is Ri V. & D. Marvin, Troy,
Lewis Richards, Troy, re
Roswell :SEI?&thé :: L {, Ohﬁ Gézrlﬂ,h o, ” ‘ LETTER
e e ¢ | William Pierce g , . 5
W B Wolty e , . eWitt to Mr. Croswell.
AR SRR vy g From M. D
Alsop Weed, Troy, | H. H. T 5
Philander Wells, Esq. Troy, ‘ II;I;:ZE:tB].)%EEﬂ, 3y ,
John Paine, T);?y, [ Vo B Bt e "
JSX.HII‘;.d g:g;s’on, 5 " Wm. Howard, Trustee, N. Y.

New-York, April 16, 1845.
S ‘onversation I
12 return home, after the short convers " o 4
hafl)::i?hs;fﬁu ilfiirenl?;s of the Swal,low, observing that the Legisla

Trustees of the Association. . 1
Le Grand Cannon, %

i

|

ittee to visit the wreck and in\'.vsh;::m' the
b, t;l:s:sﬂ gf dti%ultsgsao‘éoglﬁl?ﬁ-fated vessel, and t'hinil{mg further, tlm‘l
el e their report might possibly originate some legislative action to pre-
Rebert D. S vait, as far as possible, such accidents in future, I thought it not
R ' anis to address to you some suggestions on the subject, which might
Directors. ctribute at Jeast a feather weight in the scale of deliberation on
the subject. ' = ‘
e S Ihegin by observing, as I did in our conversation to-day, ”hl.l the
T Grand ¢ spirt of racing, contest of speed, was the primary cause of this ac
Foan g b adenty as it has been of most of the serious accui(-nt? l;y :1 (-;1;:]1 on
ithin i - stockholders of the ourriver as well as the western waters. In the case of the Swa ow,
iy e gle:g?;:‘éi:afogszzgéﬁoi B‘;;ied by me this 18th Ttake it for granted, it will be admitted by all sensible people to be
iy of Apel 18 50rf the stoel book of the Association. tase. I consider it a settled point, that if any regulation can be
oy R T. C. WILBUR, effected

y which shall limit the employment of the engine of a steam
‘el beyond its safe effective energy, it will end all racing, and ex

at once that wicked and reckless ambition which contends
foran absurq victory at the hazard of human life.
awire of the hagzar,

ds they may have encountered o
SUpposed,) mang

ged boats on the river: e.
:ﬁk last year, by one of the most respec :

Book-keeper of Troy and New-York Steamboat Association.

Few persons are
n our best [as is
g- I was informed, I
table engineers on the river,
passenger in one of our crack
think in 1843, he left the boat at one of the
knew the boilers were carrying steam of sixty

3 I was told, within three months, by another re-
ngineer, that he haq Teason 1

bmon One occasion when he was g
S during a race, T
23, because e

t0 the ineh,
Pectable o

seventy pounds pres
€very one conversant
t that sixty or seventy
gree of tension on a boiler seldom exceeded by
the Mississippi river,
seldom average sixty to




ad [SexaTy
seventy pounds, and yet that amount has been put on the immenge
flat sided and hazardous structures used on the North river boats. Tt
requires a very small stretch of imagination to conjecture what would
be the result of the explosion of a pair of boilers weighing twenty
tons each, during the night, in the Highlands !

A nimber of years ago, when some shocking occurrence had
awakened the sensibilities of our people, to the importance of at-
tempting some regulations on the subject, Gen. Gansevoort, then a
senator, asked me for a sketch of some legal enactments that would
put a stop to the racing mania and its consequences. I then suggest-
ed the following plan, which I still think would be perfectly effective
if at all enforced.

Let the Legislature enact :

1. That every steam vessel plying within the waters of the State,
shall bear in legible characters, in an exposed situation, the words
low pressure, or high pressure engine ; and in its printed advertise-
ments, be required to publish the same words.

9. Forbid the use of steam of more than one hundred pounds pres-
sure to the square inch, on the boilers of high pressure engines.

3. Require all low pressure engine boilers to be furnished with a
(Watt*) safety tube, constructe! after this manner: a copper or iron
tube, open at each end, to be attached vertically to the boiler, so that
its lowest extremity shall be six inches above the top of the highest
flue, or fire surface of the boiler—the tube in no case to be more than
twenty-five feet in height—and its bore to be equal to one-tenth of a
square inch, for every foot square of fire surface in the boiler to
which it is attached.

4. Penalty of State prison for any obstruction of this tube, and
for violating any provision of the act.

5. Suitable inspection laws to carry the above into effect.

You will see at once the perfect security this affords.

The water in the boiler, acted upon by the steam,
is pressed upwards in a column of a height proportion-
ate to the pressure of the steam. The tube being limit-
ed to twenty-five feet, the hydrostatic pressure 15 about
eleven pounds per inch, or eleven inches (speaking
roughly,) of steam ; the moment the pressure ex-
ceeds this, the water is forced out of the tube, and
either runs into the chimney or is conducted down
to the boiler room, 50 as to give warning on its pas:
sage out : and the boiler emptied until the lower
end of the tube is above the surface of the walers
then the steam will issue out, relieving the boiler,
and stopping the action of the engine. Thus you
perceive the interest of the engineer is enlisted 1
keeping his steam within legal bounds.

You also perceive that the water can never uncover the fiue and
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+ See Wait’s Engine, in Tredgold’s work.
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it to the heat of the fire, without first a_stoppage of the en-
1 0CCUITING) and thus, warning be given of the difficulty. ’

1 think it 18 perfectly manifest that this simple law would be effec
ive. Engineers know it would be so; and that there could be no
' ‘ling and humbug about the relative powers of engines of diffe-
‘et constructions, and boats of different forms, (you know I un
derstand this matter pretty fully,) when the result has been accom-
el by forcing the boilers to the very verge of explosion.

If the pressure upon low pressure engines were thus inevitably
lisited, the result would be, that the large class boats, with the
haviest and best engines, would have every advantage, and with the
Jeast proportion of expense do the work better for the public inte
rit; for example, the Knickerbocker would require, probably, not
2 ton more fuel, at five inches of steam, than the Fxpress at cleven
inehes, and would then reach New-York in less time.

Ihave thrown off these rough suggestions, because I know they
are;\;:\lgble; and if they are to be suggested to our law makers, it
must be done soon.

You perceive that it is a matter which I have long had on my
goughts; and I know that whenever the Legislature choose to regu
bgtthell:[{:aiter, it can be done perfectly. 'The contest between steam
llm]ma ers and managers, will then be, who can make vessels of
. aeflt propolrtmns and materials, and adjust to them the most effect-
4 l;ndcgmtp ete engines, and who shall best accommodate the pub-
ﬁuzi, L ﬁunglguczgntircﬁm {ear to year, adding imposition to imposi-
' umbug, vari asionally wi |
llkfthat & e ey g, varied occasionally with a catast rophe

@ i :
pieas:feeittj ‘;odtl{e;r?yilﬁbgﬁy ’ihls or nixt week, when it will give me
i (o - s 1 can make, to put an end to the devil-
ﬂptai(.nsveirfyt}ﬁlrldbtem’ I consider it,) of steamboat l'rluil]t-l:-r':':lllld

ke, writtenethgsainy se}rlmus attempts to check the evil, ‘

Rkl pick ou]tli?cs ﬂll;;{, and am}dst interruptions, but you
b, e them i discretiogng’ and if the suggestions are avail

In haste, yours truly

Eowry Croswars, Esq. RICH’D. VARICK DEWITT.




